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PREFACE. 



It requires some resolutioH to issue another 
Treatise on Diseases of the Digestive Oi^ans. In 
this department . of medical literature, talents of 
the highest order have been employed, and the 
eminence of the writers, combined with the popu- 
larity of the subject, haf : secured for these publi- 
cations high approval, and wide circulation. Still, 
notwithstanding the range that has been taken, the 
field is not wholly occupied, the difficulties have 
not been entirely overcome, nor all the intricacies 
unravelled: — there is yet ample room for other 
labourers, who may, at least, assist in the process 
without following the beaten tract, or waiting time 
in idle discussions. 

Were I disposed to engage in controversy, the 
name of Abernethy, or Philip, or Paris, or John- 
son, or Uwins, would intimidate me; aind the.ir 
appearance in collective array must inevitably 
appal a man of far higher attainments than myself 
in the subtleties of literary disputation. In one 

A 



II. 

poini of vievf , perksps, I may be refankfd uai^ a 
I controversialist* Incalculable good has resulted 
from directing attention to the inflaence of derange- 
ments of the d%eki^'oigaBis im produeiBg various 
chronic affiections, but this doctrine has be^i'so 
extensively promulgated* and is now so prevalent, 
that the opposite truth has been somewhat over- 
looked. That the functions of the abdominal 
• • • « 

viscera are di^turl>ed by injuries of the hekd, and 
by emotion of mind,iari^ fstct^ tdo common and too 
prominent' to escape observation: but the effects of 
idiopathic disease in the head, or in any oth^r 
Tiscus; or of Continued pain in any part of the 
body; or of general debiftty, on the nervous system 
and functions of the organs in question, though nOt 
leiss certain, are liable to be disregarded when the 
mind is strongly imbued with the notion of their 
priority in suffering. 



1 1 



It has bieen my custom from th^ time of 
settling in practice to record interesting facts and 
passing observations; and it seemed to me thisit 
on points relating to the organs of digestion a 
useful selection might be made. This objection, 
however, presented' itself: — the narration of casep 
is somewhat opposed to the ascendant fashion^ 
and likewise to the taste of numerous readers, 
^i|h whpm precise' arrangement is every thing. 
Qmfai^n^^Ti^ ia tti^ mtirk > of :sa|)^nor niinda^ 



^tiefit' 'MdHwefa^ find t iiiaterbd experietic^^^'-dtid 
-^oorrect analysis of individual faots^ 'hai^ so 
armnged the elements of disease that an acqnaint- 
ttB<Ae 'fvith ^em^fs e^ly obtiiioied. ^'l^ut tiierels a 
-wide difference between the mto irh^ 'hai^ iatrived 
^ aft Ibeile results after a long process of Hnquii^y and 
of'inMlecttial labour, and him who pbssessefs himr- 
self of tiiesame results by the mere amusSembnf c)f 
^pertfsaL In the one, higher powers of perceptton, 
*and greater accuracy of discrimination and of rea- 
"soning, are progressively attained ; in the otherthei^e 
is Iktte or no ratiocination:— the memory niay Ve 
fed, and its waste supplied ; but, though the mind 
is replenished, the faculties which ennoble an 
Intelligent being neither acquire vigour nor capa- 
ciousness. We are greatly assisted by condensed 
and well-arranged information, but he who aspires 
to an intiniate . acquaintance with any branch of 
Science, mnst not satisfy himself with general c6n- 
elusions, any more than he would be content with 
ideWmg the constituent principles • apd;rt. Whilst 
be is not negligent of these sources of instruction, 
he tmist ^Isd'direct close attention to the science 
in its ordinary and varied combinations. * ' 

^^Hieste remarks' are strictly applicfeible' to -the 
stjbdy tof1»«d4eine, and the object k)f 'the ftAIowiiti^ 



IV. 

fTreatinia as '>t» B]i|iply inifoniiatioif in i/keltttor 
form :^^t4<> , etxbibit ^disciaae aa it really <i9C0iii»» 
modified .by coiD(ilicationy :and by ocmatitutioiiiil 

peculiMity* ■;>: l. .. . ;- . « r>'^. 

5 . Some of the cfts/as.and ob$eryati<^n& do: sMit r.defi- 
nttely apply to dy9pe|»sia» buf where the ptpf^ticatipa 
i» not dii?ect, and where demngements and diseases 
6f a higher order are described, the design has b^W 
to ilhistrate the ageney of parts on each pthei^, 
Many of the slighter disorders are so obsci^re ^ 
not to a^oiit of demonstration, and we are.compeiJU 
led to infer their nature by considering diseases 
which leave a more permanent and defined impres- 
sion. 

* 

On some occasions there may be an appearance 
of egotism or presumption in speaking of successful 
management after the failure of other practitioners. 
The danger of incurring these imputations should 
.not deter us from describing things as they trans* 
pired. No professional man is mentioned to his 
disadvantage, and failures have only been reported 
for the purpose of heightening the importance of 
careful inquiry ; — and my own have not been con- 
cealed. 

Should I have contributed, in even a small 
degree, to throw light upon this important subject. 



Vv 

or-fthoiiid I excite to more careful and diligent 
iu^festtgadon, or caution against a disposition to 
by^tematize beyond what the nature of the circum-^ 
stances admits of^ my reward will be ampla 

Su^cions that I hare borrowed my title and 
i^utline from a recent publication on the same topic 
might arise. I believe, however, that on both these 
points my design was formed and announced 
before that work was contemplated. As there is 
no similarity in the filling up of the outline, there 
was no reason to depart from my original purpose^ 



39, Trinity Squarb, 
February 12M, 1828. 
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A PRACTICAL AND PATHOLOGICAL 

INQUIRY, &c. 



PART I. 

ON THB VARIOUS SOURCES OF DYSPEPTIC SYMPTOMS* 

The most common affections of the Digestive Organs are 
those usually described under the general appellation Dys- 
pq^sia; 'and though some excellent works have been written 
to show that this condition arises from various causes^ yet 
frequently the term is associated with too limited views, 
both as to the nature and treatment of the disease. 

General ObserDation$. 

The symptoms of this morbid condition are extremely 
multifarious, and not unfrequently exhibit the. most remark- 
able contrarieties. Hence nosologists have derived many 
of the species into which they have divided it* Sometimes 
the appetite is impaired, and at others almost insatiable. 
At times it is fastidious to the utmost degree, whilst at others 
there is no marked aversion or predilection, but unpleasant 
effects result from its indulgence. These effects may be a 
sense of weight and fulness in the pnecordia, accompanied 
with flatulence, and not seldom with acid or nauseous 
eructation, rumination, cardialgia, or gastrodynia. Whilst 
the stomach is oppressed with food the head not unfre- 
quently aches and throbs, and there is an almost insur- 
mountable listlessness both as to mental and corporal 
exertions. 



The want of dae relation between the digestrre organs and 
the substances exposed to their action^ is not always a dis- 
ease ; for if the healthiest stomach be overloaded, or if the food 
be of an improper quality, dyspeptic symptoms necessarily 
arise. It wiU often be found in the management of dyspeptic 
cases, that a mere reduction in the quantity of food, or a 
change in its quality, will remove every unpleasant symptom:* 

The causes of impaired digestive power are almost as 
various as the signs which denote it, or as the anomalous 
consequences which ensue ; and as the process of a88imi*« 
lation is extremely complicated, the impediments to its 
completion may arise at any «tage% They might be found 
in imperfect mastication, in the conversion into chyme in tb6 
stomach, or into chyle in the intestines^ or in any of the other 
organs which effect the alteration the aliment undergoes. 

It cannot be questioned that the liver has an essential 
part to perform in the due preparation of the food for the 
purposes of nourishment, but it is not less certain that it 
has been too common with some individuals, to ascribe to 
hepatic origin all the inconveniences attendant upon indi- 
gestion, or resulting from it. 

Owing to defective mastication, the food, when received 
into the stomach, may not be in a proper condition to, 
undergo, within due time, the change to be effected by'the> 
gastric juice; and by being delayed in this viscus, it be^' 
comes itself a source of irritation, fetid gases are extri-* 
cated, and pain induced. These effects are not attributable 
to the mere agency of an indigestible ' substance, for the 
stomach possesses great power of resistance. This has 
been exemplified on many occasions. An idiot at Ostend, 
was addicted to swallowing iron. He died at the age of 
thirty*tliree, when his stomach was found to contain two or 
three pounds of the meted in various forms, as nails, screws^ 
knives, &c. and yet was tininjured.* But, notwithstanding 



• Phil. Trans, abridged. Vol. V. 

See also an extraordinary case in the Trans, of the Medico-Chirurgical 
Society. Vol. XII. 



ibi9, idyimenlMTy sobstaneea ^hioh ha^elang ^remaiDed m the 
stomach, and been^but partia^UjrdigQBt^y not only produce 
the. i<umoy woes, alhided to^ but mi^y at length cause the 
stomach ^p-^eai ita eontents by Tomiting* Particles of 
undigested. , alioifaent escapkigx from the stomach into the 
duofdenum pfteo pr^ue^e a > bilious, attack. The. mucous 
OMtiSiimtated; the irritation is propagatedalong the biliary 
ductoi rriBduYidant -seoretion is excited, and diarrhc^ some- 
times foonnected with vomiting, iresults* It is probable, 
alflo^ .that the i^i^igested particles assi|9t in the production 
of this purgirig by the • cpntmned irritation of the mucous 
eoat lof the^ j^unum .and ileum. . Food may not only be the 
sources, of 'dy^#p^ from defective mastioatipni hut also 
from 'ito indigesliUe quality, from its nedundance, from Us 
being: too- frequently taken, and from overdihiticm of the 
gastric juice by an: excess of the fluids drai[d&. Some general 
principles, may be adopted as to the digestibility of aliments, 
but: their >e£focil3 must be specie^ watched; for it wiU often 
happen 'that by: idiosyncrasy the admitted rules lyill be, 
toUlly^ siibn»rt^'; When atf> circumslwces reg^fU&g t^ 
food itself are apptopriate the causei^ of indigestion n^y, 
nevertheless, exist in the stomach. Irrespective of syip.-, 
path<^cf4sffangs|nents in the functioi^s of this org^n^ li^Le 
every other pcsrt of the body it may' b^ the seat of idiopathic 
disease^ • The symptoms comprised u^der ,itbe teifm dys« 
p9psia> Hmay not only indicate the milder fojpiS; of morbid 
actioUiy • bujt the incipient §tage, .and iinsome cases even the 
adf^anced progress^ of orgaQic lesion, is indipated by aign» 
UabletO'be mistakexi for indigestion** 

. In .many instances ofluQC^onal derangepent no trace of 
disease may be discoverable after death ; bpt in ) others thi» 
is not the ca9e^ . Unhealthy actions, long continued, effect 
diserganisfttion more or less impaitsnt«. ^ 



-* Dr. Biicban, in his Symptomatology, page 38^ relates a case in which' 
a large portion of the stomach was converted into a hard scirrhous ma^, 
int^spet^d -with dark-coloured tubercles, presenting altogether the- cha- 
racter of cwcer; but the. symptoms had been only those oflifdipep^mi . 

b2 • 



Affections of the mucous membrane. . . . 

r 

tn persons who had\died of other diseases after a long 
Continuance of dyspepsia, I have often found the mucous 
glands enlarged, but more frequently a state of -vascular 
plethora in the mucous coat of the stomach only, or in that 
of the stomach and intestines. Where there may ^xtst no 
gastric disease^ there may be a condition of the mucous 
membrane of the intestines resembling that of the stomach 
just adverted to, giving rise to many of the symptoms of 
indigestion, and causing great irregularity in the alvine 
excretions. Disease in the glandule aggregates and soli- 
taries has perhaps greater influence than may generally be 
supposed, and it is by no means uncommon for a state of 
congestion, or of chronic inflammation of the mucous mem- 
brane, to be productive of symptoms which are regarded 
and treated as dyspeptic. These aflections may usually be 
distinguished by attentive inquiry into the history of the 
disease, by a careful investigation of the patient's sufferings, 
and by the effect of the means employed ; and, undoubtedly, 
it is of the highest importance that they should be dis- 
tinguished. ... , 

This erytiiematous condition of the mucous membrane of 
the intestines not only demnges the process of digestion by 
its direct influence on this extended surface, but it exerts an 
influence on other organs, the healthiness of whose imictions . 
is essential to the formation of chyle. This is particularly 
exemplified in reference to the liver. Inflammatory action in 
the duodenum, even when only in a slight degree— so slight 
as to elude observation unless the mind be very attentively 
directed to the circumstance — or irritation of this membrane 
from any other cause, may excite the liver to excessive- and 
unhealthy secretion, from which a state of erythism of the 
whole canal might ensue. These eflects of irritation of the 
duodenum I have repeatedly seen confirmed by dissection, 
and believe that I have often detected them in practice. 

Under other considerations, indeed, attention to the state 
of the duodenum in dyspeptic cases. is highly momentous. 



and generally its affections may be distingnished. When 
there is mnch uneasiness and tenderness in the epigastrium, 
extending rather towards the left side, augmented soon after 
eating, accompanied with flatulence and frequent bilious 
dejections, and when a dejection occurs soon after a meal, I 
think there is reiason to suspect disease in this portion of the 
canal. It must, however, be admitted that disease existing 
in the liver may not only create uneasiness in the epigas- 
trium, but it may extend even to the left hypochondrium. 
Other causes, too, might exist, and the; not only concur to 
establish the importance of historical evidence derived froni 
the patient and friends, but also of pursuing the investi- 
gation by the taxis. 

The symptoms attendant upon inflammation of the mucous 
meitnbranes are seldom so acute as those which indicate the 
same condition of the serous membranes; and on this 
account, when in the subacute form, the danger of mistaking 
it for dyspepsia is considerable. Few tissues of the body 
are perhaps more under atmospheric influence than the 
mucous, and if we consider the functions they have to per^ 
form, it will not surprise us that we should find in this 
extended canal abundant causes of impediment to the. assi- 
milative process. The state of phlogosis is often found 
after death,' and I have repeatedly known it issue in uloejna- 
tion, by steps so insadious, that the patient and his friends, 
were quite unconscious of his peril. 

Not unfrequently this erythematous state of the mucous, 
membrane induces troublesome diarrhoea, or diarrhoea alter- 
nating with constipation; and in such a case, after bleeding 
(which should be moderate and local) when much tenderness 
exists, astringent and sUghtly aromatic remedies will be 
found useful. 

Case I. 

. In the summer of 1821, I was consulted by a lady about 
thirty-eight years of age, who complained of obtuse pain 
over the whole abdomen. The bowels generally were re- 
laxed, and she described the e^icretions as being ^' of all 



The want of due relation between the digestite orgMs iand 
the substances exposed to their action, is not always a dis- 
ease ; for if the hedthiest stomach be overloaded, or if the food 
be of an improper quality, dyspeptic symptoms necessarily 
arise. It wiU often be found in the management of dyspeptic 
caseSy that a mere reduction in the quantity of food, or a 
change in its quality^ will remove every unpleasant symptom. 

The causes of impaired digestive power are almost as 
various as the signs which denote it, or as the anomalous 
consequences which ensue ; and as the process of assimi-^ 
lation is extremely complicated, the impediments to its 
completion may arise at any etage« They might be found 
in imperfect mastication, in the conversion into chyme in thd- 
stomach, or into chyle in the intestines^ or in any of the other 
organs which effect the alteration the aliment undergoes. 

It cannot be questioned that the liver has an essential 
part to perform in the due preparation of the food for the 
purposes of nourishment, but it is not less certain that it 
has been too common with some individuals, to ascribe ta 
hepatic origin all the inconveniences attendant upon indi^ 
gestion, or resulting from it. 

Owing to defective mastication, the food, when received 
into the stomach,, may not be in a proper condition Uk 
undergo, within due time, the change to be effected by the? 
gastric juice; and by being delayed in this viscus, it be^ 
comes itself a source of irritation, fetid gases are extrh* 
cated, and pain indticed. These effects are not attributable 
to the mere agency of an indigestible substance, for the 
stomach possessea great power of resistance. This has 
been exemplified on many occasions. An idiot at Ostend, 
was addicted to swallowing iron. He died at the age of 
thirty-tliree, when his stomach was found to contain two or 
three pounds of the metal in various forms, as nails, screws/ 
knives, &c. and yet was Uninjured.* But, notwithstanding 



• Phil. Trans, abridged. Vol. V. 

Se6 also an extraordinary case in the Trans, of the Medico-Chirui^cal 
Society. Vol. XII. 
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tbi«, aKmenlary snbstanees whidi bai^e long iremained m tiie 
stomach, and been'bnt partfallydigeiBtedy not only produce 
t}i0.itanQywces- aUuded to^ but may at length cause the 
stomaoh ^f> - ^eot it& contents by Tomiting. Particles of 
undigestedialimbent escapuig from the stomach i^ato the 
ducidenum pften pr^uee a r bilious > attack. The, mucous 
QOatis^iiaitated; the irritation is propagated along the biliary 
ductal :iieduQdant -secretion is excited, and diarrhoea, some- 
times Gonnei&ted with vomijiingy results. It is probable, 
abo^^.&at the imdigested particle^ assist in the production 
of this p^rgirfg by tbecpntiiHied irritation of the mucous 
coat of ther j^uiuim :and ileum. Food may not only be the 
soared. iOf dyeq^p^ from defective mastioatiQni but also 
from its indigestible quality, from its nedundance, from its 
being; too- frequently taken, and from ofyerdilation of the 
gastric juiee by an excess of the fluids draak. Some general 
principles, may be adopted as to the digestibility of aliments, 
but their effects must be specisJly watched; for it wiU often 
happen 'that by; idiosynqraisy the admitted rules will be. 
toUlIy^ subTert^d. When all circumsl^pces reg^ar^ing'tjhe 
food itself\ are appropriate the causei^ of indigestion. n^ayt 
nevertheless, exist in the stomach. Irrespective of sym-^ 
pathetic f^orangeinents in the functions of this org^n^ li^e 
every other part of the body it may b^ the seat of idiopathic 
disease^ * The symptoms comprised under. the tenn dys« 
pepsia>>inay not only in4icate the milder fojpns. of morbiijl 
actionf* butthe incipient §tage, :and In some cases even the 
ad¥ancied progress^ of organic legion, 19 Jn^pated by sign» 
Uableto be mistakeoi for indigestion«* 

In .many instances of:iunctionaI derangepiait no trace of 
disease may be discoverable after death ; b|it in^otiierB thia 
is noithe ca9e* . Unhealthy actions/ long continued, effect; 
diserganisftUon more or less importrnt. 
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~^ Dr. Biichan, in his Symptomatology, page 38, relates a case in which' 
a large portion of the stomach was converted into a hard scirrhous ma^s, 
ititerspeksed ^ith dark-coloured tubercles, presenting altogether die cha- 
racter of cancels btttthe.symptoms had been only those of Dyspepsia* 
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Affections of the mucous membrane. 

In persons who had v died of other diseases after a long; 
continuance of dyspepsia, I have often found the tniioous 
glands enlarged, but more frequently a state of -vascular 
plethora in the mucous coat of the stomach only, or in that 
of the stomach and intestines. Where there may exist no 
gastric diseases there may be a condition of the mucous 
membrane of the intestines resembUng that of the stomach 
just adverted to, giving rise to many of the symptoms of 
indigestion, and causing great irregularity . in the alvine 
excretions. Disease in the glandule aggregates and soli- 
taries has perhaps greater influence than may generally be 
supposed, and it is by no means uncommon for a state of 
congestion, or of chronic inflammation of the mucous mem^ 
brane, to be productive of symptoms which are regarded 
and treated as dyspeptic. These affections may usually be 
distinguished by attentive inquiry into the history of the 
disease, by a careful investigation of the patient's sufleriugs, 
and by the effect of the means employed ; and, undoubtedly, 
it fs of the highest importance that they should be dis- 
tinguished. < 

This er^ematous condition of the mucous membrane of 
the intestines not only demnges tiie process of digestion by 
its direct influence on this extended surface^ but it exerts an 
influence on other organs, the healthiness of whose functions 
is essential to the formation of chyle. This is particularly 
exemplified in reference to the liver. Inflammatory action in 
the duodenum, even when only in a slight degree— so slight 
as to elude observation unless the mind be veiy attentively 
directed to the circumstance — or irritation of this membrane 
from any other cause, may excite the liver to excessive, and 
unhealthy secretion, from which a state of erythism of the 
whole canal might ensue. These effects of irritation of the 
duodenum I have repeatedly seen confirmed by dissection, 
and believe that I have often detected them in practice. 

Under other considerations, indeed, attention to the state 
of the duodenum in dyspeptic cases. is highly momentous, 



and generally its affeptions may be distinguialied. When 
there is much uneasiness and tenderness in the epigastriumi 
extending rather towards the left side, augmented soon after 
eating, accompanied with flatulence and frequent bilious 
dejections, and when a dejection occurs soon after a meal, I 
think there is reiason to suspect disease in this portion of the 
canal. It must, however, be admitted that disease existing 
in the liver may not only create uneasiness in the epigas- 
trium, but it may extend even to the left hypochondrium. 
Other causes, too, might exist, and they not only concur to 
establish the importance of historical evidence derived from 
the patient and friends^ but also of pursuing the investi- 
gation by the taxis. 

The symptoms attendant upon inflammation of the mucous 
membranes are seldom so acute as those which indicate the 
same condition of the serous membranes; and on this 
account^ when in the subacute form, the danger of mistaking 
it for dyspepsia is considerable. Few tissues of the body 
are perhaps more under atmospheric influence than the 
mucous^ and if we consider the 'functions, they have to per<^ 
form, it will not surprise us that we should find in this 
extended canal abundant causes of impediment to the. assi- 
milative process. The state of phlogosis is often found 
after deatfi/ iMsd I have repeatedly known it issue m ulcera^ 
tion, by steps so insidious, that the patient and his friends, 
were quite unconscious of his peril. 

Not unfrequently this erythematous state of the mucous, 
membrane induces troublesome diarrhoea, or diarrhoea alter-, 
nating with constipation; and in such a case^ after bleeding 
(which should be moderate and local) when much tenderness 
exists, astringent and slightly aromatic remedies will be 
found useful. 

Case 1. 

In the summer of 1821, I was consulted by a lady about 
thirty-eight years of age, who complained of obtuse pain 
over the whole abdomen. The bowels generally were re- 
laxed, and she described the excretions as being '^ of all 
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colours, and sometimefl gelfttinons/' or je%4ik«* ^Si^ liftd 
much flatidence and a troubleBome coughs whieh, ho^v^rcfri 
was not aggravated bj a deep inspiration. The stools were 
loaded with small portions of concreted-mulcus. Having be-* 
come nearly well she wetit to Hastings^ and returned ii» appa« 
rently good health, with the exception of the bowels being 
very irregular, and the character of the stools unnatural. 

About the middle of November I was again consulted. 
The symptoms were such as have just been described;* the 
pulse being very soft, and about ninety. Leeches, and 
alteratives with light bitters, and attention to -diel> had 
formerly been useftil, and these were again resorted to^ but 
in vain. At the expiration of a fortnight, enjoining' total 
abstinence from animal food and from fermented liquore, I 
prescribed five grains of the pil. bydrargyri every other 
night, and the following mixture-— 

R Infusi Catechu Jiifs. 
Aluminis 3i. 
Syr-3i. 

Tinct. Hyosciaini ni. xl. 
AqusB Menthae q. s. ut. ft. Mist. ^vi. ' 
Cujus sumat partem quartam ter die. 

This medicine was decidedly beneficial; and- by the lOlh 
of December she appeared to be quite weU. 

The state of the mucous membrane in these cases, I Aink, 
iis somewhat like that induced by a drastic piurge, siuch as 
elaterium. The membrane itself, and the i411i, in an extreme 
case, to a greater or less extent, arie loaded with blood, B0> 
that when examined after death it exudes on the lightest 
touch. 

In the treatment of those diseases ^ich arise fipom>an 
inflamed state of the mucous membrane, bleeding by leeches 
or cupping will be one of the most available remedies; and 
in cases of mere congestion it may be necessary to- effect 
a local abstraction of blood, though not generally to- the 
same extent as in inflammation. Mercurials, when adminis- • 
tered before depletion^ 1 believe, are generally injimQus, and 



even then iViIl.reqMiire ta be giyen in, the ouldest forms and 
9inalkst doftes. 

Pecaons wbo appeared to suffer from-di«eaBe in the mucous 
glands of die intestines, whose' evacuations have been fre-* 
queot and slhnyv accompanied wkh slight uneasiness, most 
freqMntfy felt about the -tennitiation of the ileum, .have 
deemedito be most benefitted by coikntry >air, especially on 
the* coast, sea bathing, bitter inftisions, or decoction. and 
tkictuve of bark, with mmeral acids, and an alterative 
meicurial. When* the' bdwdlsr nefed opening medicine, the 
mildest should be employed, as rhubarb and magnesia, 
01^ "casHor 'oil. I have,- however, fomid a coinbihatioh of 
didpfiatie" of magnesia, with myrrh and sniljphate of iron, 
^themefy:<Me^ in •eases which I supposed to be of ibis 
natur^;> blltr the diagnosis, it miist be ewned^ is difficult* 
Irritating purgatives should be avoided, as they tend to keep 
up the exelteinent.ln liie muciparous texture. 

In ordliiary cases of irritation in the inucotts membrane, 
produced by heat or variableness of temperature,'and' occa- 
sioning diarrhoea^ I find nothing answer better than the 
pulvis ctetsB c^sifpositus with catechu, sometimes with opium, 
and at night a few^ins of hydrargyrus cuim creta, dr'^pilula 
hydrargyria A previous aperient is seldom needful^ .but' it 
is'nece^vy to- guard against a subsequent tendency to cim- 
stipation. = In these cases I apprehend that the vessels of 
tb^ iskucousi'coat are in a state of extreme ' turgisseence — 
henee tbeoccusional appearance of blood in the evacuations ; 
and the* sightly etimul^it e£fect' of tlus medicine on the 
mucous 'surface^ tegavdixig at the same time the state of the 
liver, has a most favorable effect. Where there is much 
tenJeni^ss the application of leeches is requisite. 
' In^bue case of islwonic dian«hoea, lyhere there was reason 
to^ i&uf^po'se the membrane was in the statS' adverted to, I 
uised the sulphas cupri, as recommended by Dr. JE^liotson, 
With great advantage. ^ 

When the mucous membrane of the bowels becomes irri- 
tated, either from drastic purgatives or foreign substances,, 
or the spontaneoas development of congestion^ or subacute 



^ttAttOunfttiohi U \% tnilf ti^ttighiiig to Wftawii die qMntity 
of fluids that will be secreted. This fikct is exemplified in 
the watery AarrhatiaF'^^ disease by which, infants, even the 
previously robust and heaUhy^ will sometiiaeft be pi^ed 
^own alinost as speedHy as if hsmorrhage \aA taken place. 

On the 13th of August^ 1808, 1 was requested to see an 
infant seven months old. For some days the bowds had 
been disordered, yet I never saw a finer babe-— plump, and 
strong, and lively. I was called in ahoat two o'dock p. m. 
and was informed that at ten Ae child reclined on the mo- 
therms arm, and appeared e^itremely low, and a large quantity 
of fluid feces, the cblour of yeast| passed fiN>m the boweh, 
wetting through tiie mother's clothes, as weU as the infant's 
napkin and dress. These discharges were repeated, and at 
the time of my visit the child appeared in an estuemely ex- 
hausted state. Its- eyes were either fixed, or wandmng 
about with wildness. The flesh was cold, and flabby, and 
palUd; and tiie pulse scarcely perceptible. The Iktle patient 
• was placed in a warm bath, which appeared to leUeve the 
general languor, and restored circulation tp the autface* An 
astrixi^nt and cretaceous mixture, with a very small quan- 
tity of tincture of opium, was directed to be given every two 
hours. At seven in the evening the child appeared com* 
iertable ; it took ihe breast, and looked more lively than 
before. At thr^e in the moming'it again sucked freelyy and 
Yetaioed the milk on its stomach; but the bowels continued 
"to be greatly relaxed. Soon after this time its strength again 
drboped, and at six in the morning I was sent for;p but being 
engaged in obstetric duties I was unable to attend till nine> 
before which time the child had expired. 

The vessris of the mucous membrane were tui^d in 
- patches, and there was .a blush of redness on one part of 
' the liver; but it appeared to me that the disease was not of 
hepatic origin. 

This may be viewed as ati example of the exhausting 
eCfect of eaccfessive seoreftion firom the mUcoos membrane. 
When the disease is not so violent, blood is often passed in 
the, stbols, accompanied vilh slimy matter. There is no 
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viaken^plMe^'foi thfi blop^ is frequentjiy'diacliargQd froia the 

}. iQa (Hiie Qccf»io9, wbfiQ th^ disease l^d.coDtiiiue^ tpr. a 
loBg ti]i}ei:.C!099JdQr9.M9 %dirantage was denved froai JBJfictii^ 
lefieo^ata of deaOQti<)Q^ of bark amd laudanum. . , 

.. Another movbid state of the mucous membrane, or rather 
4i£thfkimiiooiis glandSi itkough .perh^p^ involving the whole 
vseeceting surface of the stomach, aad connected with defeo-: 
,tiire assimilation, occurs in the disease called Pyrosis,, and 
Jifirhich. naturally associates itself with the subject that has 
jjiist. passed, under notice. Tlie early symptoms may bear 
-a resionUanoe to those of ordinary dyspepsia, but it is of 
importance to distinguish them. This disease appears to 
;be very common in Scotland and Ireland, and if not 
Tery much so in this, country, yet every practitioner must 
jiaye seiefn repeated instances. The quantity of watery fluid 
secreted by the glands of the stomach is sometimes realty 
surprising^ and from this circumstance an affinity has been 
traiced between pyrosis and diabetes. Morgagni relates a 
very curious circumstance that happened to himself, and 
(it shdws . how very slight a cause may exdte to the 
most proAise effusions of fluid from secreting parts. He 
informs us that he accidentally swallowed a small leal; 
which, after making him sick, and occasioning considerable 
,pain'at the stomachy produced a discharge of sixteen pints 
.of fluid in .twenty-four hours, aiid it did not cease till the' 
offending substance was ^lodged by vomiting.* 
:; Pyrosis iias been regarded by some as a symptom of 
disease in the panci^as, but this opinion has nc^ obtained 
fSapport. Portal met with salivation as an attendant on 
induration of the pancreas, and this circumstance occurring 
^ others, might hare led to the opinion. In, some cases, 
asi in that iof : the celebrated indiiddual alluded to, we 
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may ci6tirider it m merely an effect oi some indigwiible 
or irtitating substance. The fluid thrown up is usually 
tasteless, or slightly acid, but sometimes the acidity is so 
powerful as to set the teeth on edge.* Sympathetic faead- 
aeh often attends this affection ; but in one of the following 
cases, the more prominent symptoms, arising both from 
the head and stomach, were distinctly periodical. I have 
generally relied on astringents, such as alum and kino^ 
combined with opium, paying attention to the state of 
tiie excretions, and carefully regulating both the quantity 
and quality of the ingesta. 

Case 1. 
Pyrosis with gastrodytda. 

Mr. T, S* about thirty years of age, consulted me on the 
3rd of December, 1812, He had for some days experienced 
cardialgia and sickness. He took an emetic, but ejected 
nothing except water having an acid taste. On the day 
when he sought my advice he was seized with severe pain 
in the stomach, accompanied with retching; the retching 
was violent^ and some blood appeared. His throat and 
stomach felt sore. Although he drank nothing after the 
first vomitings when he appeared to have emptied his 
atopiach, yet within, an hour or two afterwards he threw up 
about two quarts of an aqueous fluid slightly acid. He had 
undergone sevei^al, parojcysms resembling hysteria^ attended 
with violent twitchings of the arms and other parts of the 
bpdy. Some infusion of roses, with laudanum and sulphate 
of magnesia, was first prescribed ; but such was the exquisite 
sensibility of the membrane, that, on taking the first, dose^ . 
he experienced agonizing pain, from a burning sensation 
in the cB^ophagus and stomach, so that it was necessary to 
alter the medicine. The plain saline mixture, with pills 
containing opium and kino, agreed with him^ and in three 
days he was quite well. 

* Dr. Prout and Mr: CKildroi stated that the acid' 96 freqaently generated 
during imperfect digestion is the muriatic; but M. M. Leuret and Lessaigne 
allege that they invariably found the ^tric juice and the chyme acid, and 
impute it principally to the lactic acid, and not the hydrochloric. 
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Cass 2. 

'On the '29th of May, 1817, I was requested to see the 
maid servant of Mr. B — . She was twenty-four years of 
age, and though delicate, yet with a little indulgence she 
was able to fulfil her duties. ' Her chief complaints were 
gastric — what she denominated indigestion* She told me 
that her appetite now was tolerably good, but that imme- 
diately after taking food she was generally seized with a 
propensity to stool, and sometimes to vomit. These effects 
were accompanied with a distressing sensation of '' sinking 
at the stomach," and upwards of half a pint of aqueous 
.fluid was daily ejected from that viscus. The bowels and 
menstrual periods were regular, but the quantity of the 
catamenia was too abundant. It was under an increase 
of the gastric affection I was consulted, and prescribed as 
follows : 

. R Alum. rup. 

Pulv. kino aa gr. v. 
i^— — » cascarillaa gr. x. M. ft. pulvis; 
ter die sumendus cum cyatho mistursd sequentis. 

R Tlnct. opii gutt : xx 
— Lavend. 5j, 
Aqusefviij. Misce. 

She took it regularly for ten days, and was so much better 
as to request permission to discontinue it. 

In the case I am about to relate, the disease having 
been of long standing, and the ordinary means having failed, 
the soltttio arsenicalts was chiefly relied upon. 

Casb 3. 

Periodical pyrosis. 

Oh the 24th of March, 1&24, 1 was consulted by a gentle- 
man who resides a short distance from town. He was then 
about fifty years of age^ had been habituated to good 
living, and was riither corpulent. His chief subject of com- 
plaint was, that every Tuesday night, or Wednesday morning, 
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he had been, seized with pain in the head — so violent was 
it that he was unable ^o. attend to business through the 
day. These attacks were always accompanied with pyrosis* 
He usually ejected from the stomach about half a pint of 
watery fluid, so acid as to affect his teeth. His appetite 
was keen, and his bowels constipated. He suffered much 
from flatulence, and his tongue was furred. Having read 
Mr, Abemethy's work, he was able to report at once that 
his stools were clay-coloured. He had consulted several 
medical men, without deriving any advantage from their 
prescriptions. 

The first thing I endeavoured to ascertain was,, whether 
there existed any organic lesion, and from his countenance, 
and from a careful examination of the abdomen^ it was 
inferred that none had taken place ; nor did . it appear 
(although my patient was an important man in parish affairs) 
that the periodicity depended upon any weekly feast. My 
hopes of relieving him, however, were still limited, from 
knowing that although not addicted to inebriation, he had 
been accustomed to eat and drink rather in excess ; and 
his resources, both as to tiine and property, enabled him 
fully to gratify his inclination. Distrusting therefore his 
fair promises, I candidly expressed my fears— urged upon 
him the advantages and pleasures of health, and promised 
that I would use my utmost endeavours to render him com- 
fortable, if he would aid me by steady conformity to the 
plans laid down. 

As an essential preliminary 'he was required to relinquish 
his hot meat suppers, and to substitute a scanty meal of 
something very light. He was directed to lessen the quantity 
of meat at dinner, and to increase his bodily exercise. 

It seemed necessary, at. first, to empty the bowels, and 
for this purpose he took a combination of calomel, scam- 
mony, and jalap, every other night, and some alkaline aiyi 
bitter medicines twice a day. 

His report at the expiration of a fortnight was that he 
had not been so severely affected as formerly, but the 
attacks bad recurred at the stated periods. The powder 
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tisualty acted very efficiently within a few honre, and he 
uniformly felt better after taking it. Having on oth^r occa^- 
sions known arBenic useful in Bome chronic cases of pyrosis, 
this circumstance^ as well as the decided periodicity of the 
affection both of the head and stomachy led me to administer 
it in the following combination : . 

R Infusi Rhei 

-»— Cascarillse aa §yss* 
Liq, Arsenicalis ni* xv. 
Tinct. Cascarillse 5yj. 
Liq. potassae 5j. M* Sumat 
cochL maj. iij. ter die. 

By the third of May, the quantity of liquor arsenicalis had 
been gradually augmented to tti xxx. The patient was then 
much better, and though he generally had an attack of 
headach once in the week, it was not so severe as to disable 
him for business, nor was it confiued to any particular day. 
The state of the stomach was much improved, and the ejec- 
tion of fluid greatly diminished. Through the months of 
June and July he pursued nearly the same plan, occasionally 
omitting the opening powder for a week or ten days, and 
then taking it twice a week. Sometimes he trespassed by 
eatmg a hearty meat supper, and was deservedly punished 
for his indiscretion by a violent attack of headach ; but when 
he observed moderation in eating, and drank but little with 
his food, and especially when his supper was Kght and 
scanty, he enjoyed an immunity from cerebral 'afiijction. 
Though the eructation was sometimes acid, the stomach had 
ceased to eject fluid for two or three weeks. He now took 
medicine only occasionally, just to regulate the state of his 
bowels. The liver was still sluggish, and a repetition of the 
' powder,, and a few doses of blue pill were at times found 
useful. On paying him a friendly visit, after he had discon- 
tinued the regular use of medicine, he informed me that 
three weeks had elapsed without his either suffering acidity 
or Jieadach. 
That there is an efficacy in medicine to remove or mitigate 
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M«l 'dimi9e% eaanot. twAf be .^ivaftioQed, b\it fhtre ace 
meny easiss in which the best nadeiatoed tieaAment aad "the 
utmost soiickude of th& practitioiimr are circolaveated by 
the folly and weakneae of the patientw Like the Afsicaaof 
Goinea, there are perBonawho piefier' noarishinent to the 
purchase of life by a strict regimen^* and how can they rear 
sonably expect permanent benefit from medicine? Undoubt- 
edly it needs resolution for an individual long accustomed to 
unreatricted indulgences at table, to tobject himself to rigid 
discipline; but when a man is aware that his indulgences not 
only abridge his comforts, but expose him to pain of body, 
to mental injury, and to peril of life/ it argues little for his 
good sense if he have not adequate self-c<Hnmand to make 
the required sacrifice. 

* • 

HiBmorrhagefrom the Alimentary CanaL 

The state. of the mucous membrane, adverted to. at page 4^- 
is «ot unconnected with the subject of haemorrhage, nor if^ 
the. subject foreign to that of dyspepsia; for, although, jl^e 
hfemorrhage may be the first symptopi. that . awakena atten^ 
tiqui it is . usually preceded by a derangement .of functioou* 
The hannorrhage Itself constitutes a symptom, or is an effect 
of ; other diseases interfering with the digesl^ve process^ 
Whenever bleeding, takes place from an internal, orgaa it 
caxmotfail to excite considerable solicitude, as ^ the circum^ 
stances under which it occurs may be involved in .some 
obscmrity. It may arise from the rupture of a blood-«csse|^ 
fiom> ulceratioui from irritative action, or, from a pa6aiv,e 
oozmg^from the turgid villi, pervading often a consideiablp 
tract of the xianal, which may retain after death a deep red 
colour.^. The concomitant circimistances are extren^ely 
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* ^'The ignorant and savage African, judging of the prostration of his 
strength occasioned by disease als of that occurring in a state of liealth from 
exercise o^ fati^e, probably cons&deni thatit mayb^'remedied by tb^ same 
meansi and Ins reoourse lo nourishmeut; irfaUstitfae soiidaly .yidding to the 
dictates of nature, rigidly abstiuns from ii.'' There are others beaicU»'^^ef# 
aayages to. whom thi^ observation i^ not inapplipable« 
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vanaMiu • The .inplor^ of a vessel may fake .|>kce from 
inoreastdjibvce in die asterial system, or from disease in tbe 
coat&'Of the artery; but when httmotrhage takes place from 
iheixnacotta membrane of the bowels, it seems, most fre<- 
qiiently to arise from irritative acti<Hi (which must be dis* 
tingaished from strength of action), or from those congesttons 
which result :from organic diseases, in the. liver. The kaart^ 
too, has been found, enlarged, and so loose in ks texture 
that it' might easily be torn. This . circumstance shows the 
tieeeesity ttf distinguishing active from passive hsBmotrhage 
•^rritotive action', from- power*-for which it f sometimes 'is 
mistaken; . 

'\a most •of -die cases that have fallen under my obser* 
vation the liver was affected, though tiie .hlood! did.. not 
proceed- from that organ ; and in the greater number of the 
cases I have examined, there was no abrasion, of structure^ 
The points froni. which the besmorrhage bad taken place 
wei'e surrdimded with turgid vessels tending like radii from a 
c^itr%or^ as is mentioned above,.the minute vessels werC'SO 
turgid thixmgh a more or less extended sur&ce of the viUoos 
coat asl to redden deeply the portion, of membrane^ .and 
if the handle of the scs^pel were bsrt lightly, drawnt over 
ftte p*art, it became smear-ed with blood. I have witoeasM 
this ststte of the bowels when it had originated spontanea 
Otil^lyi and also as theeffectof very irritating purgativies. > . 

Hie foUovriiig is an abstract of an al&cting^ case. i of 
haanoirhage from the stomach, occurring, under . the ciiw 
cumstances I. have adverted to; and, having:been preceded 
by fil Actional disorder occasioittng signa of dyiipepsia,jit is 
ehtitled'to present <;onsideration^ It shows to how v great 
tth Extent bleeding may take place from mere, hftmonrhfigie 
action, and how that irritative action may. continue .whem- 
the vital powers have become almost extinct. . 

. The young lady, who was the subject of this case, had 
attained her fourteenth year when I was called upon to see 
her on the 36th of April, 1812. She had been a frequent 
sufferer from biHous and dyspeptic affections, through the 
whole of her life^ and twice I had att^oded her before, on 
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account of vomiting blood. For sei^eral mofrtks her health Jiad 
been greatfy im^piOTing/ the^ oataiamiia kad<bocMiie^ tegidar, 
and her parents congfatulated themselves in the appearance 
t)f progressive advancement tp perfect health, though great 
attention to diet, and close observation of the state of the 
bowels were requisite.^ I was called up at four o'clock in the 
morning. She had been attacked with vomiting, and bad 
thrown up about two pints of fliiid, chiefly blood. The 
{Ailse was quick and vibratiiig. She was faint, and had 
considerable pain about the epigastrium, particularly before 
each act of vomiting, which recurred about. every quarter 
of an hour, and in the course of the day, she threw up two 
quarts of fluid, little else than blood, which showed itself 
in coagula. In the evenings the vomiting continued with 
unabated violence, but in the course of the night, the inter- 
vals were longer* Early in the morning of the 27th she 
ejected a large quantity at once, and syncope ensued^ 

The measures which had been found useful on former 
occasions, were digitalis and infusion of roses, with sulphate 
of magnesia, and she found great relief and refreshment 
from our applying cloths dipped in vinegar and water over 
the stomach. She wasricept cool and quiet, and every thing 
she took was cold and acidulated. In the course of a fe^ 
hours, the bow^ were greatly affected, and whilst. she nufi^ 
seated on the p6t de chambre, she was seiated with a cout' 
vulsive paroxysm, under which she struggled violently. In 
her extremely exhausted condition, it was directed that shjs 
should, on no account, rise from bed, or be j^aced in the 
erect position; but even when lying in bed^ her fai^tne^ 
was oceasicmally so distressing, as to require the adminis- 
tration of alittle winct and even brandy, to prevent the total 
extinctioh of life. » 

When visiting hei on the morning of the 28th, I had the 
pleasure to leiaurn that the intervals of vomiting had lengthened, 
but these flattering appearances were only of short duration. 

R lufusi ros8B |j. 

Tinct. Opii, gutt. iij. Fiat haustus; 
tertia quaque hora sumendus. 
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• On the 29th, the bowels were rather confined, and were 
relieved by adding a little sulphas magnesiae to the infusion 
of roses. The vomiting' of blood occasionally recurred on 
the 30th, and sometimes a considerable quantity was 
thrown up; The pulse was quick and^ vibrating. There was 
great thirsty and much general soreness^ and still she com- 
plained of pain in the right hypochondrium extending to 
the scapula. 

Alum and catechu were combined with the former 
medicine. 

In the evening my young friend appeared to be nearly ex- 
hausted, and, contrary to the course enjoined, the attendants 
complied withher request, and placed her on the chamber uten- 
sil, when she was instantly seized with another fit. I saw 
her soon afterwards, but she could scarcely speak. Several 
times in the day she had been sick, and had thrown up 
blood, and the discharges from the bowels were almost 
equally sanguineous. The pulse was very small and quick. 

Drained and exsanguineous as she appeared, yet whilst I 
sat in the room the retching came on, and she' threw up 
three or four ounces of clear blood. 

It was intimated to the family that there was little pro- 
bability of the patient's recovery, and that every ray of hope 
would be intercepted without the most strict attention to 
the measures prescribed, and one of them was, not only the 
mosf careful avoidance of exertion, but even of a position, 
which might be unfavourable to the circulation. 

R Zinci Sulphat gr. v. . 
Digitalis pulv. gr. iij. 
Opii gr. iss. 

Cons. Rosee q. s. ut ft. pil. vj« 
. quarum sumat unam secunda quaque hora cum 
haustu sequente. 

R Decoct. Cinchon. Jvj. 
Syr. 3j. 

Acid. Sulph. dil. gutt. x. ft. haustus. 
c 
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She took a little animal jelly frequently, and^ocQasionaUy, 
some port wine. 

The digitalis might appear somewhat incompatible with 
other parts of the above prescription, but having seen it 
useful in allaying irritation under similar circumstances, I 
felt disposed to place it in combination. 

On the 1st of May I was informed, that she had been twice 
sick from the medicine, but had ejected nothing else. She 
complained that the draught was particularly unpleasant to 
her, and therefore an ounce of infusum rossB was substituted* 

On the 2nd the bowels were reported to be rather con- 
fined, but she had not been sick for twenty-four hours, and 
appeared comfortable. After taking a dose of rhubarb, sh^ 
persisted in the draughts and pills as before. 

She ate some bread and butter in the evening, passed the 
night comfortably, with the exception of being hot and 
restless about four o'clock. At nine, I fouod her asleep, 
but the pulse was full and quick, and the skin hot. At 
three in the afternoon I was peremptorily summoned, and 
found her faint. The pulse was quick and vibrating. She 
was thirsty, and complained of throbbing about the epigas- 
trium, and of pain in the sides of the head. From these 
symptoms we inferred that heemorrhage was taking place 
internally, and that we should have a recurrence of the 
vomiting of blood. I directed that the medicine should be 
continued, and that cloths wetted with vinegar and water, 
should be applied to the pit of the stomach. This appli^ 
cation was very refreshing to her, and she soon appeared 
somewhat relieved. 

At nine in the evening,.! found b^r comfortably asleep. 
The faintness had decreased, and the pulse improved. She 
passed a good night, and was cheerful and without pain in 
the morning. The pulse was 100, and soft. The lotion 
had been continued through the night. 

The bowels were still confined, and therefore the rhu- 
barb draught was repeated. . The tonic draught was still 
taken every four hours, and the pill with every alternate 
draught. 



19 

. In the manui)g;pf tibue 6fh her frieiulfi informed me,6tal 
she had passed a. veiy^ uncomfortable night, complaining of 
headachy and being delirious through a considerable part of 
the night. She felt rather better this i^omingp though 
extremely weak. The bowels had been opened but. very, 
scantily^ and therefore sulphate of magnesia was combined 
with some lightly tonic medicine, and in the course of the 
day she had free dejections. 

The two following nights she passed rather comfortably, 
but during the day on the 8th she had several attacks of 
delirium, lasting from half an hour to two hours. The skin 
had now become very yellow. She passed the night of the 
8ih very weU, and took a rhubarb draught in the morning, 
which operated six times, and as she seemed restless in the 
evening, six drops of tinctura opi.i were given as well as a 
grain and half of palomel. This was prescribed with a view 
to relieve the head of increasing congestion, or of the sense 
of fulness, so conunoa after profuse hsemorrhage. 

She was rather comatose in the morning of the 10th. The 
sickness bad recurred twice, without the ejection of blood. 
There was a hot skin as well as headachy and a quick and 
feeible pulse, 

R Cinchonae pulv. 

Confect. arom. aa gr. X. 
Syr. 5ss. 

Mist. Camph. ^i. ft. haust. qtiaque 
hora sumendus. 

R Syr. papav. alb. Jiss, 

Acidi nitrosi diluti 5i. Misce, et 
siimat cochl. parv. i ssepd. 



During this day the sickness did not recur, but there 
remsuned considerable pain in the head, and in the evening 
it was accompanied by a frequent sensation of numbness 
about the arms and legs. 

Impon. nuched empl. Lyttse. 

c 2 
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She had no delirinm through the night The pulse was very 
qui6k and weak, and the skin hot. The head however was 
relieved and the tongue was cleaner. 

Continuentur haustus et syrupus. 
She had a good night. In the morning of the 12th she 
had three dejections. The pulse was 110 and the skin less 
yellow. She had taken milk freely. Half a grain of calomel 
and the same of opium were given at bed-time. She slept 
nearly all night, but appeared indistinct in mind the next 
morning. Once she had retched but had thrown up only 
the medicine. It was directed that she should continue the 
medicine, and take the calomel at night. 

Though she passed through the night comfortably, she 
Remained incorrect in mind on the 14th, but in the evening 
of the 1 5th she became rational. The abdomen now began 
to grow distended, and on the 16th the distension was 
excessive, accompanied with great tenderness; but the 
bowels were open. The yellowness of the skin had dis- 
appeared. . 

The .attendants were directed to rub the abdomen with an 
anodyne embrocation, but in other respects she pursued the 
same plan, taking the strengthening medicine in the day, 
and at night a small dose of calomel. Occasionally, when 
the evidence of local congestion had been most strongly 
marked, she took three grains of calomel with apparent 
benefit./ For son^e days she experienced little variation. 
Her nights were moderately quiet. The bowels were 
open, and the dejections dark and consistent. The pulse 
was 100, the skin cool, and the tongue clean and moist. 
The degree -of distension and tenderness somewhat varied, 
and cough and dyspncea had an evident relation to the 
degree of abdominal tension. The appetite was tolerable, 
but the sense of fulness was increased after eating. The 
abdomen was fomented as well as rubbed. 

. Jhough she bad previously been somewhat better, yet on 
the 21st the abdomen was extremely tense and tender. The 
distension appeared tympanitic, and extended so much to 
the back that the lumbar vertebrsB could not be felt. Her 
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cougl^ was troublejSome and the tMreathing short, and she had 
pain frequently in the abdomen, back, and different parts i)f 
the body. The tongue was still clean/ and the pulse Was 
quick and vibrating. 

Habeat Pulv. Ipecac^ comp.gr. v. quarta 
quaque hora, cum haustn sequente. 
R Infus. August, cum Rheeo ^i. 
Syr. Aur. Ji. 
Oonf. Arom. gr. xv. ft. Haust. . 

She passed through the ensuing night comfortably, and in 
the morning the cough was much relieved. The pain, too, 
which she had previously felt in the abdomen and in other 
parts, had greatly subsided. She felt sick at taking the 
medicine, and vomited the third dose. The bowels were 
TOOMch. less tense and tender. 

In the evening she complained of severe pi^n between the 
shoulders, but after taking the medicine it became easier, 
and she passed a comfortable night. From this period the 
abdominal distension gradually subsided, so that by the 24th 
the parietes were soft. The legs now became oedematous. 
Though she made water freely, the addition of a little tin<xtf 
digitatis was^ useful. 

During the months of June and July she was convalefi* 
cent,' but the skin was occasionally yellow. About the 
30th of July she complained of considerable pain in the 
right hypochondrium extending to the shoulder^ and the 
skin was very yellow. The pulse being quick and rather 
hard, and fearing the recurrence of hsemorrhage^.I drew 
from the arm about four ounces of blood. It did not induce 
faintnessi and on the next day she was better. She wa$ 
afterwards attacked with violent pain in the left side, but 
which subsided when the bowels had been freely opened by 
calomel, and the yellowness also disappeared. 

On the 4th of August, she had violent pain in the right 
side of the abdomen, which was tense and tender, but by 
means of warm fomentations, an anodyne embrocation, and 



'iktmn'e'inieifieifte, slie became -eoti&fortabte. Slie Uiea took 
this misttkra ferri comp. with adVantftge^ and Wettt Ho Dover 
'abbiit ^i middle of August. At firdt she tried the effect of 
mere change of air^ but this did not avail, therefoire I -advised 
the warm bath with a recurrence to the chalybeate medicine, 
and small doses of Calomel at night. Under this plan her 
general health improved, and by the middle 5f October she 
was materially better ; and the amendment was confirmed 
by subsequent attentions at home. 

On the 6th of November I detected an enlargement in 
the region of the spleen, nevertheless she increased in 
strength, and, with the exception of occasional pains in 
different parts of the abdomen^ she felt comfortable, attd 
grew lusty. The minute recorded in my journal, on the l4tfi 
of January, W13, is that •' she continues Well.'' 

Before advancing to the sequel of this interesting' case, I 
shall just observe, that we had here, first, impaired digestion, 
froin hepatic derangement. In the progress of tkne the 
vascular system of the assimilative organs became distuft>ed 
from the same cause. It is likely that, at first, there v^as con- 
gestion from impeded circulation through the vena port», then 
irritative action, from the state of the nervous system, 
bupervened. Another circumstance worthy of notice, is the 
re-action and the appearance of inflammation in different 
parts after the body had been rendered almost bloodless. 
Tiie head — the liver — ^the spleen' — the peritoneum— and per- 
haps flie lungs— appeared to be successively affected. These 
symptoms often arise after very Copious depletion or. hsemorir- 
bage, and if they are treated as inflammation it is more than 
probable the patient will die.* Then again, the erratic pain 
so commonly attendant on extreme weakness or broken 
health, often resembling rheumatism, cannot fail to have 
been generally noticed ; and whilst in the former instance 
we see indications of irregular distribution of blood, produc- 
ing, congestion, we have here irregularity in the diffusioii 



^ ^^ide Abridgm^t of Morgagni, v<^. 1st, pp. 73 and 1 1 0, and HallVEssays. 
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6f nervous influence. These asthenic pains, howeyer, are 
not, I apprehend, so satisfactorily explicable as distuibed 
circulation. • ' 

They only who have attended an interesting patient 
through a protracted seasonof extreme peril, can appreciate 
^be felicity enjoyed by the medical man, when he has sur- 
mounted every difficulty and been instrumental, under 
providence, in conducting (iie sufferer to a point of safety. 
But here he has often to rejoice with trembling. He may 
have gained a summit, but it is not all plain surface beyond. 
This was the case with the young lady iu question. ' Our 
-satisfaction at seeing her so much better than we had resison 
to expect was but of short duration. Indeed, at the moment 
of highest congratulation, there was enough in the sallow 
complexion to indicate that all was not right, and it was 
consolatory to me, when a relapse occurred, to know that 
we had not been lulled into false security, and that the family 
were not taken at unawares. 

Until the 2nd of April she continued apparently well. 
The strength was progressively increasing, and the catamenia 
for some months had been regular. The alvioe excretions 
both as to quantity and frequency were natural, and she was 
able to take considerable exercise. On the 1st of April she 
was more cheerful than usual — retired to rest at the accus- 
tomed hour, and slept till one o'clock. She then awoke and 
felt sick. 'I was called at two, when she complained of 
alternations of heat and cold — of faintness — ^and of uneasi- 
ness and throbbing about the stomach. She had retched 
several times, but had not ejected any thing. Apprehending 
a return of heemorrhage, I withdrew about six ounces of 
blood, and prescribed — ^Infus. Rosse Ji. secunda vel tertia 
quaque hora, directing the body to be kept as cool as 
possible. 

On visiting her at half-past eight, I found that she had 
♦omited blood several times. The first she brought up was 
a small quantity of dark-coloured fluid resembling coffee 
groudd^, the next appeared to be clear blood, and nearly all 
coagulated. She had ejected about three pints, for after 



l^twdji^g lame liQi»ns ttorCOag«Iii^4iotoejHMMk%dtwo, pints. 
She had passed one confined dejection. Tbe^pidse "whb fr€* 
^aent and feeble. An ounce of rose infusioni with a dram of 
sDlphate of '.magnesjiay to be tckken every two hours^ in con- 
jm^cUpn with, the zinc pills formerly prescribed. By three 
o'clock she had taken three dos^s of the medicine, and had 
vomited, about a quarter of an hour after two of them, but had 
bi;ou^t up no blood* She had enjoyed some comfortable 
sjeepi but complained of throbbing about the stomach and 
^rpss. the upper part of the abdomen. The pulse was quick 
a;^4 a. little hard. 

^^J^t eigjut she was much in the same condition. Although 
sifk once or twice she had thrown up no blood. She 
noticed that pressure about the scrobiculus cordis excited 
i)W9e^.—- The draught to betaken every three hours, and the 
m^. eve^ six. 

{.yi^itJAgiher at eight o'clock in the morning of the '3rd of 
April, I was informed that at ten the preceding evening she 
hri)i}ght up, more blood, and. that in the course of the night 
slfjQ had vomited it frequently. Within this period she had 
thrown up as much as supplied by measurement two pints 
of coagulai and perhaps we do not exaggerate in adding a 
third for the serum, when estimating the quantity of blood. 
The pulse was quick and still a little hard The bowels 
had . not been opened since the preceding day. The 
features were sunk. She solicited wine, which was allowed 
diurJLjig the continuance of the faintness. Since the return 
qf h^^orrhage the pills and draughts had been given every 
two hours, and this, perhaps, accounted for the constant 
nauae.a and some tendency to coma. The pills were there* 
f()^9. omitted. A dose of calomel and rhubarb was recom- 
n^ei^d^^, and the continuance of the draughts. She made 
biit Uttle water. 

At one o'clock I was informed that she had passed a 
qpgious evacuation, nearly all coagulated blood, and when 
sittpg pn the pot de chambre she was seized, as before, with 
a convulsive paroxysm. She was immediately laid on the 
b^^^ aqd j^>,p jf ce ,^ bro^ ispfpedin brandy, given tether. 
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Qff pulaa.ail Uii» twe^ my ntdt was qmek^ ii»i4 lAie Mt 

1 Befqre eigbt p« id> &]he kad pasted neren stoob^ in which, 
afc leaftti o]iie> pintof blood must hsve been contained. There 
]^ad been no vonuting* She dozed considerably/ and ^eeemed 
comfortable at this hour. The pulse was quick and skin cool. 

;ApKil 4tb» At nine in the morning I was informed that 
she bad passed i a tolerable night, and bad not Tomitedi biit 
ab^ifelt a little sick and had throbbing about the stdmach. 
libe pulse was yery quick, the skin cool, and the urihary 
secretion was deficient. Pressure on the region of the 
atomadi still excited sickness, but occasioned no pain. The 
coii^junctiysa were yellowish. She had had three bfiensive 
andt bloody dejections. - 

: ,The eveamg. report was that at one o'clock she became sick 
and returned the medicine, with about two ounces of blood. 
She had retchedafterwards several times, but vomitedno blood. 
She underwent a short convulsire paroxysm in bed, although 
• sbe had not been moved. At the time of my visit the pulse 
' was extremely quick and irregular. There was considerable 
thirst, and the palpitation of the heart was violent. She 
partook frequently of jelly with a little port wine in' it. 

. Within the night she frequently dozed, and at four o'clock 
vomited about a quarter of a pound of blood. She had two 
dejections consisting almost wholly of blood, and apparently 
about: a pint. She took nourishment frequently. 

.In the morning the pulse was 130. The palpitation was 
violent and thirst oonsidetable. The temperature of the skin 
was natural. She had no vomiting during the day, and took 
moderately of nourishment. The bowels were twice opened, 
but not in large quantity nor so bloody as before. The pat- 
pi)atipn had been less distressing, but at the time of my visit 
the heart was throbbing violently. The pulse was upwards 
of 130 but rather less haemorrhagic than before. 

, The medical treatment contiauied the same. At ten a 
messenger informed me that the vomiting of blood had 
r^torped. 

, April 6th, at seven a. m. I |iaid my yowg friend a visit. 
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MEuldkarailtliatoTeriiighti she had thrown up thr^ or four 

ounces of blood, but had not vomited since. After the 

TiMftiting she' was rerj cMy and then took some caudle and 

jslept. ^She was restless through the night, and I found her 

• estremdy IpW, with frequent subsultus tendinum. She had 

.kd&en flreely of bn^h and beef tea, and a little wine. 

. It vsras erident tihat. the sufierings of my patient were 

rhastening to a dose. . She was restless through the day from 

.A Mister and from exhaustion. She slept tolerably till three 

'O'cldck^-Hsfterwards was rathei* delirious, generally talking 

: incoherently and loudly, but capable of giving a rational 

answer. At eight o'clock die following morning the pulse 

was quick and weak.. The palpitation was not so violent, 

and there had been no sickness. She passed the morning 

with reBtl€8sness, and violent convulsive twitchings of the 

.armb' were often observed. At three p. m. I called and 

observed that her countenance was cadaverous, and the 

itongne and mouth were dmost exsanguis. She had not 

f dosed, but had .taken nourishment in small quantities. She 

•swallowed with extreme hurry, and soon aftef this hour deglu- 

jtition.became difficult. The pulse was extremely feeble and 

quick. Her cries were at times distressing. In the afternoon 

abe became comatose^ and could only be roused for a moment. 

. Gradually sinking, without the smallest apparent uneasiness, 

Ate ceased to breathe about eleven o'clock. 

As this young lass had discharged at least ten pints of 
blood within the month, it became an object of great in(el*est 
:to' ascertain the source, and the family cheerfully complied 
with my request. 

On the 9th I examined the body. — On opening the abdo- 
isen, the omentum presented itself in its natural position, 
covered with a yeUowish fat The intestines were distended. 
And looked black in some places, as if from dark matter 
contained in. them. 

The liver was considerably enlarged, extending to the 
left hypochondrium. It was of areddish colour, and scirrh- 
ous throughout. The gall-bladder was distended with 
.bile of a nearly black colour, but which on being^ diluted 
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•be<i8me yeltowish •groea'^Bhowing 4htt. itft< e^u^iw^not 
ftoijsiblood. Tte coats of this visctts w^ethidkeiied. The 
spleen was enlarged to doable < its ordintfiy biilk^ having t)ie 
iipt)earaaee aiid solidity of healthy, lirer, and containing but 
Ittde blood. When the stonkach was cut into, the mncoos 
coat appeared healthj except near th^ cardiac onfice. 
fiere there waa a spot of redness which presented ' the 
opp^iirsinoe of inflammation surrounded with a radiiis* of 
turgid vessels and ecchymosis, eitending about two inchea. 
Though this evidently was the spot from which hsBmorrhage 
had taken place yet no abrasion was discoverable. The 
blood had flowed from a tnere point, but haemorrhagic 
Ufetion had been set up in the circumjacent vessels, just as 
we often see it* from a leech**l^te. There were numerous 
petechia. .within the OBSophagus. The duodenum contained 
some thiid^ yellowish matteis. In the jejunum and ileum 
th^re was a large quantity, of Uaek m<»rbid matter, wUch 
in. some places was distinctly mixed with blood, and resem^ 
bled currant jelly. Within the cdion we found 'Some black 
feces, and the mucous ' coat was of a deep red colour — ^not 
from tnrgescenoe of vessels, but from effiision into the sub* 
jaceat cellular tissue. 

There was a considerable quantity of fat deposited about 
the kidneys,- aad these organa themselves were rather large. 
The pelvis of the led contained some puriform fluid,- and 
there was a large quantity of mucus in the bladder, 
•w The veins of the mesentery were so distended by coagu- 
Uted'^blood 'tts to give them an appearance of vessels: filled 
vrith a black injection. 

' There was a small quantity of serous deposition in' the 
cavities of the thorax and pericardium, and fidso in the sub^ 
fftance of the lungs. 

Viewing tibis case as now rendered complete, the analysis 
already given has been confirmed. The liver must, have 
been the prbnary seat of mischief. Not only would the 
disease in this organ tend to excite sympathetic derange- 
amits in the circulating systemi but circidatidn • through it 
wa« ilnpaded. The hsemcNrrhagSi however, did ^ not. r^ult 
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from mere pkthor&y bift firom an inita€ive:ftetio& exeited i& 
the part, and, perhaps, increasing rather than diaunidbiiig iks 
the powers of the hody became reduced. 

This caie deeply impressed upon my mind some of the 
effects of excessive losses of blood; and some further obser- 
vations have been published in the work alluded to. Con- 
gestion of the vessels in the mucous membrane of the bowdis 
not unfrequently occurs in fever, and a large quantity of 
-blood is sometimes effused. 



Aphtha. 

There is another condition of the digestive orgahs con* 
nected with impaired assimilative powers, and the effect of 
which/when seen in the mouth, is usually regarded as 8ympa«> 
thetic of gastric or intestinal derangement of another kind. 
That it is often thus connected cannot be questioned, but it 
frequently arises* as an idiopathic disease^ and pursues an 
independent course— producing the most severe conse- 
quences, even to a fatal termination ; though this unhappy 
result is not frequeht. Under many forms of disease it 
, occurs to patients of all ages, and is usually indicative of 
great weakness. It attends that state of the system which 
may perhaps be tegarded a^ erythematous, and is common 
among infants at the breast, especially when the nurse is 
not healthy. To parents and nurses it generally appears as 
a very slight disease. Domestic remedies failing to restore 
the child's health, advice is solicited. The bowels are still 
disordered — the motions being frequent, knotty, aoid or 
fetid, and of various unhealthy hues. The practitioner is 
informed that the child has the thrush, and on examining 
the mouth he discovers the disease still pervading the lining" 
of this cavity. Influenced by prevailing hypotheses he may 
regard the mouth as affected sympathetiosdly, imputing its 
disease to a deranged condition of the digestive organs, and 
not take into account all the circumstances bearing on the 
health of the little sufferer, and on which a peculiar affection 
of the mucous |nembrane depends. The mother's milk, the 



other food of the child, ^tnd the pntotioes of theanraei^ovght 
to be objects of special investigation. 
The following cases appear to be deserving of attention : 

CA8B 1. 

. On the 27th of July, 1826, I was requested to see the 

infant of Mr. B , eet: six months. It had been very 

healthy till now, and still remained at the breast of a rather 
delicate mother, and also took food made of biscuit powder. 
It had been seized with diarrhoBa — the stools being green, 
slimy, and very offensive, and on the palate there was an 
eruption of aphtha. I prescribed an astringent cretaceous 
mixture, with three grains of hydrargyrus cum cfeta every 
other night, and a slight improvement of diet, restricting, 
however, the quantity. The little patient did not express 
much suffering, except by an occasional extension of the 
legs, accompanied by a momentary shriek. The bowet> 
affection became rather better, but at the expiration of i^ 
few days a degree of stupor supervened. A cretaceous 
mixture was continued, and the bowels were acted on 
occasionally by a small dose of the pulvis rhssi. Notwith- 
standing the stupor the eyes remained sensible to light, 
and yet occasionally there existed so much torpor, that even 
when the palpebrse were separated objects placed within 
the sphere of vision were not noticed. On some days the 
infant looked about it, and at the expiration of a few days 
the stupor passed off,' confirming us in the impression, that 
the cerebral affection was sympathetic in its origin, and 
not permanent in its nature. The belly was soft.' The 
dejections were frequent and fetid ; and, variable as to 
colour: and towards the end of a fortnight they became 
rather bloody, demonstrating that the disease in the mucous 
membrane was advancing. 

A change of nurse and of atmosphere were now recom- 
mended, but both were impracticable. 

About the twelfth day the anus became inflamed.- The 
pulse was very indistinct, and the hands and feet were so 
cold, that although the weather, was hot, ycyb. even in bed 
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with >i|8 aaeAeribey ooidd' iipt bie.'k^{»t wfeqrm.. It wi^ 
remarkable, too, that aUbough .t)ie chSd took, but . little 
nonriBbaaent, especially towavdp the latter period of its life, 
the body did not waste. Very little urine was voided*— often 
none for twenty-four houfs, bkit the stools were watery. 
There was oocafitonal sickPjess, bqt qo strabismus or. knitting 
of the eye-broHrs. The easiest position was lying on the Is^p, 
with- the head thrown backwards. 

It was evident that the affection of the bowels w^ tb^ 
primary disease (unless we; refer to a state of defective power 
as having preceded and occasioned it), and no doubt could 
be entertained that the^ aphthous eruption extended over 
the mucous surface of the alimentary canal. The degree of 
stoper led the friends to look for depletion by leeches, and 
t&t thS' application of blisters ; but, on due deliberation, I 
did not feel warranted in acceding to these opinions. When, 
indeed^ other means directed to the primary affections 
proved unavailing, four leeches were applied to the temples^ 
and blisters behind the ears, but they seemed to accelerate 
l^e infeail's death. Such was the defect of circulation — ^the 
coldness, and torpor for some days before death-— thajj 
nothing appeared SQ temporarily useful as small doses of 
anunonj^» For a week or ten days before the infant's 
dncefiAe we lost even the imperfect supply the mother's 
breast had rendered, owing to her anxiety : and not being 
abl(a.to meet with a ^ood nurse, asses milk was preferred^ 
The ppwers. of life g^dually sunk, and death occurred on 
die llih of August--<without a struggle. 

On tJie following day I examined the body. — 

When the scalp was reflected we observed that the perii^ 
cn»iwim looked red, perhaps from the early age of the child^^^ 
or. a tinge it had acquired subsequent to death. The mem* 
branes and surface of the brain were quite healthy, with the 
exception of there being an exceedingly slight depositipn of 
serum on the anterior lobes of the cerebrum. The substance, 
of the brain was perfectly natural, and the whole of the 
fluid contained in the ventricles did not exceed one dram. 

There were no morbid appearances in tbe thorax. 
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< Tracing tber <BBopb^giis from the jaioittb. na .«{Mioii9 
eniptipn was discoyerablei but the lining meiohraaeiwas 
somewhat ceddened* . Tlie muoous coat of the ^tomachi was 
redj and towards the pyloric orifice there were: nuoiecaus 
round ^^ts of ulceration. Throughout the ' ^oaall . intestines 
the glandule aggregatsa were much enlacg^d, and. the glan^ 
dulse solitariae in the colon. Through, the whole of thia 
intestine these diseased bodies were very numerous^ espe-* 
cially in the caecum. The matter pervading the canal linak 
in some parts green«-in others grey — but in none .healthy^ 
The liver appeared to be free from disease, and the gait-* 
bladder full of apparently healthy bile. 

We may infer from the latter circumstance that the 
appearance of the evacuations is not always a criterion of 
the condition of the liver. The cause of death is not.vecy 
apparent in this case ; but I think we have some warrant to 
impute it to inanition^ without the ordinary effect, namely]^ 
emaciation. The temperature of the body and state of 
circulation were quite indicfitive of this. The little food 
received into the stomach passed through it as in a case 
of tabes mesenterica, and the inactivity of the absorbents 
generally, was indicated by the child's retaining its bulk.^ 
The defective urinary secretion would quite, conaur with 
this rationale. This view of the pathology of. .the >ca$e 
would lead me to expect that a.mcHre pure air, and- appro- 
priate diet, might have avmled much in restoring the ioifiiot^ 
. I shall add another case, much mose violent in degree : . : 

' ' Cas« 2. " 

• * * 

Mrs. .H— , the mother of several fipe and heaUby children, 
was confined on the 7tb of Pecember, J826> .The iil&n^ 
appear^ perfectly heathy, , like all the former children^ 
About a fortnight after its birth aphthse were observed m 

I 1 ^ I l| II . ■ ■■■ I ^.1.^ ■ . II »f I I ■ M * "^ "Ml '■■■■■■yiii 

, * It is not very common tp see both interstitial absovption apd d^|;>ositioii- 
quite at rest in disease. Morgagni observed that it was an un&vorable sign 
When the sick did npt waste. After fevers the interstitial absorption does. 
not appear so relatively active as the process of assimilation ; heiice persons 
sometimes become extraordinarily lusty after su^h attacks; 
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Mm tmmhf and '*• eiteMtllMi^iftV^ iiifli«[d%. The 'niide 
Med «4Miie armeuiaii bole, btrt! a wtek afterwards the bowels 
beeanie so mttdi disordered that I was consulted. Sotfete 
erstaceoiis and astringent medicine, with an occasional 
dose of rhubarb, was first recommended* At this-.tinie 
the infimt lived almost exclusively on the mother, who 
had plenty of milk, but • her nipples were extremely sore. 
Sickness of the most distressing kind supervened, and' the 
little sufferer ejected every thing taken into the stomachy 
and consequently daily sunk. The woman who had the 
charge of the mother and infant was making her debut as a 
monthly nurse, and was not very expert or judicious in the 
management The mouth became covered with a thick 
white sordes, extending over the palate and lining the cheeks 
aad fauces. On its being wiped off by means of a soft mop 
the part appeared raw. Some difficulty of deglutition arose 
Irpm the accumulation of this matter In the fauces, where it 
resembled curd. I observed, too, that whenever put to the 
breast the mother shrunk from it on account of the pain it 
occasioned, and this, I apprehend, connected with her 
anxiety, had been detrimental to the infant from the first. 
Qccasionally there was a tinge of yellowness on the skin* 
The urine was high coloured, and the stools green and fetid. 
The child lingered on till the 22d of January. 

Examination. The mouth was not so thickly beset with 
aphthous eruption as it had been. There was no appear- 
ance of disease in the course of the oesophagus except near 
the cardiac orifice of the stomach, where the vessels were 
turgid ; and the mucous glands were universally developed. 

The mucous coat of the stomach was slightly inflanied in 
patches. Parts of the jejunum and ileum exhibited the 
appearance of a turgid state of vessels ^conjoined with glan- 
d«Iar swelling; but at the termination of the ileum, and 
through the whole of the colon, the muoous membrane wcmt 
of a deep red colour. The muciparous glands were mUch 
enlarged, and in some points slight abrasion had taken' 
place. There were feces in the colon^, , , . . . . . .» Hi 

The liver presented rather the appearance of congestidOM 
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but ^ colouf of Hm vkem at birth, and for a liMle time 
afterwards^ is asaally iather deeper thaa in the adiik^* The 
laflammation of the iimer^ coat of the stomach acooiMited 
for the sickness. Dr. Dewes does not view tiiis disease as 
idiopathic, but the above cases appear in that light. ' 

Infiammaticn of the muams membrane. 

A state of congestion of the mucous membrane has 
been already adverted to, but even inflammation may exist, 
and proceed on to ulceration, with no other signs of its 
existence, than those which may be attributed to deranged 
function unless great attention be paid in the inquiry. 

About the middle of April, 1816, 1 was requested to see 
a poor girl, ten years of age, in one of our public charities. 
I met the medical attendant, (a most respectable man,) who 
informed me that the girl had been in the Institution about 
ten months. He said that she was very healthy at the tim^ 
of admission, but that she had now been unwell for six 
or eight weeks. Her symptoms during this time, had been 
slight fever, disordered bowels, flatulence attended with 
Occasional pain, cutaneous eruptions, mostly resembling 
scabies, and petechise, with an abscess in the parotid gland. 
The diet in the house had not, at this time, been well regu- 
lated, and it appeared to me, that she had suflered from 
defective nourishment. At the time of my seeing her she 
still had fever. On the legs there were large blotches of 



* The sorenippled. in nussea are often imputed to aphtha in the month 
of the infiint, but X think wjthont foundation. This affection, painful indeed 
to the mother, is a very fi-equent cause of indisposition in the child. Not 
only does the mother shrink from the act of suckling, and render it irksome 
to the child, but the distressed state' of her own mind has a great influence 
on both the quantity and quality of the secreted nutriment. Where suck-» 
ling cannot be well aecomplished, owing to soreness of the nipples^ a wet- 
nurse, should be proTided \i practicable. A mother is not warranted to 
suckle for \h» mer^ purpose of deferring conception, if her offsprings is 
deprived of that sustenance which nature provided for it. That thrush is 
often consequent on impaired health, {K>m the cause referred to, I am fully 
satisfied. 
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impetigo^ and on the back and hands an eriiption of papulasr. 
There was considerable diarrhcea^ and slight tenderness 
about the pit of the stomach. Those parts of the face 
adjacent to the suppurated gland^ were swollen, and the 
abscess discharged copiously. It was recommended that 
she should take some liquor ammoniee acetatis conjoined 
with infusum cascarillse, every six hours, and five grains of 
the hydrargyrus cum creta every other night. For the face 
a solution of sulphas zinci was recommended. 

About a week afterwards, T saw her again ; she had less 
fever, and the general symptoms of disease had abated : — 
the face also was better, and the eruption had disappeared. 

On the 25th, one of the officers of the Institution requested 
that I would see her again, as she was insensible and 
convulsed. I learnt, that from the time of my last visit 
her appetite^ which had previously been tolerably good, had 
become capricious. The stools were more offensive, and 
voided about twice daily. She had complained of consider- 
able headach— of chilliness— and of pain in the stomach; but 
the fever was less. The evening preceding my visit, she 
had a convulsive fit, which lasted a few minutes ; but on the 
succeeding morning the paroxysms returned frequently. 
When I saw her the convulsions were violent, and life 
appeared nearly extinct. She died a few minutes after I left 
the house. 

On the following day, I assisted the medical gentleman in 
the examination of the body. 

The mucous membrane of the stomach was inflamed in 
patches. It did not appear like active inflammation, but 
the greater part of the membrane, towards the pylorus, was 
thickened and opaque. There were a few small spots where 
ulceration had taken place. I was the more particular in 
examining these spots because the most depending portion 
of the cardiac extremity was acted upon, to a considerable 
extent, by the gastric juice.' In some places, there were aper- 
tures through all the coats, large enough to admit the end 
of a finger. It was not difficult to discriminate these lesions. 
The ulcers had a defined and elevated border, presenting 
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eTidei^e of dUpositian, as well as of deBtruction ; b&t the 
effect of the gastric juice was absolute solution, with a 
ragged and indefinite circumference. The thickened mem- 
brane surrounding the ulcers, showed that a morbid process 
had been going on, but there was no appearance of disease 
in those parts of the membrane adjacent to the perforations 
effected by chemical agency. 

The mucous membrane of the colon was also inflamed, 
and exhibited some black spots where the membrane was 
greatly softened, and indicated an approach to sphacelation. 

The foramen ovale of the heart was sufficiently open to 
admit a crow quill. 

The vessels of the pia- mater were greatly distended, and 
the brain itself was viery firm, and, when cut into, exhibited 
numerous bloody points. There was also a considerable 
deposition of fluid between the tunica arachnoides and pia 
mater, but no unnatural quantity in the ventricles. 

Associating the symptoms with the appearances preseated 
after death, I cannot doubt that chronic inflammation had 
existed in the mucous membrane, and that the affection of 
the head— the immediate cause of death--«was induced 
secondarily. The abscess and general aspect of the child, 
might have excited the idea that a strumous diathesis existed. 
It does not often happen that the conglomerate glands are 
the seat of this disease, but they are not insusceptible of it, 
for the genuine scrophulous tubercle has been found in the 
pancreas. 

Gastritis and diaphragmitis from medicine. 

. Though the stomach is capable of great resistance in 
health, there are states of constitution, and conditions of the 
organ itself, which render it extremely susceptible of irrita- 
tion, and inflammation. The following case shows how 
much caution is necessary in treating subjects of this kind, 
and enforces the necessity of nice perception/ and accurate 
induction; for external signs, though apparently analogous, 
may arise from widely different states. 
. The individual in* whom the following circumstances 

dS 
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occurred, was a delicate lady, about thirty-eight years of age, 
who being engaged in the duties of tuition, with an earnest 
desire to fulfil them properly, had passed a rather con- 
fined and anxidus life. For some years, she had been a 
sufferer from various affections, chiefly assuming the form 
of bilious attacks, accompanied with headach and sickness, 
and in the interval of these paroxysms, she was weak and 
dyspeptic. There generally appeared to be deficient action 
in the liver. She had little appetite, was tender at the pit 
of the stomach, and after eating the stomach felt uneasy. 
Her countenance was often sallow — her breath fetid — her 
tongue furred — and there was a general sense of debility. 
She had not menstruated for several years. During the half- 
year, immediately preceding the period about to be more 
particularly adverted to, she had felt inadequate to her 
duties. Various means had been suggested for her relief^ 
and sometimes she became much better, but this relief was 
usually of short duration, and, at best, her condition was 
that of a weakly, nervous, dyspeptic woman, but with a 
mind prevailingly cheerful. Absence from home, and rest 
during the holidays were generally beneficial. The medi* 
cine most useful to her was blue pill conjoined with hyos- 
ciamus, and gentle aperients in some bitter infusion. Occa- 
sionally the head was so severely affected that it became 
necessary to abstract a little blood, which was always buff, 
though there was no symptom of acute inflammation. As the 
attacks had become more severe, and some anxiety having 
been awakened among her friends, a physician was recom- 
mended to her, and she waited upon him in February, 1826. 
He suggested various remedies, and enjoined total absti- 
nence from animal food and vegetables, so that she lived 
exclusively on bread and gravy, and light pudding. As she 
became no better, he at length informed her that all the 
constitutional symptoms depended on the state of the uterus, 
and that she would not be better till the functions of that 
organ were restored. Although this opinion was directly 
the reverse of that I had entertained, yet it was exactly 
accordant with the patient's own views, and inspired her 
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failing confidence with new vigour. The physician directed 
her to apply one or two leeches just above each groin, once 
a week, and suggested the use of a stimulating medicine. 
She applied the leeches at once, and they bled so very 
profusely^ — at times, even spirting out, — that a neighbouring 
medical man was called up in the night to stop the heemorr- 
hage. Her strength was greaUy reduced by the loss of 
blood. She went to Brighton, and used the warm bath a 
few times, with especial reference to. the amenorrhoea, but 
without avail. She was absent about a fortnight, and on 
her return again applied the leeches. On this occasion, 
too, the hsemorrhage was not only profuse, but very difficult 
to repress, even after many hours continuance. 

On the following day she reported to the doctor these 
occurrences. He prescribed for her a draught, containing 
a dram of spiritus ammonia aromaticus, with infiisum cus-* 
pariae, to be taken twice a day. Anxious to do justice to 
the prescription, she took the first dose in the evening of 
the same day, and felt it extremely hot in the mouth and 
throat. It aJso occasioned tingling on the lips, qn which 
some small blisters appeared the next morning. The 
inguinal glands became very tender, and the skin surround-* 
ing the leech-bites inflamed. 

She took another draught in the morning of the next day, 
and also in the evening, but they burnt the throat and mouth 
so severely that she resolved not to repeat it On the 2nd' 
of May I was sent for, and found her labouring . under con- 
siderable fever.— Pulse very quick-^lips swoUep, and covered 
with suppurating pustules-^and the mouth inflamed—- but 
1 was more particularly consulted respecting the state of 
the groin, where phlegmonous inflammation had arisen from 
the leech-bites. A poultice and some opening and saline 
medicine were prescribed. 

On the fourth, I found her still complaining much of 
the groin, where the glands were swollen and very hard, 
and she felt great soreness about the chest and throat. At 
four o'clock the following morning I was sent for, and 
found her extremely ill. She informed me that the affection 
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of the throdt had hicreased^ and that 6he feh pain and soreness 
ddWn the chest, in the course of the cesophagus, to the sto- 
mach. The pain was violent at the pit of the stomach, and 
e!^tended thence through the left hypochondrruni. She suffered 
pain also in the course of the diaphragm^ efxiending each way 
till it reached a point in the back, corresponding with the 
attachment of the diaphragm to the spinal column. She 
could only lie on the back, and whenever she raised herself 
in bed the difficulty of breathing was peculiarly distressing. 
She had constant nausea, and ejected every thing she swal- 
lowed. There also was great tenderness in the epigastric 
region, extendmg along the edge of the ribs on the left side. 
The pulse was small, hard, and frequent, and the countenance 
greatly distressed. 

It was evident, from the pain and vomiting, that inflam- 
matory action was excited in the mucous coat of the 
(esophagus, extending to the lining of the stomach. From 
the dyspncea and sense of constriction, it was equally 
apparent that the diaphragm was involved in the same 
affection. Peculiar distress was occasioned by rising from 
the horizontal position, which appeared to proceed from 
the diaphragm's being concerned in the muscular effort. 

Notwithstanding her being a delicate woman, and her 
having recently lost a large quantity of blood, I took from 
her fourteen ounces, and prescribed an effervescent draught 
'to be taken every four hours, with an opening pill, and a 
lai^e blister to be applied to the scrobiculus cordis. 

In the evening I found the pulse more developed, though 
yet hard and quick. She had no return of retching, after 
taking the medicine. The pain and other symptoms remained 
the same. The blood drawn in the morning was buff and 
firmly cupped. She had taken nothing except the medicine, 
and some thin gruel. At seven o'clock in the morning of 
the sixth I found her still in great pain. The pulse 180, 
and hard. The countenance, (an important criterion,) was 
less distressed. The bowels had not yet been moved, there- 
fore a mixture ofepsom salts and infusion of senna was 
difefcted to be taken every four hours til} this purpose had 
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been effected, and then to recur to the effervescing mixture, 
The bowels were opened in the day, and the symptoms 
were mitigated. She passed a tolerable night, but in the 
morning complained of pain up the right side of the chest, 
jn the course of the phrenic nerve, extending to the neck 
and chin. Up to the 10th, the symptoms gradually declined 
under the use of the same means, but' on this day a dram 
of tinct. aurantii was added to each dose, and on the 12th 
the tinct. calombae was substituted. 

She progressively amended, so that by the34th*her general 
health was much better, but she still felt some pain in 
the stomach and left shoulder. The stomach was very 
irritable, and no medicine appeared to act so well with her as 
a mixture containing infusion of cascarilla with soda, taken 
in the act of effervescence with citric acid, and every night a 
mildly opening pUl. After persevering on this plan for some 
time, she realized a better state of health than she had 
enjoyed for years. Her duties, however, still appeared 
unfriendly to her anxious mind, and to the easily-disturbed 
functions of her liver. 

This case is highly interesting, inasmuch as it shows 

» 

the extreme susceptibility, of even a delicate habit, to acute 
inflammation, and should prove cautionary to us in prescrib- 
ing for persons whose nervous system is easily disturbed. 
Many such cases we meet with, and though the effects may 
not be so apparent as in the case just detailed, they are 
sufficiently so, to prove the necessity of regarding the tem- 
perament of the patient in the adaptation of means. We 
may remark, too, that in all cases of disordered function of 
long continuance, though it might have only shown itself 
by some feature of defective assimilation, there is reason to 
apprehend the existence of altered structure, and this should 
weigh in deciding on the course to be pursued. This was 
the case here, and therefore I shall proceed with the par- 
ticulars to the examination after death. 

The foundation of this state of constitution was laid in 
disease of the liver, and at different times within the year 
1825 she was affected with headach and sickness, and in 
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wttnes^^not only the advatioe of exii^ngr<iBieai6ft/but ltd tun 
liew diseases springing, out of tfao^t 'AUdro.tfgh these JiaiL 
tbei^gerfiniasympathetic inritation^yettheji' ia^mddn ofgwici 
ksioB* la the. summer .she baeaine asoitie, and iti AiigvBt; 
^ud September, this .wa9 accompanied ivith iinllcattoii8<0£ 
hydro thorai](. She bad violent pain tin the region of the 
liveit-^some pain across the line of the diaphragm, and ifu 
the left hypochondrium. There was much tendemeaa ovext 
die whole abdomen, apparently from peritoneal inflammatkKB^ 
biit aa it proved, from omental disease. In the summer and 
autumn. I was three times compelled to abstract bh)od> fon 
the purpose of removing acute symptoms and urgent stifler- 
ing. She was too weak to bear much depletion, ,and :ndt*-> 
Withstanding the symptoms at times became aomewhat 
acute, there was a great deficiency of red blood. Herjskia 
was very pallid, and the proportion of crassamentum to serum 
in the blood drawn, was very small*^therefore I did not 
Venture on taking more than five or six omices at a ttme^ 
and the periods were not in close succession. She died oa 
the 26th of September. 

. Exmnination. The abdomen contained about a gallon oi 
deepHsoloured serum. The peritoneal covering of the dia»^ 
phragm and the omentum had been in a state of chronn^ 
inflammation^ the latter being much thickened and codsoh 
lidated.. 

The liver was aikrged, and with the exception of one 
spot about the size of the palm of the hand, was wholly of a 
dttrk purple colour, nearly black. The structure of the liiver 
did not appear much affectedi but it was thoughout of ther 
same daric oolour as the superficies. i 

.The stomach tras inflated, and externally its caidi^q 
extremity was remarkably white. The whole of the peri*^^ 
toneal surface of the idimentavy canal waa free from inflam»«; 
matidn; . .• ^ 

> The- spleen eiihtbited opaque^ patches oa its sar&ce, and? 
«^<iHie4]iiaU'tabercl68« . ^:m i 

y^Sim ^tftMiii^ ittio *tb6 st«}mqdH^ita tnunx^hs cxtat^ ^near the* 
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liio^httgiis.imi fotud uir.ft/8ta4s?i«f oMgeBtioD^fnd'BO<Bb<l 
unBM tkfltt d£ the HilestilieB ia^ severalLpfttta^ The coate- of* the 
latt^riclttUok^iiad tbe<peritoii6al>Goat tore off m unusnud 
&cil^^ J Xhe pyloric half of the ^ stomach was of a deep 
pBvpler£oloiir«» .The otenifi was remarkablj small> and these 
\i^Sr&tsoiiihous tumour attached by a pedicle to the &nda8^ 
estertuillyv. Though, the omentiua was retracted pretty close 
upon «&e.6toniadb^ yet it was connected with the uterus by a 
long Mid very slender filament. This curious circumstance 
ijffouikl lead us to infest that adhesive infianunation had existed 
atiSt long, period antecedently « and that the retraction, and 
oonsolidation of the omentum had been a very slow prooesa*: 
• Tbe le& cavity of the thorax contained about six ou^cea 
of bloody serumi and the pericardium about two ounces*' 
The pleura was reddened. The lungs appeared healtiiy# 
except in there existing one small calcareous concretioni» 
The pericardium adhered in some parts to the heart, but the 
adhesion was evidoitly of long standing. On cutting, into 
the substance of this organ its muscular structure was found 
gseatly degenerated — half of it was black. Though tha 
structure was flabby there was scarcely disorganizatioa 
enough to constitute melanosis ; but the discoloration here, 
as well as in the abdominal viscera, was perfectly distiacti 
&om that, which results from decomposition. The other 
half of .the heart was pale as well as flabby. I did not 
open the head, because there had been no indication, of 
disease there except what was sympathetic. 

I shall not dwell upon the case farther than to observe 
&at this is a fair example of the progress of disease. Firet^ 
we have deranged hepatic functioui arising, it is probable; 
from mental anxiety and application, and occasioning dye^^ 
pepsia*. The causecontinuea to operate, and isa^ravated by 
the<reacidon of the effect, for the solicitude of mind inoreasea; 
aft.the {disease advances. . The liver becomes in a atateiofi 
congestion, and, (aided by adventitious causes,) indu<«ffi 
xfante ^lessDCaneorbidactiopi in tiiieotbev abdominal^ visciera. 
From the increased action and the impeded rci»ra<if.blaiBd^ 
^bsi(»iflre$]dts» ThereeJiii^t^.a peipetualicaiuie ofiesotlem^t 
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of the beart and Tascular System, whikt from defective 
, assimilatioii the musculaF energy is not maintained. Under 
these circtimstances we have irregular action of the heart, 
dyspnoea^ pulmonary and cerebral congestion. The situation 
and state of the omentum are worthy of notice^ as they bear 
upon the diagnosis of abdominal disease. Had it been 
practicable^ at an early stage of the disorder, to have 
. removed this lady from a station of anxiety and responsibility, 
(for it was impossible to lessen her acuteness of feeling on 
these points,) we have reason to infer that the progress of 
disease would have been arrested. - The examination, when 
connected with the symptoms, clearly shows that organic 
lesions may be masked — and suggests the necessity of 
careful investigation in cases that may appear dyspeptic, but 
where acute action may be easily provoked. 

Gastritis from uterine irritation. 

As it forms a part of my design to show the diverse 
origins of gastric and intestinal irritation, it will not be out 
of place briefly to detail a case of gastritis connected with 
uterine irritation. This case does not bear much on the 
subject of dyspepsia, but as an affection purely syn\pathetic 
in its origin it enables us to argue from the greater to the 
less. The case itself is important, and we may learn from it 
how greatly dependant one viscus is upon another, and how 
the irritative action may lead to true inflammatioui and this, 
(as in the preceding instance,) may end in deposition or 
disorganization. 

Mrs. S , the mother of three or four children, sent for 

me on the 10th of November, 1820. Whilst pregnant of 
her first child sickness greatly distressed her. She had now 
advanced about two months in utero^gestation, and her 
sickness for several days, but especially on that day, had 
been very distressing. The retchings were violent, but she 
ejected very litde except mucus. She complained of slight 
pain in the stomach, and the pulse was frequent. During 
this day and the next she took saline and opening medicines, 
but on the 12th the symptoms were aggravated. The 
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Tomiting was very urgent. Site feit great tenderness, on 
fnressure, abont the epigftBtrittm, and along the right hyipo* 
chondrium. The tongue was dry and furred except in the 
'middle, and the bowels were open. 

V. Sectio ad f x — et habeat tnisturam 
salinam in actu effervescentiee. 

On the 13th she was much relieved, and the blood drawn 
was buff and cupped. There was, still, urgent thirst, per- 
petual nausea, and frequent retching, though she retained 
her medicine and drinks. The respiration, which the pre- 
ceding evening was very quick, was hurried, and on making 
a deep inspiration she felt pain in the region of the stomach 
and in the right hypochondrium. The pulse was now 110, 
and more developed. Continuetur mistura saUna, ei admo^ 
veantur hirudines xii hypochondriis, et postea appUc: scrobkulo 
cordis^ emplastrum lytta* 

The bowels had been kept open by occasional purgatives. 
In the morning of the 14th she felt comfortaUe, but at 
night a violent exacerbation took place. The pulse was 
about 120 and tense. Respiration was very quick, accom- 
panied with a sense of oppression in the course of the 
diaphragm. The countenance was greatly distressed. There 
was extreme restlessness and excessive prostration of 
strength. 

V. Sectio ad 3[xvi— >et habeat pilulae 
opii gr. V. hor& somni et continuetur mistura effer- 
vescens. 

15th. The blood drawn the preceding night was buff, 
and the bufiy coat very tough. She had been greatly 
relieved by the bleeding, passed a tranquil ni^t, and had 
less feeling of prostration. The pulse was reduced to 100 
and soft, and there was less tenderness on pressure. She 
was now, for the first time, allowed a little veal broth. 
' Instead of the saline she was now directed to take some 
nitrate of potash in the almond < mixture, witii five drops of 
tincture of opium, every four hours, and she continued 
improving up to the 80th. The sickness had not ceased, 
and occasionally was very distressing. She had lost the 
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sense of ^pimssiony and tbe sensibilily of the hypochotiflria 
was mQoh abated, but she had still c^me tenderness below 
Ike umbilicus. 

On the morning of the 20th uterine haemorrhage came on 
accompanied with pain. The pulse was 120 and wiry, and 
the countenance distressed. Habeat infiisi ross f j cum 
guttis V Tinct: opii, quarta quaque hora. It was evident 
that she would abort. 

<21st. The hemorrhage abated yesterday after taking the. 
medicine, but it recurred this morning profusely, unattended 
with pain* At two o'clock abortion occurred, when the 
hemorrhage was appalling. I was not able to see her till 
four o'clock. She was covered with cold perspiration. The 
pulse was quick and feeble. The face was eJKsanguis, but 
the discharge was now moderate. 

A little wine was allowed. The apartment was cooled, 
and the mixture continued. 

The sickness now had nearly ceased, and by the following 
day went off entirely. Nothing remarkable occuned after- 
wards. Her recovery of strength was slow, and this in a 
measure was impeded by her efforts to advance more rapidly. 
By eating too freely, and admitting more society than she 
could bear, a state of cerebral congestion, (so common after 
excessive loss of blood,) and fever was induced, and occa» 
fittoned extreme susceptibility. 

Gastritis was here evidently occasioned by sympathy with 
the uterus, and it was interesting to observe that fldthough 
the inflammatory affection was lessened previously, yet the 
sickness was not overcome till the ovum was thrown off. 

Sympathetic affections sometimes consist of mere irritation 
in Ihe part, which ceases as soon as the cause is removed; 
but not unfrequently the effect will be more permanent. 
We have no reason to suppose that if miscarriage had 
happened when gastritis had been- set up, the inflammatioa 
would have ceased without appropriate measures. In the 
vomiting which attends some affeetions of the head^-^-arach* 
nitis ibr instance — the sympathetic irritation often induces^ 
an extremely reddened condition of the mucous membrxno' 



of the stomacli • A state of heightened BUficeptibiliiy usually 
attends uterc^-gestatioli^ and renders the individual more 
liable to sympathetic derangements. This principle must 
be regarded in the treatment of milder derangements^ for, 
however essential it may be to remove the primary affection, 
special means are often required for those aSections that 
are secondary. 

It has been already intimated that the organic diseases do 
not come v^ithin our plan^ except so far as they involve some 
obscure symptoms liable to be mistaken for mere functional 
derangement. The two following instances are not precisely 
of that character, but by showing how insidiously organic 
lesions sometimes occur, they inculcate the necessity of 
accurate investigations and cautions treatment in cases of 
visceral disease. 

Gastritis ending in sphaceltis. 

On the lOth of July^ 1823, 1 was requested to see a young 
lass four years of age. The parents informed me that she 
had been ill about a month, and under the care of a neigh* 
bouring surgeon. He considered it an attack of remittent 
fever. As the childswas not better at the end of a fortnight, 
a physician was consulted, who regarded the case as one of 
peritonitis, and prescribed leeches, which were four times 
applied, but in the whole amounted only to twenty. About 
ten days more had elapsed when the friends thought that 
death was approaching and sent for me, but the case was 
hopeless. At three o'clock the following day the child died, 
and having been* informed that the medical attendants had 
not coincided as to the nature of the disease. I was the 
more anxious to examine the body, and the parents readily 
assented. \ 

Before proceeding with the examination, I obtained ,th6 
f<Jlowing information. The child had been healthy t^l the 
commencement of this indisposition, when, after ahearty 
meal, she was attacked with sickness, the bowels became 
torpid^ and the dejections of an unhealthy colour. FevBr 
suoceededi andt was accoaapanied with dyspncpa* Tb& 
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gentleman finit called in told me that he had thought it right 
to act boldly, and had given very powerful medicines — for 
instance, six grains of calomel at a dose repeatedly. After 
the first attack there was but little sickness, and there had 
been very sUght expressions of pain. When I saw the child 
there was great prostration of strength, respiration was 
difficulty the tongue was dry, and the teeth were covered with 
sordes. The pulse was very quick, and there were excessive 
restlessness and moaning. She had pretty constantly lain 
on the right side, and superficial sphacelation had taken 
place from pressure. There also was a petechial spot on the 
abdomen. The countenance was pallid, the eyes depressed, 
and during sleep the palpebrsa were unclosed. 

The two medical gentlemen were present when I examined 
the body. The physician, (a very judicious man,) had aban- 
doned the idea of peritonitis, and now predicted that few or 
no morbid appearances would be found. 

The abdomen was tumid and tense, and on opening th^ 
cavity there certainly was no trace of peritoneal inflammation. 
The stomach and intestines were greatly inflated, and on 
merely turning the stomach to one side its contents escaped. 
The viscus and a portion of the cesophagus were carefully 
removed, and the inner membrane of the latter was found to 
be inflamed, and the whole of tho adjacent portion of the 
stomach was in a state of sphacelation, of a deep black 
colour, and the texture destroyed. Inflammation extend.ed 
some distance beyond the part where sphacelation existed, 
and the disorganized part was equal in extent to the palm of 
jan adult's hand. There were no other morbid appearances 
except slight marks of congestion in the liver, and a few 
pijLtches in the intestines. The physician considered it an 
extraordinary circumstance that gastritis should have existed 
without its being accompanied with vomiting. It appeared 
^ to me that no inconsiderable mischief, if not the fatal result, 
waa attributable to the injudicious practice of the apothecary^ 
wfe^ however, was rather ijiclined to exult at his boldness 
befofe the phyaician was consulted. 
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Softening of the stomach and intestines. 

In April, 1826, 1 was requested to see an infant six months 
old. It had previously been remarkably healthy and had 
cut two teeth/ but became ill about the beginning of the 
month. The symptoms were those of cold; namely, cough, 
wheezing, sneezing, and inflammation of the conjunctivae. 
A week elapsed without any advice, and when I saw the 
child there was difficulty of breathing and frequent cough ; 
and the piercing cries and green stools indicated pain also 
in the bowels. Leeches, a blister, antimonials, and mild 
aperients were the means employed, and in a few days there 
appeared some amendment. At the end of a week symptoms 
of cerebral affection became manifest. During the preceding 
part of the indisposition there had often been knitting of the 
eye-brows, but it seemed rather an expression of pain in 
other parts than of disease in the head, but now. the child 
fell into a state of coma and became convulsed. Leeches 
were applied to the temples, half a grain of calomel with a 
little antimony was given every four hours^ and a blister was 
applied to the nape of the neck. On the second day from 
this time the coma and convulsions ceased. The calomel 
was omitted, but saline and antimonial remedies were con- 
tinued. Whilst we were buoying ourselves up with lively 
expectations of recovery, the respiration became more diffi- 
cult, diarrhoea supervened, accompanied with great rumbling 
in the bowels from wind» and within a few days, namely, on 
the 18th of April, the little sufferer expired. 

On dividing the integuments I found a large quantity of 
fatty substance remaining. The posterior sur&ce of the 
lungs was the seat of inflammation, but not to a great extent. 
There was no aign.of inflammation in the abdomen, but oa 
tracing the jejunum I found it tear, in several places, like 
wetted paper. The coats here looked exactly like jelly, semi- 
transparent and soft. In the interspaces they were firm as 
usual. The fundus of the stomach was precisely in the same 
condition. The appearance greatly resembled that produced 
by the action of the gastric juice, but as there had been 



pretiow diionler of the gwitiio organic aiidl«i«^th0 tfllfB^Dt 
bad undergone the sftme change as the stomachy it seemed 
rather the effect of a pecudiar morbid piooess than of chstti*- 
eal action.* 

The brain was soft, and conMderable efibsion had takes 
place between the membranes, but there was no unosMi 
targescence of vessels. 

In die inoipient stage of scirrhuf of the pylorasi the vfrnnfh-^ 
toms not uttfrequendy present the appearance of dyspepsia 
iWun mere functional derangement Therefore, when Aese 
symptoms occur in a patient who has passed the meridian 
of life, the possibility that they may arise from organic 
lesion in a chronic form, or are the precursors of greai 
organic changes, should not be forgotten* But where there 
is no change of structure, the functions of the stomach 
are frequently disturbed when the biliary secretion is not 
unhealdiy. 

DjfspepHc symptoms, from chronic inflammation of the 

peritoneum. 

It has already been intimated that the symptoms attend'^ 
ant upon inflammation oi^ the serous membranes^ are 
generally more acute than those which denote that of die 
mucous. They are more liable to adhesive inflammation> 
but even this will sometimes express itself by very mild and 
equivocal signs. Under chronic inflammation of the perito* 
neum the symptoms may be so obscure, and those demonstra*- 
tive of disordered functions in some or all of the digestive 
organs, so prominent, that die real condition of the patient 
b liable to be overlooked. I have already published a oase> 
which so clearly elucidates this fact, and also other fistcts 
relating to sympathetic derangement, that an analysis of the ' 

details may not be uninteresting;t 

^ ^ • ■ . . '• ' 

* Leutet aad Lassaigne Mteve tiiat when the intestinal secretions 'ara^ ' 
aiHiim«bbUeliieyfi>rra ft MlveiAqiufte as aeike as Uie gastrin ^ . . 

-*- ' ' tVieaA%ddfpamaiitcf*Mcnrgagta^inBliii.^p^ .. :i 
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$rA]KMifigWMita.iibMM^t^^ eon- 

Hilb^fOm (m^thayS^lli .4»f Nc!i^iemb4N'#. 1815, hpmg been. 
iiiiim]iO80d f(Nr46yeaiaonitb»| and under the care of arespect* 
able practitioner in London. He regarded it as a case of dys^ 
f^fti4^, aaj trei^ed it with ait#r»iiye mercttrials>tonicS| bil;ter8, 
Wjarai«<dt^water. btJi^ and* sea air^ but without advs^ntage*; 
She had obtuse pain in the abdomen, slight teadern^ on 
pjwssttr^ O0oaeionfil attacks of spasm of the inte^mentSi 
ifregidarity of th^ bowels^ pale dejections^ anoiexiai disturbed, 
cteefiinsy defici(Micy of urine, amenorrhoea, and debility. The 
pwipe jvas natural/ pr bat little raised above the healthy 
stH^aid. . Merouiy, even in a mild form^ was injurious, and 
bittep and the milder diureticSi had no effect on the gaatiip. 
or msinary secretions* Having satisfied myself as to the*, 
m^e.of the case, she was directed to apply ten. leeches to. 
the abdomen* repeating them at intervals of a few days^ 
and a blister. An oil of almond emulsion, with a few drops 
of tincture of opium, and occasional doses of castoi: oil 
were prescribed. The diet recommended was milk, vegeta* 
blesy an4 light puddings. She soon felt better. At the end 
of a fortnight . she had intimations of the catamenia, the 
flew of i whidb was promoted by fomentations^ The other 
SQSnetioQ* wcare. progressively .established — all £he symptoms. 
siji9etded^ and a. light tonic, with a few dc#es of >blue pill, 
cqmfittMd the recovery. 

^tis higUy^interesting in pathology, to observe how much 
the CMsteace of morbid actions in one part, .controls the,. 
fuo^^^ras of other parts. .The primary a&ction in this case 
wi|s<GhrQnic. peritonitis* .The suspended action of the liver^ 
as welLas its occasional morbid. 6eQretion«*«<-the suspension of. 
utf»iae sotion-r^the deficiency of renal action-«*and probacy 
a^m i^p^ection of other abdominal functionsy were conse*^ 
^^fi^qes of that prifiaiy disease. Till that ^as subdued,, 
mercury had no good effect on the liver, chalybeates (giyen • 
by the former medical attendant).had nojeffect.on the uterus* 
nofi^di^ 4iuratics inflfience ^tbe kidnej^s ;, bu,t .aS; aoon as wPafn* 
matory ais|teifc wsis o vreoro e , tb e^ MfU fs ti e n s ( rftbe livef bseaitta : 
heakky, and Ibe fua^ctibus of otker oifans mst^ either at once 
r e s t o re d , or were established by gentle excitement. 
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It'bM' been «(t6ftdjr <Mbw^,' tlM' disene^ whtolicilr flwt 
wai^sympatbetie, may obtain independent existetlfce^^tflthotigl^ 
generally, it wHl be subject to that<dieeai»e' whtth' induced! itc'^ 
This circumstance shows the futility of i^elying on on«» 
remedy in our attenlpts to restore the same viscus, iitfdet' 
various reldtive conditiohs, tb healthy action. ' 

The case I have adverted to, is' not insulated. I might 
haVe added nidny similar ofts^, but shall addutoe* etily 6ne. 
instance more— chiefly, indeed, involving the omentuiii dnd* 
peritoneal coat of the bowels. This will show, in ^-a very^ 
striking^ manner, the insidious nature of the dis^ase,^-— ev^nj 
when it extends to the formation of abscess^ — the- dar^f 
necessary in distinguishing the sources' of dyspeptic syttlp« 
toms,' and the danger of irritating remedies in inil^mal^iy' 
ttt&is, even when they are unattended' with active symptomlf.** 
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' On the 6th of June, 1812, I was requested to see-MiV 

T '- — , about twenty-three years of age, and apparently 

df a strumous* habit. For two months he had experienced 
dyspeptic symptoms, but they were so slight that he had not 
even solicited advice. He had loss of appetite,' uneayinfess- 
and fulness at the stomach after eating, fetid ttifetfe, conrftiplBii^= 
tion'and debility. These symptoms Were* attended with' rf 
difficulty in making water, from a sense of obstruetityn^ Vti th^ 
ureflira, and occasional pain above the right groin.*' As- he 
liold drugs; tmd knew something of their propertied, lie 
occasiorially *ook a Httle medicine, and immediately before 
iriy being called in, he had^ tafceta fire grains of cfaliteel} 
whibh had produced rather' violent dferrhoea; . r f 

On this, fever, and an increase of the pahrin the petett 
aLnd'inguinat Tegion' had supervened. There Was ho> sweSP' 
iiig in the groin. Saline medicine, and bland nourii^Hiii^iit^ 
were recommended. ' ' .... :<i.' 

The fever 1^ the 8th had lessened, but there was* sicldt/esfi 
tfhd occasional pain in the bowels* and groin. 'He pkss^d a 

i^ i 1 1 f t i I I ' 1 1 • I * r ■ ■' ■ I 1 ■ I ■ • - ' 1 f 1 1 1 1 1 "4 ^ " j- i - '-f - • f I I I L • I - t •...-• 

* Tbj# ca^e ;9Mo i». cuforilj( meiy^oi^d ia^tb^^pik.^i^^d.tf^ >A»ffKffr 
52, and the points in question bad,not escaped the obsenraot eye of Mor* 
gagai himself. 



Qf vtto «AdQme&{ i\^ . ioctoM9r»d»< . He ;mftde< bul> littterf wttWkt 
I}itii|Lt§ pf'.po{«i^ wth tartMTii^d' anlimony^ were gittn hiiiii) 
add thp;$};K}P9»«t9k Wft3 AimoAtedi.. The pain ; on- the 1 10& waft 
QW^^Iftl^ly ie^nea^dy but veiittmed at ialervals^ The bovab 
were op.en» aoid Attioli bilioua; the tongue wd3 funed^ bAt 
^ p^l^ dJ4 AOt exfieedi90^ . He stUl m^deibiii little waler* 
_Jb» late Slv»[iB]iuclonw^ called. in,. who adirised that the 
d|:aughA9i(ai|d:fomenlatM>nft' should be coBliuiMdy and tint 
%^ gi^iM pC bloer piU slj^ld be taken^Teryt night. . - u 
. , Qa thQ Jllth atid 12tb)<he continuefdcohvaleeoenti He i09» 
$W0 bedi- p^aa^d ipoie water^ and.had abbui foucdejteliaiie 
daily. He could not bear much pressure on the.afadoiaeti^ 
parjticular}y about the right groin. . - .>. - 
. ]}wing^t;)be,ei|rly p^t of the night of the ISthhe had^owr^ 
siderable pain, but towards morning slept three hours. ' At 
eleven o*clock a. tn. on the 13th|. 1 foui\d hitU' moderately 
easy, ihougb occ^^pnaljiy in pmi|, egpeoially .in^ th^ penis 
vlLdg^oinr^wber^, at times^ it wa^ extreju/^ly.^vere. He had 
TCi4^ al>Qu,( ^ve o^nqes of u^^^e at qw&' ..Tke.jmke wax 
^S)j^ and /nfiili^r^l. X^e tongue .was J[>)eatierr-rstool8 w«e 
pl^UfylfTrand appetite was r^turping, . jSk one o'clo^ky he 
P^P4>1^ of ci^iicken* and dn^ik.a.litU.i^. biPtb, cmgmtulating 
biijpnelf w^th^ feeling, better. Aboijit aq hour .afterwards, the 
paiJif wH<>b he deacfibfHl as drawing tbie^ bqwels JtQ the bafdi^ 
Q^ci^ed with sioknes^i and unavjedling propeuaity to.jnak^ 
^rat^. , The abdqpien b^^pani^.yiQry l^r^sg dnd t^nder^ end 
the puUe , fulji.. He w^abled, and l^chss wei^e , applied >to 
^.j^idoD^enand peri^eeu^n,: fMid al^o foimptattouf;. Bliatem 
ing was objected to 09, a/QCM^unt of Ae ^pMui oC the, urethnaw 
bfi^ .sii^apisms v^pre.laid on the at^pmeDi. In theierraiKig 
Il^.JI^ \eas^ paifrJ^d.lMid yoid^.noine urine^ but ielt.A 
^ifficuljy in sp^aMng.,. His skip was ^old and elaoooiiy^ and 
the pulse indistinct. The vital powers rapidly rdediaed^ 
p4 he died at jl^rpq o!clo^. _. t. ,. .- 

^ I e^ftipinf fl th^. body Qri( the lo5th': .. : I - . v.*^ 

. .Oa opening the abdpme%' abouli-eight. euiicea* of fluid 

f^aemUing wheyi 5U)ntaining ^^^^i^ 9^ cofagulable lyiuph^ 
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^ttoApedf and nboot flfteen tMiMes^ were Mlteet<id aftevkwdtf^ 
The omentum was highly inflamed^ adhering at the iciwer 
part^ (where the inflammation wa& most 'StYere,) lo the [ieri- 
tonema anteriorly, and to the intestinee ptosteriorly^ • The 
intestines vfere inflamed, chiefly about the lower put of the 
ilHloteen, and 'generally adherent. •• In the right groia'> the 
eonyohitiotiB of the jejunum and ileum were so closely' uttii^ 
with the ceBcum as to foiin, by the lymph thrown outy the 
Wfldls of an abscess^ containing about fire ounces* «of pus. It 
rested on the peiitooeum covering the psoas and iliacns 
intemus muscles. The peritoneal coat of the intestines* in 
the part which had aicircled this abscess, was destroyed by 
ulceration. 

In some portions of the small intestines, there was 
beginning sphacelus, and the ascending colon was shghtly 



The stomach was a little blood-shot. The liver was hett> 
thy and the gall-bladder was full of natural bile. 

It was evident that the auction of the penis was sympa- 
thetic, and' arose from the irritation of the right ureter, wfaicfa 
was involved in the abscess-^and the deficiency of urine wta 
owing to the same cause. That inflammation had existed 
long antecedently to my being consulted, there wis abun^- 
dant evidence, but it was masked under the ibrm of dy»» 
pepsia. We learnt after his death, that the calomel he tocfk 
had been so carelessly prepared, that its spicule were coarse 
and irritating. This accounted for its powerful effects on 
the bowels, and for the development of more active symp- 
tOD&s llian had previously existed. Thougli the sjrmptoms 
were extremely mild when the degree of 'lesion is considered, 
yet from extended observation and experience, I am con^ 
i4nbed that they were sufficiently characteristic of subacute 
inflammatimi. > Depletion should have been earlier had 
ceeouirse to^ and though it is probable that the patient 
would not have borne the lancet to' a great extent, the 
application^of leeches, or dupping might have been usefiil,and 
at that^eriod, a large bfister might have been safely apj^Ued. 
OeMle mercarialfsin^, (with caution against ^ritaition^f the 
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QomiteisLcted ih^adhesiy« h^f]^ 

i! The oasehas bcNoi rekt6d>exiketly a» il; occurred* ta fhQW 
^hat tb€' puke must not ab^ay^ be regarded aa the dilerion 
of i^ificMBinatiott. . . . . , .w 

li I Owing to the connexioo which subeists bet^QCffi tkyp 
Mfmach and' omentumy the diseasea of the latter are .ofbw 
jdiBgttieed'ttiulei? the form of giastric deraiig^«ieQt« Tiifnoiaiy 
aind^infianimatioQ of' this membrane, have, iB their early 
:«tage^ only been attended with aymptooiA which' in many 
ore^peota-ffeeemUed dyapepeia. « 

Derangement of the digestive organs from renal 

irritation. , 

J 'Berhafia no visqus bas more manifest . influenee on the 
functions of the digestive organs than the kidn^y^,: , It 
JBui^ be admitted, however, that not unfce^^^entiy^ gr^at 
disorganization baa .taken place in this orgaor-r-Qr^i a large 
and ramifying calculus has been found in .its.peli^sy^ of 
idaioh thmre had been bttle or no expression during life. But 
ttt'Otlker times,- slight inflammation, or the. irritation of; a 
nrery«maU concrelioui not only produces violent pain^espe- 
fiiaUy when pasaing through the ureter, but pix>ves a. source 
^f severe : tad complicated sympathy. The aympathe.tM: 
derao^ment will sometimes exiat when the symptoms of 
i^adi disease has been soarcdy observed. 
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Case 1. 

On • die 26tii of December, 1822,; 1 was requested to. viait 
.h lady,, who bad been indisposed for several days« . Her chief 
-complaint i9^as of • pain in the right kidney. She had .passed 
•gravel before, and .three years aptecedently voided it tin 
.large- ^entity* I apprehended that the same result .wQuld 
jifif)pen now^ aiid ka the. pain in the. region of the. kidi»ey 
wias 5rel^/ severe, and was increased by tbe motions of the 
leg, it seemed pEobable that - a i small xalcolas vieas pasi^ing 
.^ >uftter«<v She yotded urine freely, but a<few daye hefoi^ 
^y nrisit rtt iwas ^£ (a^wry* deep .oekmr* . Sbe^i bad exflefm^' 
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recommended a dose of eiilottlet ftiid ^»b«iMi«ily;Mri)d4ta^ 
>cmf ds; 'a^lraar of Bulphate^ ^ nnsi^eirki ifn <3retftc^<^iis ntifittiire 
(dvkty six hours. Itie'iMS^di^roocdM!^^ ^Mit jrvHAtfon^ 
and she thought the mixture increased the-- nausea. The 
boweSs, howeveri were ^opened, and the pain 1«S3iened in 
violence. Oh the 27th she was directed to take the effer- 
vesctng mixture, and at night an opiate pill with calomd. 
On the 28th she was better, and menstruation bad commenced. 
\ By the 6th of January she was much better, bMstiilthe 
stomach was easily nauseatedr Sbeihad becaiflonal pttift ik 
the kidney, and described it as extending thence^ in the 
course of the ureter, to the bladder, but the more prominent 
symptoms evidently related to the organs of digestion. 

On the 8th she complained of pain in the right faypbohbn-^ 
^ium, apparently from hepatic congestion^— or ^nbaoote 
4nflammktionr— and there was a slightly yellow tinge of iht 
JKkin. Habeat pihil^ hydrargyri gr« v. oinni aodte, eC inftisi 
itiasi Svj. in baustu, cum aqua- aroi&atica, ter die. ' " '^ 

^ 'The stomach was now influefteed by a dtiuble eaute, renal 
and hepsilid, and the Bausea ints ebnsidtirable. > fibe inibirm^di 
in^ on thie lOth, that when ftttemptimg to svv«kttow the pfli^, 
ihongh'She had no avtersiott to that form of medicine, yet it 
produced such violent retching that «he was unwilling to 
itv^^n thp attempt, ^he had persisted to taddiig tiM mixtunii 
Ivhichhadkeptthei bowelib opeo, andtdie Mt ecmsideiajbly 
better. 

When calling on the 14th I Idamt that twice since my 
IttBt viiiifrshe had taken a j^U; bat feit so mjoch worse lilit^ 
'eachytfiat she resolved to discontinue them. On the kltk 
hhe W|L^ ixliKJi better,' ihongh oceasionaUy sick/ and soinM»- 
itimds feehug darting' pains through tiie kidney. fSkt 
Irfaquest^d a*ttrace from medicine. 

''; Bassiag' the house on "die '20th, I* called in, 'and fomd her 
*V(^y tmweDf; Sh^ cdmplmiied ofthirst, unpleaaaM ^tasto, 
impaired appetifte/ frdcpient ^ sickness '^nd deUiity. 'Bak 
mtildlA W€ft-e quite white.' 'ISiese was^at thatf ^ime/iK) little 
^iSettet 6f ienalarritatibir, tM^Ptbdught Itfobsiile) Ite 
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gentle mercurial might now be beneficlfil. £[alf a grain of 
Gfdomel was prescribed with a mild aperienti to be taken 
e?ery.ialiier<nigfatj and the following mixture ;— 

'ft Mist. Salinse 5^®* 

Tinct. CalombsB ^ss. 

Hyosciami 5j, Misce 

Capiat partem quartam ter die. 

• fihe pureed this plan till the 28th when she informed me^ 
that every time after taking the powder, she felt extremely 
tU<*-4icky and generally. uneasy^ with a coppery taste in the 
m^oi^hy and much spitting. Notwithstanding this^ she 
thought theey h&d been useful, for the feces were of better 
eolour> and sh^ felt well. 

Thia pleasing state of things, however, did not continue longp 
She became agfinn ei^sily nauseated, and the secretion of 
&Q -liver wa^ i^uspended. There was occasional pain in this 
viscus, and: also in the kidney. These symptoms continued 
tiiU-tb^mo^th of March, when, at a short interval, she voided 
two calculi of a rather large size, and immediately became 
quiite well. There was no direct evidence when these calculi 
passed from the ureter into the bladder; but as the affections 
of the digostiye organs, and pain in the kidney, subsided 
(jUu^eetly- after they were voided, there is sufficient reason to 
9Upp0pe ^^ (tUfar residence in the bladder had been but 
transient. 

'•iW;e» have here some points on. an interesting nature, cor- 
roborating observations jalready made. There is sympathetic 
sitkneto; «nd also suspeud,ed action of the liver and con- 
geslioiv fr<^ ^he si^me c^use. We. have also an example ot 
tift^ irritating i exeats of even the mildest doses of mercurial 
ppepiarations, when the liver is under the influence of 
ijmiMmii from disease in .some other organ. The lady to 
iRrhojaa t]^«se ^particulars refer, was not ordinarily, distressed 
ba^:m€ir#i]iial,rem^ies. Weihave also, irri.tation expressing 
il^f by no very . manifest direct, eyidence, but producipg 
ppwedlfd^^ecte on diiutant prgan^^. This fact whic^ ,is of 
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Mr. B ^^ tet. 65, sent for meontlift6iS9tlirotf JaMu^ 

1809^ He complained ofoonsiderable pain in tiiA iokm, 
■imA of im{>erfectfon of vision^ bat the latter affection, he 
'imputed' to having greatly fktigued the eyes in exeeutiiig 
'i^me fine drawings. As he was subject to riieun^atisai^ the 
^flfection of the back was considered as lumbago, and 
'gtikicum, with occasional small doses of ealomel) was prdu 
scribed for him. ' = ■ "J 

By the 8th of February, tbough the pain was (iccasioiially 

lifet'ter, he was greatly reduced in strength, the bowels were 

'P^ked, and the appetite much impaired; He took some 

d^oction and tincture of bark, and at night a few graini^ of 

T9ytiBr*a powder, bat without advantage ; and on the 20th 

B^ requested permission to discontinue medicine.' 

^' Soon aft^r this time he consulted an eminent physician 

in Town, but he being unable to detect the seat and' nature 

Wdiseas^ prescribed for him little medicine, and that ^ot 

'6dUsfact6rily. The pain of the back' somewhat lessened'; 

but the debility rather increased, and at times was so* great 

-a^ to confine him to his room. ' • 

' Towards the end of April, he became irascible in ttfind, 

and irritable ih body. His stomach frequently ejected' its 

cotitents. In the night he slept but little, and had an almost 

insatiable desire forhquid food. This did not arise* ifonmcb 

^rom thlt^st as from a sense of want, and so urgent >was' the 

inclination that if the* supply ^ere not presented immd- 

dfti^Ty^bh breing solicited great excitement was oecasioii^d. 

^^'He' arose about nitie in the morning of the 6tbof May, 

&id havifag tiakeii an aloetic pill the preceding night' ibe 

^^Bidfed'd formed dejection early in the day. He compkained 

Wan ' 'uncomfortable sensation in his head,— one whiohi 

"ffi6ugh'nbt' pkin, l^d him tb exptfedsan app(rebeiKsidn-.of 

^MWg'his'intelldet— and soon«ifterward6he had a«ti Wb 

fell senselesW%nt6'Hiij'chcSr;'^hd soon becasKd muxth con^nU^ 

^ft qfi li5l«legi?%fW''Srmft. ^^«e tettdied'-at *li#?mowtHiidnd 
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minutes after the commencement of thig.^^^acdfi*. ,9$ w^i 
Benselesa — breathing slovflyw^flai vomiting large qnantitiea 
of tfailaJi. SiflrcDunteiHtiice was pallid, the ipupils wereiflon-r 
loKted^i and (the fmlse was. neatly imper^eptiU^ Yolumliaiiy 
nmsmilai) aacition - Jiad ceased. He wasc Ijjfted. on ,tl^ b€4» 
amdirsoan Dsvmd. Regarding) the. aMack. as 80ffi^]Hrhf|t,f|f 
tike jMitnre of syneope, a little brandy and water was given 
Um. HistJBickBeB^. aoon jretumed, and. cQntiimed to recur 
inoiU'tlxe slightest ingungitation of fluidrr-even a t0a*spqo()ful 
excited it. . . i , ;,. 

V Owing to the patient's insuperable aversioft tf^ I9edi«- 
cme notbbg. was administered till be took an anodynie 
dnsghtiia the evening. This remaiujed only a aborjb .tifii^, 
btttndortDg'die ni^the slept conaiderably. Notwi^tw4r 
in^tUsrrepoas^howeveri the retohings immediately re0M^^ 
on his waking; indeed* he sometimes appeared i^^hf^,B^9i)fr 
ened by siokoess. The pulse at this time did not exceed 70,, 
and: was but slightly firmer than usuaL 

•On the '6th of May he remained much the aame as. n^^ 
descnbedi . Acids : were ratiiier grateful to him^ and pt few 
drops t>fdilnle ailric acid w^e prescribed for him in a pl^a^ 
sant bitter, with four drops of laudanum* but his stomax)|i 
woald not retain it. His physician saw him in the evepng 
<tf thiaday, and suggested his taking the effervescing. draf]g)^|» 
in very smaU quantities, but tlie extricated gs^ appeared to 
excite the retching mor^ instantly than any thing elf le. 
u\A Mister- was applied to the epi^istric i^egion, apd a 
lasative enema administered* 

h ;The symptosss oontiaaed so .distressijag^.tbatit was JEiepesr 
saay to repeai tiie opiate. Ha was unable tasw^otw,[^lls, 
and tberefere I gaw him thirty dirops of lai^apum in^f^ <t^^- 
afNKNdr,'With Ja few drops, of weak liquid* : For two i^PH^ 
lfaeMvetofaing-did'notrre«nr.. He passed 9* tQ(|/ejca]t);ly,.gopd 
iMght^r-oMaai^nally sleepipg. for two houra in cA9ti^^a|^q|• 
Tlie pidse H: Ais< tune waS' >& flittle :increaaed i9 frequ.^nc^y^ 
but(Bt)variedgiQaatly within si very abort perio4» ... . ,, .(,| 
^iiOtftcaromeails .i«ei(e;,ti»ml,^M iifttil|ii|gpjrwainfti|k pp^li^ 



•MnMolH^tliififeiB^a tonniiig|ii»n of i phyMchnt wms fcdW on 
IherMi^ aMd JtttHd UK^featewi -the^iwe he wasitteissd 
<f»Mi Mother fit^ whtGh> cemantied §m half en hcmr» Their 
Tmiied • opinion vrnz, .that these vfetaeks proceeded from 
flidease in the stomach, and not from any cerebral a£bctioii* 
The> fanctions ^ Ae- btain appeared to be • quite perfect^-* 
there waa ^no beadech, nor were the mental 'fuHilief 
impair^*' ' . .•; . . • t 

• At this ooas«)tation: it was agreed that the patient shoald 
take a grain of ciovta every mix- faoHrs, and an anodj^e at 
nighty but he was only able to take one powder. He ^en 
Ceased takifig medicine. 

'"•On'the lOthitwas evident Ihot he was ^gradually sinkings 
ilis^ sickness, indetd, had abated, bat he took little sns* 
tenanoe^ and was scarcely able to speaks tbou^ quite 
Vendible* Contrary to expectation, he Imgered on to the 
nigltt iof • the iSth, but during the last day and a half he lay 
in a 'state of unconsciousness. 

On the l6th, in the preaenoe cf the jdiysictan, I opened the 
body. ' 

' The season having been wasm, considemble change had 
t&en place in the corpse. The stomach waseemoved and 
earefally ^samined. It looked perfectly natmal^ aa well 
fhroughdnt its lining membvane- as' at 4ie pyloric orifice. 
Tmeing tbe small intestines no lesion was disoovemble, but 
a consider^le mass of hafdened feees was: lodged in the 
caecum, in differetfttpavts of the coh>n^:and reotom* 
' The liver appeared bealtfay, butt ibe : gall-bladder was 
greatly distended with bile of a reddish ooiour*^inged per- 
haps after dettlh. On its vilUnis ttmng, a amall ulcer was 
detected^ atfd^i portion ef Mconcreted sobstance adhered 4o 
this' spot. T%e^ was no obstroetion of tbe biliary 4tK3ts. 

The spleen, the .pancreds, and vi^^kidney, partook of the 
^(ttrallmdness^ the result of commencing ^composk«QA$ 
bM Miere was ne evidence, of ODgaaic iesion. TJus, Jbow^evfer, 
was not the case with the ie£t Oddm^^ which was envieloped^ 
in more adipoee substance than the ^right^ and was giMtlgr 
dwerganieedt ' • : ' 
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fbittdlHiirttEi noN; 'iQ^pened ; indeiidf tbeibody waS'i^Dt m ^ fiaLvoiv- 
iiUe cioiMtitioti for le^cggninkig tbe.braio^ or we«hpiild b«v^ 
Mi it of importance- not withstanding theabBenoe^f d^rMt 
indicati<MiB. 

It seemed probable that the abrasion of the gaU*bladder 
had arisen from the recent escape of a concretion from be- 
tween the coats^ and wliich had passed the common d«ct. 
ifod tbe mkness d^ependied on its. escapei we should probably 
iMtveJiiad -sQme evidence of its transmissions from pain.iCff 
obstruction of ^he duct. Although fnmi tbe * state of tb^ 
body we were unable to ascertain the precise nature .of the 
Iwion.ia the kidn^y^ we could not doubt that it had long 
b^en <;lhe seat pfdieeas^ by which its teirtiure bad beeii 
destlroyed ; ind, knewiitg tbatt the most intimate sympatby 
exists between tbei^tomach and kidney, we felt, fully justtfied 
ia imputiiig the disordered function in one to the stmotuml 
disease of the other. 

These cases are sufficient .to show the agency of the 
kidney in producing disorder in the functions of the diges- 
iJiYe organs, under which the secondary affection may become 
m pr^nanent> and be produced by causes operating b0 
silently, that the true condition of the oicgans may ei^ade 
detection. If we apply these facts to a diminished state of 
gastric irritation we have a form of sympathetic dyspepsia* 
sbowing'tbe necessity, in obscure and protracted cases, of 
the most easeful and extended investigiatioii. 

, Infiumce (^' the Br,ain on the Digestive Orguns, 

The influence of tbe brain on the digestire organs, espe* 
eially on 'the stomacb, is very ihanifeet in cases o£ injury, 
and if not eqiiaily clear, iH is not less certain in cases of 
disease^ whether ifbe* of ^ inflammation, congention, hydros 
cephhius, oir disovgknizationl Wbeti disease mantfeists itself 
in 1:he head •and abdominai> viscera almost simultaneotasly,* 
the affsetion of the fbinner, in the inresent day, is usually 
^OtiiAMted to some derangement K)f' ' Ae latter. Optnkms 
guide «s in praislice, and if erroneous they may U^to ttie 



cases in Wliich some ambigiiity had exrstedi and a'tHirdcMe 
1iO Otherwise coiineeted with the suhject of dygpepsin than 
by illustrating the mutual dependence of ti|e hisadf atid 
the stomach, 

Oti tbef 24th of August, 18!lt4, a gentleman sent to iM blft 
groom, a young man of spate habit, with a request that I 
'wotild prescribe for him. The young man inftnrmed me^fatrt; 
he had generally enjoyed good health, but for two or thnee 
"months he had felt unwell. The indisposition odmftienced 
with sotne pain in the head ; more especially, howerer, wi<9i 
'giddiness on stooping, accompanied with considerable de* 
Ttingetifient of the stomach, and constipation. He had been 
bnderth^ care of a medical man, who viewed the affection 
kis tfervous, and as originating in the digestive organs* lie 
decidedly objected to bleeding, but the means he had recom- 
mended' Were entirely unavailing. 

Hie syniptoms as described at my ihterview with the 
patient were as follows. Giddiness on stooping, and great 
concision when he had many things to occupy attenttion, but 
fto'headach. Great dejection of mitid, and the appetite 
impaired. A feeling of great debility about the umbiticus^, 
and sqine uneasiness in the stomach after eating. His sl^^ 
Wad broken, but he was not much annoyed by dreams. His 
eyes were rather suffiised, and the pulse somewhat qtock 
and hard." 

From this narration, and from the inefficiency of' the 
means employed, I was led to infer that a state of cerdMul 
congestion existed, and was the cause of all the other symfK 
toms. Under this view he was bled. The blood flowed in 
an impetuous stream, and when about twelve ounces had 
been withdrawn syncope ensued. An active dose of caloiiiel 
and jalap, followed by saline aperients,' was prefaeriBed 4W 
him, and he was desired to abstain from meat and ftnrnieht^ 
liquors. The medicine acted freely Ott the bowdbs, tinJd'btt 
the 30th he descriBed himself a* b^b^ ttiarty^Welt .qli« 
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Jiead wA9fb{rU;«f than it had beti^ for mmjw^Asf He wftn 
direated to continue the mixture, and not to oall again if 
tolerably well. Uia master informed me soon after, that hi0 
■groom had quite recovered. 

Case 2. 

On the 1 1th of September of the same year, a lady about 
thirty years of age» stout and florid, very active, and having 
an inSetnt at the breast, requested my. advice. She had 
undergone considerable exertion and anxiety from protracted 
illness amcmg her children, and during the preceding fortr 
night or three weeks she had been very uncomfortable from 
disease expressed by the following symptoms : loss of ap|H^ 
tite, sinking at the stomach, flatulence and irregular bowels^ 
dejection of mind, conjoined with some pain; in the head> 
sometimes with swimjning and confusion, and occaaion^iljly 
attended with tingling and numbness in the extremities^, At 
first I suspected that the gastric system was primarily an4 
chiefly in fault, and prescribed five grains of the piluk hyr 
drargyri every other night, and a lightly tonic , mijgkpe. 
These means, however, were of nb use till about fourteen 
ounces of blood were abstracted, when she became well im^ 
mediately. She felt cheerful, and needed nothing to regulate 
the, bowels or to excite appetite, and was able to resume. her 
duties with satisfaction. 

I have already intimated that the case about to be related 
is no otherwise connected with derangements of the digestive 
organs, than as it tends to show how very deceptive .are soxij^e 
jof the sympathetic derangements of these viscera. It ip a 
fUkseof cerebral congestion, but. the state of the stQma(;|) 
greatly, misled the practitioner. 



Case 3. 
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: Oi|L, Wednesday, the 6th of December^ 1820, a f]::iend called 
^pp^ me at.twelve o'clock at night, to request my immed^at^ 
fjt^nda^ce^upon. an old servant of his^ who had b^en con;j 
^^eidnwit^/.tw^^yth j^hii^ ;aJ)9pt^ five. d^y?./,= She,, wai 
Httfndei)- by r ar rWdwfef w^ Jb? : . f*^^y(?rX; w?®. ,^^^^% ^ 
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attended hy a neighbouringi tad t reipeetobte medicftl »inciQ% 
The following hktorjr vtba given jtte!.of:ithe.Qrjigin:af t]^ 
attack, and of the progress to .the ;time of my vif^it* Qq 
Saturday, the day after her confiiiementy she lifted a child 
two years old into bed, and felt as if something gave way 
within heii body* She. was immediately seizied.withfj^iiintiDess 
and ooldnesft. Theaurseidiminj^teiredalUtle.I^fiaq^ytvani 
tbe patient revised. On thia^ vomiting £(upevv^ed,r.an4 th^ 
effints wBf e almost perpetual, so that both fluic^ ^d fb^i^ci^ 
were ejected; .During thtoe laboriouB exertions. iQ.vpifuiti^g^ 
sheraised herself upon her elbows, which wi^re C9nsi4ei;abiy 
swollen, and the knees also w^rB paifli^l* The sV>ol# yf.m^ 
ywy offensive and^of a pale yea^t-Uke colopr. The :bead waf 
paiafuU The attention of the medical mdp. ,had^ >e^ 4!^ §^tedi 
tt^dusivdy to the sickness, which he regfirded .^s>tl^ r^uJ^ 
of a bilious attack. The symptoms mpidly grc^vf . w<ors^ 
espeoially die pain in the head, which i^su^d Jn.d^lirija^'f 
In' this state T found her, incessantly talking, and ^T ^ng^f^ 
in perpetual motion. . The puUe was 130 and intenaoittf^t* 
There was eictreme prostration of strength* si[n<^ profi^se.p^ 
spiration; but there was no tensifm of the ^bdoo^ien ri^Wif 
marked •tenderness, and the uterus was prpper).y . conte^cjted* 

Although she appeared almost in articulo morU^^ I.'jjudg94 
it necessary to bleed her, but when about /flight, wpnes .h^d 
been withdrawn, the pulse sunk, very gv^Hy^ , and. b§C9We 
scarcely perceptible. The disease had ^p far adv^m^^d (that 
though it was giving her the only chanoe^y^t the. qhfinc^^ 
were nearly hopeless. Frequent uid . free . d^^esiQf i»alQin^ 
were recommended^ with small doses of effertesccffit mi9:tu|re« 
The hair was cut from the head, and x^old iotioiis ^ppliedi 
and a blister was laid on the back of the neck. 

She passed a sleepless night, but when visited at six 
o'clock in the morning she was more tranquil. TJio&g}ir.4he* 
knew the people about her she wasi taUUng. inAoherentfy* 
The' pulse was scarcely peroeptible, and jvas beating. ircegjut 
kdiy and about 140 in the minute... Peaatpiratiieu.-.ivw yw$^ 
pi^iSase, and theic^nnt«na^ lesi^di^lpeiWf^. ^Tl^ft ^i^mm 
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this early hoar she knew me^ but trh^n I met the medioa^r 
man who had attended her^ at nine/ o'^clooky she waa more' 
uneonscious and evidently dying* — She expired at tivro. 
o^iilook. 

On the following day I examined the.body^ . > 

The abdomen was tumid, and^ on ita being opened^theilavg^r 
and small intestines were found inflated to a great degnee<» 
The eaput )coli and ascending oolon were double their natural^ 
Tolume. A little above the caput coli I was surprised to find, 
this (dilated bowel suddenly i[K)ntraoted to about tbeithiekuess 
of a'thttmb> without the estistenihe of any obstruction^ It was^ 
again as abruptly dilated, and* contracted' ia.the/lefi ilia^ 
region to a thickness not exceeding that of a fing^; tbut at 
the sigmoid flexure it resumed the natural sise. Thete wasi 
no peritoneal inflammation. The stomach was contraioted- 
and ^mpty. 

The uterus occupied the pelvis, but filled its supemcnr^ 
apertaVe. Its surfstce was somewhat bloodshot, and the 
right ligamentutn latum was of a* deep red colour as if 
^icehymosed-— an. appearance* which probably had resulted 
Arom labour. The os uteri was rough and had not.rebovered^ 
the appearance 6f cordna. The unevenness principally Q&sh- 
sifted' of two prominences, as if slight injury had >hap}ieiied' 
during parturition, but there was no apparent, woustd' oif 
iUfflatnmation. The'parietesof the uterus were natural, and« 
its internal surface was covered with the lochial discharge;' 
The place at which the placenta had adhered was quitei ob- 
vious by the- prominency of vessels. 

I hav^ been thus particular in desoribing the'condition of 
the tromb, beeause c^^rebral aflbctiotas occurring in the puer-* 
peral state lU'e usually connect^- with some morbid process: 
in' the uterus, but here, I believe, thero were no appearances^ 
to justify such an opinion. 

The scalp, posteriorly, adhered very finjaly to^sthe skuUr 
The dura mat^r, also, was so adherent to the inner surface 
that great force was necessary to detach it; and when d^) 
taehed a hirge quantity of blood issued from the turgid 



IMsels. The pU mater was extremely TiAteulftr> ^d fai two 
I^lac^ a dW)p of Wdbd had Been eflFttscrtd. '^ The vessel* oC me 
lining membrane of the ventricSeB Were very turgid, but very 
liltle fluid had been depoi«ted» A' r&nA <m ea^b ^side paii^ 
ing through the tratoriuniy was eo turgid^ and the bloo^ i^^<^ 
80 fluid, that it flowed in a copious stream when 4x^ ^P9ta - 
Wlare laoerated. The veaeela cf tte oeiabeUum-Wiev^t a^itip^id 
as those of the cerebrum, and at the base, asw^U na^atiOHet. * 
point in the substanee, sHi^t elcteavasatioft bad tahfli 
phoe. *•■••.-•....,..•:.-' 

lliere cannot be a doubt ihat the* urritabiMty trf . tk^ 
Btraiach- arose .ih>m the etate of Uie Ji^ad. Had dsplefftclii) 
beeft early employedi thia wmnan, a wife and the tinolitft \ 
offtkii^ difildven, might have been saired ; bnt by takii)gstoc^ - 
Itiiilitod a view ef the oircumstanees^ and regardiag the gastiio 
as the primary and principal dtaeasci the atttedmts were 
deluded; temporising and trifling expedients w^e adopted^ 
afti ne alailn was excited tiU death approached. . 

Slib case riiews not only the influence of tbe braiAon the ' 
storiiaeh/ but also on the bowels— and the altemate eenm 
tractioiis and dilatations may^ perbape, aicplain.themanfeberi 
invwhicAi .intus-ausceptions occur* I have witnessed thca^r 
abrupt spasmodic contraetione in other easee^ hut^ave seelfe ' 
no other in whieh the contraction; diibtoit re^ie^^dtipi^M 
In Ae speeimen, takeei froipa the can^dew^bedraboTei ith^ 
cofttnu^on ia aad^aed in tiie.dried/$tate as.it. uraaaiilibe 
recent subject. . :. . .. :.,i 

Viewing^ a.oase. ot this kind we are led^on the p^esoit 
oceasion, to a^ue from the gneatert to the. lees,, keepxaf^itv ^ 
miad< not only, in the treatment cf disease, but. in exantitta* 
tion after deaths that the brakiv is. <Uffere«lly infti^aaoed hp " 
tli# .same eanae in differcKit peracms. . \S^:imhf ^tAo^ 4 
slii^hler degree of preasiire eausA paralysia in- one peitoon;' ' 
ihifQ in- 4^M>theri but a degree of iniltatbn <in the bcain^^ " 
wMel^ ia soiaa persoaa iO(|c«Ba0i» Iktla iaaanvenieiice, in^ ^ 
dueb» great diatrese in oOkeisB— neuseii ^eaie jsymptoitte^ staMl' v 
diirihube4te iiffiteii^Mof dseta^^^ r . ^ >^'^ 
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il^.r i ■ i.i it '. ' .V hjil. y.'itit t ' tt '■ J ' * .-t : \ , •-t'ifi 

, .Cmekraf ^Q^iationprodu^mg cp9Mfhipns and inte$t^al ...', 
/ . amifmctiani. 

We are* 80 ftGCiistdttied to im)piil« iiifmtile coaTokioiis to 
6yerfeedJng, dr lo Bome deratigelBieiit of the gastric orgwiii 
that the fellowing partieulaiB of a ease which apparently 
originated in cerebral plethora> may not be wholly inrelevanl^ 
or uninteresting. * 

Iiv the evening of October ^2d> 1822| I was requested to 
See an infant about three or four months old. The child 
hebt been seized with conTUlsions twice in the afternoon, 
and for some days it had been observed straining vi<de»fly«' 
I wto infcyrmed by the mother, who had nursed several 
children, that thi^ bowels were freely open, and that the 
stoids were of a good colour; and yet the straining oontinuedb 
At the time of my visit it was considerable, and the eounto* 
nance had a somewhat leaden aspect. There was constant 
rumbling from the increased peristeiltic action of the bowels 
and from wind, and the abdomen was rather tiuaid. Wttii 
the exc^ptioh Of taking a little gruel once somi after biftii, 
the inftoit had lived exclusively on the breast and had 
apfiear^ healthy. There was no oonvulsion when X s«w 
the child, and therefore I prescribed for it a doseof rhubarb 
and some mistuta cretse to take afterwards to aUay intes-* 
tinal irritation. On calling the next morning 1 fmiiid the 
Uttle patient dead. Convulsions had come on early in the 
morning, and the child expired. 

The body looked ra&er yellow, and the nurse informed 
me that there had been this tinge for a day 4>r two* On 
dividing the abdominal integuments I observed that Ao 
eeliular substance had received the same discoloration. 

Nothing unnatural presented itself in the abdomen eseept 
a sopiewhat tur^d stato of the vessels of the st(»naeh» The 
omentum was very beautiful, from the numerous Unes^ aad 
inosotilations of vessels ramifying through a. mskt ddioato 
and transparent tissue, but the appearenoe tttm nalnsaL 
The intestines, as in the formear case, presentod |BfBr)Qi>«| 
irre^lar contraction, and were rather of a redder hue than 

F 



usual. The gall-bladder contained bile of a dirty btOw^ 
coldtit> and there ^as no perceptible obstrue^on- hi ^the 
ducts. The urinary bladder '^was greatly distended— ^pro- 
jecting high< into the abdM3i^tl~ryet ep large s^ quanti^ of 
\triae had been voided thai the aurse's attention had l])ee]p^ 
particulai'ly directed to., the ^cii^umstanoe* The, stomaqh 
was e'mpty^ but the mufiws po^tt presented considerably 
erubescence. The kidneys were rather large. . , 

• lb the-phest th^ thymu^ gla^id preseoiM^ed itself as. usual 
at this age. . The lungs , were liealthy. The perips^dinuA 
contaixied a little fluid, and the v^sels! of . the hearty. as wejU 
aSiits 6aidties,:were turgid with flaid blood. 
.1. On opening the head T found the pi^ mater e^ttrenvelj^ 
vaiscular^ and in the interstices of tbe larger, vessels t|[iere w$(9 
a' serous deposition which presented both the . appeajraup€| 
and' insistence of a soft jelly. The <y0|it|riclea contained A 
little. fluid.'in their posterior comui^yi and the ple^nse^, pf^rr 
ticularly the left/ had thdir glandules much eniliarged* . . 
j Jtk thiisiroaae.it would appear that deterwnation, tp th^ 
bead; had' been stealing on veryisilently^ at^ the dewigch 
mentsi in. the digestiye organs appear to h^tve been sytnpat 
thetid. The ledutidant.secretioii of urine and of :bile is nofc 
9Jk yaiiiahee with this opinion, for thoijigh ip soijae c^^es pf 
cer^ral. 'disease, or of affections of t|ie nervpus. sy^t^qai; 
sedretioa/ is. partially or wboUy> suspended, thpre:;9rre pth^il^ 
in whichlit is in excess. «. The: state of th.e| heart >i^;perhftp9 
a little explanatory of the Aghing: Imd. dy^pno^. y hioh • sft 
often lU^t^Qid cerebral di^eaa^* . If life .h$^d . qot be^n etirly 
teiininatedhy>X50»v»Jpiare.^aiW8rs«iy.it i^ highly prptjablft 
that hydrcioephalMis wwld .bav^ :d0en d^wlpped. r. 

Otherinstancea.of Qonyttlsiv^e /^p^tiip^ wiU b0 relatl^ ia 
tike second part*. . - . ., :./.•• 

. Having.glanced $X the infiuenoie of the; brain ip the.pror^ 
dttd;u>n:Qf dieea^e.in the dige9t^te'ii9rgan^>,{ might natnorally 
be led tatha opnsideration of .the;inind and, of the n^rvou^ 
sysisiii^i biiti I ^prefer ^^ddudng jfin^t -some. pbser¥ati0n^ 
relating ito; the; pancreas, spleen> and' liver >. . . ' ' . Y 
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' DiteateaoftkeFsna'ias. 

The Pancreas is, perhaps, the least frequently diseased 
of any of the abdominal viscera; and when diseased, owing 
to its deep situation among the viscera, and the obscurity 
of its office, its affections are the most difficult of detection* 
Its functions are evidently concerned in the process of 
digestion, but it doies not seem to be endowed with so high 
a degree of sensibility as other organs, and of course not so 
easily disturbed by sympathy. From its situation we cer^ 
tainly should expect that when under acute disease there 
would be pain in the back and in the epigastric region, but 
in the cases satisfactorily reported there does not appear to 
have been sufficient uniformity in the symptoms to enable us 
to rely upon them; Dr. BaiUie states that he never sa^ 
but one case of abscess in this gland^ and that patient did 
not complain of any fixed pain in the situation of the 
pancreas, but had considerable pain in different J)Arts if 
the abdomen from spasmodic cpntractions of the intestines. 
There was sickness, and distension of the stomach, • with a- 
sense of weigtit after eating. The pancreas 'was not known 
jto be diseased till after death. He states that he never saw 
One case in private practice in which there was satisfactory 
evidence of the pancreas' being diseased, and only on6 
during the thirteen years he was connected with the hos- 
pital. Calculi, he says, are still rarer than inflammation 
and enlargement; he had not met with any instance of it. 
l)r. Pemberton justly observes, that the diagnosis in affec- 
tions of the pancreas must depend very much on negative 
evidence — and. In obtaining this evidence, the patient's 
description aldne must not be relied on. He must be placed 
in a favorable position, and a careful examination be made 
by the hand. Inflammation of this organ has terminated in 
suppuration, and a large abscess been found after death, 
without the indications having been clear. Not unfrequently 
there is 'considerable firmness of the gland which has' be^ii' 
regarded as scirrhu8,'l)ut it is not incompatible with bound 
structure, and should be distinguished from carcinoma, to 



which this organ is liftble. Mr. Abemethy, m hn leetnresf, 
mentions a case of cancer.-^The patient's countenance 
indicated visceral disease, and this expression will often 
materially assist not only in deciding whether disease be 
functional or organic, but in some respects will indicate the 
organ affected. The nature of the case alluded to was 
not ascertained till after the patient's death. Wh^i the 
pancreas began to ulcerate, it produced no effect but local 
pain. As the disease advanced the patient was constantly 
dtooping forwards. Tlie pain was aggravated after a rather 
plentiful meal. This gland has also^been found scrofulous. 
Mr. Venables mentions a case of this kind.-— 'The pancreas 
Tvas hardened and tuberculated, and in some parts the 
substance when cut into was found to contain cheesy 
matter. The patient was hydrocephalic, and decidedly of 
a strumous habit. 

1 have adverted to the general character of the diseasQs 
of this organ because they are involved in obscurity, and 
the consideration of constitutional tendencies will always 
assist in arriving at correct conclusions in diagnosis. Happily 
its diseases are rare, but it is of importance, if possible, to 
detect them when they do exist, and to bear them in mind 
when investigating an equivocal and protracted case of 
abdominal derangement. Portal met with salivation as an 
attendant on induration of the pancreas. It has been found 
wanting, but this circumstance does not warrant us in 
supposing that it is redundant. There are many defioieacies 
to which the body is capable of adapting itself ab initie^ to 
the loss of which there is not equal power of adapt^ition. 

The pancreatic juice is said to contain a large quantity of 
highly azotized principles, and to aid in animalizing such 
vegetable food as does not contain azote. 

Disease of the Spleen. 

Disease in the spleen is not unfrequently connected with 
impaii:ed digestive power, but its affections are not y^, 
difficult of discrimination, except in the early stage, whe^ 
chronic splenitis may be mistaken for disease of the stpm^oh^ 
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It^is^reqnentlijr tb^ seat ofienliurgemeal, which,, thongk foaA'^ 
times from diseaaad acticms ia this organ; itself^ penhapfiiy 
generally arises from disease in the liver. It doea* not bef: 
come affected witb acute inflammation so often as some othet 
viscera, and ia very rarely thet seat of. abscess. lt&> o«ttt» 
are often rendered opaqne by chronic inflammation, and are. 
fueqaeady occupied to a greater or less extent with lamina 
of bone; Tubercles of various sizes are often found botJi on 
the sarfiu^e and in its substance*. Whether as cause or efiect^ 
its enlargement is often connected with that state of broken 
heidth, of impaired vascuhir power,^ that proceeds from 
chronic disease of the digestive organs, or affection of the 
heart; and passi^^ hemorrhage, not only from the stomach 
and. bowels, but fvom the gums, nose, and oth^ parts, 90. 
fiir as my dbservation. has extended, is often coDnected with 
splenic disorganization, i hare not supposed that this ten- 
diuicy to hsemorrhage haa arisen: from tiie cbsea^ in the. 
spleen, but that both were dependeat on the- same morbid 
condition ofAte sanguiferous system. Thia organ will some- 
times acquiie a great augmentation of bulk in very young, 
subjects. I took from the body of an infant,, a few months, 
old, a spfeea that weighed half a pound,, and have seen, it 
extending nearly to the pelvis in children of very tender 
years. In judging of the enlargements of this viscus^ it is 
necessary to. bear in mind that it may be forced below the 
edge of the ribs by disease in the corresponding thoracic 
viscera or esviity. 

Dr. Baiilie was of opinion that enlargements of the spleen 
more frecfaently subside when cemiected with, ague, than 
undet* other circumstances. He adds^ ^ whea ezdargement 
has takcRr fdace- independently of this cause,, it hardly ever 
subsides of itself, qp i& matevially diminislied by« medicine. 
Mercury, I think, seldom produces any good effect. I have 
seen more advantage from a seton than, from any thing else, 
but" L do ttot lieedlect a/single instance jm which it has. b^n 
t^Kihicedto nearly i^' natucal size.'' From having witnessed 
tbe^efficacyof a setoiinnL controlling morbjid actions, in other 
pdrts,- L waa led- -to- its adaption ia tbefQUowlng case of 



Dpoljor^ ppinibn/ mi tiieirwidtt-wilft ioiMft 0miia£MiMry4baii 
ka^petMid' ini bis expeiience. nThe. catie^ib^^'weMr^ ifk rfilfKte«i 
laNJite especially: mth- af^vibwito llhevi»Mlii:tttkiMl»off(M)ti09(l 
SittendaAt oa tlie dkrea&e,; awl tOKthe efiecrfjs :or;<¥iii«lM-t 
iitritation' asiatiiiiteiittdnBUy prodoced, by tobe oC the ranedkn 
ev&ployied. I bave seen mercury tried ;» oibfiv '^aaesi asi 
weUaslbis, iwitbout any benefit; and indiaedrtius we* should 
eftpect'fiKimtbeknpi&redsUU;eof afftesialaoliom. i.i 

t.'y.''. ' • t . . • • • I I « .' 

I CA8E« . , 

*!■ .1 • • • I . • . , . I • . '. . Ill 

'On ihe 17th iof Aaguat^ 1814, 1 was requested to -visit !a 
ytmttg feiiHale friend, seventeen years o£ age, who for .many 
AOntbs held been affected with symptoms wbich were sup^ 
pbsdd to indicate dyspepsia. There had been pain, in .the 
region of the stomach, especially after edi^g, flatuleode^ 
0W6llfaigof the legs, ooldness of the feet, and general langxHuu 
There was some tenderness in the left hypoobbndrium, > but 
no fokiess was at this time observable. Though she was 
Regular as to the menstrual periods, she observed that the 
tfetretion was of a very pale colour* 

^ Some bitter infusion \|ras directed to be. taken three times 
a day, and opening pills ievery other night; and a week 
aUterwards the mistura ferri composita was substituted for 
the bitters. She became rather better, and at tha expiratieii 
ef a fortnight went to the ooast, where 6he used the warm 
bath at 93^ every other day. Within the first fortnight there 
was no amendment, and Abe had occasion to omuiult a xnediiml 
pvaotitioner at Margatew Whilstthere^ her attendant iifotio^ 
Some enlargement in the left hypodiODNlriumK and fffQnL<t]M9 
projection as well as tenderness, the patiaat herself had thie 
sensation of' a small parcel betweeut the.dbow iubhI ftid^* 
Hieipainalso bad-augmented, and though vsxymg in degree 

was liever wholly absents 

On'the 29th of Seiptember'she returned home, asMioa 'Ae 
foUotving day I carefoUy examined the side. -%«' com- 
plaihed'n^ost of pain and soteness' at the greatest conveixsly 
of the ribs oft the Icfft side,^iiikd a*Iarg« MbtfUtfieey «eviden% 



Ate ^ipbrniif ramM'bet cJ^Mttedy) ^traced oplett^is^.mbatat Mrft 
ibjBli«B' hSS^W tiieaiMrJii PresattMi oik it ooeasbntd. majkUkipam,' 
wbifeh .ekftebdtadi tmider ilie Tihsr into. ithi3 hypbohoitdnljiiisii 
It^iflLB'not'iirachaiiorettied'by ft* deep iospiratioa^ mn .^rai 
there any difficulty of breathing, though palpitation of thci 
keari Ws eanstaat aad idistie^sing. The- general ihealiSi i?f aa 
^eineviiert imt>roved. . . r 

The fdaln of (trecitnient'reGonM»eiKied ixf Dr< Bi^ee, eomiaf ii^ 
(tfa oombiaatioaof^ antiBabonf^, alpes>.aj»d iieuti!elif«(ltey«o9il«9 
jbined with bktere, was adopted,, and ther anfimdnial oiiit* 
ment was* iTLbbedon the sidd tiU its full effect was ^rodbeed^ 
By the 'end of tiftenxumfh the palpitation hadiSubMded^ the 
pain in the side weis^rafhiMr bettov/ and the nxmndwfmit'^i 
itenetal. 'health eonsid^rable. The same plan was pureUed 
itdth leykient' advantage till the middle of NoYembec/ when/ 
widttmt; any evident cause>. the sympife(>]i^s .hecamet.mQfe 
actttei;> Ten leeches were ap|>Ued to the sideband salidQ 
medieises with anidmotiials administeired. < Sbe wb0 atftdtf^ 
war^s cnpped. . The stoolsr were ydttow and jelly 4ike. tinder, 
this treatment the acate symptoms were soon, allayed, Mb 
fiMr: several weeks the disease remained stationary, and Urn; 
functietiB of i^ ilteros were wholly suspended. 

. binding pther means fall, it was resolved to try the effects' 
of agiend^ 'mercurial coarse, for which pnrpose she took thcr 
blue pill twibe' a day in dpseft gradually i augmented to eight 
grains, but the month' did not become spre till> in additi^i. 
to. the pills^ the side had |been rubbed for* some nights witk 
mei^ciirial ointment conjoined with <CBimph6n When sli& 
bemiiie'under the inf|tten6& of mercury the pain and tendein 
nese (decreased) <btitv1jiere fwasp no apparent dimtniitiont in- 
thb luilk. Wh^ (the. ptialism* had subsided, however^ 'it 
appeared that iiiJa general health also was better^ 

"^ Ko lohg time^^apsed before she was ieiied with sickness 
andan iiibx^ase of pain, and to give merenry a full trial, a 
ilBdof^eiice tO'ttke meaiis that had appeared to a. certain, 
ektentfinseful was advised. Thia was efieeted adequately ; 
indeedy -having, .pevsevdr^ysome days alter the affeetibn'of 
./Aueoiie^th commeiK^ sherv^as jrather violently salivated.' 



tlMi'dIo<mdid(oetie^ toaakmnticmt^Mto ipcvcgptiUe t9Mii^ 
wttihAtiuii^RstioiifBxbcdng^aidnr i^nitiiiBcntiailMiirly. ' TK^ 
kalk«QM«i':gre«tii»-e?ef> tlid'itli»>ptin/«iidi«ii«nflte'ii«to 

^ Jin M«roh ilie'WW'8ee]i%5F 'Anmmiiai'Bot^vofl^^ 
isnul, rcioMia«i0Ddttd 'ttielMioti t^' the Bttle^ibf^thfiitofrrti) 
aAfitadrtiietnhilft hfdsn^tgfriw^ eCker nighty aiidiln^^detiem 

wUk^ This fUm fvOTtd as uniivailing a6 (^hMiv aral^Mwai 
steithB'daimed without much' beifBg attenipi«l» Thr paia 
WW Mf em lattd the part tentdet ) the 'bowda were tevpid, laid 
tlrte eapme^pottftidn coaM ftot be Mdoreid. ' ' < * ^i i^ 
voIft>8eptettJber she wa^-eeen byaiiotber able duattttnietfittti 
Mrgeen^ who imputed the^anomalMe symptoiMtovitependied 
wievifie aetlea* Thie opniiotiv however; wee drawn t#»<liiii(f 
tii^'y for ehe derangemetits which htid taken placj4 iti Jth^ 
Amctiona of the uterus were dearly eabsequeat 'to oAtt^ 
fldketioiis; The plan of tiieatmeat proposed weemot objlec- 
ifieiiAble. It coftsieted of fire grains of the bluepill'every nighty- 
wld^twiee' a day a dram of Tinum ferri/ and 'seven gtWMi 
of >8nbearboiiate of ammonia in an onnoo-of bitter inteiom^ 
lUb-e^rse was regularly pursued for threetweeks, w%ien-peinr 
cafaie>on in the pelvic viseem* exIMdlng down- the thighsf i 
t iThe lady resided in the country, and aai I attbis^ilBie hatti 
Mnoved iiito town, my visits were only oeeasionat. ^Havfalg^ 
no ausj^icio^ <^ 1^ cause of this phin, she dontinued Ae^ 
mtdunne, and in afiswdays her oenditiOB was^dtoply disM* 
tressing. She had profiise lauooniiesa, ^e diseharge hmmgi 
eoriieoieiy diS^nsive. The^ahvin the genital ofgaaa'aad-vec* 
torn' was extremely acute, espectaliy when aMeHq^tiii^ to voidt* 
untie orfeoes* The penneum anfd' adjacent parts w^ve^ua^ 
al»te:ofUghery$ipelatoitsinflttmma!tienj'tn someplaoes/fasing^ 
Ihsd^ tand it wa»««id6ntfibni thf sjmptoniR th«i thiBv^satw^t- 
aeiti6is wasigoing OM.in^thoiivaginli edDd ^feetanu Tbe' pula«i/ 
itas diO^and siaalli' - - The tonntemuitte' ^WM ^ dbtreesed/ oud^i 
t^(jddn:^JiDti; Je.waadmeeted^aifrfiiiniiiilaitiasM'ttnd^^ 
ti)0^idio9td IkifipfiixArlmif^ 
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YOiding urine and feces wis alnoBt m8appcMiUej'n:I3M 
•ra^ripl^^ofWjMiitiiimd»/-»d^ daysfftfiitie 

|iteMtd66u(ofl(bw:iis^ andj m iib«M •trJNteAebtiriie^ 

ldke(tfieriwHaiift(.^rui»ttje0cetMiiajV^^ l^ie^didiwwerifrto 
§i ' OB>i geiyidi»iiiiri»ed» jwd» hyrth^. Wgifwu i i iig.ofc Djeiceniltti 
flbfiT Qot^idemlohf^^f AM^lyi ewm^ :;She:hinht 

taE)»,jekmiaeil9a^y9 and ftuff^ed n^ety alight uteoftyeaaenw 
from the side* T^ ^gieat ivipmi'tement, d^^ 
iettingii^n^f ftibiU new di^eaae^ ioducedrme ^JM^ tiuMtfl^ 
teitimg4;i|»e'.fidYanti|ge gaji»ied> ^imi ineititttting.«/jaa«iMiofi 
pMmi»eQ(t .^piinteMmt^ttian, in a mfum^ the iMAttUkcannsiir 
ding to the patients I migbt cany on the pfOd^ss.of rettpfli^ 
liQli^ if it should appear requisite^ . . ^ ^ ^i 

. j^lj.in4he foUoiwing year! found that wo weno. agaftit 
^tivtimavjr; indeed* the -ptttient hepaqoie n^we jthe j$u)(|eMMtf 
|Nilpitatian» ^iNihieh. was violcint as well ^»ivdqvLegai^n9km 
fidtaome nnmsinesa again intth^.Bide» &Ad though tibia buHo 
wasteveatty laaaanad^ thejeialargement was still .pero^fitiiiieT 
A satpR;l9r^ therefore insestad jnst upoo: th^ 'edgejof i4lio 
ifibs^ .MiM^o^WKiaTewiiiea. resulted from tha insertion eMept 
tjba^l;/ tbe sInaU wessela ^oAinu^to hlwAfrma nnd^diiyMtiUi 
i^^ n^ddte/taf* Uia-.night,! wht^i^^gr^wiog £wt/io»irt]ieth)ssi 
o&MoifQkii^}! i«Mix:i^<Ml ufv Praasttre and eold applicatiiNMa 
ipptmatliaialyaiiaested ^ihawoinrlui^ - mi 

-oAel flOoara9i>aiippniBition waafairfy estaUishedi ii waa^ 
^idenibtiM*ilMdj#aa«aw^;agAi^ Thepalpitation^ 

siihi$ideti«^iiiidthfe)'P»nU)i4betn^ JKofr 

%iaetiwaa..d«Mitn thefWiv^'of imdicinef/eiEqeptiby! takfai|^.and 
oma^oMl ^tm^9fiixp^RkBig piJl8i.(s'Ehe{>mgKsa.af aaaod^usiiti 
DMKi'Sliosriibutiat taw iataady$;ifand<iin iha $HMiBii&^a£' aiietori; 
i4m]^.'i)i^- yMngi£^wbd>jDagftinad a«measum<Qf;)hea^Jthatr 
luiiJ^][grhe^.iiiika^^ toibetv llheifuwtiahs of tilemterua^j 
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Htiled »a few 'months Idftger; Siftcto^bh ^ody^tM ^m^ 
•lil^ht excbptiont, .i;hi«-«ymiiig< lcftly*ihd,» ^lajirfed eoreelktit 

Mf'Perlui^.liMnreiB'iib (a»Mni(iBtiMai<re «ftOt6 netfllyiiitetestiiigiitf 
pathblo^ak well •s:phyBiolog^y tHa»^s6efiQis(^]^(BiA|y^>a]icl 

impbitaht'li^ti Its importance in p«ftetiee> wilt^ M^eipMeg^ 
fcr. in]r vspeetingihiitiwhen ttm Hunetioitt df M^ml viso^tst Hire 
dmtoged^ it beaoiiieft o<F ti^ tHdbdistim^iMNMLtMseito ^^mtm 
what >if ihe pthnsry sett CfimiMthiit, A ' secondary affls^oly 
flit^>be>nioKv prcimineiity b^ tneiisureftidiredted to this :w<wiU^ 
bei quite liikatuiliiig if imtation be kept up by moirbid aksttont^ 
in'sbme other Tisous. Itn e«r^)oyihg'o6ifiMer^4triti^ion w^ 
ikftilMte'die prifficiple^ of synipatHyy iSLnd the disease we scft'up 
BiMold have some reference/ iti its degree and*tdhiration> ^W 
that wei attempt to conti«ol. • . ' .1 

r. Dyspq^'J'ffm dk^a^ of thfi lA^r. . 

»The liver is the oi^an to which it is now most common W 
impute dyspeptic afFbcl^nsi Its magnitude, cohneeted witH 
te t^lailioR to mother organs, add td ^he mind, pe^hi^ may 
impart to it J a preponderance in <Jie' pathology cX the chylo^ 
pdietie sysi^»n ; but when we con^id6^ that chytifiealtion may 
Se effected without bile, as appear^ to b^ "proved by recei^ 
eiBpetiments', we 'cannot attach greater impo^tftnlcfe ' tof tfaaf 
Mei>etion than %# othiirs eoocetn^d in tfae^ saMe ^odess. N^ 
V^eitheless, when we t^gaird llie use* of 4>il^ ks -co^titbuting 
to animalize and proBM)^e thid^ot%bilfty of fiidtti^ aft»eles^ of 
ftM^, tb counteract ^utrefocti^n, aiiii lb stlmukrte the intes* 
tblAl^ iiiftnN^les, >a8 well as %o o«taer ptrrptMe», Wd^ ^aUhdt -fatt' 
to admit the impoitance- of it§ l)eilig 4Uppl^d of a4iealthy 
^UkMty and in due pr6pb)rtion. 'D^ta^geme&tbih'tt^^fiMR^ 
tidtis 6f theaiver c&ay \^ 6haradlelfift«d by ^^'^yi^t^^'W 
i^tildaAce df bile, or by its being df^^mdrBid-^Uali^I '- ' 
^'The'iU effectd'on the ptr^eess of d%&i»(^oft ttiaty. siribe fi^(tttt 
efther of these condititos,-^or #dm bbi^tfuctio^ in the Mdafy' 
dtbcts. -'Whe^ 1^e8e^^b(Mjraeti^Ei^Mfi0#iMi'ddi^y;^a#^ift^e^ 



yei^ ^ii](FuLa99»p1#ms ; .btf tf they; Bomntist^m o^tir, fraiwUy^ 
^iid] hy jfiartUUy: -if mt wholly > iatejrc^ting th« flow of MU,^ 
laioi ox)Jly>fi«. thei prooess of digestion i^lpeded^hut .the.liYM 
lAi^eilf b^onii^^'jopipriEm^ by,thp\s^eoti04i. of it». Cfmi seere*- 
tiaii^ ioA tb^ gaUtUadder #laited( to an eiu>rnM^i^ extent.. ,| 
ahalliiNr^ydntLy x^tela oaae 9f obstruotion ^cfiorring .ftiuafi 
^auae exterior tO/ tbe.}d«ots« .1 

. Dyspeptic sympftoilis^ too^ ari^ fr(»» .the exigence of 
bUiaiy.conaretioo&in the gaUnbladdery mther. from imtatioa 
Q£)irom,1^ OQ»dition of the. bite on whioh thdr &nnatioi» 
dependedt> ..It mmt be admittedi howetver, thatr the gaUn 
bladdtf i has . somelimefl be^oi foand fuU of cakiuli^ wheni 
there had existed no indication of them during life* 
J The functions, of the liyerare liable to be deranged iby 
sympathy with other abdominal organic and with the urinary 
and genital organs* Pain in any part pf the body ^ ;the irritettt 
tion of teethings and even toothache may induce derangements 
in this viseus^ in common with those of other organs ; and it 
idDKirol^es almost. all other parts in the circle of its.joiwn 
influence* . . 

It is particularly liable to be affected by those diseases of 
the heart which cause an impediment to the circulation of 
tibie blood returned to that yiscus by the inferior cava; and 
as tim Tenoiis Cvurrents from all the abdominal yiscera form a 
eonflux^ they^ of course^ participate more or less with the 
livj^r, in the mischief of surcharge from the cause m q;<i,^stion. 

All the. internal organs sympathize with the skin, for 
eutaH^o^^ irritation has u;^dQnbtedly a^infi^nce on ;l;h^ 
fmm^Qfm* . It is probable, however, that .they phiefly suffer 
under the .various circumstances of cutaueoijus tra^^^piratii^i 
Secrieitiob cannot be:i]^t4rially cheqke4 on the surfaqe of the 
body without itsr causing ^»Qme v<>jwilar plethprft, iwr throwing 
«pon;9th!e]; orgw^an e35cef«fOf 4vty incompatible with their 
healthy stotis. Ibe linR iftfrequ^tly >mpiiQat«d in. morbid 
aott^ns > under .theeei :^reumstM0e$. Qut, peiihaps, iiio ^ajase 
90 &equ«tly,fSi> eudi^^yj;€»d so p^w^rfi*lly,;dprang§«.tbe 



MfeteliMi fe'chteb^, tt(6 «fMl»'M&f whiter ttrii^fM^MT^ 
atid A^ atta(5k cf subacute hepatids mayaupenrvtie. Some* 
tunes the'exeretory duets seem to be spasmodicnUyisoiitnictedy 
knd then jaundice may ensue. I recollect a remxrkaUe ««' 
ample of this in the person of a medical man, ivvimsesoruplet 
and apprehemions were so much alive wheftever- he bad a 
formidable case under' his care, tiiat he afanest invariably 
became jaundiced. Sometimes the secretion is* redundant^ 
and diarrhcBa or even cholera has resulted* 

' Itiese, it is true, are' the stronger lines of tbe poolttiB, but 
they tend to demonstrate the influence of tbem^ over the 
hepatic functions*; and to show the mischief whioh resulte 
from strong emotions, from continued anxiety, or from in- 
ordinate mental exertions. 

The influence of the nervous system I purposely defer till 
I shall have illustrated these observations by some of the 
facts from which they are drawn. I shall pass over the 
more particular consideration of mere derangement of flino* 
ti'on, and shall only adduce such cases of chronic disease as 
elucidate the subject of disordered function, or required the 
most persevering and cautious management of the assimila- 
tive powers. 

Case 1. 

Enlargement of the liver producing dropmf, in a Btrumaui 

habit. 

Several times in the year 1821 I was consulted respecting 
a delicate lass whose symptoms were cough, quickness of 
respiration but with ability to expand the chest, fever, 
slight pain iii the right side, tumid and tense abdomen, and 
light-coloured feces. Occasionally a tinge of yellownesir 
was observabte on the skin. The limbs were considerably* 
wasted, and not unfrequently a hectic fludh glowed ' on thitj 
cheeks. These symptoms were repeatedly relieved by takings 
ibnall doses of hydrargyrus com cteta\^th saline medicitxesf 
and when the cough and febrile symptoms had a little siib-' 
ftided, she was V^bnsideri^bly Invigorated by ft residenfcafe of a 
^ ittOtkfiic^arthe bea'side^ Hir parents Were tmdiily tt^ioiisr 



loot been hmgihAfe'heScsb ahe ha4 a reGunreixce of oeaxly 
dke (dd 8jrmpimi8« Thi^re were i:egttla9: ey^aisig exaoerba* 
tkma of Ibreri llie Qougli rWas e;sioeeclu9^1y troablesome^ tmd 
the ntj^t' peisptnatitfaa profu$e« The abdomen was larg^. 
Th^re was Tery slight tenderness in the right .hypocbon* 
dtitmm, with soifte kcr^ase of bulk. in. tba, liver^ The lymt- 
phatiG glands wete enlarged^ aiid these ws^s leasoii to. ^nfer 
that the mesenterie wcjire ,so likewis^y, and fears .wens ent^Tr 
taihed that Uie lltngsc mi^t be tuberculated. The cojumte- 
nance was cheeiftd, but .it was that vivacity which gives 
peealiaD intfeieiit to the expression of the stcamoas female. . , 

' ' * Succ:Hy08c: 

Pil. Aloes comp. a€, gr. ijfs. M. ft. 
pil. ij ; omni hocte snmendee. 

Evei^ other night three grains of hydrargyrus caBp c^eta 
were added ; and three tiipes a day she took . a saline 
draught with one dram of tincture of calombo. The dief 
(Qpntaated of milk and farinaceous articles. 

After pursuing this plan for a fortnight she was decidedly 
better. The colour of the dejections was darker, the belly 
softer, the cough was much less troublesome, and the per- 
spirations were abating. At the expiration of a few weeks 
more she wast tolerably cpmfortable, joined her friends on 
the coast, and soon appeared quite well. 
. No long time ela^sed,.howeyer, before tlie functions of the 
^ige^tive organs again became deranged, and the derange* 
m^x^t was accompanied with the usual sympathetic affections, 
"the plans pursued did not bear a due reference to her deli- 
Qate and strumous habit. Calomel was given with too mucK 
fjre«eflopi, and she was long, in considerable jeopardy . After 
inany weeks had. closed, ai^rf^st from medicine was solicited^ 
and she gradually regained a comparative state of health ] sp 
n^uch,60| ^at Jieast^.that (ler sanguine parents a^in sent her 
{o school. 

, Though .watched over, ^ith the most solicitous kindness 
9y , her. exQfUe^tj preceptress, ^yjet B^e ,was rtUl inoepafele, of 
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afffections crept upon het iriosi inri<lidif4ly. A neighbmriiig 
medidd ttiaft 'wios confdUlted/ whov dferegtftdhig > hrer dMicftte 
tttid 8tiil<^)ytible habit; |)re8cribed powerful doe^B df calomel 
iQld Bcammofiy. At the expiratibii of a fortnij^t WHe w&b 
taken hothe. The abdomen i^ks pr6grei«mly atfgmentiiig 
in dize, and at'thd end of a ttiof^h' Bhe Waer flAind to \k 
tifftHitiJ She 'was in -this Bfate ^to i fit^ saw her, aiSd 
ah excellent physician had beeH cM^stflt^di 'Th« abAodr^ 
Kra^'very large, and fluctuation <5ouM be' dMtihctiy feU ; bflt 
by relaxing the abdomen as much as posrible;' the livet 
could be discovered pr6jecting considerably beyond' tii^ 
ribsy and tender. The bowels wef& open, b«\t the dejections 
were.li^t-coloiuredy and Qften appeared as if they were 
fermenting. Her limbs wasted, but she was tolerably free 
from cough, and the appetite was moderately good* 

As she had already taken mercury too freely, 'this medi- 
cine was limited to three grains of the hydrargyrus cam creta 
every other night, (sometimes omitting it for a week,) and 
she took a dose of rhubarb and magnesia every second di* 
third day. She was directed to take dilate nitric acid with 
a dram of tincture of calombo three times a day, in tw6 
ounces of a stt*ong decoction of taLfiaiacum. As much- horse 
exercise as possible was enjoined, and when fironi ttadiress 
of weather she was tmable to get out, exercise" within dobifgf 
by means of the racking oi' scotch horse wafe Tegulaifiy 
pursued. Th^ diet was nutritive but unstimulating, and 
her clothing warm, and friction of the limbs and body 
was daily employed. Her friends resided in the country,; 
therefore she derived every advantage as to atmosphere. 
For many weeks a very even balance was maintained, but* 
nothing could be more satisfactory than the result: Peeling' 
Confidence .in the plan laid dowii, the friends of the young 
lady pursued it vigorously, and at length the abdomen 
became perceptibly softer, and by measurement the cirpum-i 
fisrence. was lessened. Some months elapsed before she* 
coul^ be reported quite well, 1wit fcfr the' Ikdt' eighteen; 
months she has enjoyed good health, and for a year' haV 
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€()jai^ation ^ivith ease .and im^oes^* . 
, Thi8r.caae9>.a8 w^ll as tbe following^ tend to show how 
Biuch ma^ be leffected m.ibnoidable' eases of. ftmetional <d^ 
vijMg^fBpwi^ot ike: liyer ; and.ey^a x)(.ovganic iaciease^ wkk 
tile JCjonsequeacegth^t' may faa^escAidted^ by a steady psp^ 
sesremnce in an«uiirFitalkaig fdian of treatment, * At the sam0 
time me may observe, .that those measui^ whioh disturb 
and ruffle tb^ conatitution, not only induoe new and trouble^ 
some;affeotton8j hot agg^vate thai foF whose vemoval they 
were suggested* • 

1 shall eB^^aflPOur to avoid prolixity in &e detail of thil 
foUo^iaaig caie^ but ^ it psesented ise many interesting ck^ 
cnm^tanjses, and Wa3 so 'immediately under- my' own eye^ 
thai itvwiU necessarily toocnpy some extent of ^descriptioaj 
General priaciples are most interesting to the experienoed 
pTttciitioneiv but the student ^ust go through the drudge 
of observing and. investigating insulated lacts.— 

Case 2. 

Enlargement of livenfrom hooping cough. > . 

'•About the nuddle of the < year. 18-16, two of my own 
ehildren'were affected with hooping cough^ and <me of thenl 
died.*' The elder cbild^ the subject of the following detaiUy 
ftveyeairs and a half old, was niore- slightly aiSbeted tham* 

-■ ■ l> I ■ I I - ■' ■ ■ I ■■■ l>l III >■ I I I I * I 111 I M M. ■ ■ , 

■ • ■ ■ . . 1 ' ' . ; , ■ .■ ' i i. . t 

^ * I.may remarky/th9i:^ it (Joes not immp^atejy be«r on the sul^ett 
before me^ that on exaxniniBg this little girl after death, not' only was there 
inflammation of the mucous,membrane of the bronchia accompanied With 
hydi'othorax, but als6 extensive frrflammation of the peritonearcoat of thd 
ll^er, and astites. The* galUbladS^r was filled «itb -bile the consistence ol 
jelly, and of a greenish colour. This jelly-like sectetion is 8ome«Sines'&ttrir> 
bmed to the; muciparonf .(^1^9^ but this pase ^ivfs <it an hepatie origin. 
In msiny c.i^ses of pooping , cough, when the syn^tonjifs had not, been so. 
violent that the affection of the liver could be imputed to obstructed pul- 
iil<niary cih^ulatioD) it has^ becomie inflamed. In tiotent attacks of the 
disease I scarcely reeotlecft ah htotance in which this organ did not severely; 



4i4ripg th» moniih of >ii^feiidb«rdMs cqioliptoniMr^^peoNi^Mly. 

i^fctocl|<d with diafvbfiM, ( AAdf tb»i di«Qh«g»«f waiety aAmIk 
i«MkaO)eKoewt0M<t<>iBwilerfl(niotts qyiriiemiom> n; i | > >rt ii f 

i9t»>ike ^comity, wimmike giiaad a dkgree of h o ii kp 
strength. Before his return he took cold which nqpMinoidi! 
QM%h..aiid ieven, and in. a few* dnys. ji^ptiMiis ^ifsamite 
bnpalitis aroee. Three minces of blood weie idcu^ta tear 
t|w MBO^ a Ulster waa applied^ and .saliMk>apsfieata^weie) 
s^^MMMstffed> ■ Under this tseatnenl. the acute sjnnplofat^ 
wMdedi Iwt ha had occasiMal eongh^ hurriad MipijDi*io&^ 
aatl 'a.iFery. quick and often. in^egnlar {inke. • Myaseelknt 
a^ intelligent friend Dr. Uwins kindly Tisitad him, and 
pniseiibed a combination of oalomelf opiniii>. and dif^ftahaffr 
a. quarter of -a grain of each eirefry. six hoars. After iiaYiii|p 
tejben this medicine for a few days, a quarter at a grain of 
sucQus cicutflB was substituted for the opium* He took a 
deee in the evening, and in the coarse of the night the 
action of the. heart was greatly disturbed^ Sometimes thef 
pilJise- was scarcely perceptible, at others it beat more fmtij, 
bair was intern^t^nty and occasionally he £ell into. the^n^Mi 
apfiaUnfig syncope, . This wes prpbably th)9j effiict of. ihit 
digi^a\is . and hemlock* On the. following day. ha /was '- 
moderately cheerful, yet the pulse fluctuated in a most -. 
extraordinary manner, and immediately on falling into a 
slumber he perspired most profusely. On the 2d of Decern- 
ber, the second day after taking the hemlock^ he appeared ; 
to^hare recovered, from the effec;ts of the narcotic, Imt lus* 
reiiiifaMon wa^ greatly hui^nedft ^itkd th^i pHtio was axtremelf r* 
quick aaid fluttering^ . - ^k \ -. 

Two gnana of cakmel w^re given him, and aAenrarda . 
^psotn, salts with infusion of senidia^ so that in the bd^rse df <^ 
th^', day and night his bowela were freely opened^^tiMi"* 
ci€a^o9a«]^ing. loosaand biUoai^i afMl riim uiina seanty^^ 
T^jM^sa^wif 14€g luui sometiamii HMgtdw^; )9ifr. fai^wiiK;« 



chMrAiij' «ttd. ilfr iiMl^ gMtel^ •«ii4* Anlk witk iHsetf to. tt 
tf^peared <m the Mi AM' h^Hltd been imteh relietred by ^ 
aperient medicme. lie was MenbyDr. Feire, ai well as 
l^ the friend already named, and it was agreed that the 
dOlufftie mxtare fihouUl be 'so eontmued as to keep the 
beNireb freely in aetiens Withm thernext ten days he twice 
hidi^ a ' return <xt ptm in tiie livei^, with ether evidence of 
atote hej^titMy which imbeided under the use of leeches 
afidftnettlmlsalliAk' 

On the lAlh it was dketfted that he shOuM take five 
gsami ^ A^ hydrai^yms cum' ereta every other night fer 
a<week>'triting soMe mild aperient in the interval, and that 
at the' esphraiti«n of that time he should go into the country 
and' take mineral- acid* After taking the mercurial twice he 
wM agtfin atfteted iMb. violent pain in the right hypochon** 
dfium, extending to the epigastric region, and accompanied'^ 
with soreness. * The motions were of a yellow colour, and in 
theiv emsistence ^ resembled jdly: The pulse was seldom 
lees than 140, and sometimes it exceeded * that numbei^. 
The tongue'' was furred, the eyes were surrounded with a 
livid oircle, and the uriliie was yellow. The diet consbtM 
o£.lifcrinaeeoas ai^icl^s, and his beverage of water. 

Diai&g ithe last attack I* gave him a dram 6f castor 6ii 
every- ^ hours, with three grains of potassse nitras. At 
the ' expiration 6t twelve hours there had been no alvine 
exevetiotf, mid' he seamed distressed, being unable to* exert 
the abdomteal muscles In the eflbrt of' expulsion, on account 
of^ the ^ pain it excited 'in th^ ' sid^'. An enema produced 
plentifol ei^euation, and ^fae was much relieved. He con-^ 
tinned to take the castor oil enmlsldn twice or three times li - 
day,^' and daily improved in health. By tiie 12Bth* the ptdse * 
was iedni)ed'to4M. ' The pain" and soreness of the right 
hypoehondrium were removed, the stools' wtere yi^lloW; abd 
thir.appe<M» wtm good; but he was Only allowed iililk> 
gilMl^'%ht ffad^ngi^f btead, 0r other articles of rsimttaf ' 
natpUNS* *^ He weiifl' mto^the 0momt^, «hd^ sofo dleHfArdir ' 
wi»i«Usiwed « IMe eMm&l^*fi>odv^Hie''bowris vrei^ 
<»PI^!^vnM tif/Mtm^, iiiift 4m» teokHleii '^drof^ ^ 

G 



/quttd( ^k¥^^ ^Pokuig ^^^ free ' from patPif Jm^titimMB 

Qow di§cov.er^d. tb$it therliyar wasiso much^ ^ibrgiod vklo 
.pijose a pa;pjec^o|:i.of the lihsm ' - ^ . 

At the b^gimMog ^ February, ha retumbd .tOntpmi 
.greatly , imppoyed in .g^wirf^l .hei^th;. but hia UTeiMwa8.irery 
Jl^ge, extending %o the MifibiUcue^-ai^l. oocosiamag/) gpwfit 
,bulgii\g .gf. tbe .ribB4 It felt considerably indumt^^ (bat 
wa£ not veiry tender on presaure* During the -nioiiitkof 
JPphTmty be took ,t^e dilute J^titrqua aoid twiM a dayi^.and 
BSk the bepatio disease yis^s now in an indole '{Qim. two 
.|^n8 of calomel were taken twice a week. Eyery night 
duriQg. March a scruple of strong meorcurial ointment was 
.^bib^ on the side, and his bowels .wi^rja k^t ofi^n by 
;iiie9AB of ep^om salts and senna« He now took themor^ 
.^^..ev€(ry night in a much smaller dose, oocasionaily 
' splitting it to avoid the excitation of acute symptoms* 
. AbQut this time he was kindly visited by Mr. Ahemethy 
and Dr. Farre. The former denominated it ^'abadcase/r 
, ^4 ^t)ie lait^r thought that the symptcHns indicated dis- 
qi^jmi^^a^n of the liy^r as well aa enlargement. It was 
agreed that he should take four grains of the pUula hydraIrT 
gjpi ev^iy other nighty and that his .diet should cotisisi of 
• three Qieals a day, each meal consisting of four onnoes; of 
gppd .alimentary matter; and that, his bowels should "be 
k^pt, open, without purging, by means of efisom sidta oi 
lenitive el^ct^ary« He, went into the country in the montii 
of March, puttii^ this plan into strict operation i but ^at; the 
expiration of a fortaig;b,t it was announced to me that the 
pain in the liver had returned. i . - 

. A^r tal^Qg saline aperients for a few days, and abataining 
^op^,mercury and from animal food« the. pain subsided #He 
' w^ directed tot take . an ounce and half of mucilage of icelamd 
: mq9a.twipe,a day, and did ni>t nei^ew the pills;till the 2(Hhui 
., , In th^. treatment (pf th«Mfe cases ibe utmost attmitieflu nmifet 
j^e.d^eotfsd to .acute: ajfinf^omsy whi«h are.yery, liable »<o 
r |9se dliMWg|rih^cidmtiatjMi,tipn« of 'i^^ . The psiac^fiie 
htch ]b0v^^ #?!> tiewt i^ 'tb^ eisiKibitiQn; oft as mn^ bfaia pt%i6r 



ddw9>teild form^of flieioury^ tt thepttlicRitiwti bctt^withdtit 
trtitatkiVi immeAitttely* desisting if lusute' sytuptbins airi(^. 
Keeping •IhiB'pviticiple in sights on the 20thy when all sytnjp- 
tottis of excitement had been alla^ied for soifte days, the ehild 
began to take^two grains of the blue pill every other night. 
• On tiie 27tb he was again brought home, under the ftp- 
pearanee of hia daily becoming worse. His fever was con- 
siderable Occasioncdly his conntenanee presented a death-* 
like palienesSy with a somewhat livid hue.* His gums were 
slightly affected by the mercury, his appetite was impaired, 
and his limibs wasted very rapidly. The state of the bowels 
was irregular and respiration hurried. He often complanukl 
of headach. The pupils were dilated^ and he seemed* quite 
incapable of mental exereises ; indeed, heappeared scttro^ly 
capdbl^- of isittmg up without i^pporting his head on his 
himd^ iThe bulk of the liver did not appear to haveinw 
creased ; but ^e increasing failure of strength, acoompaaitdd 
with symptoms of cerebral fulness, led me to apprehend 
hydrodephatusb ' • i*. 

I' was'tM^w confirmed in an opinion, which for seme tfane 
had beiein entertained, tiiat the diet' had been too scanty, and' 
the periodic too distant. It was therefoi^ diredted, that at 
six o'clock A.M. he should take half a pint of new milk; 
that at nine he should breakfast on ^an egg and milk with 
some bread; that at one he should dine on Hie meat of a 
young animal, (as veal or lamb,) or on rabbit or chicken ; 
take some milk' 'again at five, and some gruel and milk fbr 
supper at eight. ^' 

As medicine/ he was directed to take: i&i grains of the 
extract of taraxacum in mint water,^or decoction 6f sarsapa- 
rilla, with fifteen drops of dilute nitrous acid, three times a 
day ; and as I was convinced that he couldnot bear men^iiry- 
internally, the nitro*mufiatie acid bath was tried. That it 
might beitmed effectually, a deep narrow tub was Obtmned 
fop ihe purpose. It was first used in the eveiiinj^of the^ 
3(Mh of April. He seamed to enjoy il| aiid passed ou'^eML 
nig)^ It was^Tspeated five ofi sixilnmesef^iry^ week..^ 7he 
tense abdomen was daily rubbed' with '«eanphoratcld'bil>' adtf 
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^y^Vy Qth^' dey with a '8cnipU of jncrrcnrial 'diptn^iit* 

Paring the three or four ^ays immediately foDowiiig tl^ 
first b&th the bowels were x^laxed, akid he voiQed 'mucK 
pxote udne than he had for some time ; but afterwarda the 
bpwels settled into a moderately regular stated ihough if 
was occasionally requisite to give him a gehtte aperi^lit. 
Through the first week of adopting this plajx he was ioir 
mediately under my own eye, and afterwards the effects of 
the remedies' were very closely watched; .neverthelesA^,' 
though Uie bath not unfrequently produced cOosidevable 
irritation add tingling in .the skin of the legs quite to thei 
knees^ yet I never could detect any specific influence, cm 
hepatic secretion.! It appe^ed useful, however,.. 4s a bathju 
and as a counter-irritant; and in a few other cades in which 
I have employed it, its utility seemed to be confined to* thes^ 
effects* At the expiration of a week after ooniiiy^^s^ing ih^ 
l^ath,. he was plac^' with his mamma ini lodgings at Stock"-* 
weQ, where I saw him almost every day. Hie bath wla^ 
continued about three weeks, and then water tvas ^sub* 
stitUted for the acid. .At the expination df a mos^th h^ ^as 
Evidently much improved. His counttoance, by the dor 
crease of pallidness, and of lividness in the circumference 
of the eyes, indicated an improved state of oilrculation. He 
had no paiii in the liver or stomach, and wad more lively,, 
but his appetite still was defective, and his tongue furred. 

During the preceding three months he hUd taken no 
mercUiy, unless it were in occasional small dpse, and he 
had so uniformly become worse after repeating thi^ } jpineraL* 
a few times, that although it seemed almost essentia), to the 
removal of the increased bulk of the liver^ yet itd' renewal 
was somewhat dreaded. ' The seizing of the fairest :oppor- 
tunity, and^the adaptation of the dose, constitute the chief, 
points in the administration of mercury ; aiid in' August :hipi 
general health was so much improved, and he was so fr^- 
froin evidence of active disease, tuat Jie was jlireotQd to taW^ 
a' grain and half of blue pill at bed-tioie tot four sUcf^ssiv^' 
nights,, and then io .omit one or' two ; and. also to tc^k^; 
^teen^dropiof jiitfVHnuriaticaeid: twice'aday. , '' . ' > 



• • f 

At the close of the montli he came again into IpiicloB*' 
Qis ^neral health was good and his appetite keen ; but the 
li^er was extremely large^ occasioning very considerable 
prominence of the abdomen and of the right side, tie pur- 
sued the same plan of medical and dietetic treatment through 
the months of September, Octoberi and November; and 
from a memprandum made on the 10th of December, it 
appeans that his liver had become much less, and that its 
secretions were healthy. His general health was v^ry good, 
and he took no medicine except two grains of the pilula 
l^ydrargyri eveiy third or fourth night. 

'Through the early months of 1819, he took two grains ot 
blue pill three time3 a week, and in April he recommenced 
the taraxacum, taking a few ounces of strong, decoction of 
the recent roots twice a day ; but though persevered in for 
three months, it did not appear to have effected any rea^ 
good. , His breakfast and supper consisted of bread and 
milk, and his dinner chiefly of animal food. He spent May 
and June in Shropshire, where exercise on horsebiaick was 
very serviceable; but the bulk of the liver was still- 
formidable. 

• As the head had been repeatedly threatened, an^ the 
general health demanding the utmost relaxation, his studies 
had been nearly suspended; but after the midsummer 
vacation he went to a preparatory school at Brixton, where 
the utmost attention was paid to him. He took two grains 
of the pilula hydrargyri steadily every other night, and 
in the day either the nitro-muriatic acid or carbonate of 
iron. For twelve months there was scarcely any inters" 
mission in the plan, but during the first two or three 
QKOnths both his . confinement and mental exercises were 
very limited, and afterwards the greatest care was taken 
that they should not ; be irksome. He grew in statiire and' 
inoreased in strength and in the size of his limbs. He was 
a,iways cheeiful, and had scarcely a day's indisposition 
through the whole year, at the close ot which it was evident 
that the viscus. was much reduced. As corroborative 
evidence: of the advantage which had now been gamed, t 
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xiMght qtote f rem my mii&utefc ihe opinion of 'ah^ ftbte'itnd 
eooneiit phyBieian who saw him a secood tidie after the lapse 
of ia year and half.— '^ Having a somewhat aifedegotts case* 
under his car&> the doctor exaDoained hiiii carefnlly, and fonnd 
the tiver scarcely ei^tending b^otid the .edge of the 'ribs. 
Sfe expressed himself gready aistopisbed at the change that< 
had taken placd sialce he last exatniiied the yonth, and said' 
he had never witnessed so encouraging an iivltande of the 
^la&8^ement of enlargeknent of the liver.^' 

Still we fdt it necessary to regard the injunction^ ^'be not 
weary in well doing/' and therefore frbm midsuouner 1820^ 
to. th^ same petiod of 1821, the 'mercurial pill, which had 
been cautiously increased to three grains, was takiien though 
less frequently. He appeared then to be quite free from 
he^patic disease. Taking his pill had grown into a rather 
pleasant habit, and for some months he occasionally requested 
one, a &vor "with which I thought it useful to comply, as it 
was not fidicited ofterier than oiice a week or fbrtnight. 
He cofcitinues to enjoy very good health, with unimpaired 
mratal powers. 

In this case we have first the connexion of hepatic disease 
with hooping cough, a circumstance of ter^ ccmunon occur- 
rence. We have enlargement from chronic inflammation 
ensuing upon acute hepatitis* We have, at first, a highly 
excitable state of liver, and of the constitution generally, 
not allowing of the use of mercury. A state of excitability 
and weakness, exposing the patient to irregular distribution 
of blood, and threatening efiusion in the head from conges-^- 
tion. We harve then amendcfd heialth, and consequendy 
augmented str^agth, and a more indolent state of the 
enlarged viscus.-^ Mercury now admissible, bikt t equirihg aft 
first great watchfulness. Ultimaitely we have the satisfiiction 
of effecting, by a slow but persevering process^ restoration to* 
health, of which no hope could* be ' entertained by more 
violent measures. : i , 

. When the liver is in a state of aubaeute inflammatifm, 
I ^hava >60 often' seen mercury develope the symptoms of 
iieute hepathia) that i nevtar imort to it'ttoe|AVith greari* 
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om)ii|n$pectiap$ aDd^ber&tfeken is eiiUrg«mesit of ihe Uveyr, 
for.wbich iia^rcury might be requisite, it ^ould be withheld . 
the ^moineat these symptoms oceur, substituting the most 
scfOjthu^ xQ^aBHices^ till they have subsided. In this excitable 
ataJte^of tfae\liver, secTetiea will be carried on much better 
withiout mercury* In the case just related, at its early stage, 
thea^ wa^ either a suspension of secretion, or the motions 
w#ve loaded wi^ a yellow jelly*-Hke substance, which I was 
led to consider as a morbid secretioa from the liyer, in 
c^^equmoe of the gaU-bladder in the sister haying been , 
diateauded with bile of the same consistence fiiough of a. 
greyish, eolour. The liver acted 'better, and consequently 
wjith l^ss -constitutional disturbance, under the use of the 
oUy emulsion than from any other medicine. In tro{Hcal 
climates where disorganization takes place with extraordi- 
nary, rapidity, large doses of calomel have been found highly. 
us^ful in acute hepatitis. It must not be inferred that these 
strictures on the exhibition of calomel in acute hepatitis- apply 
to other visceml inflammations, for in many eases of pneu-* 
monia, where hepatization is liable to happen from, effused 
lymphi and in some other forms of adhesive inflammation, 
the^ exciting of mercurial influence has a most salutary effect 
in counteracting Uie adhesive proems. Dr. Pemberton has 
given much useful caution on the subject of mercury, in. his 
ej^^iell^^ epitome- of disease Qf,thedig^tivex)i;gans. .:. 

^(.^liall) only add ,an pbservfii^tioii relating to the<iiitro^> 
n^ui^iatifC ,^i(L. ThcMigh I . eoipttiniie to .e«^)]loy . tb^ .adid.t 
in -pr^ti4:enoe to the citric alOne, .in the .vaanoiis affeetiona 
that- seem , to require iim mineral jbonic,'yetI haver neves « 
wi^liesi^., aQy eff0ct that would Jead me tO; suppose tfaer 
chjor^i^d a^wnistered. intemallyv or applied .extemally^^ 
p(9^8Qssi4 fk §pf^fic .po^^. .Qf iiuiluenAingt hepeAie deci^tiiHa; 
l^Q .oenl^rfury opi^imi,.<l admit,.)b9is> beftn .meintai^ed hf^ 
p^^^ti^eiFS of .^r,i9i^r§,^x^jE»ri^oe and^discriminataoi^^tiiaii^ 
myself, but I feel it incumbent upon me. to staAe.the^iseavli <]£ 
my own observations^ I have never; tried it in the Jfoniau of 
^^M^,. as x^^^oome^dfiil by Mr* :W»Ba«e^/ TJho ^iocfrtesf {off 
t}^99A^n^^l^ it W.tiijs J»^iiy r^9^^ itfi pertii*.?i9*irt, r^hmb 



^ make a distinctioii. .^-m,^i7 :. . i. r lit r ' 

In the whole circle of pathological inquiry, a more impor- 
tant aubject cannpt preaeiit itat^lS for inveatigation than the 
various conditions of the liver. Viewed in relation to the 
diseased organ itself, this 'Conaidertttion iaVasOy momentous, 
:^d, At fiff9J^^^ P^f4. ftdyai^tage ig^ the treatmeati ) to^iietoQt it 
fff^y, ^I^\o ^acert^ its li^tHre, In the oaae j(«9t'«elalfd> 
i^ef^ y^pB. s^f^ple t^idf^^jmnt q£ .b^lk .without diaangaiuaar 
tjip^ aa4 1^^ ^h^ usuajl.foim wptder .wUch itjooeiini^iii 
yqiHfg.p^ifsop^i^. ^Jtmayi hpiweveri be associc^tedrwithtAikft 
i^t^i:^fP3 of stfi^pture as to a4k>w of no hope of ^reatcuiUiflny 
^4 nnder s^ch ci^umstances the adaption of painful mmr^ 
f^xif^^ js ^qi pply uaeL^|», but cruel; jthey may inoreaae this 
P^f ^01^'^. auffer^ig^. axid apcejerate the fatal issue. 
. ^yi^eyred in relation to the numerous sympathetic ^ffectaooA 
qf ^yhichtHeUyer i^ the parent, a powerful motive is aup^ 
pU^ ^0 1|^ ex^cise of patient examinatioii* This motiva ia 
^(^|jigtl^n$4 hjf thie fact of the insidious and maaked fonm 
]jjl^4f^, which hepatic derangemeata occur.: 
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t •• •' ' •• • ' • Case 3, 

I vim. the^yMT 183S I waa' Requested to see a young 1^' 
ajbout eig^t^fears; of age. Sh^ had eomplaifled 4»f eou^h 
ani dyapnenfty and when I saw her the symptoms certainly 
ifBse; ao indieative of -pneumonia, that the practitioner mi^lit 
bc^n great danger of pnmouncing it a case of that desctip^^ 
tiQn:.jaitho«t any* inquiry. On examining the'abdom^/^ 
bfEniev^^ 4h0 evidisnee of aeute- hepatic ^became un^^i^ctesli" 
tl»itg)ii lahe rhad laot previottsly mentioned' pain ' in the aide; ^ 
SiidjiTaa'imfiadiate)y.iblfd^Maiid<.ih0:.>Uood^o(m 'put'^en^d^ 
8ifl]f/afi|pMuri(noe^ wUokmay idinaat be vegaorded ^aa'diagmMiac- 
oCihepatattiilflamynaliom > -TkelungB^ I believe,^ v^ce whidiyii 
uaoffeatad*'* »«,. . ■;.; !.. i i * --* ■ »»..»< .-.• ^ / ••..•■^ «?/^'j/ 

jXbfl MktmigtmBft'^ilLiput tbiBisub}ee«iiiK>a«lillaia«ar> 
lif^o Jt ftktjekBAiHkpA dUfase lavtheA^dM, ilm«ni««Mk»- 
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on the abdominal viscera. (..:■:,. •. . i . .: ot 

flh Jl:./J' iH)l. ••i;'.' 'ivif. i<»; GA'HE -4. * ' '* '. ' ' •'''"* 

t»iii oi j'<, ■ u. -n .• /•:.*'..: .1 . . ". . ; . ■ :> -' 

Ji ^Po^iMtfrdi^th^ dose df 0^«6b^F, 1824; I was reqtl6%te«l to i^ 

cbj^tkeMOl leetout ' iteventy yedrs 6f age: Hie had ' enjoyed 

-^Md fi^dhh, hta 'befto TeidailcaUy actiVe; haA eiaten h^atijl^, 

ttbd'dM^^ils pint Kut'pOTUir twi^ a day tHtfa greM «ee^. 

WKOiitk' «h6 pteceiKng year ht hdd saffei^ o^^aH&ihltd 

8)ltii6k&'i0f ^cdlie^ahd his botrels hare had a tendency tb 

oWMilpfittidm * I was oceasionally called to see him not odl^ 

^tribderthete eCttacks of colic, but once on account of a di^lft 

accident; and on all occasions I obseired a reinarkatfl^ 

mpiA pulse, with some inequality ; but he had n6 odier 

symptom of diseased heart, and appeared quite surprised at 

my^'b^ng so inqtiisitire on the subject. My attendances 

iMm ■ solicited ottly under special circumstances of shoit 

duration, and as my patient was an adiiTenlLain tio^' iiHi<^ 

confinement was irksome, he was relieved from restraint as 

soon as possible. After an attendance of this kind in 

1824, he went to the coairtf - spent some weeks there, 

and had been i^ain at home for a considerable time before 

Q^bev^. WJiikt abltont*hehad been greatfy asoioyaA^ Mm 

QatYilendey "aocompanied widi a sense of fohiess in. ihte 

aMdmen. He became rather better, and ihin^i -went jsair 

p^Hily^ quietly till about: a week, before I was eonsollNMli^ 

wl^B^. his w&piratictt became diffi^tlt^ and iatbetnigtitrta*) 

Wf)H.<a0 dbsyhe had frequent attaoka of deliquiimp^nimi^^i 

st<ea!t jQWtinwanoe* . The pulse. was dbfoitt 140, aBd'Veiyt 

iiCS^laiW He f ofened- prbicipaily to * p. • sense. ot^Mn^^ioti 

thcFiaUbMiien,! with 6ecafflomd:;paiB in, various pavtsr^o^ thiisr'^ 

cMifye . ;The tongne-wastbatxttttlerfoited, tbe>appeti)k^jiwi^ 

n^<^d0M;e^v.tkq'>akiae je^srstioBa >wer0<paliev-iaiid> tliiSiii|fiti4«> 

was scanty and high coloured. I laid him on his> teQlt4iiii 

en9^^ibBs2Lhi$mm^'.Bmtt eonldindialiBBtibf/taieet p^^ 



of our most eminent city physicians' should be tuiBooiiatcd 
with me in the treatment. We hdd a consultation on the 
2^ of October^ when it was ^ agreed that he should take 
two grains of pilula hydrargyria and an equal quantity of 
pilula scillaBy and si' lightly diuretic mixture thrice daily. 
When we met again on the 4th' of November^ he iis^ona^ 
ttftthat the medicine nauseated him^ dodd he thought rea-<^ 
deiBd his respiration more difficult. The pulse iwai) ^siill 
140«,nd somewhat irregular^ the urine .still deficient, and 
the afbddmen tumid. Taraxacum was now directed for him 
ia* the infusion of orange*-peel, to be taken with the pilb, and : 
he was supplied with an antispasmodic mixture oon^i£H;ii^< 
of oa&iiphor mixture and vitriolio sether, of whieh he took 
a dose when the djrspnoea was urgent. It was also agreed, 
to use the ointment of tartarized antimony. 

Prom this time till the 14th his 8jrmptoms*a little flue-: 
tUfttlsd* The ointment produced a full CiM>p of eruption. 
He< passed some nights with comforty but in^ the course of 
odiers be had frequent attacks of orthopnoea:- occasionally, 
in tltfe diayhe was cheerful and comfortable. The, bowels, 
were, open, Imt the urine was scanty. The night of the 1 6th 
wlup |>fectiliarly distiesSiTiig to him^ owing to the^ frequency) 
oif<ibe' paroxysms. The pulse continued to.be .1^> very 
stilid) Md itvegularp still he informed me that excepting 
tfaeoociasioiial sense of suffocation, (Jwhichy however, was « 
jamt painAd exception,) he felt well. He had . naturally la 
sdllied 'florid complexion, but sometimes, a slight lefiden 
hue was perceptib^ on< the lips«- The poslure ia which, he 
lay most comfortable was' supine. Ai thia time the quantity - 
of urine ' had < greatly due voMed. 

•^Tho night of the }6th \lnas enren mare distressing to him 
tha» the preceding, . the attacks of oxthopnoea, being tooif^, 
ftt9quent, and' he seemed rery weak, and dejeetod in thei< 
mmmiBig. The pulse was aimiMt imperceptible and extremely, 
rsqpid.' • • •» - i . •>■ /•.:••, 

- 'fite<w«s directed to ioodtinue Um* mediciiio aa before^ afitd 
to -take 'fiver garaind of 'piiftila •aponi&'Ctmi'^ii^ at bed j;in^> > 



a ttieiSt dMig)!itM night, not havin]^ a dingle al^lack ; < ther 
pulse r^i^ained the same, but he deficribed himself as being 
cemfortipible. He was desired to repeat the opiate * every 
nighty and to continue the mixture. 

dti the 20th diarrhoea came on, which was <5orrected by 
a ^retac^us mixture. His respiration for a week remamedl 
somewhat better, but< the difficulty then rietumed, and 
ifesisted' all' t)^ measures, both external and isitemal, em** 
pteyed. Purgatives, antispasmodics, opiates, and medieiM» 
of variotis kinds, as well as external irritaaitsy had been 
successively employed. Digitalis had also been 'given, but 
with timidity. 

By the 8th of December the paroxysms were perhaper 
somewhat lessened both in violence and frequency,* and yet' 
it is scarcely possible to conceive of a state much mere 
distressing ^han that of thk gentleman. The least excite* 
ment or emotion of mind produced a paroxysm, btit it 6ften 
occurred without any apparent excitation. An- be sat "com^ 
fottably before the fire, or as he walked gently acrefss tim 
room, the attack would commence, and for two or ^t^tee 
nnnutes he realized all the agony of a.suffooating man. 
He might truly be said to labotir for breath,- wrtlh his 
sh'6utders elevated^ and countenance deeply distressed.* 
The pulse during the paroxysm was little, if at all, alteted^ 

On this day a second physician, an* able> and 'eminent' 
pafth^logist, was called iii for consultation. We agt^eed that 
organist disease of the heart* existed, that it was the cisiuse of 
the pan^ky Sims, and that ' it was irremediable. It ' was also 
evident that there existed a state of congestion of the livery 
from the impediment to the transmission of blood througlr 
the heart. Still it was hoped that the suflPerings of 'the 
patient would admit of alleviation, but by whki means it 
was diffi<!^lt to sayy^as so many had been- tried Without^ 
success. The second physidilin''6bjeoted< to 'digitalis on 
account of the pause in the action of the heart ; he therefore- 
suggested !soini pilula seilt^- with' half 'd grain <of <oah>o(fel, 
and a saline draught 4hr^ ttmeir a^dii^'i Tbiii ptanyfabwev^)' 



kSMi^* n^dtre ^Hm^^^^^ dltket*^. It Wm {>^r(ieteredi 
m 'fi^r" same tiine^ ainl then othenr' means were .resprted 
to* His^legs bebame much swoUeni and air the other 
eQrmpjtoms; diough varying slightly in their severity, con* 
tinned to harass the patient. 

9n this way things went on till the 8tb of January^ when 
I resolved to try the infusion of digitalis. Although the 
existence of organic disease of the heart was unquestionable^ 
it seeiHed probable that effusioii had takeh place into the 
tiioras^ or pericardium, and increased the impediment. to the 
transmission of blood through the heart, and to the pul- 
9ion^ry circulation* He donlmenced with two drams of the 
infusion every six hours, taking four grains of extract of 
hemlock and one of opium every night, adding two grains 
of cdiomel every other night. From this time he became 
much more comfortable. Within a few days the hurried 
dnd tremulous lictipn of the heart ceased, and the pulset 
getterally only beat 60 i|i the minute, though very irregular 
both in force and frequency. On the 17th and 18th he was 
xouch ^orse, but after an aptive purge of calomel and scam^ 
dioir^, and the addition of half a dram of sulphuric aether 
to the draught, he was again relieved, aixd continued , to 
amend* By the 2Qth he voided urine copiously, his cpun- 
tenknce was much more cheerful, and his legs greatly, re- 
dnced: On the 26th his head became painful and giddy 
and his mind confused. Hi& dtomach, too, was very irritable, 
but the boweU were freely open. The affection of the head, 
evidently arose from the pulmonary affeption, and the n^u^ea 
was apparently occasioned by the cerebral disturbance. 
Bight leeches were applied to the temples, and a dram ot 
sulphate of magnesia given three times a day with infuaipn 
of T6ses. , 

^ On the 31st he was better, although very feeble, and , was^ 
now'grefittly emaciated* His respiraUoi;, hpwever, continuecf 
fiheie'^ aud it was remarkd,ble, th^t if from exertion it became . 
a Uttle^ difficult, he was immediately relieved by lying down. 
It 1^a:d^obi|J9i'viLbIe top now 7!^^ ifieUver was greatly ^ reduffity 
^d the alniothii^ panet^s were fl^^^ 
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medicihes; a light tonic .was substituted for, his draughts; 
At the qxpiratipn of a Week he could sit ap much betteiv 
could walk with greater celerity^ and desired >amiisea>ent> 
The pulse was 60, and irregular ; the respiration fireer^th* 
nights passed comfortably^— appetite good-^and countenance 
full of vivacity and gratitude. Qn the. 2nd of March. thf 
following memorandum is. recorded ; ^* Since the last report^. 
Mr. D. has continued very comfortable. . He iias not ex/i 
periei^ced one paroxysm of dyspnoea, his ni^fs pass^coav* 
fortably, and his appetite is good. On using, exercise <«^i^^ 
the i:oom he feels more firm, but cani^ot bear much ^xerti,^ 
because it j^till produces distress of breadiing* With this 
exception respiration is perfectly free. He. can Ue. (jbwa 
in any position, and his countenance is cheerful and ^ealt)iy^ 
The urinary secretion is copiouA. The pulse was v^rj., if^^ 
r^ular, an4 had a distinct intermission every third or fou^ 
beat, 'till within the last- week, since which the. ^ctipn, if/v^ 
been more regular and the intermission niaeh less., ^Qe^l^^^ 
pursued the. same plan, except taking his medicine wjqf ^vsi^. 
a day during the last fortni^bi. ,He is now to opiit the nig;!^^ 
pills, 'and a gentle aperienf is added to the tonic medicin^/' ^ 
Early in April the patient found his respimtion ^bec^jooiiig:. 
much . worse. His pulse again presented the. double aotioUir 
so that.it beat 130 or 140 in the minute« His nights tox][ 
were rather distressing from his being sei;sed at inV»3v^!la 
with a sen^e pf oppressiojot, which compelled him. to gei i^)» 
He made less wat^ than before, and complained, of a sep&e. 
of fulness of the abdomen, with slight uneasiness, at timet; 
in the right side. Und^r these circumstances Igudgeui '}t( 
proper to recur to the composing pill, the infu^on Qf .dig^r^ 
talis, and occasional purgatives. The good effect ..iv^afi^. 
decisive. His nights at onc^ became more^eafiyf Af^pd' 
few days his pulse s^nk to 64 with intermissions^ hi^ x^f:p;f^ 
tion wap free, and the abdomeu btb^ssj^e soft.. By. thj^.^^^ 
he was sowell.t^t all medicine w^a r<^liiigui^^^,i,e?{tcfpt^. 
ai^.oopasioiial.dose of calqmel ^ndw qathar^tip oxtmcf;,. . ,i|i |^f } 
middle of June he found, ^hisjcefp|rj|,tj^^ W<^%^ 
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difficult/ the bo^ipds confined, ibe mrule s^antjv aiid the 
pnbe as it had been before- under similar attacks; The shme 
means woib^ resorted to^-^ and ^^h similar hajppy) effi^ctft* 
.With slight interruptions in l^s way» the old gentlbinan 
has beeni enabled tO: aniuse himself a little iU' bosinesB^ aAd 
when thetottadLs come on, lie speedily obtains relief by 
recurring to the measures described* These is now gikmiiig 
feebleness from the advances of age, bait he is still capable 
of eo^oymenty and almost daily gets abroad. 

That this patient is the subject of valvular disease of the 
heart» and of thoracic^ (and perhaps of pencardiac) effusion, 
vill not, I think, be q^uestioned ; and it seems exrident that 
the impediment to the transmission of blood through the 
heart occasions congestion and enlargement of the liver^ and 
venous plethora of the other abdominal viscera. The first 
symptoms which were observed by the patient' Delated to 
these effiscts, and indicated derangement. in i^ organs of 
digestipn. The diJBSculty in the ti^nsmission / of < blood 
through the aorta appeared to be occasionally increased, tandl 
this increase was invariably connected with diefectivq 
mrdniuy secretion. This circumstance, and- the relief ob«< 
.tainedby the. action of ^tgitalis, pretty clearly showed .that 
the aggravated distress depended upon augmented :efSiision. 
Then it was interesting to observe the reduction that took 
place in the liver as soon as the relief of the chest admitted 
of greater freedom of circulation. The enlargement evidently 
was not '0*mng to morbid deposition, but, to congestion < of 
vessels; and this condition, occuriing iimder such circumn 
stances, conld not be limited to the liver, but must have 
extended more or less to all those viscera whose veins aie 
tributary' to the formatipn of the inferior cava. The de* 
rangement of the digestive organs ariiung from this gitate 
muat jQecessanly have reacted on the thoracic .organs^ 
affor^ling an instance of that complid^tion of disease, which* 
Yise perpetuaUy meet with in practaJse. .. >/ :.. 

vThe fpllowing instance .of contracted annulus-venosua' 
yrii^ farjbl>^ elucidate tbceffSwtts of cardiac disease oa»th0 
abdcsninal and other visc^em, ^ • : 
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Case 6. 

flepaiic ti^ection from disease of the heart. 

On the Mth' of November, 1826, I was requested. to visit 
Mrs. C-r — , fl person about forty-three years of age, and 
the mother of a large family. She had been indisposed for 
several years, but more especially si^ce her last miscarriage, 
threie years ago. For some months she had been under the 
care of a young physician in the city, but had derived no 
benefit from his prescriptions* 

The symptotns of which she had so long complained Were 
cough and difficulty of breathing. The respiration was so 
oppressed that when walking o^t she wjls able only to criawl 
alon^.at a very slow pace, in consequence of what she and 
het friends called ** the old asthmatical complaint." The 
breathing and cough weire always worst during ptegriancy. 
Her legs swelled, and she often was unable to lie down* 
This had been her condition for several years, tilj she 
thought she had caught cold some months ago, from whicb 
time the symptoms had been woi:se. I found hqr sitting 
up. The respiratiw was quick, and the.coUgh shoH and 
almojst' perpetual. The abdomen was tumid. The pulse 
about 80 and modei*ately soft, but she often felt a degree of 
fluttering at the heart. The tongue was clean, the coun* 
tenance distressed, and the legs were much swolten tad 
distinctly cedematous. She informed me that on moving 
about her respiration became much more hurried, that ishe 
wad frequently disturbed during the night with a 8en$e of 
sufib<;ation, from which she was compelled to rise up in 
bed; 'but that in the .'absence of the paroxysm she'wasabte 
to He on eitber side. The quantity, of urine was tatbedf 
deficient. She had occasionally felt pain in the region of 
the liver within the last five years, but it had i^t b^en 
violent. " She^considepred herself enlarging in the bellyy and. 
on examination there W9S a* sende of fluetuiition ; bUt this 
iei^^sation iirasextrexnely . indistinct owing to her being 
^^saftber kisty, ' ansl th«> stomac^h and bowels w^e lt)aded with 
wind. Her appetite was much impaired* t,. 
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As sBe appeared to be the subject of thoracic effusioop 
the plan of treatment consisted of the acetate of kali with 
infusion of digitalis^ and stnall doses of blue pill with 
tquills. The pulse being rather full on the 27th I 'took 
away about ten ounces of bloodi which did not exhibit any 
bufiy coat. Twice a week she took an active dose of 
calomel and scammony* 

After pushing the digitalis to the extent of half an ounce 
every six hours, the pulse became slightly intermittent ; and 
though the quantity of the urinary excretion was augmented^ 
and the abdomen less tumid, yet it was evident there was 
no essential improvement, and the strength was declining. 

On the 30th of November the digitalis which had before 
been reduced was wholly omitted, but she continued the 
other diuretics. During the week immediately preceding 
her death the head was a little affected; there was occa- 
sional wandering with slight convulsions, especially during 
sleep. The expectoration was a puriform mucus deeply 
coloured with blood. 

An eminent physician met me in consultation on the 
find of December. We coincided as to the nature and hope- 
lessness of the case, but thought it possible that some 
amelioration might be effected, intimating, however, that 
she was in constant peril of stidden death. 

As she lay in bed at this interview, we had an opportunity 
of examining the abdomen carefully, and we both thought 
that we could detect the presence of fluid ; but it will appear* 
by the poBt mortem examination, that no effusion had taken 
place into that cavity. The circumstance shows the liabtttty 
to be mistaken when the abdominal parietes are ftit and 
protuberant. We could distinctly trace enlargement of the 
liven 

The proceeding agreed upon was the continuance \>f tlito' 
acetate of kali with squills, and some blue pill: with henbane,' 
at bdd time. In the moniing of the second day firoortfais 
visit she expired, but not suddenly. It had been her rei|^utl^ 
to be examined after deaths and therefore on suggesting ite 
propriety, the husband itttm^diat^ complied. 



, On QuUiBig uirQ^h vie parietes of the chest and abdomen 
WQ founa ttiem remarkably fat ^ the cellular substance was, 
ajk leiptsi, an inph aQd Wdf thicki When the abdomen was 
openea theire appeared no^ fluid. Both the large and small 
iiitestin<^ yrp^p inflated, and the latter were of a deep red 
colour; not» however, so much from discoloration of the 
j>eri^ODea^ c^ as froii^ the reddened state of the subjacent 
coats which were seen through it. When the intestines 
w^re Ojpeped the mucous coat appeared of a deeply red 
cplourfro^ cojoge^tion. The vessels were so tiurgid, that 
on moviifg the hwdle of the scalpjel over the membrane 
it became |)e9mea|red with mucus deeply tinged with blood. 
]!j^ha liver ^as enlarged, and evidently diseased throughout. 
li w.^ rather harder than usual, and very irregular on its 
siufape, so that its external appearance gave the idea of 
tubieroles^ but on cutting into it the. structure was found to 
b^ hpipogeneQUS. On the convex surface there wa^,. indeed, 
one minute tubercle of a cartilaginous texture, probably the 
refi(idu^<^, of an hydatid.., The gall-bladder contained yellow 
bile. ... 

^ Th^ stomach was greatly inflated,, and its mucous coat 
ppaented the si^e app^ai:ance a^ that ot the small intestines. 
The kidneys were rather larg^, but their structure did not 
appevwhealtlfy.^ . ; i 

The ^ubatijixce of the uterus was nearly of a cartilaginpua 
hardness^ and the mucous lining was as red a^ if the c^at^-r 
wifim% wer^.flowii^ though I believe she had not men-, 
strutted for some months. 

. 0x1 ffpeuif^g, the thorax it was found that oonsiders^le . 
a^e&ion,existed t)etween the pleuro. The luii^s themsely^^ 
appeared perfectly healthy. In the right cavity of ^e 
cjflfsi thexe were ahout .^x o^qes of fluid^ and aboiit. three 
in the Ififi" The cpstal pleura wa^ of a red colour. . 

^The^pepis^qrdiipici Pj^t^ only, al^out' half ai^ oup9e ,o^ 
8^pj]i^..«but t^^^ hjd^p.. yf9s la^e owing to dilatation of the. 
fi^t^Wfiiiea ^nd of the left auricle. It therefore became 
evident that ther£ mttat.be aQ impediment to the transmission 
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of blood through the left annuliis venosus. After removing 
the heart, and slitting open its cavities, I found this aper- 
ture contracted to a mere fissure into which 1 could not 
introduce the end of my finger without the ^hazard of 
lacerating some of the fibres. The fissure was bordered by 
some fine beard-like excrescencJes. There was no obstruc- 
tion in any other opening. The left auricle though con- 
siderably enlarged, was not so large as the' right — which 
cavity, and its corresponding ventricle, were very capacious. 
The membrane lining both auricles was extreniely opaque. 
The left auricula was wholly occupied by so firm a con- 
cretion, taking on so completely the irregular shape of the 
cavity, that I think it must have formed before death J ,as 
the action of the heart for the last day or two had bfeei^ 
very feeble, and the, blood, of course, was retarded in 'th^ 
auricle. 

The origin of the pulmonary artery exhibited strong 
Inarks of inflammation. Its colour was dieeply red except 
in the numerous points where lymph had been deposited 
between the coats, and on examining the lungs attentively 
I found that arteritis was clearly discoverable throughout 
the ramifications of ^he vessel. 

The mucous membrane lining l!he trachea and bronchia 
wa& 6f a deep red colour' and thickened; arid' on passing 
over it the handle of the scalpel blood coufd be pressfed put 
xvith great facility. In soiXie places there were appearances 
of superficiar abrasion. She spat blood occasionally vnthin 
the few days immediately preceding lieir death, and this 
state of the membrane accounted fbr it. 

The head had been entirely'free from affection till about 
the* commjehcfement of the last week; whien the j^atien't 
became at times rather incoherent, and was herself conscious 
of confusioti though the head was not painfuL I did no^ 
consider it necessary to examine this part, as it evidfentljf' 
Was only th^ seat of congestion and perhaps of slight'eftu- 
fiion, from the interruption to the return of blood. 

With these facts before us the rationale of the symptoms 
f)ecomes easy. That the disease commenced in the left 
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auricle of the heart cannot :be doubted. Chronic inflamma** 
tion proibably lirose in the lining of this cavity^: and by 
degrees, under the inflaaunatory ptxH^ess, the annulus became 
contracted. When, the contraction, had become so con- 
siderable aa materially to impede tbei transmission of blood 
the pulmonary veins would be hindered in discharging them- 
selves. The same cause, of course, that kept the veins in a 
state of distension would keep up a d^ree of constant pressure 
on the parities of the left auricle, so that this cavity became 
dilated. This dilatation, however, is not a mere extension of 
the parietes, for if it were they would be attenuated, whereaii 
they are thickened. 

The left auricle then, and pulmonary veins, remaining 
overloaded with blood, there would exist a corresponding 
obstruction to the transmission of blood from the right 
ventricle to the polmonary artery. This vessel, therefore, 
and its ramifications, would uniformly be loaded with blood, 
ahd the protracted distension and irritajbion.to which the 
parietes were exposed probably induced those morbid 
actiqns in the vasa yasorum by which the depositions and 
other morbid a^pipearances in this vessel were occasioned. 
The Qoats of the veins were perfectly healthy. Why th^re 
should) be'less tendaacy in them t6 become.diseased.thaniin 
the arteries may be an intricate question^ bvit it is true that . 
they are mudi less frequently the cfeat of morbid a^araoces. 
It is partially ^plained, in most of the veins, by the vsdyular 
structure* I may also observe that thfe pulmonary artery is. 
not so often the seat* of disease as the aprta. The tissu^, 
of the liings was natural. 

Having traced the effects of the contracted annulus 
through .the pulmonary system we can easily explajin the 
more remote effects. The pulmonary vessels tbemselves,; 
loaded as we have described them, would resist the escape 
of blood from the right ventricle — ^this resistance being 
extended to the auricle and to the vensa cavse. The cavities 
must of necessity dilate, and a state of plethora would be 
observed in the veins communicating more directly with 
the cav®. It has been mentioned that the whole mucous 
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membfane of the alimentary canal was in a state of 
congestion, and even the mucotis lining of the utems; why 
the peritonenm did not exhibit the same appearance it might 
be difficult to explain. The pleura was reddened from 
congestion, and had at some period been the seat of adhesive 
inflammation ; but the serous membranes appear to be less 
susceptible of the congestive state than the mucous. 

Though the liver was of unnatural bulk, and somewhat 
harder than usual, it did not exhibit any essential disorgani- 
zation, and therefore we are led to view the deviations in 
that organ as the result of the same series of causes imjpeding 
the current of blood through the venae hepaticae. 

If we look to the superior cava the same effects are dis- 
coverable in the state of the mucous membrane of thfe trachea 
and bronchia in that of the pleura, and in the serous 
effusion; the symptoms too, more immediately preceding 
death, unequivocally indicated some affection of the mem- 
branes of the brain. The inflated state of the bowels, and 
the inconvenience she had experienced from the distended 
state of the abdomen, leading to the supposition of dropsy, 
aie clearly attributable to the state of the mucous membrane 
and liver. . 

The heart has considerable influence on the state of the 
digestive organs, and on t)iat of the general system, irre^ 
iqpective of mechanical obstruction, and it is of great 

importance to carry with us the recollection of this fact. 
Under inordinate bodily exertions, and the irritative action 
consequent upon rheumatic inflammation, when there is a 
tendency to dilatation and hypertrophy, considerable derange- 
ments of the digestive functions will often ensue. 

In the following case the relief obtained from bleeding 
leads us to suppose that the disturbed action of the heart, 
^d the consequent dyspepsia, arose chiefly from plethora; 
or, at least, that those affections were perpetuated by an over^* 
fulness of the heart and vessels, after the remote causes had 
been withdrawn. 
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Case 6. 

Dyspepsia from pkthora. 

A gentleman, about forty years of age, had been exposed 
to considerable exertion in walking, (often during very hot 
weather,) and also to anxiety of mind. His digestive organs 
became at times rather deranged. About the year 1820 he 
was sewed with great irregularity and intermission in the 
action of the heart, distressing him, at times, for a twelve- 
month. It then ceased, being apparently removed by atten- 
tiwi to the digestive organs, but he continued to feel a degree 
of obtuse pain in the region of the heart, accompanied with 
a sense of fulness and some degree of tenderness in the pec* 
toral muscle. In the year 1823 he rode on horseback, but 
with little diminution oif the pain, and whenever the pain was 
most severe, or the fulness most distressing, the stomach and 
bowels were deranged. There was constipation, flatulence, 
and prurigo podicis. The pulse generally was above 80. 
Sometimes the uneasiness in the right side of the heart was 
combined with such oppression of breathing and pain in the 
arm, that an attack of dyspeptic angina pectoris was appre- 
hended. The relief obtained by alterative doses of calomel 
was but transient, and as the sense of fulness continued, 
sixteen ounces of blood were withdrawn. The symptoms had 
not indicated inflammation^ nor did the blood exhibit the 
usual character of this state. The serum twas . very tuirbid, 
like milk and water. Qrealt relief was obtained by this 
bleeding. The respiration became more free, the digestive 
powers were improved, and the bowels acted better than for 
several years. Now, when eighteen months have ela'psed, the 
gentleman remains comfortable, though not without tn 
occasional slight indication of the heart's being somewhat 
ei^arged. ' 

The eflects of dentition on the liver are so comiiion to the 
practitioner, that I shall only advert to it for the sfeike'of the 
student. These effects are often so well marked that they 



103 

strikingly illustrate the influence of irritation on distant parts. 
The following case affords a good example of this form of 
disease. 

» 

Case 7. 

Suspended hepatic action from dentition. 

On the 28th of March^.l818| the infaut son of the Rev. 
-i set. twelve months, was placed under my care. The 



mother informed me that the child had been indisposed in 
the country, for a month. The chief feature of the indi&posi* 
tion was '' a stoppage of water," of which scarcely any waa 
voided in twenty-four hours. I learnt, too, that the alvitie 
excretions were nearly white, so that there Was not only 
suppression of urine but also great deficiency of biliary 
secretion. The child had cut but few teeth and the gams 
appeared veiy turgid. I learnt also that till a short time 
before my visit the infant had been greatly overfed. 
, The gums were divided.- 

Habeat piluhz hydrargyri gran^ dua aliema 
fiuaque node, et grana dua nitratis potassn^ ter in die. 

On the 3Qth I found the little patient better. There was 
an improvement in the appearance of the dejections, and an 
increase in the quantity of urine, . By the 6th of April the 
infant was Reported to be well. 

From the facility with which the secretions were re-estaln 
lisjied in this cato, no doubt could be entertained that the 
suspended actions originated from dentition* It is true that 
tjie teeth expected did not pass through the gums iaimedi-* 
ately,.but the tension was relieved, and in due time they "were 
cut without further inconvenience. 

The following case is rather more complicated, as a mecha- 
nical impediment to the transmission of bile existed in addi- 
tion to the remote inritation. 
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■ Case ,8, . , 

• Suspended.k^pafic acHon from dentition, and comfressUm of 

the duct. 

• * • 

Oq the 6th of July, 1 820| I was desiced to visit the infant 
of Mn L-r.. niae months old. It had been taken to a phy- 
^c^sm t)yice but without, advantage., The child wa^ affected 
Wfth violent diarrhoea^ and the stopls were perfectly white 
and extremely offensive. . It had become greatly einaciated 
and. the remaining flesh wa^ flabby. The appetite was much 
impaired. /The child had recently been weaned, bi^t the 
y^^ispo^tion preceded this change in its mode of subsistence^ 
and }apt3.tion was terminated J>ecause the mother thought 
that her milk disagreed with it, ,Th^ pulse was quick and 
h^rd, .the ^CjOui^tenapce was distres3ed, s^ the temper very 

CjTOSS. 

Though the gums did not look remarkably prominent I 
^ivid^,the integiunents above the l9wer incisors/ and pre- 
scribed three grains of hydirargyruSjCum creta eyery other 
night, with a|, very gentle aperient, recomnxendin^ also 
removal to a friend's house near town. 

Qix the. 8th I ^ourid my little patient .rather better, and on 
t,he,^Otjti m^ch improved. The dejections were less offensive 
1^0]^^ still ^hit.Q. There was less irritalpijity of temper, and 
ihe child fed and slept better. The diet was confined to milk 
2fad^ f^inaceous. articIe^s. Tl^is amendment continued to be 
pcQgressive, and on the 14th the mother reported to me that 
the dejections occasionally presented a deeper colour. The 
little invalid, now was cheerful and happy, and was brought 
home> but as the mother had observed that if she omitted 
either the i)aizture or the powders the child was not so well, 
they were continued though at longer intervals. By the 
19th the infant appeared so \yell that I discontinued my 
yisits,, intimating, however, to the parents that I should feel 
no. security of established health until the secretjpn of bile 
was restored* 



U^ h94 b^OL a^lnd^e^: mtb^etooisim/fomltoig' d£ mmt 

nMHit^ His b0wel» nmw^open foiit the stools "were pale bb 

?b«fopeir H%jh«d«i(ywttnife<«e't0Qth,IiM:tii^ 

viKKioy ii(. any otber painl. . A gr^tfi) of the Ky^mrgjrrtts faun 

,^ta WfUi direoted to be ^y«a. ev^ six liouniiirifchvMihe 

;^i|)lxtiir«. Oa jthe fallowing disy the roniitiiig: w^ imtch hm 

urgent, and the otber symptoms were gready allayedi- 'By 

: the 4th of A^^ust the vesnitiog hadoeased. . Iikihe mimiing 

'Pf the B&^ hojvfever, the ofailil appeared in greut piaii> and 

rafterv^ards passed an offensive dejection of divers coloars, 

>^t on' the whole: was much better. « The nuxtsure and pow^ 

jdietB were now directed to be taken only once or twice daSy. 

On the 10th there was considerable w^kknessi but wtCh this 

exception all was doing well«— 'the stools were not so pale, 

nor was there equal fretfulness. 

A grain and half of the hydrargyrus cum creta was now 
4a bo talcien every other night, and a lightly tonic mixtare, 
«^th iioda, every six hours. 

r t Q^ tbie 18th I learnt that the medicinee^ had been taken 
2]{9gpal9Jrly.; that th^ child ate bread and milk three iimea 
.^ dl^y "vfith a good appetitoi and seemed weUi the hepatic 
Mftr^tion being more considerable. 

I was requested to see the child again on the* I4di cf 
September. For three weeks he had been affeetedt with 
Atfiif bcBi^ and occasional sickness, and no remedy lihdibeen 
eviployed. The appetite, too, had failed,^ and a state t>f 
iiiajca«mus had resulted. There was not mubh bile poured 
into, the intestines. The infant slept but littl&«*^tfae bdly 
waa tnmid«-the pulse was rather quick, and the cheeks 
occasionally flushed* One tooth had been cut since my last 
attendance. The measures prescribed weie of no avail«; the 
^^austion progressively increased, and on the 16fli ttani* 
ttp^t^ in 4eah. . . i , , 

J * Tbo^body . wM examined on the f oUowing day. 
i : ;l!h^ ^as ecdzeme einaoiatidn. On opening Ae* abdommi 
tia«iiiridoeilBi;ap]MQe<ed healthy with the etxoqitioa of. the liver, 
iihb cMv6$iaoT&ce of tU» :QC^in waa striated, and the' edge 



706 

le cfenca^e'8nrfaoe>¥Ftttf UMiff aippttroiitlyiVtnn'eill^M- 
of bl0odi Therehftd evideaily Jkeenti^ 4tfecrt in Ihe 
wcreticAi of'bile^ for the galKUftdder i«w diiftt^nd^; but 
fiiim»^[ adftugcd ghuiitf turrouaddl tto d*i^0 tOBStaiilrii 
ud ^firfsiiolMl : Ae oanal. Ther6 w^ a ^rMP dtfietentfy 
.ofblodd gatterftHy^ ^o that^ mtb the eKce^tioti of 4]ie liver, 
4hi iioDera^ baA tharacio' and didemunal, wem reaw ut ai M y 
^rifllidj/T'V »,'*'» V' • ./. • ■'■ . " .iv» »'i • .»i /■ ii- 

vdfiwipeBded ao^A itomttimeA arises^ fpcm an imtaible 
>oui<}filicm io£ tike nerroQS eyfttetii^ induced by- denlatio&i and ^ 
.faeorean opiate, though not generally favorable to hepatic 
eeoietion, wtU oftai act aa a speeifit. Of the goodeflfeds 
ifnthkh roralt from allaying irritability^ title foUowing caae 
affi)idB a good example. 
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Casb 9. 
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OnilietSth of September, 1882, I was requeiyled fo see 
tlie infant of Mr. A — -, about a year old.' ForilcJteMl 
ndiilhs 4lie iehild^a bowels had been in a veiy irr^ktr^Matei 
ffun^tonea confined and at others relaxed, and 1Jhe^db}€idlid8ia 
wop^ either green and slimy, or white and curdy. * The iAAd-, 
too, had been much teased with porrigo- larvalk. It bad 
iremained iit the breast of a healthy mother tiU it was dcPren 
iaontkaV>ld; when four incisor teeth had been cut. 

• 'At'ihb time of my visit the gums wei^ rather eiEpfttidiad, 
and tiie infant appeared to suffer considerable pain in^tAie 
abdomen which was tumid, and* the alvine e3roretion#^ere' 
clay^^oloured and fetid. The countenance was pallid, the 
eyes were rather sunk, the body was considerably wasted, 
the skin was hot, and the respiration hurried. 

' The -gums were scarified-. A blister was applied' to 4be 
seBobicuhis eordis, testaceous medicines, with two or 'lhfc«a 
grains of the hydrargyrus cum creta, to be« taken daily or 
every other day, were prescribed^ Oeoasionfldty a«' little 
pnlfvis' ^ypiaitos was* conjoined with the meltefliry^ and \^th 
veiy sUghi variation' Ihe plan was continued tiK <the begimiing 
of October,* The utmost attention was^ directed to diet, 
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alth^iigh. i^Utiiig 9io»t of 1j|ie time.' the c^^ild refunod. eYe^y 
lOi^d ^f»alMM»nt expept milk a Uttle tkicl^^^ y^ith flou^. . . 

Up tQ this pericK^ the child ; progiesBivply Buplu, . Its cfv^ 
wew vftry di^tr^siags t|ie. bowels were g?ea% rcjlfgced^.jthcf 
etoi^ watery ^^d; fetid) aod of a pa}€^ grfien colow^ Tber^ 
ftfipettred iw)w but little prospect, of anre^tipag the, ftogtea^ 
to afetal'teiwnal^oii^ and tbei^^fore I dfltei;iAiii|e4'toi try t^ 
effect of opium, which was prescribed in the following fonn* 

m 

.Mil: ,• ft Cretapr^Bp. . , 

. Pulv. AcacicB aa 3j. , . 

,. , , — . Opiati gr. v, M. et divide iii 

:» ) chejr.t vj« Suqiat i« quarta quaque hpra. 

• > J » • * 

On the following day there was considerable coma from 
the opiate, and therefore the interval was lengthened to six 
hours. The infant's sufferings were greatly diminished, and 
at;t^ expiration, of, t|^o or three days, the stools)^ thpugh 
|eso«4piug jliqpd, fi^d copious,- became of a- pa^^ x^Ilow 
^QlQWr/Th^^iCQe ^x^diqne^. ffere continued xegularly for a 
$KHfttugli|t^ . w^ea the c^ild appe^r^d well,, i^rith the e^si^ptioift. 
9fi$.'litt)0(We»laie8S, which, country .^,i]Bflfioyjed« > . . , / 
. Ipiintito Q9P^ulsions not jiQfreq\iently ari^e fronix; that 
9ta^: of . icriitabiliiy which hasjust been ^Upded to, .Th€) 
effect of th^ l^cal invitation on the nervous system sometiinfis^ 
appidf^rs to be,difeci|^ b)it most com^vouly, \^i. biglb^'d^ee 
of i«a%bi4: suso^l^bility ^bich precedes.th^ ia^tacl^,; is conr 
^^V^at opi^^th^ depaJ^g^mpnt in the gastric orgims., ' 

'■ . . ■ . » 

'• ^ Cask 10.' • 

• • • . 

.. An infajort tep months old b^gan to be the subject of severe 
^taeksr.pf convulsions early in the year l^!24, and wi.thia 
the. first six ixionth^ the. attacks ,w^r6 both froq^^t and 
s^ere... The .bili wry ;8y stem; was tgre^ily deluged;, either, 
4^0k;9 |fia§'p^rty.«f tptpdiW^at of bite> or it^.^qjuaUty w^ 
uohwlthyi piud ,the stools we^Q extremely feti(^. AkiiQat 
Qvery forni^pf mediqi^e suit^e for. such eases was .tried;. 
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tbe guxne were divided, and leeebes applied tO' the temples. 
Aa eiomeni'physician once met me in eoi^Bultalaoiii but the 
measure be suggested, namely ^the vinumferri in the dos^ 
of half a dram tfiree times u day, with three grains, of hydn 
cum creta efvery othpr nigbt, was top exciting. The hsiiids 
became hot, the face flushed, and in a few days the child 
\ysLs attaxsked with a more violent fit than any of the former. 
The progress of teediing was very slbw, and such was the 
d^ee of irritation kept up, that sometimes for weeks 
together only a few moments of ^leep could be obtained 
^iUier day or .night. Extravagant as this statement may 
asppear it is quite faithful. The child was almost con- 
stantly in. the arms, for when laid down it began to shriek 
immediately. The countenance sometimes assumed an 
i^^o^ic: expipession ; the eyes looked heavy, the pupils were 
dilated, strabismus was often noticed, as well as. knitting of 
the i^yebrQws^ : Temporaty relief was usually afforded by the 
division of the gtima. Tbe hydrsdrgyrus cum creta had been 
repeatedly giv^en, but I had hem rather apprehonsive of 
opiates on account of the cetrebral afiection ; n^verthdess^'as 
the ii^ritahpility continued, a small dose of ihe piilvki opiaitus 
was givcA every night with the chalk and quicksiivOT. The 
irritability was greatly allayed, and after a few days it was 
reported that the child slept better at night and was more 
cli^erful during the day. An unnatural xCt^erness, too, 
which it had manifested fpt every thing it saw, espeeiaUy 
iatbe farin:<)f food, decrea^, though it still toi^L sufficient 
HDUrighmenll. 3y persevering in the same plan the s^r^ 
tion^ £rom the liver became healthy, the childincreased-in 
flesh, was more easily amused during the day, and slept 
tolerably well at night. The uitervals between the paroxysms 
became mpre dist^t ; indeed some weeks elapsed' without 
an attack, so that a powder was only given occasionally, and 
at the close of April it was intended, to place the iiifant at 
i;^unie in the country. Two days befote this <change was 
made, . {^ powder having *been onnited for two or ithree daiys> 
another paroxysm depressed the hopes of ^the anxious parents* 
^owever, as the; nuifsc) was eng^edthe ^M Mras^tcdd^ti 
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at the appointed tiinei and the parents wished that the 
effect of country air done should be tried. On the following 
Friday, a few days after the removal^ convulsions again 
came on, and the attack continued for three hours. The 
nkedical gentleman as well as using the warm bath, indis- 
creetly ordered the nurse to carry the child about the garden, 
though a cold easterly wind was blowing at the time. It 
took cold, and on Sunday morning symptoms of pulmonary 
inSammation came on. Leeches were applied to the temples 
during the fit on Friday, but none to the chest when pneu- 
monia supervened. The symptoms progressively increased, 
and on Wednesday morning it was brought to town vrith 
urgent dyspnoea, perpetual cough, hot skin, distressed coun- 
tttiance, and contractions of the hands and feet. Leeches 
were applied to the chest, and other remedies resorted to, 
but oh the following day the child died. 

'Though it was evident that death occurred from the acute 
dise^^e, and that this would render the evidence of previous 
disease equivocal, yet I felt desirous of examining the body, 
and the friends readily consented. 

The vessels of the pia mater covering the posterior part of 
the brain were very turgid, and the bloody points on cutting 
into the substance of the right hemisphere were exceedingly 
numerous. There also was some plethora of vessels traversing 
the membrane lining the ventricles. At the basis of the 
bhtin a little serous fluid had collected. 

The cause of death, however, was seated in the chest. 
The pleura had been exceedingly iniamed, and on the left 
std<fc| and also pn the anterior mediastinum a very large 
quantity of lymph had been deposited. Serous fluid h&Ml 
also been effused into the left cavity. The mesenteric glands 
were somewhat enlarged, and the liver was in a state of 
slight congestion. 

The lesions in' the chest were undoubtedly the result of 
the last attack,' and the fulness of' the cerebral vessels was, 
qf course,' increased by the difficulty of respiration. Yet 
it may be inferred that there had previously existed a turgid 
state of the cerebral vessels occasioned and kept up by the 
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irritation of the gumd, and the dersingement of the digestive 
organs^ and on its part reacting and tending to increase and 
perpetuate both these causes. Although the advantage we 
may sometimes derive from an opiate, where 9iorbid irritc^-*. 
bility i^ the cause of convulsionsy paay be very great, it :is a. 
remedy of which we catxnot be too circumspect; -for. an. 
extremely minute quantity will occasionally induce irre- 
mediable, coma from cerebral congestion. 

Tile influence of pain in the teeth .and gums is not limits 
to childhood, but is often manifested even in adult. ag^.,. I 
have lately been consulted by a lady who complains of 
extreme acidity of the stomach-^frequent pain in tli^t orgap,^ 
especially after eating, and a constant sensation of something, 
resting in the throat. These symptoms are accompani^ 
with considerable drowsiness. She reminded me that a few. 
yeairs beforie she had been a sufferer under precisely .sip^il^x. 
affections, and the attack had been preceded by tpptib^rfdi, 
and was accompanied by frequent paroxysms of that excru- 
ciatiilg pain. Various measures were then tried but without 
suecess till the extraction of the painful tooth, whent^i^, 
dyspeptic symptoms immediately ceased^ Now, llip^h 
unwiiKng to lose her tooth, she traced the gastric disorder 
to the same caus^ having been greatly teased with toothaoh, 
b^ore the symptoms commenced, and still suffering under 
frequent attacks. This opinion was strengthened by thei 
circumstance that she had adopted the usual means of 
affording relief , without being benefitted. 

Biliary calculi. 

a 

The organs concerned in digestion exert considerable, 
influence upon each other, the stomach or duodenum on the 
liver, the liver on the stomach and intestines, etc. This is 
strikingly manifest when calculi are passing through the 
biliary ducts, and often even whilst lying in the gall-^bladdar, 
though their effects are not then so strongly mar^Ledt So. 
powerful is the sympathetic effect on the stomach that these 
cases are frequently mistaken for idiopathic spasm of that 
viscus. This happened in the following case : 
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On the 23rd of September, 1812, L was desired to vietita 
yoimg lady ^ho for a fe^ 4e.yi^ had been under the oaie of a 
medical gentleman reeking near. She com^laioed of-exortL'*' 
dating pain in the lower part of the right hypochondrinm, 
nearly in the region of the right kidney, extending acroes' 
the abdomen and up to the shoulder. The Abdomen W9M 
tender, and the pulse emaH and frequent. < The bowela bad 
been freely opened by purgative medioine. The violenee of 
the pain, and the symptoms indicating inflammation, I- 
prescribed bleeding; and as the patient was strong and of 
a full habit eighteen ounces were withdrawn. A Ukter 
was afterwards applied, and nitrate of potash with traga* 
canth administered. By these means I found her 'mucli' 
better oq the following jday, and as I then resided a few. 
miles from town she was left under the care' of the medical 
gentleman first called in. >> •- 

On the 16th of October she placed herself exclusivdy' 
under my attentioti, and informed me 4ihat since my hMt 
interview - with hei* she had been the subject of freqi|ent> 
aboessions of acute pain. 'She mentioned tliat the ge&liembn 
who attended her in town oontsidered the attacks as a spas* 
modic affection Of the stomach. At this time she- h&d- 
viotent diarrhoea, but wafi free from pain. • - The 'OretaeeMS 
mixture with catechu removed the disorder of the bowds. • 

In a few days I was requested to see her under one of the 
paroxysms. The pain commenced suddenly in the back 
part of the right hypochondrium, shooting through to the 
serobiculuB cordis, and extending to ibhe scapula; but though 
constant, it varied in degree. There was no tinge of yellow- 
ness on the skin. 1 had no doubt that she was passing e' 
concretion either through the hepatic or common duct, and 
infNTed that the pain in the posterik)r part of the liver iwiaa 
thei result of irritation, or of obstruction to the exit of .bile; < 
The attendants were desired to examine the stools, and oa 
the second day two small and hard concretions were disn 
covered. She continued to undergo these paroxysms. lat 
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tincertain intervals^-the onset and termination being sud- 
den. The bowels usually ' becdine distended prior to the 
attack' of pain, accfompanied with' a sense of pulsation in 
the region of thestomadh. Then the darting pairi came 'on 
#ith spasmodic contraction of the muscles* The pulse «t 
the commencement of the attack was not above 100^, tut 
after some time it rose to 120. The abdomen remained tense 
during the paroxysm, and the stools were clay-coloured. 
'- On the ^th of October the attack was more- violent than' 
udual; and lasted for several hours. -A draught containing 
sixty drops of tincture of opium was taken, and fomentations 
were employed. The paroxysm whidh had commenced 
siiddehly^rminated with equal abruptness. On the '30th 
6he had three evacuations, and in one of them a concretion, 
the size of a lar^e pea was discovered. During the intervals 
of'pain it was evident that the functions of the liver were 
unhfealtiiy, keeping up considerable aifFeetion^of the con**' 
stitutibn; Thinking that the- liver needed irather 'powerfof 
excitation, I directed for her four grains of hydrargyri 
submurias every alternate or third night, aijd a light bitter 
with a gentle aperient in the day. She ^oon^ becamef ceb^* 
valescent, and by the 20th of November wai^ quite well;' 
She was then recommended to take five grains of the blue' 
^ill*oc<jasionally, and never had a recurrence of the pain. 
The tendency to the formation of concretions appeared to 
be tM^erseded by the means employed. 
* 'AWtough the stomach is often the seat of idiopathic pain* 
and '^asm, it is equally true- that gastrodynia arid i^p^sm 
often prbcied from sympathy. / The sympathizing organ' 
may be the most prominently afftitted, and this circum-' 
stance tends to divert attention from the part first diseased. 
Having alrea,dy adverted to the various sources of irritation,^ 
I shall only subjoin one additional instance in reforence'to 
the liver. In this case I believe that no concretibri wa« di^- 
covered; indfeed, so far as fell under my observation', the 
examination of the feces was not made with suffident tfccu- 
racy t6 warrant the expectation of discovering a small 
calculus. 
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My dboiit tliirty^x y€Ar»«f «f$, 5Jt».lmii»cwtlyx ii,iili> 
Iheiieighboiirhood of LoodoBhr Skm hmi htm »liitln>^ nithi 
fiolenit pain at the pit of the stoiMohy >M0Mipttiued..ii9l^ 
weMshre retchingi and .foUowed by a tii^ 4>C yiiMunimei 
She informed me that for ten yeawehe had hecti .thctwl|>1t 
of theie attadcsy wUeh had baea con»derai hy- hoc JMdieal^ 
attendanle as epaamodie affecticMM of the ^teiaactu. In repine; 
la iaqumee, ehe expveesed benelf ignonoout pf ita hait^Pff^ 
been aaspected that she peeeed gallHitoneB. 
, The patient and her hufiband were 90 etreogiy..pM|Q*r 
citpied by erroneous notions, that the adopticm of raieaawin 
•enwwbat opposed to principles fonaerly in<nIesjU4 ,nwt 
with great opposition. Thi8> attack proved nild^ apd.efl^ 
liia 2nd of April the patient expressed a wish to diacjonitinna 
wrisemey though her digestive powecs were nnch unpaisad 
Hnd the tongiie very whiter . >• 

>. Early in the morning of Seturday^ April 6th^ I ^mm 
ligantly ie<|aei|ted to visit her agaiay and was iaformed Umk 
bafving remained very comfortable till the preoeding eTenMi^ 
sha was eodd^ily seized with iqpasms. S)m passed the aighit 
in the utmoet agony of pain, and in great distress ftwu. 
vomiting* Some opening medicine, was exhibitedy; but il)ia* 
retained nothing except pills* . On close ^T'!"^'"ftti(g|| h 
fimnd that the pain was seat^ at the edge of thqtfpighfc 
Jqrpocbondrium» corresponding witb the situaitian o£ ib$,g^4K 
dwts. She threw up very little by. vomiMi^ besidbbstbe. 
liquids drank. She requested effervescing medicin^^ aa jbtr 
ssid it had relieyed the sickness on former oecaaiaiMi miwce 
ikma anything else. Thougb persuaded that the affectm 
of theatomacb was purely sympathetic, there wm UR caaaom 
to deny this request, but on trial it was p^ectid M.otlie9&. 
ftttida had been. She conlimyd thion|(b the di^ in'OEioiiily; 
tile same state. She passed a. slight eAraqniatimi from^tlMK 
bowels which was too solid* and also di^fiaifint in fffiaiy^ 
CtarJSiittiay monungji^e was very y^iiqiw* Ths^fNWjfai^Aa 



filieiiUM fH^miimf UKragh not ^nite 80 violent as d«rii( 
ihi^ night. There was ^ exquisite tenderness through the 
itpigiti^a» img»nf.^mfbck^ ibe right sad& in the 

sitnelioft of tke<galMlii«ts» .i^id no doubt could lensoneb^r 
Jhe enteriamed tiMi she was passii^ gall-stonea. The pain 
bsdr-aoir c9oitinaed lengt vid the tenderness being very 
^enndemUe^ the afastmctioQ of blood and the adminietiatiw 
of «|mBi. inline doses were advised. To both these plans 
ok^eirtseBEa wem c^ered, *^ because the fonner medical gentle* 
j^bsn had coBsidesed . the lady hi^y nerrous, and bad re* 
gptdad tbe disease as spasmodic, and had always found 
<»pium disagree with her." However, tiie course to be pur* 
Aoed n^ lEiow clear, and there was no alt^native but the 
adi^itioa of siu^ measures as seemed to me likdy to beneftt 
Ae^patient, or discontinuing my attendance. After scubb^ 
jdiscufision the measures were acceded to, though my oon^^ 
Mance was Mgarded as an i^j^proach to rashness, and . wsis 
vMwed^ with trepidation, I withdrew abont twelye ounees 
of blood. A grain of opium was directed to be- taken every 
^tsre^or thnee hours,, and the warm. bath to be used. if the 
fBi4. did not speedily subside. On calling & few boom 
.afilspwanb I found that she was considerably better. Th^ 
blefdiag bad lessened the tenderness.* The serum of thii^ 
blood 'Was very yellow, but the skin was not so de^ly 
tanged' as it bad previously been. There was -some un* 
oertainty whether a concretion had passed, but she was 
ad^vised to j»ke some opening medicine, and the attendants 
.were requested to save the evacuations for my inspection. 
A blister was applied with a view to remove any remaining 
ivfitation. 

.: On Monday morning she informed me that after ^njoyii^ 
sleep in- the* night she had suffered a slight return oS pSAH 
in* ttee morning, accompanied with much sickness* and tho 
pkifk' wyis now more intensely yeUow than befcHre^ The 
o ip eaing m»<BcMie n^ having acted an enedia was admi*' 
jMlessd, and the opening pUlr repeftted. At the ttsss of 
mfy nstt the 4noi» aecite symptoms had subsided. 
Ia^4lie evening an emittent physician met me ia consuUaAioa. 

I 



(ISsei^/kiM'Us6'itt 'ihetJtaimetit/nltonttlf^ thst it OimlA 
consiist of opfittin and the* ^wurm bath 'during tIie<Tioleiice<0f 
piiri/^th f)Titgatives dutihg' the intettals, • '' "- 
' 't'or'aboot three 'days i^e continued to'BuflW pain aH; ioh 
tcfrvals^ ' but it \iti's always tokened ify V^piat^y and amoili^ 
th^s^ Bat%V si^dative «c«ed best. 'Hie b<mds Wfire kept 
^nHy opien, the* sickness abated/ and the yellowneos of 
th^ ^in gradually 'deereaisi^dj sb that by the 14th it was 
scarcely perceptible. Her general health was much' im- 
prBvM'. During the first day or two after the importahce 
of preserving the excretions for inspection had been ui^ged} 
Hhe request was complied with^ but aftefwafds' it was pel* 
versely* neglected. The husband informed ' nie that on one 
bccasidn he observed small pieces of substance •of a square 
f6rmi and in consistence resembling soapy ^hioh, thoii^ 
Very characteristic of some of these concretions, he did 
kot regard under an idea that •calcare<nis substances weft 
to 1)6 looked for. 

^ ' The blue pill, in tlie dose of fire grains every 6ther n%ht; 
some' bitter infasion twice a day, and an occamonal aperient 
were now recommended, In conjunction with bodily exeroisew 
These plans were followed for a Very short time, for the paw 
having been relieved and comparative bea)& regained, the 
patient had little disposition to persevere in the use of means 
likely to prevent a recurrence. At no very distant period 
the attacks did recur, but as my attendance on the family 
ceased at the close of the previous indisposition, I am ua<- 
acquainted with their nature. 

We have no means of ascertaining when the concretions 
already formed are wholly removed from the liver or gall- 
"bladder, and therefore should be very c&uti'dus in pronusttg 
exemption from subsequent paroxysms; but much- mny be 
effected iil counteracting the tendency to th^ fbrmatioo^ 
by a persevering coili^se of gently eliciting medicine, mo^rate 
diet, and active exertion. Their Itdaptation to the prdviou^ 
habits and constitu^oti of the patient must, of cburse, ^te 
duty regarded. * 
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AiiwHh»mStiikxii9i ni, one ^o{. (Hbe mcer» : cat|cm!S^ in 
digbstnon iiii^otfaer84 1 ^If viewed mtively m to the .pmrosysnui 
of pain when a cootorelion .k' tntvommg tbo diict8y.tb(^ may 
B0t kayo a direct bauring on the point in qv/estion^ ]^ui 
whenw^ eonsideribilieiry ccmcretiowy e^en whiUt lyi% in 
the gall«4;rladder/ae well as when somewhat silently passing 
the^deiieate canals, as a cause of sympathetic disturbance 
H& the sixittiaeh^ which not ui^fsequeaily hs|q>ens« the irrer 

Iflvancy' ceases* ..> 

> The tevmination of morbid actions in oiganic iesion hs^ 
been (repeatedly adverted to, and by the frequency of itn 
oeemTenM' admits lof easy demonstration. . It is, howc^ver, ai 
subject so Impoftant that we cannot too oHnesx biing it. under 
i^ewi The foUowing case has a primaiy reference . to tbJ9 
iQflnetice of the mind in disturbing the functions of the 
li^er, but L shall adduee it more. especially to e^owsimie of 
ihe consequences ^f protracted disorder jaS function» an4 
also to elucidate stiU farther the effek^ts of disturbed actiaii 
in one of the viscera concegaed an digestion on otbern* ; It 
afaows, too,, the . insidious coodom^ocem^^nt of oigapic.lesionsy 
ssd' suggests some important hints xespectiog Uie caution 
Mcessary in the 9dmmisifation of purgative medicines when 
mechanical ofaBtHMtiottS. enist. 
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Case 13. 

JDUea^ liver and contracted intestinef 

The subject of this ciase w^s a respectable and amiable 
lady^ about fifty^ who for twelve months jbad suffere4 from 
a disturbed state of the digestive functions, apparently in 
0Oiiseqnenoe of m^atal distress; arisiog from her husband's 
embearrassmenln, aoting m)re.di?ectly on jbhe functions of th^ 
liver. . She never perseveored ia any medical plai), but obtain^ 
ing'jf elief from the nMMQt incommoding sympton^ she usuaUy 
-sought the confirmation of her health by <e visit to Orayesen^- 
iShe had never J. been .disebl§d: f)[>r her^ d«Mes, but aptivi^y 
asttsted in her husband's business, feeling, fa^iwever, ^€^y 
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ties^/lhe 'effect fof ^ich o^ he? .w^/ o^Jei^etieid byJb^^ 
ftnao^J^le^^orto io eoncenl b» wett as ,to r«]W^ft.iifa? trotU^Jje^ , 

ccHifinedi^ atid tiotrisnK^ . flato^iipf . TfifiwtMl f . w^st, 4l», j^jiff 
tor)»d slate of the >bp^0K the ;i»toii]|ac^^ b^/?mi^f. j\ij^tlB^^i^ 
ll wabi 4.iffi^Wh:9 itinik^ thsae . oirewm^tapce^, . .tq , f^pA . (Ui .ikf 
boiv^el^-; but ftftef the trial <ofTariQua paw^rCul^A^ns^.f^Y^PMi 
^tiiMia I n^em pbtajined* V eiy^ 8oaii> ; hqw^v^r^ ^ hf^i. ^ 
^ii4>at the same impedimeats^ and about .th^ w^^le .9;^ 
October the cittaoL was unusually,' sei^ire/. , The.pajin,. ^ 
tiokOTi ifitervals|« was ^eiy acute. The abdon^m.i^ 4is-* 
tendflid to • the utaaost. Clysters thrown into . t)ie rectum 
Wf^iie uot. pecceiyed by the patient, though by. this nveana 
d^jeotiions were obtained. In the early part of her ill^es^^ 
thd ,abd/einen being very tenderi I bled her, and. repeatedly 
lltidt^ed the* abdomen* Enemata^ as well <a$ active purt 
gative medicines, were frequently resorted to. Merpuiial 
t^siedies were eeilwayB iSpUowed by violent pain» The pi^lse 
giMSkeffaOy' was about 9.0 and finn. 

t'Oii thd l^th she was visited by a physician, who advised 
the sulphate of soda with tincture of hop every six hoursv 
ahd'ei^tt grains of t^ bkte pill at night, aclystev being 
adnunisteied in the morning. • On the 20th there was lesa 
tension and pain,* and the clyster when thrown into the 
rectum was perceived by the patient. For two days the 
enemata had been more stimulating than at first. During 
the night of the 19th, and through the whole of the 20th 
and * ^listf iSixe- evacuatienib were almost > hourly. - On ; the 
SOth she^felt eirtreme depression, thepulso was ^tfttf feeble* 
ahd. ubout i 160. The' toilgue was furred -and' of 4u bferewR 
colour, except ftt the edge' whieh wafr nedi The ^afadcttdeaf 
had 'ttui!ik to neil3u4y its ''usual fltttckesBi>The 'blwadhin^^ 
bbtfaihe oppressetdy •accom|^anied> wtth- coiiBideiiable paia(at»<« 
ibe ehttst toid'hiccUp; 4Miid in the eouvse'iof ihe-day: a<nluQli^ 
hki^get^ ^uMtity ^f b^xm <hiid«)W8r» vtonUied thaii oft alLthei 
Sikitfs^he 'bad! tl»keii;» > A>'large>(bli8tep'waB/appbed<whiclif 
gj^tij^ 4iif«^t^vtiie> sftoduteli, and >^eHevfadi(the /brelitimi§^\ 



l^Sj itiA'vimeiii ph^dnj eeM. dthi^ forms' 6f Bourish*- 
meht. 'TUd V(^itin^*deftsetf/1)Qt yi^ diaith<Ba contitlii<fd> 
afM i6^ait)i)s^ there^^ere fliftkeo of troii^M^ mktiet in thp 
mbtiotls.' ' Tbe elkfiometi'v^t$ ^ft, c^^ noVpaiiiiU.(m pf^-^. 
dih^'ird^pt kbdttt the pit of the BiottMk* 'She daily snnk^, 
Tfie ;ci6unt6ilt[in(^e was distressed^ though tlie tnted wai 
tmnquil, It'Hvas r^emd/rk^ble that dating the state of eon^ 
ittipition the pulse seldom excejtided 100, and geaemlly^ w^. 
n6t above 90; but when free evacuations ensued it rose. 
progressively to 160. She expired on the 24th. 

Examination bf the bQdy. The parietes ' of the Sibdcxuen* 
were fat. There was general turgescence of vessds through*^ 
Out the peritoneal coat of the intestines and stomach, buir 
no agglutination. The liver was not large, but in a statd. 
of sanguineous turgescencsi and some parts of it were oocu'*'; 
pied with tubera circumscripta. The gall-bladder was felU 
of bile. ' -. ' ' 1 

. We removed the stomadh and intestines, but on rsiisitigi 
the colon it separated about two inches above the sigfisoi4f 
flexure, and. Qn subsequent ezaminatbn we fqund <thait ia|;' 
this point great contraction of the bowel had taken {»l^ee«TT^^ 
tl|e 'annnlar ring formed by the thickened co^ts, woi|ld 
scarcely admit the end of a finge]:^ At some pairts of tbis^ 
ring ulceration had taken place, and in oW pqint the cQatS; 
were destroyed ;^ but the esc9,pe of feces was prev.€^ixte4;by a 
large portion of condensed fat. The stomachy andri(t)2i9> 
whole of the bowels .above the coatracted part, wejre great]|j[, 
(jiilated* The mucous coat of the; stomach was not^unnan 
tut^. The pyloric glands, and those occupying ^n^rinch QV^ 
two of the upper portion of » the duodenum, ,were enlarge4» 
and* diseased* - The rest of the duodenum and ^Qi iej.uuuixi. 
were hieaUhy, except thait the ghndulaa soUtari» w^<9 sonp^*^ 
what enlarged in the loliiver part.of . tbe.latter; .Tl^rqugh^ut 
the ileum the gkttda were/ much enlarged, aild >«^t tlit^pax^ 
nearest to thet^ioieai,. through a cionsideffitble extent;, ulpera^ 
tiim was veByiextensive# : The liopef coat of the .colon yfjf^- 
g^neiaUy- in .«' *hiQtefay> stfbt&: exo^ *^. t^etc^ntrn^d ^^sif 
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The ofheV viscei^^ei'e li€^t&^, i^xt^^pttWtltisnAi ^teff i^' 
small aiidflaccidy and kd moutk closed by sL €Vm inembtatf^; 
These appearances v6iy'i^d,tisfactbriiy ^xpMned Che^re* 
vious symptoms. So far as'Ae priority of ' symptdniB 
enabled us to judge, the livei^ iilrail first afifebt^; bii* it la 
equally certain that the disease in the inti^sfthife' 'hhd' b^n %f 
long standing.' Thete 'ia reasoA t6 suppose' thttt ' dttririg the 
last year the lady had not been whbHy ft^ frota pain fer 
any long period, yet, except at intervals of a week o* two, 
she engaged in active duty, ate heartily, ' and slept WoH; 
but ordinarily had signs of dyspepsia, with freqtrevit 
interruptions in the biliary secretion, ^he had a t^ndMcy 
to constipation, which she had counteracted by taking 
Epsom salts. Throughout life she had been a woman of 
tery regular habits, but had that state of morbid feeling 
denominated nervous, and adopted the- erroneous notion 

* • ■ » , 

that such feelings must be opposed by more trequeht* 
supplies of nourishment than other people require. She 

.therefore not osly dined heaiiily of animal tbod,' but 
jMurtook of it freely at supper, drinking porter and' often 
'mne-*-habits which undoubtedly perpetuated th^ feelings 
they were designed to overcome. 

The circumstances of the last attack were clearly duci-* 
dated by the examination. The cause of final sufibring wits 
an accidental obstruction at the contracted part, tod the 
measures adopted to overcome the obstruction, as welt 'as the 
accumulating ingesta and unhealthy secretions opereyted so 
as to increase the activity of the disease. If such a c&use of 
obstruction could be ascertained during the life of the patient, 
or is even suspected to exist^ caution in the' administration 
of purgatives, especially ihose of an active natutei,'ii^ re^tii- 

• site: for if mechanical obstruction exist, thd boweld ar^ not 
only stimulated by the medicine itself, but the quantity of 
secreted fluid is greatly augmented by the excitation of the 
mucous membrane, so that the' patient becomes ' Addi- 
tionally distressed by the distension^ of the bowels. There 
was another poiut explained by the etaminlttiou, namdy, 
that when, within the last' year, i^he took ttny m^tcnrial 



piffiffi^iipv^j, «w^,lthp,^)l^l5 jdU,, it wa^ followed by yiplj^t 
p^giaip t)^^ aMoiDp.m> wJup^i ^he hf4 ^9^ previously suffercxi 
af|£r, taking it. X^e additio^at flpw.of bile whicb it induced 
ir4ritat^d^th^ ncMU}p.u^ inexub^i^ie at thqs^ parts ^here disease 
bad lender^ it morb^y . 8usceptible» aAd occasioned spas* 

wodiQ cHiintraatioo* 

< » 

; In <bj9patic di^ease^ eyeix when from jthe repeated, attacks 
• 1^ inflanmation there appears reason to suspect that organic 
.iesioA has taken place, much myay be effected by persevering 

and cautious managementt And eve^. when organic lesion 

bas c«Q€urred the disease may. often be kept .quiet and pom* 

fortable existence be prolonged* 

.1-1/ .. ^ 

Case 14. 

On the 16th of April, 1813, 1 was desired to visit the wife 
of a^ labouring man at Bromley. She was about forty. A 
f oport was given me of several severe attacks she had under- 
gone^ ^d from, the description I supposed that they had 
been, owing to the transmission of biliary concretions. 
She had not recovered, however, in the intervals, DLotwitli- 
sta^iding a variety of measures had been adopted, llxe 
iUn^sp> ui^der which she laboured at the time of my being 
called in.compxenced three weeks before with pain in the right 
hySQchondfium, an irregular state of the bowels, occasional 
di^i^culty of respiration, and sickness. At times during 
tl^l^^ progress the skin had been tinged yellow, and the urine 
1^^ dy^d the linen. Mercury had been given rather freely. 
T]^ parochia;! medical man had attended the woman, and 
as the disease advanced and seemed to. him hopeless, he l^ft^ 
her in charge of his pupil with instruction to give opiates to 
. all^y tbe pain, ,which continued progressively increasing, 
whjilst the powejrs of life were rapi^dly declining. When I 
qj^w, the poor Yeoman ^he pain was extremely acute, extending 
from the hvpochondrium to the back and shoulder' and to 
t}^^; scrobicu^s |C9rdis. On the lightest pressure 1;he pain 
was exceedingly aggravated. The pulse was small and not 
^d^pjad ihe Ipngue but litde w^ite^ ^ y^^9^ ^^^ duration of 
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ij^ flyeem^ a Tath€^ foi^Unrp^ 1»Q 

B^t/pipM^e^ of' jslpfd yf0t^ mmoivi^ly 'withdiiMni, taild fit 

b^^. i^aced, % it^ , Ti|6 ' latter rio^f^Mir^ wf4 i«fiiwto<i^ /ttM>/ 
g^^ dil^i^vJity^ bntr OA itbfli fi)Uomftg 4dj^ rim m4in% WMtJ 
Dot. wor^a.' Tbe^ Uood^wes Iniff and leupp^ds. . >T«Dilef»baai 
^Q.applied to .tbe ^ypoeboodriviaraiid'afWwitt^da a Umi^j 
tef ; and salifie ^pemnts witb antimony w^ireaUie proioiihbed^. 
S);i,f:P9^e4.an ^trmiely painful m^t. The bamihk^iiMa - 
ogfjn^ii pnly once, and the fec^ were firm, itSetume^emi' 
s(^^, 7!be pulse still was very quickj and.tiie pain Tielent^ 
The ,^l€|eidi^g was repeated and sixteen ounces of blood wete^< 
tat£^ ,f^w$^. The abdomen was fomented mtk a decoettoni • 
of ppj^y J^eads ^d camomile, and the medicine continaed* 
O^ the 19th the tenderness at the pit of the stomach was 
T2^pi^ ^ssened, and throbbing in this part, which had been 
ve^* trpublesome, had somewhat decreased. Her diet was 
lii^j;ed,to gruel and very weak broth. Five dejectioflito. had 
rei|vJt^d frtmi the. medicine. She slept comfortably in the 
flight /and awoke refreshed, which she had never done after 
sle^p^obtained by the opiates; indeed, after the temporary 
ease procured by the sedative her sufferings, as might ht 
expected, were aggravated. She could now bear consideora- , . 
ble^ pressure, and the frequency of the pulse wns gfoatlf' . . 
reduced* She waa directed to continue the same plan botb'. - 
as *to medicine and diet. Within the ensuing night she ( 
experienced considerable pain and had stranguary, probably 
fro^ the blister. On the following morning she was cdmf^ 
fortable. She slept soundly the next night and was quit^^ < . 
free from pain on the 22nd. • 

' t^joi;n this period she progressively amended., Her dieti / 
was , improved with caution, and the bowels were kept " 
regi(^rly. open. The memorandum made on the.l2th 06 i. 
Maj r^ford^ a favorable process wd reports her sitting up«' >) 
SJ^(^^)\^4:^carce^y recovered strength enough U> get abenft .u . 
befqre.sjl^ yas agan^ sdz^ with,pai9in .the.liyer, and.ilheMri . 



to. (that wAo^d' At Avity ^t tbodiflkl'tijf^ tUe* fi*^6f^^ 
tw^m'^lithtiMsJiki and feeliing. deeply interested forget 
wtMh;^tiioagh'{Mftyr t««niui, ao cffibtt^ waA spaitsd to: akibti* 
tier^ $M^ki)thi»y«fiff 181«sliehfiMl%^ Vi^en^^^ sriaH 

famin^Ussd remo^ nvbo tonrn;, she Uad'be^ seekittg'' dssk-^^ 
taado Aeieibrdieme ibv three tv^ka before I tewlibf; 1 fbimff' 
h^ liiboiuing' under -ilubaoiiie inflexnination nf the liver with ^ 
soisMr^eidiu^eiinentof itobulk/taid« brekeft dovm byithe'' 
siUiSmngS'ef three 6r more years, as well 'as tha donstanfa * 
painjsf ithffee we^B> during which she had been cohfined to' ; 
bed/tbat the hope of even affi>rding tielief "was iiottetf' 
eneoaragingv ^^^ much less that of permanent recovery. ' 
She: was so olctremely feeble that bleeding was tiot tb6bhi«^ ^ 
xneaded, ainl yet there was acuteness enough retomnnig to ^ 
render caution in the use of jDaercurj necessary. FtNfhui^^ 
recommended that a large blister should be applied over the ^ 
right sid«;' that five grains of blue pill should be taken ' 
twice a day, and a dram of oil of almoiMis in emuMdn^iinfth^^ 
nitrate of potash and antimony, three times a day. 't^ ? 
planf witii slight modification/ principally consisting of thd ^ 
occaJBional omission of a pill, was continued for three weeks, ^ 
by 'Whieh' time sh6 had *bec6me comfortable. 8h^ called 
upon mtr with a friend', early in the ensuing year, having 
walked MvemI miles, and iold me she was perfectly 'wellf 
and had ctmained so for many months. 
. A'fowf years ago I was consulted respecting a case of sub^^ 
acutN^ hepaltrtis, which had arisen from the high excitements 
to which a delit^te- female is sometimes exposed on enter-^ " 
ing the conjugal state. The patient in this case ^vasr'a, * 
youlvg' Wosaan of an exquisitely susceptible' dispbsition.^ 
So(M( alter marriage ahe becatne liafblc to attacks of hysteria^' ' 
and was often aifected with vertigo;^ -After a little time tii^' '^ ^ 
detenniniltion' to the head subsided, aibd wss followed by a;' 
similft^^coiJdkion of thfe' liver. ' Th^pdin in the^ ri^t faypd>- ; 
chondriiim^wa^'finsideritble, and tvas'iLccoAkpamed with: ti'^^^' 
sen8ttttoti^$f>fulMi^.' Sfie was^tunAlle tb ^etp^ the'cb 



foaeBy'jfiuid' oQcasioitally .obe ioojc a yefyjNpalU dme p( 
Mbiael. .:; Bjir Ihese meaiiff: tiie iftflanmatoty t^iof^tcHnB. woi^ 
subdued; iEUui aliarwardB^ by reiiio?iiig hec temp^nsikiriij ff0ii 
flte.catoes.'Qf eacoitement) :hy giving* liglit i tooii^Si . and <bsr 
«»^iii]Bg eftution oa the Husb«tid, she oeaBed to suJB^ fmn 
ihoie po^vsrfal ttfiedioiia of the n^rvoua c^yirtem ^ii^iidx 
OGOosioiied the unafvuil durtribution of blood. .•. . i 

' iln several ofithe preoediag obBeryalioos the necessity- i^f 
persomijl examination in cases of protiaeted disease^hftSibeeu 
ntgsd* ThotfoUowing fact places its necessity in a'stsong 
light. • It is. 'true that when the existence of a tuoiaiitr was 
ftdoerteiAed it did not appear to admit of remedy^ neterAe-t 
less bdtb the vcredit of the practitioner, and the. interests .of 
tbe patiiraufe^ raqtnTe, eren in irremediable cases, that th^ 
natare shonld be determined. 



t ;. 



Abd^minfil tumour with vesical catarrh. 



iiOa^tiie 6ith of NoTember, 1824, I was; requested to .see 
Mtm lrr-H*!^,io{ East Smithfidd, sBt. about fifty^fiYe, 'Who for 
six months: had laboured under an. affection of the urinaty 
oigans, andy (being a fiustidum^ woman), had been auocee* 
sively attended by five physicians; and tinree of themim^n 
of the first ptofessional rank« Although the .patient- had 
lohg been what she termed a bilious subjeet-^^^thoughifrom 
the very commencement of an affectidn of thie bladder ihe 
dyBpeptieaynptomsl^ad beeh)Severe«-^hofix^.8he had '&lt 
oeeasinnid paindn.the right hypoohondrium, and what she 
denominated rhieuaaatic pain in the rig|hjt scapula, y«t the 
ttttcBitiott of all the* ^^nflemen had been almost ea^closiyfdy 
directed to the atate of the urinary organs^ 0»aor t^wo of 
thein had certainly not wholbf overlooked hepatic seesetion,. 
b«^1h^ attention had notibeen.dkiectedi.to it for* aoy die- 
tmoAinate purposes The> hand. . of one - gentleman . had faeen 
Ifliiid on 'the abdoiMieH> but it waa.mefdy to iaaoertain -i^th^ 
it weare tense* or iumidi' The* folkmiiig^. history .of Jbenioase 
wttsr^gimn md'.hf idiAiftiiaimti' Jbr siX'sdifttitliaidbe^hisul 
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i^dedV^tlr fhe'oifiiiey a large <]^8tntity elf tt<#rUliidi f«iri« 
form matter, and thbngh it had soiftewhaA'Vftriedili^qiiaiitity, 
its appearance had never ceased. At times she felt occa- 
sional pain in the loins, shooting through the ureters into 
the bladder, and down the thighs. She had occanional 
nausea, excessive flatulence, and a white tongUe. The pulse 
Was %bout 90, and she r often Mt- pulsation m efifinHrw. 
Occasionally, tod, < she had a diitinet rigor* The hepatic 
secretion had all along bclen very^ unheteJAhy. Sometimes 
the feces -had been clay-coloured j but 'of l4te' they had 
either been extreniely dark or of a 'reddish yeUow. Hfr 
appetite was impaired; As sfaie sat dressed in her chtur. the 
abdomen did not appear tuinid, nor tlid it .feel ten6^.UL0r 
Was she: aware of any tmnefactioQ in the right 8idfe/0r>elfie» 
whisre. This examination, however,, was not > sadts&cteiyi 
dnd' on repeating my Visit the examination, wsas mHideiisi she 
lay in bed. The parietes of the abddmial wcfrfe- remarkaibfy 
flaccid, ai^ yet in the supine posture nothihg unriatural 
was at first detected, but oi]i Closer exatbinktion a tumour 
was discovered in the right iliac r^ioui \tA tfixst' it) seemed 
to pass in an elongated' form towards ^tiie -<2^rrespoiidiiig 
hypoch^mdrium^ but X)n placing the patient on l^left side 
I cduld' easily insulate the tumour, and almost ^pfaioa my 
fingers underneath it, owing to the extr»ordinaTy*flaocsdily 
of the parietes, tod the loose attachments of 'the tumcta*. 
in this position, tok9, the liver could be. traxssd exifetidtiig 
from its natural situation, in a rather lengthened formy- 1& 
about *two inches below the nmbilious. The biidk nfithe; 
iumour- exceeded that of a. laxge fisty and was very teller 
^ pressure. Br* Babington was Tequested to meet me alita 
st:tbs<squ^t^ examixkatron, Itnd ifrom the loose connextii&st4>f 
the'tumxmr we were led torsuppose it was'me8ent^ric«r> . ^ > 
• Fiv« grains of blue' pill every crthefar night, and som& bitter 
infusion wil^ carbonate of soda^ and Ieui •oeeasiomd dofte^f 
i4xubarb and' tt](agtLesia> were beaifieiU tctbeglaiiQM^beaftth, 
add the purilimn d^posite ra^^ier fd^CTfeaaed;^ : We^tmld dntdr- 
tain no hope of vtaKiving'the tumotir>' bat th» ease^ttflbfds 
a«trilEing<e»wpte^f the importaaceiof trdrefid ^tm^mima 



{(reViotid oft^emtiohs on iMs topic. '* ' ' ' 

Ififium^^. Sf ^M fl«n?o«« ^jfstem an^ the fnitnl on. th^ ^g^ivfi 

• > 

•^ '^Alfhbvgh the agency of the; n^rvoiiB system has ndt h^ii 
apkctly spoken of/ it has been alluded to in the [^y]tt|!)fafhie^ 
6f th^ viscera, and in some' instances of tfierital sitfiliring*^ 
fir; W. 'Philip and Dr. Preschet have illustrated the eflfectfe 
of ihe nervous system by numerous aiid interesting 'expefi^ 
events: These experiments, indeed, were not necessary to 
dietennine the feet that the functicms of the digestive orgatis, 
and ctf all other organs, can only be properly execute sor 
I6i^g ac^the agency of the nervoiis system is duly maintained; 
l^ut d6nie facts of considerable importance have been elicited 
(Jf established by their labours. . ' I 

"In theiwhole circle of intricate problems submitted to thd' 
investigation of the medical practitioiiei', none' at^ ofteu 
itictfe difficult of solution than those that relate to the caused 
of disease. We may, perhaps, generally except those diseases! 
which have a specific origin, especially if dependent on in* 
fection: or contagion ; and yet sometimes even the sourtes of 
these are involv^ in mystery. ' 

. Long befbre the experiments alluded to, it had been ascer- 
tained that on dividing the par vagum the functions of the' 
stomach' and lungs became disturbed. Nausett and voaiiting'> 
ustially resulted — circumstances which proved the influence ' 
of those nerves on the stomach. The ftict, however, that^ 
vois^ting should have resulted, was a i^roof that another 
s^eii of nerves was distributed to this visciis ; but the more 
c^edr eludidation of this deeply interesting subject was stts^"' 
ponded till b flood of li^t was thrown upon it by Mr. ' 
Chiles Bell and by Majendie. 

. Ducirdtoy^ de Blainville inferred that the powers ef ^e 
stdtiicich' Weref. fotdly axmihilated in corisequtoce of^ih^ ^ 
dJWdl6n of th^ eighth t^ait df'nefvbs; untj th^^digeirtite'' 
pow^ dae«ii|Jltear to liaVe teeh destwyed; for-ftb; Brodie.i 
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the nerves had been cut^ LegfJilpi3 a^d. »DHpuy.o|}s^rve4 
similar results. Our countryman Dr. W. Philip conducted 
these experiments still further, and arrived at a conclusion 
whieli.'noibing but tuseurate experiments could litave * detetv 
mined. He found that although, the functions of the stomach 
V^W fl^?BWifd,>y. % djiyisiofx .of the pe?:ves,,,y^<i,fjiat 
dig^Uo^ ^ight.be effected by directing a stream 9^ thj^ 
g9^y/sg:^c fluid along the. lo;ijirer portion, o^, the nerve^, Ip 
B^e^.npt to have been su^cient simply to divide^t^e nervjBL 
fqr Jif. a.portipji ^ere not removed, or if the diyid^d e^f;- 
ti^^Wtie^ yrer^ not J^ept considerably apart^ dig^ion pr^ 
c^^d^d, thgugb imperfectly, , ^. ..;.... ..Mi 

, It. h^ also b^en ascertained that the section or destruction 
of .a part of the spinal marrow^ or the removal of ^ portion 
q( the (^rebellum,. apts in the same manner pn tjhie dig^st^ye^ 
process. Legallois and Dupuy likewise found that narQOtics 
11^)^1^^. , produptive of coma equally diminish thp ppw^er|Of 
dig£|^jtio.9« and .that whatever countera^cts th^ due disjtripu- 
tipn , ^f nervous influence, prop9^tionp.tely su^pevkds t|^e 
process of digestion in that organ. ^< 

^Before these experiments were instituted,, it was well 
Isinown that digestion was effected by means of the gctstri,^ 
and, other secretions, and that all secretion .was influe^cpd. 
by tl;^ ixe;rvous system. However, thoug)i it was.k40iyn 
t]^^ one of the most important agents in the. .complicate 
propess.of conveirting alimentary substances into chyle mus^ 
bj^. denized irovf^ t}i^ br^in^and nerves, yet the 8uVj.ept. w«§ 
at^nded with numerous dLfficulties, soqie of] which ifiodef^.. 
p^y^iqlpgi^ Mv^ . unravelled. To^ ref^ digestion^ hp^yey^f^f ^ 
tc^^lUbat agency e^j^clusiv^ly, would be to sppppse .that fp^^ , 
ifti^fet, \und9rg0 this cba^g^, wlv^^ever it might; be subi|PiitJ;e;i^ ^ 
to ?verv,p|yis . influ^qe. . There is . a peculjtif beauty in , tl^^ 
ftrrangements of infinite wisdom,. and, in ^oufi is it^mf^rjd ^ 
stf^ingly p^JW^ifi^ t^a^ .in.huflaap pfrysio^ogjj ; the^p^^^jj^- 
li^r. fui^jctipDi, pf every . prgpn, , wyplying.the flapet iiiitijixatje.c^fjfl;,^ 
nwQAafid^Weijt^dep^i^dWJf 9f .^^,8y^^nv,upojj,a^(^t^r. 
P^ferwnfi4i%ei)t.pffig^s,bH^^ftjnjg,m.u^^^^^ ...,). --v/Ou 
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Merts met' the probeasr of 'sect etion we need *otily advierfc>to 
pkeiMii^a of daily oecurrende;"^ Whftt' a -v^dmidaluie of 
tealns/ and even of nrme^itill semetitives be eeeiteted ilnder 
mental tineasixxesa ! Not unfrequendy ^ • hew^evsr, ym' ifntaem 
Ihb very reverse of tkia^ especially when the ' feelifig <rf 
distress, is intense. Of this a few y^ars ago a moM/paitifiil 
ihstauce passed under mjr ohtervaiion. Ami: amiable ^ooupls; 
who* had been married about a twelvemonthi aad* who had 
letdized die fruition of hope in the 'person of a little dau^*< 
ter^ had temporary lodgings in the vicinity of town. Whilst 
Ihe^wife pfiepared the breakfest the hnsband ^oeompsBied 
some frioids to an adjoining stream to- bathe. All was 
made' ready for the repailty and the wife, a woman of the 
sentest sensiUUty; sat at the window i^arsing her lively 
and healthy babe^ watching for tbe first- glimpse of their 
retmrtiy siti "intending to welcome her husband by the joiiii 
attractions of her own affecdonateand cheerful countto&nce^ 
and/ the loveiy face of their little offspring. • It ha» justly 
hee|k Bsld. that «>^ hope deferred iteketh the heart siok;^' 
The tkne elapsed, messenger aflber messenger was despatched 
taut none returned. The fact was the husband was drowned, 
and -the party waited the arrival of a relative from towif 
wdioniL they considered the best channel of oommuhieatiori 
to the widow. It will be readily conceived that her mented 
agony was of the most, poignant .character, and fctr mafty 
days secretion was almost totally suspended* She wad 
unable to w^ep* The dejections, which were obtained with 
difficulty and were very scanty, were almost colourless ;* and 
and after the lapse df two or three days "she became affected 
wiith subacute hepatitis^. The skin and too^e were moA 
formly dry, and the kidneys did not secrete an ounce id 
twei^y^^our hours* Weeping sepsis not only an etxpressiod 
bat an outlet of sorrow. It appears to sooth the mind^ 
lind to allay the irritability of the nervous isystem. When 
there exists the inability to weep^ the-cnais-jof mental agony 
from 'which a mitigatioin of suffiering: omnmences, is- pr»« 
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• QpOR ]io>vaieaF)Of (Mfgate is^tiss'teflttflttDe^^vtafcMl mbt^ 

foiicibty^evnkGed'thenitm'llioseoonoei^ io digestkni^. At 

d'momeiittcf 'foil healthy and about with a k-een appetite to 

imttake^of tfae»plelsBres0^ldie taUe, tbe -sigkt of a loaife* 

some objevt^or the heasiiig of s^mie difstFefscting' tidingfty wXL 

M>diatnrbt the'nervovis dydtem that artieles previously th^ 

iliostinvkifiig to the palate excite diBgufit. - If tbeee oecutC 

nAoKtes trampire immediately aftcfr the stom^h is ^plemshed 

digistionr is sospended, the^ food lies a heavy and- oppressive 

ioluif of which the^paties^t is not reiieved till the organ had 

q^cted its contai^ts* If the food ' is letained under thes^ 

eireumstaiices it' proves a source of gastric and intestinal 

imtation^ gi^ng rise to acidity, flatulence, c6lie'pains,'and 

»Uiniately, perhaps, to diarrhcBa. Where there is no relatienk 

to food, a dull aching and sense of anxiety at the pitef tb^ 

stomach, in the region of the solar plexus, long reniains*, 

even when the mind needs to be reminded of the • eanse^ 

Not ufifrequently mental uneasiness produces diarrhoea with« 

out any other obvious effect. Sometimes the agency of 

mind is exerted on the whole of the abdominal orgms^ >a(l 

0thfers on an individual organ, the whole perhaps beeenang 

affected consecutively. The effect exerted on the stomtsioh 

and intestines has been adverted to, and indeed^ also on the 

liver««**»Pephaps the functions of no organ in the body >a]« 

Aidpe. freff4ently deranged from this cause tha/n those by 

wJudi bile is formed, and from whatever 'cause the liver 

beoomes' affected its action or reaction on the mind and 

nervona system is of the most extraordinary kind. ' 

Often when the emotion is severe the effects-are so tfianil^ 

that no doubt can be' entertained of their connexion* Aft 

otiner times the effects being less prominent, und not produc!^ 

tive of material inconvenieuce, they command little'attetltion', 

but may- lay the foundation of fUtute mischieft Whei^' the 

cause producing morbid action is wiHidr^wn, the devanf^ 

ment- usually adjusts itself, or is adj'u^ted by those casual 

oiroumstahces by which the balanx^e of the yital functions 'il 

maintained. ' These happy resuUs, 'ho^civ^r, do not at^^yk 

follow. There may be a continuance of disordered funelteik^. 



W M M fto wpn ^ nl^ OS i(a the 4;^eim«twocM»tW w^ieb l|tey.jM^nfft%it 
and it is highly probable when not th#> )MiKllt'OCag«^;j|f Jamil 
lumber of. ^ inetaneea ongfM^ in the ob^mre n)Mii«r 
jli»t a^Terted to: wt^ indeed, always from mental fnwtioi^ 
b^;fr«Mn any . other , owfl#s of.di^tujrbaiM^ in the iiwv<hi» 
ey#t§in- Wheit w^ conuder the nomeroue sonrpea af .ewir 
4ioiie aAd.;paaaiWfii» f^ont dpmeftiG cauim, fip^m biuweil^ 
fffd jGcom to^Bjof popiilar e^E^Jtomant, we is^all. rggar^ tbii 
M.a.£rttitful and. piiavaiUngoauee: bat we mnetnotf^ilfikdA 
4ii>f»W* ii^ iTcoiote partf acting on the bi;ain ap4 im^m$ 
a^ViQapberic in0ii^ce» indiee^etion in di^t, s^d maoy. olh^ 
^remnatanceB . which have a tendency to ^8t)i(l^ l^M^I^ 

M^tim* ..'•...•.; I. > . 

' Obsefvations. ' ;. ■ ; 

If then thia view of thedifferciBtt aottiiee$ Af derangfioMHi^JA 
jtiMitorgans ooneemed in dige^tion be correet» how iait poaaibk 
tttat any single measure can be derised by which thet^iaordai 
Will be a^uQted! To rely on the same. mediQina^, 4o. ;pfci^ 
aeribe the s|me 4iet, toMtablish the samaintennAs ofi taUnig 
lotfld, to ei^joiA ,the: swie eseroipbes, is nothing elaartinui 
fiii|>«i0i9n* Even if, we admit/that th^.effiiet of i^.vacima 
eattses may be alike, aur^ there muat be eome referenw M 
Ikhi; tvfiatmeni to the canse itaelfy and likewisatotha canatif 
4l|tioj9^ Sometiiiiea bleeding will be requisiter-eometiaiias 
at^tiYopiu^ing'^sometimes perseyerance in the mild^t liic^ 
.0^ marourial reoMdies-Hspiaatunes bitten or t<HMc«i .Ak ^ 
1mm ^ dieimuBtt bemost^ caiefuUy r9g>4ated» b^JUt 
iihonld bef^r iAi yiind thitt- ihwe at)a parsona who cftxmf^ 
Ml4#qga^ry4aiiginternrals;b^w;een the aeaaona of .taki/if 
iiojariahmaiitiwithowt beiais4iatreaeed» ,aa4 thia ia pai^lifw 
larly the case with cbiMrani^' I do4Mj4.adj W )g>teA«|i>i<^^ 
jmiMmw, mm tfctii ijdiawtomiiwiditiifip ^ 4p^aiis^ > vJb^v#>ir 



tton of cMdmi ieT g^eraUy more raj^M'ttiah that of tkdul^i 
and herw often do we see some children in a school, or ikmily, 
whb calin<!H; endtire the same interval as their companions; 
but hi^atlempting itr are reduced to a state of '^xti^cfm^ 
ittitability and languor. - 

'WUh reitpeet to the administration of purgatives, theve 
arre three points to which I shall jnst advert. There Witt 
nonietim^ be fktal accnmtrlation of iBeces in the intestines, 
vriben both the patient and attendants report that the bowcl» 
are freely relieved* When the obstruction arises from a 
meehanieal (^use, as hernia, or contracftion, great caattonis' 
neoesflffitry in the administration of purgatives. Purgatives 
mt' iMOt unfrequently persevered in to remedy unhealthy 
secretions, pain, tenderness, and flatulence, solely kept up- 
1i»y themeans employed. ' 

In cases of constipation we must be careful that the *A\^^ 
charge of a loose motion does not deceive us, for this may 
happen vnthout the bowels being sufficiently acted upon. 
We ought never to be satisfied in any serious case without 
careful examination with the hand, for it will frequeii^ly 
happen^ even after fluid dejections, that a large accumu-* 
lation of feces shall exist. On the 12th of December, 
I8iB, I was consulted respecting a little boy, four years of 
age; who for several days had been unwell. I prescribed 
fer him a dose of calomel, which in the course of ihe da^ 
tfieeted his bowels three times, the motions being loose and 
yellow. His diet consisted chiefly of fluid aliment and of 
tbn he took but little. On the morning dP the Idtiii he had 
considerable ^er remaining. The pulse was extremely 
({iiick, tile abdomen was tumid, and the tumefaction appeaired 
to be from solid contents of the colon. Under these cireum*- 
•tenees an a<stive dose of calomel and jalap was'direeted:; 
The result of this wbs that early the nesSEt morning he void^ 
an excessive quantity of fbrmed and hardened feces soi&e 
pwrtsof which were^of-aUactkeolour. After 1lii»evalHi«iHm 
the firimle symptoms speedily subsided. > « 

^ A reipeciablfr'aiid telitti^^nt 'Xflsa wte tM».dhrMwg 
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towards that adiranoed period of life wh^n ongjanic lesions 
most frequently occur^ and who had .been 8afii»iing under 
chronic and protracted derangement of the dige^tiye xungans, 
availed himself of domestic aperients, and believed that his 
bowels were kept freely open by them. I was led, when 
consulted, to entertain some doubt as to th$ sufficiency 'of 
his excretions, and, watching the effects of the mean$' em- 
ployed, was soon confirmed in the opinion. A more efficieiit; 
purgative was prescribed, and to his surprise and fiomforti 
he voided as much solid excrement of a brown .colour as 
would more than half fill a large pot de chambrt. 

In a case of puerperal peritonitis in which I was called^ 
into c(msultation with the attending practitioner, I was; 
informed both by the practitioner and the nurse thaik die; 
towels were quite open. The former assured me;, and .had; 
been assuring the lady's friends day by day, tl^ she wn» 
getting much better. From puerile, nay» ahopst unpardon- 
able delicacy in such a case, be had never laid his hand upon 
the abdomen, and from fear of exciting alarm on hia first 
attendance on the patient he had treated the affair niuoh too 
lightly. Feeling herself actually getting worse, and.ithe* 
friends becoming alarmed, I was called in, having pr^viouslif 
attended her in London. She ivas lying on her back. wiih. 
the head .raised. The pain had progressively ioareaaed and 
was now violent, and the respiration waft difficult. Her 
countenance was distressed^ the puUe 1^20 and baid, tha 
skin hot, the abdomen was exceedingly tender, especially .ia* 
the region of the caput coli, where there was^^ttunefiiction' 
apparently from indurated feces. There was prostration of 
strength, not absolute, but such as oft^i attenda visceiaL 
inflammation, and the sense of which is mitigated by 
bleeding* I directed that she should be immediately and 
copiously bled, but when about fourteen ounces were.wndn 
drawn syncope occurred. .1 

• 

R Hydr. Submur. gr. v, 
Pulv. Scammon. gr« ij> 
— r- Jalapii gr. x, ft. piilvis ; statim. 
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smnetidus; M habecit olei vicini drsu^hmam in ' 
emulsione, cum potassse nitratis granis decern, 
— quarta ' quaque hora, et imponetur emplastnim 
lyttee parti dolore affectee. 

On the following day we found the blotod buflp and cupped 
and' the crasaamentum occupying but a small space in pro- 
portion to the serum. The pain was greatly mitigated, and 
the patient could make a deep inspiration without it& being 
augmented. The bowels had been relieved by very copious 
evacuations, so that the tumefsu^tion at the caput coli wus 
lessened as well as the tenderness. She was directed to 
c^pntinue the draughts, and to repeat the powder the follow- 
ing' morning in half the previous quantity. After this time 
she took saline medicines with occasional purgatives, and' 
fay the 20th was nearly well. She then complained of 
flatulence, and other slight dyspeptic symptoms, for which ^ 
some infusum' caiombffi was directed* and completed the 
recovery. 

Too much had been trusted to report, and the patient 
might have fallen a victim to the practitioners negligence. 
In many cases of internal disease we have already shown 
that the most serious lesion&may be going on vnthout any 
strongly characterized symptoms, especially with respect 
to the pulse. The pulse may be small, indeed generally 
is so in visceral inflammaticms, but this is not to deter 
fnomthe use of the lancet. Information must be' sought 
from every source, that the most efficient means may be> 
interposed with a prospect of success, and great culpability 
will' attach to the practitioner if he be remiss in personal- 
examination. 

^Active purgatives are not merely required in cases of 
aedumulated feces, but are sometimes useful by instituting 
morbid actions, by setting up a temporary diseiase through 
the alimentairy canal. Something may be attributed to the 
increased secretion, but the maintenance of morbid action 
has sometimes considerable influence in controlling func- 
tional ( 'affections : whidi did not originate from gastric 

k2 
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dKMluie. The &>ltowifig«teaa»|..I ft)itiik> hvb piiy •f(^«fd>w 
till exitmpte* . . * 

On th« 26th of February^ tl813, 1 was coBsulted reapeoting 
a^yomng womasL twentyf-two years of. age, wkO'Sixmcmtha 
before had met with disappointment in an affair deeply 
interesting to hej affections, and since thai tiBie.haidfittffeiQd 
^m Tifrfepiip^lpirtalictfis, accompanied. with 4uH.pain»'< The- 
puipitation and pain. wore increased by surprise, emotion^ 
<Mr emrtion* Though the mental affeciaon had subsided, the 
oflidatSiQiirthe functions of the heart were so far fivdist sub^ 
sidmgr ^^ during the monlh immediately preceding my 
hgitenriew with .the patient the aymptoma had greatly in* 
QS^sed in violence, so that the pain was now very aeute^ 
%9d.<alwnys accompanied with palpitation and dyspimea* 
Th0 pulse wem regular and did not exceed 90, and the coaBr 
teptanoe waa but little distnessed. Various meana had been 
t|^^ aa blisftering, febrifuge and chalybeate medicines, and* 
%q(;9#ional purgatives. I prescribed for her a saline mixture 
W(ith'tinQtur^ of squiUs, and the following pills. 

M. ' . ^ R Aloes Socoott. 9ii, 
li Olei MenthaB gutt. vj, i 

, Gum. FcBtid. 5j, ft. piluks xxiv. > 

... tquarumsumat ij. ter die. 

.After taking these medicines for a few daya the bowels 
Wiere freely acted on, and the constitutional susceptibility 
decreased. : By the 3rd of March the affection of the heart 
was. removed, but the patient was rather weak, and suffered 
fvom> occasional. pain in the loins. On^the 9th she reported 
hesself quite well. 

, Jn.many cas^ of chronic pulmonary affectiion, pain, w. 
pe^Ofs^tion, and dyspnoea, will be suspended during;. the 
existence of : dinxrhoea, . whether . arising spontaneously or. 
^Mitqd by ) art; :but wk«re thare is. oirganie disease, ^r a 
stoumous or broken coi;istitu4ftQn» the continuance of pufging 

ma^. be/ a serious eyiL i 

,. A^^W'X>bseryatic«is on the otfeer side^Off J;h^ question mny 



hl»t<'be ntisi^^edi fo#' ttUh^ugh' theore ^o tMid in >9Aaoh 
it is necessary to give purgatives freely, there is 6Otli0 reascn 
to fepp}<Jheid'tha« a dispdsitibtt previrite to ^r^ mercWry too 
iiildi»e*imifcfatdy. Having felready developed my view* ott 
t^i)»'%Ub)ect'in seattered'observtaitioflSy I shall itnbody them 
hefeHnaftfi^r-words. ■ * 

• 'Whenever dyspeptic sytaptotas arisfe from suspeifiided 'Oi^ 
morbid action in the liter, • alterative dos^s bt m^rctiry liw 
usually had recourse to. This is, pethaps, thef most oonrmon 
iorm of derangement, and ih its treatment Mr. Abemfdthjf 
has justly acquired great celebrity. His blue pill admiiiis* 
tered in a dose, and at intervals, idhort of irritation, aid^ 
by decoction of sarsaparilllBt, has been ftiost extettdivefty 
useful. But I may venture to submit that Mr. Aberftetfey 
himself has circumscribed his principles too mucli. ' He hiti 
often been prescribing for an effect without regarding th€l 
diversities of catise. The principles, however, which ' h€ 
himself has enjoined have been greatly abtlsed> ' and^ m?&ny 
practitioners, whilst avowedly acting upon them, have 'ih*^ 
creased the derangement in the functions of the liver by 
the too free administration of the remedy For an adult 
five grains may be an adequate dose, but it is impossible to 
determine this with certainty ; for some persons are so easily 
acted upon by mercury, that half the quantity might be 
as much as can be borne. Not linfrequently it is necessary 
to diversify the form of the mercurial', and this may be dtoe 
without' violating the principle*. Calomel, under some "ci*** 
i^um^tances, will exert a decidedly more beneficial effect 
than the blue pill. Advantage will sometimes be deri-v^ed 
frobn the employment of mercurial remedies at muchshoHiei:* 
intervals than at others ; the inaction of the liver resibtlst 
the effecft of dos^s administered ieit the interval- of two' da^s, 
whilst the sslme quantity taken in divided doses thrive ti 
d&y eiscites and establishes sect^tion. Whatever plalificr 
#fcdojpted the effect m^st be watched, for if mercnry d6 not 
txst well, it nrigbt, if 4ong pemi^ed in, do ek<;esBive misobl^; 
Green and slimy stools are ofteji the result of the excess*^ 
itmcuvf] 9jiA I'beJievB'it isi not 'Very uncomrnottwithU^me 
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{M^titiofiejrs to redouble tiieir forces when these appearanoes 
are detected ^ by which practice they aggravate symptoms 
they intended to allay. Cases very frequently occur in 
which by reducing a grain of calomel to half or a quarter 
of that quantity, or blue pill from five grains to two or 
three, the secretions from being of the morbid qualities ju9t 
tnefitioned assume a healthy character. As it is not the 
design of this administration of mercury to act on the 
bowels, except secondarily, patients should be made *awaiie 
of this <iirc.um8tance that they may take scnae n^ild aperient 
if requisite. It is really surprising what ess^itial relief is 
sometimes experienced from such medicines as gently excite 
bepatic secretion before any alvine excretion has ensued, 
but patients are often rendered uncomfortable frcmi an ide^ 
that they. Ought to be parged. 

Under whatever circumstances stimtUating purgatives are 
given, their frequent repetition requires great caution. -I 
have- known cases in which an accumulation of irritating 
medicine in the bowels augmented inflanunatory symptoms. 
A' case has been related of annular contraction of the gut, no( 
obliterating the calibre of the canal, in which an unavailing 
perileverance in the employment of drastic purges brought on 
ileus and other acute symptoms, which speedily terminated 
fatally. I have before me a reference to a published case 
of constipation in a boy twelve years of age. He had 
pain in the back a little above the sacrum, recurring at 
short intervals, and extending to the hips and legs. There 
was fever but no tenderness of the abdomen. He died in 
three days, but had been the subject of derangement of the 
digestive organs for eight months. After death the prin- 
cipal disease was found to consist of contracl^on of the 
ileum* The ring would not admit the end of the little 
finger^ and ulceration had taken place. In this case a 
•powder was prescribe, consisting of ten grains of soam- 
mony and fifteen of calomel. It is said to have been 
Rejected; had it been retained it must have aeted ii^ur 
riously. After elaterium had been employed I have found 
the mucous membrane, either violently inflamod or in audi 
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/^^tete of opnt^tion astoihreaton sphacelus. Its specific 
^0eetB^ and those of other drastic purgatives, mayi perhaps, 
depend somewhat on their inducing this increased action 
thiough: the nmcous surfax^e, but it must be evident that 
fiuoh .effects require caution in, the administration* Whatr 
^i^.migbt be requisite to subdue acute disease, or to carry 
ixff hydropic effusions, in the cases under consideration 
^here^'Can be no warrant for the frequent enq)loyment of 
Mtive purgatives. In the. application of this class of 
WBodies to cases of constipation, there must be a reference 
to the cause* The mechanical causes may be derived fiiom 
foreign bodies as steroora^eous matter, pellots of worms, 
concretions of various kinds, and substances that have 
beeaswi^lowed ; or they may originate from organic lesions: 
and other causes are derived from the state of the oi^ns — 
spasm, inflammation, paralysis, deficiency of bile, of pan- 
creatic juice, or of the succus intestinalis. It has also 
been imputed to too rapid absorption, to habitual negUn 
geoce, to the use of dry and viscous aliments, too little 
drink, as well as to the abuse of acrid and irritating medi- 
^nss- It will at cmce be seen that though.different cases 
may present the common feature of constipation, the means 
required for its removal will be diversified^ In some cir- 
cumstances a large dose of opium will place the bowels in 
a state favorable to be acted upon by an aperient ; in some 
the abstraction of ..blood will render the. bowels, which 
before were extremely obstinate, easily susceptible to the 
action of purgatives; in some tonics are necessary, and in 
^oljrers the facility will be greatly increased by the appli- 
oation of a blister to the back« The followi^g axiom has 
Ween given for determining where the obstacle to the passage 
of excrement exists, '^ Quo silet borborygmm ibi quodcumque 
obataculumJ^ 

. In those affections of the digestive oi^ns which arise 
frcMn idiopathic derangement of the liver, and when organic 
lesion does not exist, the actions of the viscus may usually 
be restored by a due perseverance . in one of the plans 
mentioned above, eiiber alone, or combined with exercise. 



186 

Aheifui«ti0in't>£.the^lmT^ aretdetmgtd iwtwwmMmnisMm, 
4hB:memaB'mKL9$ b^iinodiftediitootdttig to<iheiBal)iiwo{>^ 
eMM;'.: Thereoare castm .of 'hcpatie idetangemedt In^^ndncii 
mercurials will avail nothing, indeed will {irowiiDntuitf 
•i^tn:in^«matt* dctoeik ^Deficient iiepatio Beoretioa^«U iocpor 
AftlM bow^Qhs fioiiDetima«'gite way io/ti veiysirilUngiflaaiiiiBt 
to increased 'iitiini:d«<ioa of dietetics. Their leieot is^ pBt« 
iiaps^'' mosli otmous .m the temperate and realuse. • Am 
^nsjxoLg 'sp^ntin/ eheerful society, drinking ^tvo «r vtima 
l^lsMses of wine> 1 have repeatedly known to aet on Uw 
iMfMitic system in the most salutary manner. T%iia^ how* 
lirer> is advice it would be dangerous to give very geneiaUyi 
UMi'V/iiM^ the habits of the patient cannot be relied .upon^ 
ii^'te '^ftfertoi supply the stimulus in a medicated fomb 
'Quittine> gen1iittn> oascarilla or calumbo, will on many ocee-r 
iions^^ooiote the hepatic and other secretions conoemed in 
di^stito/ and keep the bowels suffioientiy open .withont 
t^e^^nnployment of purgfttivesi indeed when purgatives Jkad 
ftiittd tO'ke^p vp steady action. 

«>^iti:«d 'neeessary, also, to bear in mind that iiis not only 
hiii>ittial- to some persons not to have diumaL esjpretioBS^ 
iMJit fheyare most healthy and oomfoitafale in .this state* > » 
Under the use of some kinds of diet^ too, thene js less 
esR^rementitious matter than under others* It has.. been 
said that persona subsisting pretty much on ;rioe hwe com"; 
^Tatively scanty dejeotions, and this circumstance hM 
given' rise to the idea of its properties being astringents' ■ 
^ When tiiere is irritation or flight inflammatitm in the 
d^aodenum^ mercury, I think, is usually injnrious. If there 
^ist 'Cfhronic infflammation, local Ueeddng, sdid ftiotion. with 
llhW antimonial ointment, will be found benefioial* As to 
iltedicine in these cases, and also in cases of imtaition» I 
kttolT' ctf <aone moro effj^ctnal than, a combioatiM pf sulpjbatei 
aiMt 'Carbonate of magnesia in imedecatie doses, giveaii^samei 
at<6ttiatic'Wat«r,')Or'in'theiniBS!nm»aninnitii3. or theiaolidiaitfk 
of hiagnesia with' chalhmixtiir% made jRRitb 8flmo>)avQmatiq 
^ater.^i^Siom0tiities>'tho'«ndtaiioivhas beeajsa^|pref^And'(;|i(e) 



liymifiufA^feaiiMis .sen jnidfiuie^ !tluti tiM^cretdcaoni'iBfartpRt 

miydiBdefiiike't«inl;.''ttBLd when applioaU6 to waooiMiiieMi^ 
ftffdsBsr.'I i^beUeve -that eongtdtita or- tshponic^iiiflfunilifttiwi 

^coBdndly^erxiBt. M ':.''.- 

7o<pi^ JofaftQnratkmS'. which have been made negarding IIm 
ikBT' 180*9 'a.^pHcable to tkose forms . of > dyspepsia ' which 
dopfepd upte some derangement ia the stomach or oth^ 
tnkcers^ ' If sympathetic, the primary disease must nec^s^ 
sarily be remoTed. before the sympathizing part will regain 
iik healthy Ainctions« The same means will not avail if 
the* affecition arise from cerebral plethora, or from seme 
Other disease in the head, as when its origin is renal er 
uterine. And if the gastric affection be idiopathic^ «oiiie 
i^eference must still be had to the various disorders of which 
the organ is susceptible ; and the fact that changes of 
«($rtioture are frequently indicated, at first, only by sign^ of 
functional derangement, should never be overlookedM Dp« 
Ma'r^aU Hall has very judiciously pointed out the necessity 
of distinguishing the mimosis chronica from the insidi^UA 
irpprdaeh of organic disease. Where there is a strumous 
diath^e^ the abdominal as well as the thoracic organs aare 
involved, and in the treatment regard must be had to the 
eoastiftutional tendency. 

i- The diet of persons labouring under any variety of dis*- 
eafte^^of "the digestive organs is certainly of great importance^ 
buft like every thing else in the treatment this must depend 
on the peculiarities of the case. To have only one system 
for adoption in these cases is as perfect empyriqism as to 
have only one medical prescripticm. The capabilities 9^ 
ih% stomach must be regarded as well as the congeniality 
of the supply, and proper intervals must be observed ; buti 
I must maintain that many adults, and many more at 
tmder age, cannot endure the long intervals of five or six 
h<mrs, which some practitioners seem to enjoin almost 
univa^ally. We observe this diversity in healthy children* 
I>' have lately been consulted respecting a youth at n^ 
l^y^airatoi^^ecbeol, a hoy of most mniable mind j»n4 
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^aduBtiiottA^ in his habits; wbo appears in perfect hedthi witJi 
the eiKception that about four hours after his meals he loses 
all power of exertion, his head throbs, and he is obUged to 
lie do\/frn. His eating a biscuit or dry crust prei^nts the 
attack. It is perhaps quite as necessary in the pres^it 
day to caution against protracted fastings, as against super- 
abundant and too frequent supply. 
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A PRACTICAL AND PATHOLOGICAL 

INQUIRY, &c. 



PART II. 

ON THE EFFECTS PRODUCED UPON REMOTE PARTS OF 
THE BODY, AND UPON THE MIND, BY DERANGE- 
MENTS OF THE DIGESTIVE ORGANS. 

Having adverted to several of the sources of derangemeut 
of the digestive organs, I shall proceed to point out some of 
the effects produced by that derangement on the function^ 
of other parts, some of them situated remotely from the 
organs primarily affected. i 

Though the effect be powerful, it often happens that 
the primary disease has come on so insidiously that the real 
cause of the phenomena to which our attention is directed 
has been totally unobserved. How often do we meet with 
instances of general constitutional disturbance, of acute- or 
protracted fever, or of disease in some particular tissue of 
the human fabric, the source of which had been some 
abdominal affection wjiich had not excited . the patient's 
notice. We shajl do well, however, to carry with us the 
recollection of what has been already stated, lest we impute 
too much to these viscera. Under a variety of asthenic 
.conditions the digestive organs may first suffer ; but it does 
not necessarily follow that their derangements are the cause 
of affections in other parts subsequently found diseased. 
The latter, as well as the former, may depend upon th^ 
diathesis ; and it is of great importance in practice to make 
this distinction^ 



ittsefblftyrttid 6t acqtiiring^ in/bnttatibn; I ^htilVih^reitAwpv^J^ 
imt, <m this part of Hie subject, the Bam^ pla^a as i« adopteci'iii 
ih^ |yrec6diiig pktt, ' addaeiiig> bnly* ^ticb xusei^ as 4iav^ f ftHmi 
under my own obiservutioh. Th^y will cdthibtt nb iio^6l<i^y 
hor afford mnth infotihatioii to men of estpetietice^ batth^^it 
defCails will, I hope, aftsist fte young praotitidiiory tod * tosl^ 
tend a little to smooth difficulties which sometimeiif bewilder 
the undterstatidlh^ and try the patience of praetitiottmis 
whose attainments both In diagnosis and practice ar^ of tKe 
highest order. • ' 

Affections of the head from derangement of the digestive organs* 

It has already been shown how intimately the stomach and 

head sympathize in disease as well ajs from Injury » From 

the anatomical connexion which subsists between these 

organs we cannot wonder at their reciprocal influence ; and 

tbodghlt id iny intention to confine mylelf prin<iipally to 

tbosfe aflf^tions of the head which ^dmit of remied^, yet tli*& 

dtE!<ie danse that intdtces derangement of function inay* lay 

the fiVundation of irrefmediable organie'lesioti> orniay oeoasioflr 

alletiatroti of the mental faculties. The phenomena) indeedy 

which' are Induced by derangement -of the digestive ofgfl(n#/ 

when considered in relation to the brain 8(nd neihrous systeui^ 

atolremarkably curious. A degree of derangement' isoard^y 

plnroeptible to the Individual himtf^lf, tiot only* ph^utito 

aifttual pain iii the cerebral 8tnicture> but occasionts %heixMNMf' 

e^ttiordihary illukions and susceptibilitiel^. Sorafe of t&e«»^ 

ctyctt^^tances will be delineated in the following oases^ and^ 

th& e^sperienee -and observation • of «very Miedieal ^man wttt^ 

ftftrish him'with ample col<^o4Kn^tioft<of what'hto jMt'btefl' 

'slWed.- '' ' "'• ■ •.'..<• I. •••,.••.}'/.■•■ ytc, 

'(Nothing oawmbre coAvincingl^ diow H^ g^eat/hnportAittii^^ 
of ^M^tion to the Atate Stills bow^iii, where lAiei« is k' tto»« 
di^y^Ho ^^eonttipatiotti than liie'^i%i7^i»dldiodi8''AiaiifiNi* m^ 
Which affiittiolia of the head> .supelrvinialg <ttiwtb0b^Q>£i|iMl 
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ilipatioiiy uttended: mth oon^anatively IMAle.iarccp^r^ni^iM^i 
ther^iadinridualNwiU 8onietkn«a.Qb8er?B that the.m^emc^. i9 
impatri^i the sight obscAiredy the baaring duU,.oir.tbf 4empei? 
ii^f^ble^ wUhgui. aay pther mdieatioia of : th^ hieml-p hieing 
^t^oted). .The»ei ^ymptomfr are .not ininaiiablj ^ooa/eot^d witb 
abdJ^nuioal d9r«Qg«iQ^nt. They oftQo arisQ fi;0i;^affe<^ti9M&<i>f 
tb^t I h^arty and other causes haine aja injfiueni^e in pi^i^ciiig 
^fHKb; but<g«3,^paUy> I beUeve, they are preceded, by spim 
denwgeKaent ia the functions of the li yer or s^iioentfMjy x^anaU 
When this derangement is not the difept cause> it heightens 
the susceptibility to the influence of other causes. Tbe^ 
following instance tends to elucidate these remarks. ' 

t 

Case 1. 

- 1 

Epilepsy from affection of the head consequent on deranged 

digestive organs. ./ m 

, .. .- f» i«%. 
; Miss H-?-*-v about tw^ity-six years of age^ genei^aUy! 
eogoyed good healthy with .the exception of habitaial eostiFfH 
9essv Thoiigih she kept some opening pills by hex., yet firo^i 
youthful .inconsiderateness she treated the constipatipii^ 
l^ghtly^ ^nd seldom took them except when really coina^eUed*! 
She was an assistant in a preparatory school /an4 iuvthe^ 
h^Uidays of 1826 she was twice s^zed with giddi^y^^^ l^i^ 
mm- recoTeri»g she went on as usual^ and re^urn^d; tp^ .h^; 
situation at the appointed time« Her bo;w^ls wm wei^j 
siWiewhat ]3e)exed» it: not. unfi^equently .happens ifch«^t yfhfski 
morMd a^ion- is produc^ed in the hrain^ however hi^Mfi^i 
may be^ ^, otmaiderafbtef change takea plspe. . in the , 4t«to i^fy 
the^nervous system, ^alui ocpasioiaB a corre^^po^ding QJil^^atiQH) 
ip'jihe visceral funptiona. , JBowek-pc^viously: yel^e4i Wk^ii 
become constipated, or if previously torpid, irritable,. /^f9lf 
elfeets ^cbiefly indueed' by ^ho#e •yisGer3rMtb^m^p}vef(»,jN'X)ie 
ssftt of disaa«ef) a«dr tke/;ioentte lOif tiyiiiipeitlQFiyi^ppfmfit?^) 
bei i^Pfmsfeirred. Therefc»e,..#hQiildj di^ftaftei««ffi<vur»ji 
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piM>tlraeledr derangemeiiti in ^tiie digeatm ocigHifr^'ripe • aifei sot: 
HMMsaitlyitoa'eliiiquifib fthi8i6|iiiiix>ii/ifroB'lliei8lipertwiioa^> 
ofitMs- aWMHudary jdiscilse itfaat/tot TV^Ueh «'we')impiitol it> 
cei(9edy or WMe a^ nenv^aibpect. < AneijDipGUiietier a§iictia» (ewe 
repeat) often- beoemes «'f«al distesey atid «<iienHr'sette8'<if( 
aetiiMB Btiay arisi^ from it. i It waS'SO'in 4dae case iniquefetita ; 
fbr asrlbe affection of»tke head a 'little develeped iibaelf^ audi 
issued' in epilepsy^ thoi^actions -of the ibovvtels underwent «: 
cottLplate change. No organic mischief had zeeulted ; rthe^ 
attacks of Epilepsy reoiured at distant interiraby and nonri 
haive' ceased altoge^er^ eo that the ladjr is again iundi^r* 
takingfthe euperxntendeiiGe of youtikfuleducotion* . « 
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Case 2^ 

CerehrcU congestion* 

\,>Wb$i^ C90uneincing practice^ twenty years ago^ I was 
admitted to a friendly connexion^ with a merchant of some 
eminencei but for some time was not employed by him 
p(^4ssioiiaUy .^ This gentlmtan becanie ill and -consulted a 
phy^oian disreputation- and experience; and being, thsnm 
habils of domestic interoour^ with the patient, he olbttL. 
detailed to me the symptoms and |HK>gress of his malatdy, and 
the proeeedings of l»s medical fiiend. He infonned^me ,tha(ti 
the disease was seated in the head, ai the. posteiKMr parti of 
which, for seyeral months, he had experienoed/ severe paini 
aceompsmiedwithrathw peculiar sensations. Every staphs 
took in walking, he said, occasioned him; a distressingisen^) 
sMion i& his brain, but whenev^ he stepped a littiekMKer • 
than he expected^ as for instance into a gutter,, he became i 
cotni^ised, and for the moment was nearly insensible. - fiUa* 
d€jectioii& were regular^ bat he experienced a sense of gtOKl') 
hefatan^ the epigastriic regimi conjoined with flatulenca^/ 
Tb/em)Sasuves tawhidbi ho had been directed -were'deMgned 
toi^meve plenitude of the cerebrali ve8sel^«>< Twine haiwa^o 
cfli,ppedj be W9S frepeatedly blistered^ and waaoeoasidnaUy't 
I^Hrg^dby merc^i^fand ath^ ca^rti^... .< f . . . ,i* . 

, ^Cieiiviag mi advaattage froiaivtbui OQurse^, <^f < .trieaimeoAt'i he i 



beenactive and.vigorous> and had been 'OMnpied'aiy aiaiiy 
wble and .generous I projects; but he now became wholly 
incapaiUejof mental exercises, and was harassed' by the' 
most painful forebodings' ofaberration of intellect. 
; As his family residence was in the village in which I then' 
resided) -conveniency of access, in conjunction with' the' 
ineffioiency of the plans hitherto employed, induced him tO' 
solicit my opinion and advice, which had been carefully 
withheld whilst he remained under the physician's care. - 

As the hepatic doctrine was prevalent in th^ schdol' ^t' 
which I. was educated, no merit is due to me for a&cribin^g* 
all the painful and perilous symptoms attendant on this case 
to derangements in the chylo-poietic viscera, and it was easy 
to derive from the habits of intellectual exertion, [and from 
the constitutional tendencies of the patient, a decisive sanc- 
tion of this opinion. On examining the excretions' too; 'it 
was evident that the biliary secretion was •unhealthy'; • ' 

The head, at the period of my being consulted, was in the* 
state described. The back part of it felt as if it werel tightly 
bound, and was painful. The vessels of the encephalon 
pulsated violently on the slightest exertion of mind, or ftom 
the' lea»k anxiety. The patient was of a rather full habit;' 
and, till abstinence was enjoined upon him by his physician, 
he had been accustomed to drink his three or four glasses 
of wine after dinner, but had never been addicted to greater 
excess. He was directed to take five grains of the pilula 
hydrargyri every other night, and an ounce and half of the ' 
mistura cretse three times a day to allay gastric irritatidn. 
The firs^ draught occasioned excessive nausea and vomiting', 
which continued for upwards of an hour. Whether any'' 
o^Mnbination in the stomach contributed to this effect, Or' 
whether it was purely accidental, could not be determined,' 
but'the patient supposed that he had taken a very powerfifl' 
emetic. On bfeing assured that this was not the case, h€(^w%iig • 
pysevariled- upon to repeat the medicine, and no^^ un^leasaAt' 
effects again resulted! Instead of continuing his plan t)f 
abstemious *Tid 'low difet he w'a* directed to live «s usttsil. 
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watching the powers of thestoiuMrhi and confining' hiMs^ 
daily to two glasses of winis* 

In a few days ihegastrto irritation was allayed. He was 
conscious of augmented strength, and did not experience so 
much of the uneasy sensation in his bead in walking. Instead 
of the cetaceous mixture he was now directed to take an 
ounce and half of bitter infusion with fiye grains of car-j 
bonate of ammonia twice a day, and after a little time a grain 
of calomel every other night was substituted for the former 
mercurial pill* At the expiration of three weeks thd affec- 
tion of the head was entirely removed; and though he 
continued to suffer flatidenee» and a degree of morbid irritaw 
tion in the stomach for some time longer, it -wholly oeased 
by perseverance in the (saoie means. 

I shall only remark on this case, that it demonstrates tbei 
^flSLcacy of persevering in a mildly alterative plan in ciroum- 
stancest whicht at first sight, would invite to depletion, though; 
wholly unavailing in such instances. If, however, cuppings 
had not been previously employed, it would have hem con- 
sideiedvproper to abstract blood by that means or by leeobes. 
It will sometimes be necessary io .do this repeatedly tO' re- 
lieve the oppressed brain ; but its effects must be closely 
watched, and such measures combined, as t^nd to adjust 
the organa of supply. These views will be elucidated by the* 
following case. 

Case 3. 

On the 25th of November, 1817, a young man, about 
twenty years of age, placed himself under my Care^ Hq 
informed me that for nearly two yearp he had undergone a^ 
most distressing affection of the head, in consequence of 
which he had been compelled to relinquish a good situatiopt- 
in an eminent banking-house. His appearimce was that of 
a tolerably healthy young man, and his understanding had. 
not been neglected. He c(Hnplained of throbbing in the 
temples, confusion of mind, and impaired memory. He wa» 
unable to stoop, and felt a sense of severe conousEtion of 
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brain from ereiy sudden and unguarded 8te|). Ifis appetite 
was good, but he had been accustomed to live temperately 
and regularly. His bowels were constipated, his tongue 
Hthet coat^y and he had considerable flatulaace* There 
was some irregularity also in the pulse. 

The inefficaoy of depletion alone had been fully asCer-* 
tained, but. as there existed evidence of cerebral congestion 
without apparently impaired power, ten ounces of blood were 
withdrawn. Although syncope did not occur, yet the pulse 
became very irregular 'immediately after the bleeding, and 
appeared to indicate that there was no great power of adap- 
tation in the heart. He was directed to take five grains of 
tile blue pill every other night, and the following morning 
a Sufficient quantity of the sulphate of magnesia to keep the 
bowels op«i« 

Afteir the blood, had stood for some time the serum pre- 
sented a milky appearance. This circumstance was observed 
in a case of irregular action of the heart already adverted to.* 

On the 3iA of December he informed me that in all 
re^)fects he was better. He was again bled to the extent 
of- ten oiunces, and was directed to continue the pills and 
salts as before. 

For a considerable time he had been annoyed by a puru- 
lent discharge from his right ear, for which a solution of 
sulphate of zinc with some tincture of myrrh was prescribed. 

On the 15th he again called upon me, reporting that for 
the two previous days his head had been rather more 
painful, the pain darting tl^rough. the temples from one 
side to the other. Efforts of thought were still irksome to 
him, though not to such a degree as before the commence- 
ment of Ihe present plan. The bowels were nu>derately 
Open^ and the tongue was clean. The puls^ was 90 and 
somewhat irregular, but there was no palpitation or uneasy 
feeling about the heart. 

Twdive. ounces of blood were abstracted and the irregu- 
larity in the heart's action was increased, but not so much! 

I JII H ■ III I ■ [ II I 11^ I.. ^ I I I -I I . . . ..II-.. 

• Vide page 101 . 
L 
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80 as on ' the first occasion, a cirqiimstance whieb showed 
that the force of the hearty and ike powers of the nervous 
syMeH^y were rather improrred. ' ^' 

'■' Hii was now directed to take two grfeiins'of Une pit) and 
three of aloes twice tt day, and 'fiMr* dayfa' aftermmls be 
tbferioied me that he was greatly relieved, indeed; that he 
had not been so comfortable for many montiis. Ele* ^^ 
severed in the use of the pills which kept his bowels gently 
open. Early in the following month l met him accidentally/ 
when he reported himself quite wMl: 

In this case I apprehend there was -ar'Strong tendency tky 
effvteion into the head. The long continuance of congestion 
niight lead to this^ and the irregular action^ of the- hea^ 
was rather indicative of its commenceiiient ; or; at ieasty th^ 
organ was reduced to a state of action rather favorable to it^ 
The affection of the head was the most promttient fenlure 
of the Case, but the constipation of the bowdls* had been 'tiMr 
9t^ symptom. Depletion of itself had failed to* remore the 
lierebral plethora, and probaMy the best adapted means' of 
i^egulating the dige^ive organs, unaided by such m4aBtijtei9 
as tended directly to relieve' the vess^ of the head^ wookl 
have been equally unavailing. ( -" 

- That bleeding and active purgatives will often' speedily 
subdue cerebral 'cbngestion, where it arises from^ sini^ 
plelhoYa, iu unquestionable ; but when the fotness of vesseb^ 
is conneicted with an unhealthy state of ihe nervous system; 
llie n^ult of disorder iu' the digestive cq^ns, the ft^queM 
pepetition of those menns will render the patient* more'susu 
ee|)tible of relapse. In the preceding case there was diaigen^ 
of essenjial mischief in the head ; the youi^'man bad cOn<^ 
siderable strength both of mind and body, and was not thei 
subject of morbid susceptibility ; therefore the ocoasieaas^ 
withdrawment of blood was decidedly beneficial. Viovmmtp 
such a case must not be drawn into a precedeat inrthe treat«4 
ment of symptoms, perhaps very analogous, bnt-^oocteffnagj 
in a person of a different tempemment^ llie ibUowuig in^l 
stance will serve as a proper contrast, and it shorws' >th'e> 
common effects of bleeding in a nervous subject. ^ * > *--■■• 
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A fish salesman; about thirtj^ve. years of age> and of a 
pltfihotic ffaabit|. oitf^n cooKuUed me ireepectingi an aJfiPection 
of the head. When at market he was rather frequently, seiaed 
with vertigo and loss of recoUection^ and being gveatly 
alanned at these aitaoks, he had been accustomed to seek 
immediate relief by bleeding, or cupping. Although not 
addicted to. any great excess in drinking, he pampered a 
craving appetite greatly too much ; for not unfrequently he 
ate animal, food three times a day, and sometimes four. 
The paroxysms of cerebral afifection were usually preceded b}^ 
aeidity of the stomach, by excessive flatulencci by tenderness 
across the epigastric region, and by very dark*ooloured and 
offensive stools. . He was extremely hypochcmdriacaly and 
very Apprehensive of deaUi, and therefore whenever he be^ 
eame eonscktus of throbbing in the .head, especially if \1^ 
were acoompanied with giddiness, he. importuned .for thet 
lancet; and not seldcmi when his wishes were not coxx^pUed 
with, he/ resorted to the cupper, and ootdered him to take^ 
away ten or twelve ounces of blood. Whenever this practice 
was repeated at short intervals, as for instance, of a few 
weeks, the affection, of the head invariably recurred more 
frequently. Besides, it not unfrequently . happened that; 
^e abstraction of blood either left him without any mitiga- 
^ko'oi.tbe attack, or with an increase of tbrol^bing and 
aciieitude. ' Sometimes, ind^d, he was benefitted- by ja. 
ViOderate'loss of. blood ; but the oi^ly method of affording 
SKuy continued amendment was first tQ evacuate the bowels, 
and then 'to pursue an alterative plan. • Five grains of tho 
blue pill, or a grain of calomel taken eve^ other night, with^ 
SNune bitter infusion and liquor potassse twice a day, were 
of igreat service to him ; observing, . however, great modera-*.. 
tioain diet« iBy th^s^ means he was not only relieved from 
pieseut inconvenience, but he generally insured an immunity ; 
for s^Mme months^; indeed, this immunity usually Is^ted, 
till'tho /digestive organs ^beoamci unable to perform the ex^; 
cessive duty to whieb the patient's improper habits subjected: 

L 2 
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them^and then morbid ^usceptilttiity>andtfprorof conscieiice, 
greatly aggravated bis other, symptoms,,^ .,.,.,, .,, 

In the early part of pfiy att^ndajnce on ijii^ geiitl^man, he 
ikol^ me that he had been. apQustomed to calo^^l^/aiid often 
tooic it in dof es oj^two or, three grains every other night: 
b\it. undec the continued use of mercury in this dose^ th^ 
^topls, never ceased to he, green and ^imy, and consequently 
the general health was not much amended. Sometimes it 
brought on pain in the liver which had not previously ex*" 
isted* It has already been observed that where there is a 
tendency to chronic hepatitis, though pain had not been 
suffered, the symptoms will be rendered more acute by the 
free exhibition of calomel, and a great degree of constitutional 
irritation may be* induced. 

In a paper published in the Medical . Repository a few 
years ago, I pointed out some of the evils arising from calo* 
mel and scammony, and other stimulating and exciting 
purgativeSp in. certain chronic affections. of the digestive 
organs. In -consequence of that article I was called upon 
and ponsulted by an individual who related the following 
particulars* 

Casb 5. 

ft 

Impaired memotyfrom mercury in excess. 

The gentleman informed me that he was a medical student, 
about twenty years of age, from a provincial, city, and that 
after having tried measures recommended to him in the 
country, he had been under the management of the late Dr> 
Curry. The doctor attributed all his complaints to functional 
derangement of the liver, and prescribed medicine of which a 
nightly dose of calomel formed the essential part The 
patient long persevered^ the moUth became affected, and 
moderate ptialism was kept up under the physician's dii»c- 
tion. Several months elapsed without advantage, indeed, 
the young man found that in addition to the disordered 
state of the digestive organs, the head became painful and 
the powers of memory were greatly iinpair|ed. 
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When this geiiflfeman called on me he had desiiited* from 
-medicine for some time except taking an occasional aperieht 
to correct aii irregular state of the bowels. H^ siif^ed a 
degree of flatulence/ and occasional acidity, and his a]ppetite 
was capricious, though in every respect these affi^tions trere 
less troublesome to him than when he was under die use of 
mercury. The prominent subject of complaint with him 
now was his loss of memory, a circumstance he wholly attri- 
buted to the excessive employment of mercury.' He said 
that formerly he enjoyed considerable retentiveness of 
memory, but now he could scarcely retain any thing, and 
topics with which previous to the use of mercury he had 
been quite familiar, haid totally escaped from his recollection. 
He was also constantly annoyed with tinnitus aurium. 

It was still evident that the functions of the liver were in 
a great degree suspended, and therefore he was recommended 
to use the pilula hydrargyri in the dose of three grains every 
other night, and to take forty drops of the nitro-muriatib 
acid twice a day in some decoction of sarsaparilla. ' ' 

' At the expiration of a month he informed me that tfaei 
functions of the Uver were restored, that the affection of th^ 
head was greatly mitigated, and that the powers of the mind 
were developing. He therefore needed no other incitement 
to persevere^ but an intimation was given him that the occa- 
sional omission of the mercurial might now be advantageous. 

The preceding facts were rendered more important from 
the circumstances of another case relative to which I was 
consulted about a week afterwards, the particulars of which 
I shall very briefly relate. 



Case 6. 

A very intelligent young lady, about twenty-six years of 
age, had combated all the difficulties incident toa delicate 
constitution, and, being the only daughter of a respectable 
tradesman, no means had been spared to effect her restora- 
tion. It was evident that the digestive organs were greatly 
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deranged, and supposing that she had disease in the liver 
she was attracted by the specious publications of a gentle- 
man who thto resided at die west end of town^ but' who hais 
recently migrated to an.invalid oity« Slated been familiar 
with disappointment, for she might truly be said to have 
'^' spent much on many physicians without benefit.** This, 
therefbre, was a common feeling, but she expressed very 
great regret at having adopted the advice of this gentleiMsi, 
** because" said she ^ he gave me so much mercury as to 
impair my memory as well as to injure my confititutieml'* 
Although decisions of this nature are involved in much 
uncertainty, yet here there was sufficient evidence to warrant 
the inference. It is true that this lady derived only tempo- 
rary advantage from any plan of treatment. Her constitution 
clearly indicated a strumous diathesis, and the affoction of 
the digestive oi^ans partook of it. To a temperament of 
this kkxd mercurial excitation is particularly unfriendly. 

I ' did not attend this lady professionally till the time 
aHuded to, and as it was adviseable to send her into the 
country she remained under my care but for a very short 
time. Thiit short time, however, enabled me to ajscertann 
that she Was greatly irritated by mercurial remedies, exoept 
when they were exhibited in the mildest forms, in very smsM 
doses, and at distant intervals. Whenever she took as mueh 
as two grains of calomel, or when a single grain was^fven 
for two or three successive nights, there was either a great 
deficiency in the secretion of bile, or the secreted fluid was 
unhealthy. On the contrary, when three or four grains of 
the hydrargyrus cum creta, or of pilula hydrargyri were 
given every third night, the ftinctions of the liver were 
greatly assisted. 

When there is a prevailing disposition to cerebral conges^ 
tton, occasioning violent pain and throbbing in the head, 
accompanied with sickness, I have known permanent coun- 
ter-irritation an important auxiliary in the treatment. 



151 

Ca8b7. 



/ I 



Advantage of counier^rritation, 

' ■ * * 

Some years ago I was consulted by a young lady who 
evary we^ or fortnight yfr^A attacked with most yioleot head- 
achy so that whilst it ooatiixued she was compelled ta seclude 
herself from light and noise, and to lie in bed during the 
whole day. The bowels were generally confined, and during 
the attacks the vomiting was so constant that she threw up 
every thing tdcen into the stomach. From the habitual 
constipation there was reason to believe that the cause of the 
cerebral affection was seated in the digestive organs; but 
purgatives were of no avail, nor was the abstraction of blood 
apparently beneficial. Somewhat wearied by efibrts to benefit 
this young lady, I proposed the formation of an issue on the 
upper arm; and the taking of a grain of calomel every tl^iird 
nigktw This plan was completely successful. From withui 
a week aflber its institution the bowels became more manage- 
.able than they had been before the establishment of counl^iv* 
mitation, the calomel produced a much more salutary 
,effact, and she remained perfectly free from the attacks: erf* 
;«^phalalgia. 
: J shall ^d another case of a more severe description. 



Case 8. ' '' 

> t 

A young man whose bowels were habitually costive, and 
in whom the biliary secretion was very dark-coloured, became 
the subject of cerebral plethora. This state of vasculav ple- 
nitude maxufested itself sometimes in rendering him morose 
and reserved, sometimes in exciting dull headachy and at 
others a severe headach acc9mpaEued with pulsation* , He 
had repeated attacks of mental derangement, and twice he 
became the subject of furious mania. During these parox-* 
ysms be was repeatedly bled either firom the arm or by 
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thfopvmyMn wore overcome by a viei^ imdeinto «h|ft«iu^f^r 
ofiibbiod* Hirbjr .applying 'c^btlotmiia to tb^ ftlmd^^^iplpi 
and pui^ng. Blistering the 'sealp had been rep^i^^^ly 
uaefnl to hinii but this could not be made a p^nnm^t 
m^iaure* In tbe inteorvale of theattacks^ eveiy tbing tbal^ 
diet and mildly alteaeatiye medicinea coidd effect waa tried. 1^ 
psevent a recurrence^ but in rm^ A aeton was then' inserted 
in the badi of the neek, paying attenticm es, befonvto , tbd 
atatepf the. digeatire organs by luiinitating doaea cf s|v?Fc^ry 
and an occaaienal aloetic pilL . Nothing conld, be mpre 
satiafactory than the> result. The functiona of.thebmin. 
were gmdaally derelopedy and those of the digestive orgs^ 
^^re regulated with greater facility* Wit^ the exception, of 
slight , eccentricity the patient now ^joya that which is th^ 
gfeatest -of earthly .blefisinga^«—^/ii 9ana in corpofe, sana* t 
T .Ini.faoth.^sef/caeea the affectioA pf the head .appelated »^ > 
originate in the derangement of the digestiTe organs^ h^. 
afterwaida .reaction occurred. Under these cifcumstancea 
we ^often have cases difficult of managementi and frpm ia . 
edited state of the nervous system may be led to suspect 
the existence of great vigour where it ia only sini^Llated* 

The pathological principles alluded to in the preceding 
observations, showing the reaction of cerebral on abdominsd 
affections, may be still farther elucidated by the ensuing 
facts. 

Case. 9; ' 

.... , . . 1 1 

: MiBs M^^f set* 19| reeiding. a few miles frdm town, came 
tome^on^the 10th of November, 1830k She.had been india^ 
pbaad for two yeacs, but during that time tixe oatameoia had. 
ulHially been regular^ The bowels wese habitually confined* 
Sii6;complai2ied of'pain sometimes in ihe right hypeehonr 
dfimn and .at others in the left*. She- had a senae of 
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iflttfeMNkto "^rf 4)t^lH 1^« tongue furred^ ike mindrdcJMted; 
axfti^fSte^^app^tite^c^tpiitfOttB* She could give me vo.mcM^Tit> 
of^the"at>^esM»6e^ theexcT0lioii8. ^ 

'From her reeiliil it appeared that bleedis^ and other 
appropriate means had repeatedly been emjdoyed) but they 
bad not'beeii adequately persevered in, nor used with consist 
teticy. 'There hafd biBeki a want of settled principle so essen^^ 
ti^ly necessary in the treatment of ohromc diseases. 

V It ^appeared to me that the state of the head was kept up 
by the dlscnrdered condition of the digestive organs, but that 
the disturbed functions of the head now contributed in their 
tarn to increase and perpetuate irregular action in the viscera 
pHmarily deranged. In conformity with this opinion tbf^ 
amplication of six leeqhes to the temples was directed ; and 
she was advised to take five grains of the blue pill everyi^^ 
ot&er 6iglit and saline aperients conjoined with inftisioft of 
cidobibo three times a day. "-^ 

^ O^ the 18th she paid me anoiher visit, and reported 'her« 
8^ '^very slightly better. The d^ec^ions she found wevetf 
black, and were extremely fetjd. The bowels, it appeared^ - 
were still scarcely open enough. 

R Pil. Hydr. 

Ext. Coloc. Comp- aa gr. v. M. ft. 
pilulcB ij. altema quaque nocte sumendae. . 

A mixture nearly the same as that formerly prescribed was 
directed to be continued, and the leeches to be repeated. 

On tbe 31)th I again saw her. She had persevered in the 
plan and was much better. The head was greatly rdieved« * 
Tbe countenance, previously dejected, was now cheerful, and 
the cough had ceased. The bowels w^e open but not 
irritated*, Th^^ stools were more natural in . colour. The^ 
fit^ucncy of pulse had diminished and the appetite was> 
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inere unifofin^ IniA* she . coi^miBd toCfeel^Mfnie^i^tiiewi 

- The neceBflity of- vantioii witfe-rcttpeot ta 4iet> . bolb • ftfi to 
qiMuitily fii|d qoalstyy ^mm urged np&ik tkue patieAt« .She.iviiB 
Adrised tb repeat the leieohes and t(» eontmue the sMie 
medieiaes. 

Oa the 13th of December she called on m^ agaia with the 
same (hvorable report, but the bowels were iiot erea now 
adequately open. A little- ti&ctiure of senna waA>ad4ed to 
the •mixture. 

' On the 23nd she reported herself slowly amending^ hut 
now complaiBed of occasional pain in the right. :seapula. 
The head Was nearly well^ but the bowels had becomeirrita- 
ble, and there was occasional acidity in the stomach, 'there- 
fore the plan of proceeding was varied to five grains of th^ 
'blue pill every other night and the foUowii^ mixture in the 
day. 

R ' Liq. Potassae Jiss. 

Tinct. Card. Comp. Jss. 
Infus. Calombae Jxi. M. Sumat 
^ cocliL maj. iij. bis vel ter die^ 

JFrom this period her improvement* was steady, and .in about 
a. fortnight she was quite well. 



Case 10. 

Mr. C^ W. also mineteen years of age^ very^ tall, an^ not 
generally strong, consulted me on the 19th of June, 1825u 
He informed me that his stomach and bowels for si^me 
time had not been in a healthy state, and now he cem|da9Qed 
of violent oppression at the chest and ^gastrium^ with.a 
somewhat hysterical sensation in the throat. The boweb 
were cojafined. He also had violent pain in the bead, and 
occasional jAunges through it. The pain was increased by 
exertion of body, and by stooping, rather than by mental 
exercises. light was irksome, his tongue was coi^^d, and his 
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pidge *iK>t iftbOT^' 6(X Leeeiwa- and ' purgatiraiy* w hIietBr 
between the shoulders^ and keeping tlie headcool'tiroce'fint 
'4^iort<Ml'to'; but^ tftfito ""eaqniation' of a fortuglit' K)r{ three 
•weeks he hfeid^ fainediittle. About t^n ounees of Uood 
^w^e then ^itlidrawn by the laneet. It prodsced syncope, 
bnt the advantt^e was great. The sense of oppression at 
4;he chest and epigastric region, and the hystericsd sensation 
4n the throat nearly left him, being felt only at intervals, 
€md the head itself continued mnch better. Still be remakied 
in a weak state. On being occupied in the ^ counting 
house for a short time, or walking only a short distance, or 
iiscending the stairs, brooght on pain in the head. His 
rest was rather disturbed, his tongue remained furred, the 
bowels were torpid, and die pulse continued slow. Not 
tinfrequently the annoying sensation in the throat came on 
after ' eating. He was taking at this time some blue pill 
with cathartic extract every other night, and a tonic mixture 
rendered slightly aperient, in the day. It was difficult to 
act on his bowels, and these means were not too powerful. 
Though he rather wasted in body yet the symptoms were on 
the decline, and he had become so much better in August 
as to undertake a journey to Ramsgate. After spending a 
fbrtnight at this watering place, he returned home greatly 
amended. Nevertheless, he still had an impleasasot senr 
sation in the throat, nor was the head wholly free from 
pain, and he sometimes noticed considerable throbbing of 
the whole arterial system. I did not consider him well 
^enough to resume his occupations, but advised that whilst 
paying great attention to diet, and to the bowels, he should 
return to the coast. He went to Brighton, whence he came 
hbme, at the expiration of about three weeks, quite well. 

This state of the constitution in young persons is very 
common, and often gives rise to perplexing as well as pain* 
ftil derangements. They have not yet acquired the full 
vigour of manhood. . The circulating system is easily 
disturbed, and owing to the strength of youthful passions 
and feelings the nervous system is exposed to powerful 
excitements. The appetite is keen, and ofteii indulged 
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tHiyolid the pbwoim bf i3te Btbmkeh to ^sppr^pi^ittte. Th^ 
bowels are eoiistipated, partly perhaps frdm liegldst; Aottgh 
generally from deficiency of hepatic secretion: whilst neither 
the ^fMtity nwtheqeaiitKy «f tiieingtttavaite mn^ 
The head participates. npt only from the common relatioB 
subsisting between it and the gastric organs, but likev^se 
from the powerful and heightened feelings of which youths, 
especially those who do not eiljoy robust health, are often 
the subjects: and. in general, owing to nervous irritability, 
the heart palpitates violently even fVom slight emotion or 
exertion. In the young female this state is often attended 
with irregular action of the uterus. The affection of the 
head frequently presents so much the form of acute disease 
that we may be tempted to employ unwarrantably active 
measures. The abstraction of a little blood may be neces- 
sary, but it is in reality an asthenic affection ; and whilst 
l^leedingis employed to remove oppression or to lessen one 
cause, of, nervous excitement, such^means must be adopted 
as tend to strengthen the system without stimulation, pay- 
ing at the same time great attention to the excretions* 
Mperal acids, bark or bitters^ combined with a little neutral 
salts, or the infusion of rhubarb, I have often found of great 
service; and where a more active purgative is needed Qii 
pilula aloes composita is very useful. The quinine is aii 
excellent medicine under these circumstances. It will often 
be found on relieving the head, and gently exciting the 
action of the liver by a few grains of a mild mercurial' 
preparation, and strengthening the system, that the consti^ 
pation will be overcome without any necessity for aperients.' 
The following pills have been repeatedly and extensively 
beneficial in the state alluded, particularly among my 
young female patients: 

R Pulv. Aloes • 

Ferri sulphatis aa gr. xxv 
Pulv. aromat. 

4 

Mollis aa 3ii Misce et divide in * 

pilulas XXX. 
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X:wo of ;^be9e.may .be tfike»: twicp a day if th0y do nqp 
irritate tbft bqweWi ., . , . .. ..j 

^ >' ^j^ro^nia jfSroin) derangement ^iht dige$iwc tJtg^tm* * ^ 

, TbaA 'exaaiples of that form of iUusiou iiicluded by Cull^n 

• '•■•'' * ' ' ■.>._■ ','*■*■ 

uiider. tbp appellation onjeirodyniax tUid by Good (in.ni^ 
oxoellent treatise on nosology) under that.of parpniiia^ arise 
from repletion, and from derangement in the functions of 
digestioni will not be questioned. The fertility and viviclnes^ 
of the fancy under certain forms of indi^osition is^ not* 
merely calcula^ted to amuse the social circle^ but affprd?, a 
subject of the deepest interest to the philosopher* S^me^ 
times even in wakeful hours^ aided by the (Solemnities of 
loneliness, but more frequently during the season of dis- 
turbed slumber, the forms of persons are distinctly por- 
trayed.before the mind, and life and the power of rational 
intercourse ^e in^>arted to these ideal creations. ^ Although, 
instances- of idle and wandering abstraction,, of illusion 
during sleep, of t9lking and of walking in sle^p^. apd of 
^ightmare^ .are piost frequently dependant on gastric of; 
i|:]ttestinal irritation, yet they are sQ^ietimes, Occasioned by; 
idiopathic affections of the head, and not unfrequently 
Qome of thesi^ symptoms are the precursors of insanity. . . . , 
I find the following case in my rminute \)ook, ]tt i^ 
entitled at its .commencement oneirodynia siomachicay^ h\xt, 
in the sequel the patient became deranged^ and ffipm.t^^.. 
postmortem examination there is reason to suppose that, 
whatever influence the abdominal viscera may ha^e .had at, 
the early. part of the cerebral affection, the conditio^ of .t^e^ 
head was in no ^mall degree dependant pn organic disease , 
of the heart. ^ 

Case 11. 

Disease in the brain, and contracted annulus venosm. 
Miss P— — , thirty-six years of age^ of a dark pom- 
plexion, and having, a dejected and ill-tempered countenance, 
complained of uneasiness in the stomach, with extreme 
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ikprMRiQi^of ndnd^ and excessive' Aridtiibili^^ . fi}id»itftd ire^. 
quGQt sensatioiui of heat and fulnesa in dii£feriot parts, of l&e 
body, bui wbea these parts were touched by another person 
they did not .communicate any sense of haiglitened tempeiV' 
ature. The bowels were rather confinedi the appetite was 
impaired^and the enietations were acid. There Mras pasn in 
Ae foreUaady and oocasionally.fldight confusion of mind. The 
£^ usually were <^old« The pulse was 06 and modecately^ 
i^t(' Whenever she ajtteraptbed to sleep she was roused: by. 
violent startingSy occasioned by .the most, horrific dreams 
and visions* She had tried bUsters and some domestic rjeme* 
dies without any good effect* Under these civcnmstanecBi 
I was consulted on the 19th of July, 18 13, and reoommendBd' 
a ^grain-of eal<»ael to be taken every other nigikt^iaDd some 
intoion of^ roses and sulphate of magnesia three times ti 
day* With the 'first pill she > took aisalinedraui^t, audi 
did not ceiomence her mixture till the following day... She. 
cs^dyeda more eomfoitaUe night, and aeepmed moie tranquil:, 
in the mOlmiiig* The bowels had' been moved oncey imt. 
^y wisre .fiiterwards kept freely open by the neutral, aaltsii 
By the 85|h she wa»so. much better, in every respoel, ijuli. 
I .discoiltinued my attendance. i :^. 

I did not see this lady again during her life, bnt^haiving'^ 
heard of Mt decease on the 2dth of September, !• oblsainedt. 
permission to eacanune the body. Before proceeding, .to thei 
inbpeetion > the following report was* given nxe^ After rvsf it 
attendance ^ in< July she left home for awhile . and seemedl 
much better, but at length the illusive visions returned; she; 
complained of violent pain in the vertex but extending ito 
theforehead and occiput, sometimes aflfecting< one part aiorec 
thfUn anther. She had frequent flushings, and for monthsr^ 
no menstruation. Though constipation was so . ev«lentl|ri' 
cocmected with the early symptoms the bowels were reported 
to have been perfectly tegular during the latter p^od^t . 
confinooing a remariL already made on the changes liithiisk t 
take place on the d^velopement of cerebral disease** At one t 



. J J 1 - — \ — ■ ■ ■- — ^ . ^ ..»■■ .1. _^ — .^ . ■ . .^ _ . ^ . . 

... • Vide. .page 141* . . . . . •»; 
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poEtedjtke pow6ffir * of tlie^nxbid -■ ^mre «(^ iMlwiMefed, ' «vm m 
tiie day^Tthatiit vim jutted necMfifltrffa cairfnie'licr/ ttid:^ 
die was) iit' & iimntlc asylum for tiiree weeks; Fmh tlnr 
pfianod to tho'timeiof death she did not regain tbecomot^ 
6Kercise of her mental faculties* . • . . I 

' JkommiilicMi. -The dura mater was almost insepaarahly 
cotmeclxd with the skuli^ particularly throughout the upperi 
part of. the heady and the Tessels in the membrane wem^ 
unusually turgid. The pia mater was slightly inflamed 
under the os frontis, to about the extent of the palm of the 
hand^ extending on each side of the longitudinal sinus. 
Tbeiewere likewise patches of inflammation or consceatiaii 
in other parts of thk membrane. . 

, The peritoneal coat of the intestines was slightly inflamed* 
The spleen was enlarged to double its ordinary size.. The 
mueoi^s coat of the stomach was reddened by petechisB and- 
eoebymosis .^specially at its cardiac orifioei but the same 
appearance extended some way up the oesophagus. The- 
pericaidium. contained about an ounce of fluid* The annu- 
lus ventbsus of the left side was contracted to a mere fissUP^ 
aibout half an v,inch in laigth, and whai^ dilated was net' 
capable of admitting more than the little jBinger. The* 
ci|«usiilef exice of this aperture wcus considerably tiuckenedi 
atkd tile cameae columnee were contracted, . The lining' 
miknbfaae of the auricle was more opaque than usual, 
clesprly' evincing that chronic inflammation bad exist^dv^ 
The aortieTalres were so much thickened as to pretent 
tht^ir having any valvular eflect. 

ThM is not the only case in which subacute inflammatory: 
aiction in the brain had apparently been excited in conse* • 
quenoe of derangements of the digestive organs; and the 
afiection of the bead, commencing in* disordered action^ we 
hiave already said, may end in serous efFusionsy thickening 
of the membrane^ or other organic lesionsr occasionally, 
teby the disease advances so as to destroy the natural struc- 
ture^ With but slight expression. The disease in the heart 
appeared to have arisen from chronic inflammation as well 
as the changes in the brain, and though the impediment to 
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thecm^ral and abdondml a&etiotiB^it «eenui ; jnottabkr 

from the history of the symptoms that - dersDgemeiit in tb& 

orgtns of digestion had htid the foundation of ^thaiesiaw 

in other parts. * 

Disorder of the digestive organs, as a cause of ii»amty/ 

has been well appreciated^ I shall therefore only ^add olie 

example in which it evidently was the exciting cause. 

» 
Case 12.. . . 

• On the 26th of March, 1812, 1 was r^uested to feee MrsV 
B— , fifty years of age, and remarkably loquacious. Though' 
extremely emaciated and weak she ate with an unilstial 
appetite. §he inherited a disposition to mental alieniaition, 
for her mother was for some time confined in' a lunatic 
asylum, and in- other branches of the family a teiidency to 
the same disease had been evinced. For soihe tiiHe she had 
complained of pain about the epigastric region. 'The intes- 
tinal Evacuations were very irregular and fetid. The head 
during this time felt giddy, and the memory was impaired. 
The lady with whom she lived began to notice many 
iniconsistencies in her conduct, and also that she was much 
inclined to sleep. She likewise observed spasmodic twitch- 
ings of the muscles* 

When I visited her the pulse was 90 and strong, and the 
tongue covered with a brownish fur, and moist. Paiii and 
tenderness were felt about the stomach. The bowels w^re 
relaxed and the dejections offensive. She complained of 
headach and giddiness, the eyes looked wild, and there 
were other evidences of mental disturbance. 

Adhibeantur hirudines xii, temporibus, et impo* 
natur empl. lyttse inter scapulas. 

R Hydr. Submur. gr. vi, 
Extr. Col. Comp. 3ss, 
Sapon 9j . Misce et divide in pilulas 
xii; quarum sumat iij. alterna quaque nocte. 
Small doses of Epsom salts were taken in the intervals. 



' Om4i»mkl mmk^nm^i tlwiMM^ad paw^aa b t pl oB o 
i^bb^.l«^k«]ig.Jmce8^Qf|%.^4td wttbfipt coimaiion,. aadthe, 
«BDdraueiite< weie ▼(Nded in the bed. A blister, was applied to 
IhsilMftd^ and she eimtuiu^4 the. QMixtufa and jhUb. 

After the application of the blister to the scalp she became 
beth caknr and ratioiial. She expressed herself aa feeliag 
extrefliely ureaky and /as haTiog much pain in her head- She^ 
took soHM iMdorishmieiit.aiiLd her length iacreafiedi but after: 
continuing in this state for a few days she relapsed into her 
former condition, with a lujcid interval every other or third 
diqrv The. piiU^ Vjaped beti(ireen 80 and 100^. but was some- 
wbftt irregular* 

. By the 7th of April the tongue which had been dry 
becam(s moist ai^d clean, and the stools ceased to be 
iATo}unt^ry< 

The blister on the head was still kept open. On alternate 
days she took n dQse of calomel and jalap; and a lightly 
strengthening mi:(ture every six hours. 
. Although rational on the 9th the following day the mind 
was confused, but not so entirely as on former occasions^ 
and she was less disposed to talk. On the 11th she appeared 
mu,cb better. She had improved in bodily strength. The 
appetite was. good, cui4 the pulse, though weak, was regular. 

She was now allowed to take half a pint of porter and one 
gl^s of wine daily« 

From a few days subsequent to this report the faculties 
remained unembarrassed.. She persevered in the use of her 
tonic medicine, until her strength was recruited. 

By the end of April she represented herself as quite well, 
with the exception of feeling weak. She particularly ex- 
pressed herself relieved of the complaint at her stomach from 
which sh< said that she suffipred much for a long time prior 
to being laid up. , 

Where there exista the hereditary disposition to insanity, 
no circumstance is of greater importance than maintaining 
healthy actions in th^ digestive organs.. Derangements in 
them form a most fertile source of cerebral and mental 
disorder. 

M 
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The following case of illiftsion k Of a' mildei* ilbiraot^r, tint 
is very descriptive of the common- source of apparilitma.- 

Case 13. 

Apparitions. 

On the 8th of February, 1808, I was consulted by an 
individual, who being unable to give any very escplicit 
account of his indisposition felt a little embarrassment on 
presenting himself for my advice* He was consoiott»'<rf 
some affection of the head, but it was so exceedingly slight 
that he regarded it as scarcely worthy of notice* The- cir^ 
cumstance that most annoyed him was the nightly appear- 
ance of apparitions. He distinctly saw the figures of persons 
at his bedside, and held conversations with them; iind^he 
assured me that if his judgment had not opposed the 'idea 
he should have considered his house as haunted. 

On careful inquiry and exacoination I fbund that the 
man's tongue was somewhat coated, that his excretions 
were of an unhealthy colour, and that - his bowels were 
rather irregular ; therefore, I had no doubt that the ghostly 
visitors were bilious phantoms. He was advised to take six 
grains of the blue pill every other night, with a slightly 
stimulant bitter combined with a little carbonate ^of am- 
monia twice daily. A blister was also applied inter ^capHlds. 

After having taken two doses of the pills he suffered no 
farther inconvenience from visions. 

In this instance the evidence of hepatic derangement 
was but slight, not enough to attract the observation of 
the patient himself; but the analogy of the circumstances to 
numerous cases of the same kind, in which similar pheno-' 
mena had occurred from disorder in the liver, led me ti» 
attribute the nightly illusion to that cause. The. speedy 
removal of the annoyance, under the simple means employed^ 
confirmed the inference which had been deduced. Though 
in humble life the patient was an intelligent man, and 
neither credulous nor superstitious. He therefore wis^y 
inferred that what appeared to be a deviation froiti the 
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ordinft^ coarse of oatura must necessarily be owing, to 
some error in Idh own perceptions. It will be found, I 
believe, that derangement in the functions of the digestive 
organs is the most prolific source of the phenomena of 
ghostSy usually ascribed to supernatural agency. Their 
appearance, indeed, is frequently connected, in the most 
plausible inanner, with events. This often happens from 
the mind's having dwelt in earnest and solicitous expectation 
of the event; or it might have resulted from accidental 
coincidence ; but much, more frequently they are connected, 
post f actum, by persons who delight in telling what is 
marveBous. 

Case 14. 

On the 11th of June, 1817, 1 was consulted by Mrs. E— , 
about forty-three years of age, who for eight months had 
been unwell. She experienced pain and soreness in the 
epigastric region. Sometimes her countenance was sallow. 
She had occasional sickness, and pain between the shoulders. 
The urine was sometimes high coloured, at others it pre- 
sented a milky cloudiness. The alvine excretions were 
regular, the appetite was moderate, and there was no impe* 
diment to respiration. She was excessively disturbed at 
night by phantoms. Though the functions of the uterus 
continued regular, an eminent physician-accoucheur, under 
whose care she had been for a long time, attributed the 
affection to what he termed the " change of life," b^t no 
advantage had been derived from the various plans resorted 
to. 

. Suspecting the symptoms to arise from hepatic , turges- 
Cence, with congestion in the vessels of the stomach and 
bowels, she was recommended to abstain from, animal foQ4 
as well as from all fermented liquors; and to take two 
grains of calomel at bedtime, and a dram and half of 
Epsom salts twice a day. On the following day the bowels 
wer^ opened ieight times, and the feces resembled yest. 
She afterwards had very little pain and felt sick only once, 
but great tendemeos yet remained in, the epigastric region. 

m2 
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On the 13th the pill was repeated and she continued tho 
salts as before, and on the 17th she reported herself nearly 
free from pain in the stomach. The soreness in the epiga»« 
trie region had abated and the bowels were moderately 
open. She experienced some pain, however, in the back and 
left hypochondrium, and she had still but little appetite. 

The state of congestion having apparently become con- 
siderably lessened, she was directed to take a grain of calo- 
mel every other night, and twice a day she took some bitter 
infusion with a little sulphuric acid, (allowing some hours 
to intervene between taking the acid and the mercurial) 
and was permitted to eat a little animal food. In a few 
weeks she was perfectly well, emphatically describing her- 
self as being, in point of health, much beyond her expec- 
tations. 

In cases of this kind a few doses of calomel in the 
quantity of one or two grains at rather long intervals are 
beneficial, but it generally becomes necessary to reduce the 
quantity, or to substitute a milder preparation of mercury. 
The following case, somewhat analogous to that just related, 
demonstrates that sometimes when even a single grain of 
calomel cannot be taken with impunity, a much smaller 
dose, taken perseveringly, may be of essential service. 

Casb 15. 

On the 3rd of November, 1818, I was consulted by a 
gentleman about sixty years of age. He informed me thiat 
for many wedcs he had experienced tenderness about the 
epigastrium, but more particularly about the situation of 
the pyloric extremity of the stomach and the duodenum. 
He had dyspepsia, occasipnal vomitmg, prurigo podicis, and 
constipation. The stools when passed were not only of an 
unhealthy colour, but were smeared with mucus. His 
countenance was rather sallow, and there was a tinge of 
yellow in the conjunctivcB. 

I inferred that there existed turgescence of vessels about 
the pylorus, and perhaps in some degree in the duodenum, 
but having observed that where there is much irritation 
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^ about the tennination of the biliary ducts there is generally 
a tendency to biliouis diarrhoea, I inferred that congestion 
occupied the peritoneal rather than the mucous coat. There 
was reason to suppose that the muciparous glands of the 
colon were enlarged, and that there was deficient action of 
the liver. 

Before consulting me he had tried the plans of two or 
three eminent men, and having been disappointed in the 
result he was little disposed to persevere with regularity in 
any new system. Nevertheless, he required my attendance 
upon him, and at intervals within the succeeding three 
months he had gone the common round of alteratives, 
purgatives, and of light tonics, without deriving any benefit. 
At the termination of this period he had frequent headach, 
tenderness in epigastrio, and capricious appetite. His rest 
was unrefreshing, his legs ached in the morning, his spirits 
were depressed much below their usual standard, and he 
had considerable tremor in his hands. During the whole 
period it had been observed by the patient that even a grain 
of calomel made him feel very uncomfortable, by inducing 
considerable languor, and somewhat increasing the tender- 
ness at the pit of the stomach. 

Early in February the patient and his friends became 
increasingly solicitous as to the issue, and the former now 
resolved to detach himself wholly from business, and stead- 
fastly to pursue any measures enjoined upon him. It was 
satisfactorily ascertained that there' was no enlargement ^ 
the liver, and though disordered action was now of long 
continuance, it was still hoped that no organic lesion had 
ensued. He was directed to take half a grain of calomel 
every other night, and the following drau^t twice a day :. 

R PotassaB subcarb. gr* t, 
Infusi calombad 
Aquae pimento aa 3vj» M. ft. haustus. 

He was advised to take exercise on horseback, ta eat light 
but nutritive food in moderate quantities^ to abstain from 
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salted meat and unboiled vegetables^ and not to exceed two 
glasses of wine daily. He pursued this plan for five weeks 
when he felt perfectly well, and enjoyed a long season of 
good health. This gentleman had been the subject of 
similar attacks before, and had sought the relief of the 
head by cupping, but he had not derived much advantage 
from it. 

The following case is of a much more complicated nature 
but deeply interesting. It tends to develope the progress of 
disease in its invasion of successive parts, and will be found 
to inculcate some hints of great importance in practice. 

Case 16. 

Amauromfrom an affection ofthe head, conseqtient on 

abdominal disease. 

Mr. S — , fifty-two years of age, had enjoyed remarkably 
good health, and had seldom been confined except under 
an occasional attack of lumbago. He had been temperate 
and regular in his habits, and moderately active in his 
pursuits. During the last two years, however, he had 
occasional intimations of dyspepsia. The appetite, at times, 
was capricious, and the bowels inactive. The means he 
employed tp obviate these inconveniences were of the mildest 
character, and usually afforded him temporary relief. Early 
in the year 1826 he became the subject of more severe 
indisposition, the leading features of which were derange- 
ments in the digestive organs, particularly of the liver, with 
some tenderness in the region of that viscus. This state 
was accompanied with pains which were regarded ae rheu- 
matic, affecting the head, shoulders, loins, and chest. These 
symptoms were attributed by him to catching cold. A 
dentist had extracted a loose tooth for him on the Saturday, 
the socket of which continued bleeding, and on Sunday he 
came to town, the day being cold, without a great coat, 
having lost a considerable quantity of blood within the 
preceding twenty-four hours. 
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Qntbe 7th his iU|iess commenced. After an attack of 
.liuid>ago the right temple became ^exceedingly painful^ then 
the left, then the shoulders, and ultimately the pectoral 
mu&cle of the right side, and the flexor muscles] of the arms* 
He described them as gnawing pains, aggravated at night. 
His pulse was rather quick, though the symptoms of pyrexia 
certainly were slight. The pain of the head he described 
also ^s seated in the external parts, and not attended with 
throbbing of the encephalon, tinnitus aurium, or giddiness. 
I have been thus particular in describing these painful 
affections, because, notwithstanding their apparent origin 
and character, they were not regarded as rheumatic by an 
en^inen,t physician who was consulted. It is highly probable 
that the affection of the head, at least, and perhaps of some 
other parts, was neuralgic. 

In the treatment attention was directed to the state of 
hepatic secretion, leeches were applied to the right hypo- 
chondrium, and a moderate abstraction of blood was made 
from the arm. The acetum colchici was. administered, and 
fomentations, as well as solutions of opium, were applied to 
the head during the more distressing paroxysms of pain. 

At the expiration of little more than a fortnight the pain 
ceased, and in a few days the patient ventured iiito business ; 
still, the progress of restoration was very slow. His appetite 
remained fanciful, his bowels irregular, his sleep was inter- 
ruptjed, he was tender in the epigastrium, and his muscular 
powers were but feeble. 

At this period he observed that his sight was not quite so 
jclear as formerly, for thqixgh after looking towards an object 
for a short time he could see distinctly, yet the eyes were 
lopger ixk adapting themselves to changes of light than usual; 
and he was constantly annoyed by muscse volitantes in both 
eyes. 

These illusions were regarded as a nervous derangement, 
and the patient was led to hope that they would disappear 
.as he gained strength. He now lived as usual, eating mode- 
i;ately of animal food once a day, and taking a couple of 
g^ses of wine after dinner. He was recommended to seek 
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tt cUakigi 0f 4ir; aDid went torHaathigS'on tlie 33rd ct May. 
H^re, and at other plaees <m the coast, he spent about 
five or six weeks. His general health a little improved^ 
but whilst absent, when about a fortnight had elapsedi 
he began to experience violent pulsation in the left ^e of 
the head, the nmscas remaining. The illusiye appearance in 
the right eye assumed the form of a crab's claw, and was 
inore pennauent than it had preriowdy been. A&er this 
time these dark spots somewhat lessened, and in writiag to 
me he observed, *^ With respect to my sighi, and particularly 
those dark bodies which appear to float- before my eyes, I 
am ''perfectly satisfied with your opinion, nevertheless, in 
conjunction with the dimness of my sight it rendecs me 
most uncomfortable* The appearance of the dark bodies 
has, however^ been somewhat diminished since I wrote 
last." ^ 

** With respect to my strength I am quite warranted, in 
saying that I have acquired but a small addition, for if I 
attempt to walk up a hill, however slowly, my knees sooa 
Wgin to ache, and the p\iIsation at my temples increasea to 
such a degree that I am obliged to stop and rest, and this 
latter circumstance frequently takes |dace on turning round 
my head or walking up stairs." In another part ci his 
letter he stated that the pulsation was most severe in the 
left side of the head, along the parietal boae. I advised him 
to be cupped, to discontinue his wine, and to retam home 
if his head were not speedily relieved. I did not hear from 
Ibim again within the time of his absence. He returned to 
Cainberwell on Friday the 21st of June, much the sameia 
general health, and the eyes no better. About the middle 
of the week following he found the right eye becoming moie 
dim, and in the course of the night of Friday, June 28th', it 
became nearly dark. I was requested to see him on the 
130th. There was no appearance of inflammation, but very 
slight opacity was observable in the pupil. He informed 
me that the throbbing in the head had not been q)jdte so 
violent, isind from an unwillingness to apply to a stranger, 
he had not been cuj^ed; * He still combined of pain and 
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pulsatitotl alo^giHe^bft iM^ dP thethtaid; bat 4iiel» Jiid been 
ho increase of this fiibctidA to explain the increased dimness 
in th\g o|>polsite eyew The abstracti<Ai of twelye ounces 'Of 
blood by k^upping was immediately ordeped, a blister wa^ 
afterwards applied to the nape of the neck| and grain doses 
%f calomel; with some taftarized antimony^ were directed* 4e 
4>e takeki evei^ six boars. 

• ' Oii Mdnday Mr. Trailers saw him. The morning of that 
fik^ Ihe ^e^ had become inflamed for the" first time, and was 
tender on prei^ure. There was great discoloration also of 
the whok eye. Vision was so impaired that he could only 
distingtush light from darknessi and the sight of the other 
eye if^^ad rather obscure. 

'^ Mr. Tra'^rs viewed it as a very formidable aflfectton. He 
oirdiered him' again to be cupped^ and concurred in the use of 
Calomel and antimony till mercurial action should be pro*- 
duced. He advised, however, that an opiate should be given 
at 'iligfat to counteract inordhiate disturbance of the bowelsii 
ft was also requisite for the purpose of allaying the extreme 
perturbation of mind from which a painful state of watch^ 
fhliiess resulted. 

^ In ^bout four days the patient waa salivated, but without 
any aimendnient of sight* The ^tialism was kept up mildly 
till another interview with Mr, Travers, when some imiurove^ 
meht of diet'was agreed upon. A consultatioh was now 
|»r^|K>sied Nvith Dr. Farre. Some impedimenta occurred in 
^6^tfaig this purpose, and in the patient's solicitous and 
Susceptible' state, the delay occasioned great agitation of 
ttkitkAf and on the Thursday evening the other eye became so 
dark^that h^ was unable to recognize his friends, or- to 
ii/^e out any thing placed* before him, 
' The right- eyfe was still much deeper coloured than natural, 
btlt no appearance of inflammation remained. The left eye 
looked^ hetidthy, but the movement in the iris was very 
iikKstinct. Br. Farre res^arded it as an example ^ asthenic 
hmditrosit^ and prescribed tonics. At this time the patient 
Wd^ ftdly ibereurialized. <» - 

'' Withki a few days after the adoption of the tonic plan 
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the mosbid . isdlonr of the right <ye dWappetured^ and yery 
aligliiimottoii: was perceptible in the irisj whilst the 'mA of 
Hie left eye became decidedly more sensible and mobile* 
The pHtient's general health amended ; the mercurial action 
dedinedy and all appeared going on well. At this time, 
faDwever>[)ibnew source of uneasiness arose. I was desired 
to see a swelling on the back, and found an indolent cair- 
buncle the -size of a walnut between the shoulder and n^ck. 
It was neither much inflamed nor irritable. I cut freely 
through its hard and brawny texture; the incision gave but 
little paia till the scalpel fairly reached the bottom of it. 

Thet e were, also, (me or two red pimples on other parts 
of the back, and within two days one of than had extended 
very greatly. . It was seated near : the right sc^p^l%, in the 
fleshy substance of the back, but the inflammation extended 
far over the adjacent parts. A small dark vesicle appeare4 
on its surface. I cut deeply into, it, which gaye him great 
opelief both from pain and tension. This was done on Fcids^y 
the*21st of July. On Saturday he felt easier, though still 
smfiering considemble pain, and the wound looked very 
dark, and bled rather copiously. He was taking decoction 
and tkictnre of bark with sulphuric acid* 

Early in tk^ next week it was evident th,at the sensibility 
of both' the eyes had decreased, especially that of the left. 
Tlw iris could scarcely be observed to move, and the mem- 
branes had become discoloured as were those of the right a 
week before. 

On Tuesday and Wednesday the inflammation was 
somewhat • lessened, but along the edge of the scapula the 
part was black and vesicated. The slough in theppper 
carbuncle did not separate kindly, and, notwithstanding 
ires and repeated incisions, the disease was advancii^g. 

At thia period a circumstance occurred which seriously 
interfemd with the progress. He sent on the Thursday 
morning to request that I would come doivn prepared to 
take out two teeth. They were hanging, very loosely^ though 
rather firmly adherent to the flabby guw* I left him 
eomfortable, but soon afterwards the upper gum began to 
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bleed; and continued to do do for seyeral hours. - 1 was 
sent for, and immediately suppressed it by introducxBig 
^nall compresses of lint very tightly into the socket. 
Feeli&g that loss of bloody in a state of broken healthy and 
'with extehsiye sloughing, was an alarming occurrence, I 
watted an hour, and all remained secure. However, before 
bedtime it was perceived that blood was again oozing, 
and increasing in quantity, so that by eleven o'clock the 
he^xLorrhage was considerable, and the patient was greatly 
irritated by the accumulation of c^oagula in the mouth and 
fauces. The lateness of the hour induced an intimate 
firiend to cs^U on a respectable medical gentleman residing 
near, who visited the patient, and cheered hiin with the assu- 
sinc^e that the bleeding would be immediately stopped fay a 
styjHic he would supply. A six-ounce vial of diluted 
mineral acid was sent with instruction to wash the mouth 
with it frequently. Had the attendants been' directed to 
moisten lint and: apply the acid directly to the spot, good 
might have resulted; but under the directians given the 
patieiit gargled bis mouth, and persevered in doing so fre-> 
quently, because he was following the directions given .by 
the medical gentleman, notwithstanding the smarting it 
occasioned. But, as might be expected, it did not restrain 
the bleeding, and at four o'clock, a. m. a messenger was 
sent to town. It was deeply affecting to observe the mis* 
chief that had been done by the injudicious practice adverted 
to. On clearing the mouth 1 found that the blood was 
issuing from the socket in the lower jaw, and it was arrested 
instantly by inserting small p<Hrtions of lint tightly into the 
socket. The loss of blood, and the protracted excitement, 
had lowered the patient niuch ; but the acid had occasioned 
a new and severe disease. The lips were swollen to three 
times their usual ^ze, and deprived of the whoLe of the 
cuticular covering, whilst the tongue, and mouth, and fauces, 
were. much swollen and completely skinned. The act of 
swallowing was rendered extremely painful and difficult 
at a moment when the condition of the patient demanded 
a freqn^it supply of nourishment. Upwards, of a fortnight 
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'dspied . befofe ' tibe mouth became well. The liViSnesis of 
the back had rather increased. 

The sulphate of quinine was now combined with decoc>- 
tion and tinctiire of bark, and the diet was made as nutritive 
as possible. He todL eggs in his tea and coffee^ chicken 
and mutton were combined for Boup, and wine was freely 
administered. 

Vnqpi this period he again ralKed. Re became rheerful ; 
the frequency of the pulse diminished ; a line of separation 
indicated that the progress of disease through three-fburths 
of the circumference had stopped, but it was extending 
upwards towards the right side of the neck, and in the 
interval between the two carbuncles. 

On the 8th of August diarrhcea supervened, and notwith- 
standing the addition of tincture of opium to the bark; it 
ran on for some days, attended with tenesmus. A creta* 
ceous mixture was substituted for the bark. This relieved 
him, and the bark was renewed, conjoined with aromatic 
confection; and five grains of pilula saponis cum o{}io were 
taken ev^ night. Granulations shot up, and the sloughs 
gradually separated, so that by the end of the month the 
chasm (which at this time two hands spread opien would 
not cover) had partly filled up. 

During the latter part of this month he had been gresttty 
teased by a superficial ulcer on the sacinim from lyiiig^. 
It became irritable, and the patient having to get out of 
bed frequently, both poultice and plaster annoyed him, for 
at IAAb period he was morbidly irritable. * Some of the 9oap 
cerate combined with an equal portion of adhesive flaiiery 
and spread on wash leather, remained in close apposition iii 
all his movements, and answered extremely weU. A ci^ 
cumstance occurred with respect to this wound which it is 
proper to mention. It had existed as a superficial sore foir 
a fortnight or three weeks, and the attendants were cau^ 
tioned neither to allow the discharge from the upper Wound 
to trickle upon it> nor to apply to it the sponge with which 
the other wounds were cleansed. At lengtih^ however; 
some of th^ matter cdme in contact with it, and within 
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fortj-eighi hoois the cftrbuncalar action had beenr so com- 
pletely excited that the ulcerated part had ri^en half an 
inch above the circumjacent parts in a tumour about three 
or four inches in circumference. It was divided freely, and 
the slough separated in a favorable manner. 

In the progress of the disease, at dilBTerent times, three or 
four spots, evidently of the carbuncular kind, formed on 
the backj but by complete division immediately on their 
discovery they were arrested. 

Although the strength was rather improving, and the 
appetite good, his legs were very oedematous, and be slept 
but little. 

Early in September the wound had healed so far that he 
waa able to allow of his clothes being put on, and he rode 
out daily. His head was quite free from pain. In the 
preceding month it had been evident that the abdomen was 
too large, but hie mind was so susceptible, and its being 
preserved tranquil was of so much importance, that I did 
not deem it expedient, at that time, to give marked attention 
to this circumstance, more especially as the large wound on 
his back was healing favorably under means which we 
could not alter with advantage. When he had a little 
farther recovered, towards the end of the month, th^ 
abdomen was carefully examined and the spleen was found 
of great size, extending below the umbilicus: and the liver^ 
aliso, wa3 much enlarged. 

In the beginning of October, when the wound in the 
back had nearly healed, the patient began to retrograde. 
Though he took food plentifully, the strength failed ; he 
became unable to leave his room, and occasional accessions 
of. fe^er supervened : his memory, too, and other mental 
facilities became slightly impaired though he said that his. 
head was 'free from pain, and he was increasingly irascible. 
The sulph;ate of quinine, combined with small doses of blue 
pill, was now given him, and the bowels were kept slightly 
open, securing one or two evacuations daily by an aloetic 
pill. The excretions* from the bowels were free and of a 
Vrown. colour. During the early part of this month his. 



1T4 

appetite W9A crhntxg^ bml ntti&nmxSa it decfeased; - He be^ 
came drowsy, but was unc<m8<»oi»3 of enjoying any re£reBii->> 
ing sleep. His powers progressively sunk* Duiingthe week 
preceding his death, (which occurred on liie 8th of NoYem-* 
ber), bloody and purulent matter was dischai^^ from the 
bowels y&ry frequently. Two days before his decease the 
clouds, which had obscured his mind for many days, die* 
persed. Though when questioned on the subject he usosdly 
said he h^d no pain in the head, yet the attendants told ine 
that he did appear to suffer occasional headaeh. 

Assisted by my friend Mr. Callaway (who had once 
Tisited the patient with me at Camberwell) I examitied the 
body on the lOih. — . f 

As the body lay in the horizontal positkm, the i esidtanee 
oi the other viscera having ceased, the liver and spleetai did 
Bot feel so tumid as they had do&e during life; still, it will 
ajppear in the sequel that they were much enlarged. 

The eyes did not present an unnatural appearance cKcept 
that perhaps there was a little more cloudiness in the pupils 
than usual. The scalp adhered to the cranium with unUsual 
finsmess, and so did the dura mater* There was very slighl 
deposition of fluid' between the membranes. The pia neater, 
presented a highly vascular appearance. Before removing 
the brain from its situation we particularly examined the 
state of the optic nerves. In common with every other part 
there was an increase of vascularity about their point of 
union, but from this point anteriorly the nerves appeared of 
their full size, and were healthy in texture ; but posteriorly, 
towards the thalami, they were excessively softened* If 
there were any difference in the degree of softness the right 
was rather the softer. We carefully removed the brain*, and 
proceeded to a cautious dissection. The cerebral substance 
exhibited rather more numerous points of blood than we find 
in the healthy brain ; but this was more particularly manifest 
over the optic thalami, and in a greater degree on the right 
side than on the left. On laying open the right ventricle we 
found the lining membrane crowded with vessels, and in many 
places it presented somewhat of a bloodshot appeavance* 
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Hie tfaalamua waft grea^ floftened in teistttre^ «ad cm ils* 
anterior surface the membrane appeared thickened and 
opaque as if from a deposition of lymph. There were 
oorresponding morbid changes in the membrane of the left 
lateral Tentricle, and in its thalamus, though not quite in 
an equal degree. We traced the nerves into the tbalamt 
and found that they continued soft till lost in the softened 
bodies from which they originate. The left corpus striatum 
appeared unusually prominent. The v^iitricles did not 
contain a larger quantity of serous fluid than is ordinarily 
found after death. 

With the exception x>f heightened vascularity of the pia 
mater, and a slight patch of opacity in the tunica arach-*. 
noides, the cerebellum appeared healthy. 

On opening the abdomen the spleen first presented itself 
tOTiew. Its surface was uniform, though at contained a. 
few small tubercles. It weighed four pounds and a halfl 
The liver was about double its .ordinary bulk, and rather 
indurated, but its structure had not apparently undevg<Mie 
altera/tion. The stomach veas healthy and empty. The 
peritoneal coat of the intestines, and this membrane gene* 
rally, retained its natural aspect; but we could perceive thai> 
the mucous coat was diseased in patches. We opened the 
caeeom and found the mucous coat much eroded, putting on 
a v^rm-eaten appearance; and where the ulcerative process 
had not gone on, the membrane was of a deep red colour. 

The cavity of the abdomen contained about imo pints of 
serous fluid. 

Applying the history of the symptoms to the organic 
lesions, the view taken of the disease was corroborated. 
The early symptoms were viewed as in connexion with de- 
ranged hepatic function. It is true that the disease of the^ 
spleen was not suspected till it became apparent by its 
enlarged bulk, and though it is probable that the morbid' 
action in it was consequent on that of the liver, yet no 
doubt it contributed in a measure to impair the general 
powers of the constitution; 

From the succession of the symptoms we must infer that- 



176 

ibit ftff«Gtkm of the h^ad waaoonieqiientoii deiaiigetteMts 
originating in the digesjtive organs. First> the. flwicdv coiir^ 
nected with symptoms of cerebral plethora; and . the> 
arnaurosis ensuing on disorganization. The indication, of 
moderate bleeding, and of the couhter-irritation^ and the 
mercurial action were confirmed. It is trij^c that the. 
loss of the Second eye occurred when the frntient was 
under ptialism, nevertheless it was partly connected with 
mental perturbation. It was curious and interesting to. 
observe^ under such unfarorable circumstances, how per-i 
fectly Qicatrization had taken place, for at the time of death 
the cicatrix from the c^buncle was not more than an inch 
in width and four in length. . . 

The direct cause of sofiiening of the brain has been a 
subject of controversy, though I believe the predominating 
opinion is that' it arises from iniammation: it was very 
evident that chronic inflammatory action had been going pn 
in the case under cpnuderation, but connected with broken 
powers of constitution, and impcdred forces of circulation. 
Here I would insert a memorandum regarding the. hsBmorr* 
hage from the gums as occurring in an individual the subject 
of enlargement of the spleen. After having related some of^ 
the preceding circumstances to the Hunterian Society, a. 
physician informed me that he attended a case of enlarged 
spleen in which a seton was inserted in the side. The 
heemorrhage resulting was so profuse and continued that 
Mr. Wardrop deemed it necessary to tie several vessels. 
This brought to my recollection the case of a young lady> 
related at page 70, who had enlargement of the same visctis, 
connected with disordered action of the heart, in whom, 
also, profuse hemorrhage resulted from the seton. Likewise 
of a gentleman who died recently, six]t;y*two years of age, the. 
subject of violent cough, and of considerable derangement, 
in the digestive organs. He had a tooth extracted about 
ten days or a fortnight befbre his death, and the hemorrhage 
continued for thirty hours and reduced him greatly. On 
examination I found his spleen enlarged to about four times 
its usual bulk, and tuberculated. 
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These facts occur to me at thiil moment, ^d seem to indiK 
cate that splenic disease has some connexion with a state of 
the vascular system favorable to the inducing of passive 
hsemorrhage. 

Dr. Farre regarded the pains suffered by the patient 
whose case has been related asthenic, originating from con- 
stitutional causes. In the nature of the pain, and in the 
succession of the parts affected, there was, at least, analogy 
to rheumatism. Painful affections of this kind are not only 
frequent concomitants of disorder of the abdominal viscera, 
but, apparently, are often consequent on those disorders* 
Sometimes they appear decidedly rheumatic, at others they 
are^ieuralgic. , 

Eff'ects of derangement of the digestive organs on the mind. 

The influence which disorders of the digestive organs 
exert on the mind is familiarly known. — It may justly be 
asserted that there is no source of hypochondriasis, in its 
varied forms of perverted judgment, or of mental depression 
and fastidiousness so common. Though these effects insure 
for their unhappy victim comparatively little commiseration, 
they, perhaps, expose him to sensations as wretched as any 
of which mankind are susceptible. It is true these cases 
are sometimes adapted to excite ridicule. When we see a 
person, apparently in perfect health, personifying the inani- 
mate objects around him, attaching the importance of truth 
to the wildest ideas of a disordered fancy, attributing to 
things with which all are familiar qualities directly opposite 
to those which they really possess, and imputing motives 
totally estranged from the intentions of their friends, it is 
difficult to repress laughter, or to withhold reproach. 
Scarcely is it possible to delineate the surprising fertility of 
a mind in this condition. The individual seems to have 
created for himself a new world, and to have peopled it with 
a race the most monstrous, he himself being an object of 
torture to all the new existences to which he has given bii:th« 
Who then will affirm that a hypochondriac, wider these 

N 
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circumstances, does not claim the utmost pity? In most of 
these cases there is evident derangement of the health — such 
derangement as admits of relief by medicine. It is really 
wonderful how speedily the mind is sometimes relieved from 
the most extraordinary illusions by slight attentions to the 
digestive organs. . Not unfrequently, however, much diffi* 
culty attends the management of these cases, and considera* 
ble tact and discrimination are necessary. I shall not dwell 
upon the ludicrous and marvellous occurrences we occa- 
sionally encounter in this truly unhappy state, but shall 
proceed to detail cases of mental affection in various degrees 
which have resulted from the disorders in question. 

Case 1. 

The Rev. , consulted me about June, 1823, having 

then been much indisposed for several months. He was of 
a rather plethoric habit, and when first attacked had been 
bled freely. The medical gentleman considered it a case of 
determination to the head. The patient also took the 
opinion of an eminent physician, who recommended pui^ 
gatives and occasional leeching. 

These measures had completely failed at the time I was 
consulted. He informed me that though corpulent he had 
never been robust, a circumstance that is very common; aind 
those who infer that lusty persons must necessarily require 
depletion will often find themselves greatly deceived. H^ 
added, also, that he had always been somewhat disposed to 
melancholy. He was now, he said, unusually irascible, arid 
existence was quite oppressive to him. He gave A most 
emphatic description of the state of his head, where he siif- 
fered a sensation of extreme tightness, of heaviness, and' of 
Irritation. Nevertheless, he was nearly free from giddinei^sr, 
and though he bad been advised to abstain from preaching 
and to abstract himself from mental exercises, (to both df 
which he considered himself quite inadequate,) yet he e^^e^ 
rienced no confusion of mind, nor any loss of recollebtibti. 
The tongue was greatly furred, the bowels were' irifegtiUt', 
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9iid the excretions were unhealthy. The feces were gene- 
rally of too dark a colour, but sometimes quite the reverse. 
For some weeks he had been living on an extremely abste- 
mious plan. His description of every sensation was in 
the most exaggerated terms, but on careful investigation it 
appeared to me that the disorder of the head consisted of a 
spasmodic affection of the occipito^frontalis muscle, and at 
times the muscles of the face and of the extremities were 
thrown into the same irregular action« There was little or 
no tenderness about the epigastrium, so that the case 
appeared to be one of nervous irritation. 

As there was some fulness of the abdomen he was directed 
to take a cathartic powder, consisting of calomel and of 
scammony each two grains, and of jalap six grains, every 
other night advices quatuor, and then to substitute five grains 
of the blue pill, taking the powder only once a week. With 
this he took some bitter infusion combined with a very 
gentle aperient. The head was shaved and the scalp rubbed 
with the ointment of tartarized antimony. He was advised 
also to improve his diet; to take meat once a day, and to 
drink a glass of wine after dinner. 

Occasionally the affection of the head increased, and this 
always occasioned the utmost alarm under the idea that he 
should have a fit of apoplexy; but the increased disorder 
was chiefly dependant on mental perturbation, and always 
speedily declined on his taking a light cordial and being 
aflsured that there was no danger. 

He gradually improved both in feelings and strength, and 
therefore was encouraged to recur gradually to his wonted 
duties, and to amuse himself a little in reading. By the 
expiration of a few weeks he.had become considerably better^ 
but the contractions of the occipito-frontalis, and the spasr 
modic actions of other muscles continued. He then took 
the earbonas ferri in the dose pf ten grains twice a day, 
keeping the bowels gently open. Additionally improved by 
this medicine he went to a village near town with the int^vr 
tion of remaining a few weeks. After being there for a day 
or two he was seized, when walking up an ascent, vnth. a^ 

N 2 
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mereaM of cerebral affection, and became greatly aktnned^ 
A medical gentleman was called in, and hearing the patient'^ 
vivid description of his sensations, perceiving that his pulse 
was accelerated, and seeing him rather lusty, he considered 
bleeding indispensably necessaiy ; and when he saw the 
patient hesitating, he imprudently told him that '^ the pupils 
of the eyes were dilated and he would not answer for his 
life for five minutes if he were not bled." He therefore 
reluctantly assented, and a large blister was applied between 
the shoulders. Though the sensation in the head was 
somewhat allayed by these means the strength was greatly 
reduced, and the mind depressed. He sent for me on the 
following day, when I advised his bowels being kept gently 
open cuid light tonics exhibited. He gradually improved, 
but at the end of a fortnight returned home worse than when 
he left. 

Under the continued use of tonics he still improved, bat 
complained of a new sensation in his head, namely, intoler- 
able itching, which I found arose from a cutaneous eruption, 
not connected with the antimonial ointment for it had been 
discontinued for a long time. 

The great imprudence of directing the mind of a morbidly 
susceptible man to a particular and very uncertain symptom 
as indicative of apoplexy, was often strikingly exemplified. 
He daily watched the pupils of his eyes, and soon he 
thought they appeared larger than usual. Though pre-" 
viously in a pretty comfortable state he became exceedingly 
alarmed^ and the perturbation of mind reproduced throbbing 
of the head and a sense of confused intellect. I was sent 
for peremptorily, and preparation had been made in ccKpeo^ 
tatiiHi that the lancet must be used, though he almost 
regarded it as signing his death warrant. He desciibed 
the state of his head in the most pathetic terms — ^throbbing 
— giddy— confiised — and almost every other formidable 
epithet was borrowed to define his sensations. His pnlse,- 
too, as might be expected, was rapid and strong. It was 
easy to perceive that his descriptions were exaggerated^ 
imd tibat- the sensations he suffered were the result q£ 
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nervGUB excitement. He was asfiuted that there was no 
danger, and after soothing his fears and giving him a glass 
of wine, he soon hecame tranquil, and the affection of the 
head' subsided without resorting to means of an exhausting 
nature. 

In the month of August this gentleman was thrown back 
by a moderate attack of bronchitis, for which there was 
occasion to bleed him, and digitalis and antimony were 
administered. His recovery was slow, and at times doubtful ; 
and was greatly influenced by his ceaseless apprehensions 
of a fatal issue. By the end of the month, however, the 
effects of this attack had gone off, and he remained much 
in the same state as before its commencement. He was 
therefore sont to Brighton, and was directed to take five 
grains of the blue pill every other night, and occasionally 
some opening medicine, should the state of the bowels 
require it, 

I heard nothing of my patient again till the 1st of October, 
when I was requested to visit; him at home. He had returned 
from Brighton two days, and informed me that whilst there 
he was seized with a paroxysm similar to those already 
.described, and under his perturbation a physician, rather 
celebrated for his knowledge of one form of cerebral disease, 
was sent for, and immediately ordered cupping. On its 
being stated that bleeding had been injurious before, and 
that his ordinary medical attendant considered the abstrac- 
tion of blood improper except in cases of great emergency^ 
he descended from his dignity, and applied to him epitheta 
i>f vulgar abuse. Cupping, of course, was submitted to, 
and was repeated ; and as the poor patient, whom an 
extraordinary fatality seemed to follow, found that insteaid 
of getting better he was rapidly sinking, he at length 
ordered a postchaise, and by easy stages arrived at home. 

I found him worse than ever. He complained of a sense 
of great weight in the head; the pulse was 100,. yesy. small, 
and occasionally intermittent. The tongue was. white and 
fiirred. . Th^re was extreme weakness, and dejection of 
Mind bordering on despair. The history of his late attack, 
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ihe tfEects Of the meana employed^ and his appearance on 
reaching home, clearly demonstrated that the whole series 
of his affections was connected with debility, and especially 
with an impaired state of the digestive and assimilating 
organs. A dram of tincture of bark in some bitter infusion 
.was directed to be taken every six hours, and an occasional 
dose of Epsom salts, this being an aperient to which he 
had been accustomed. At the expiration of four days he 
was evidently better. The pulse was less frequent and less 
intermittent, yet he often perceived violent fluttering at the 
heart; and such was his susceptibility that the accidental 
fall of a vine-leaf against the window so agitated him as to 
produce a flow of tears. He described his life as being 
miserable to the utmost degree, and assured me that he 
should commit suicide were he not restrained by a con- 
• sciousness of the guilt which attaches to such acts. Keep- 
ing the same principle in view, but with a slight variation 
in the form, he took a light tonic for three weeks. Calomel 
did not act so well with him as taking three grains of blue 
pill every night, or five grains every other night; but 
neither was continued for more than a week at a time. By 
the 2Q;th of October he was able to walk out or ride daily. 
.His appetite was good, I) is pulse generally regular and 
about 80, sometimes slightly irregular. By the 2nd of 
November he had little or no disease except occasional 
irregularity in the action of the heart, and he had partially 
resumed his ministerial duties* Soon after this time he 
went to reside in the country, and I did not see him for 
several months. He had become much thinner, but was 
comfortable in health, and more cheerful, though he had 
been greatly harassed by some domestic afflictions. His 
only medicine for a long time past had been an aloetic 
pill. 

Neither corpulence nor throbbing of the head will, at all 
times, warrant depletion. Irritative action, and extravagant 
description, must always be taken into account when con- 
sulted by a person afflicted with hypochondriasis. It will 
not be doubted that the successive bleedings were essentially 
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injuriouB in the above instance, and contributed to induce 
a state of debility, from the effects of which it is doubtful 
whether the patient wiU entirely recover. 

Case 2. 

In September, 1816, the Rev. John E , of Scotland, 

having been unwell for several months, was advised to visit 
his friends in London, and on his arrival he placed himself 
under my care. The following is an abridged history of 
his disorder, as detailed at our early interviews. During 
the period alluded to he had been nearly incapacitated for 
study, and also for his professional labours, being unable tp 
direct his mental faculties to any specific object. His 
mind too was greatly depressed. He suffered pain at the 
pit of the stomach, and his bowels were usually constipated* 
His urine was high coloured, and his respiration a little 
oppressed. In addition to these symptoms I obseiTed that 
his countenance was sallow, his tongue was furred, his 
skin hot, and his pulse accelerated. His medical friends in 
Scotland had advised him to abstain from vegetable aliment, 
to drink wine freely, and to take stimulating medicines for 
the purpose of counteracting the dejection of mind to which 
too much importance seems to have been attached in the 
selection of remedies. 

. As there was febrile excitement, connected with the 
diminished powers of digestion, I advised him to live almost 
exclusively on vegetable and farinaceous articles, to abstain 
from wine and malt liquors, and to drink only small quan-' 
tities of fluids with his meals. During the first fortnight 
he took five grains of the blue pill every night, and after* 
wards every other night; and twice a day he took an ounce 
and half of bitter infusion with a little magnesia and rhu-' 
barb. At the expiration of a month his health was greatly 
amended, and he was consequently directed to take the pill 
every third night. He soon afterwards returned to Scotland 
quite well. 

It is well known that sedentary and studious habits exert 



"Bh ItijtixioaB *iiiftiience 'tm' the digeBtifvs funetioiisi or/ at 
ieaot, the want of exercise is ii^jurious; *SB(d persons irhose 
.habits are sedentary would do well to institute some method 
of eiisuring regular bodily exercise. Walking and riding, 
though important exercises, do not require that general 
muscular effort which is necessary to counteract the bad 
effects of cbntinued mental application. The active amus^ 
melits of bowls and quoits, and the useful employments t€ 
digging and gardening, cutting and cleaving wood, turning 
a heavy windlass as in grinding malt, drawing weights over 
a pulley, and rowing, are exercises out of which studious men 
may make a selection according to their convenienee. A 
modification of a gymnasium may be erected at tiifling 
expense, and within a very small compass ; and though ill 
the excitable habits of children and youth, much caxttion 
is necessary lest by competitorship, or by coercion, the 
inordinate action of the heart should be prolonged by 
violent muscular efforts beyond what it can sustain, yet 
with care the various evolutions, and the feats of dexterity, 
may hare a most salutary effect not only by developing the 
muscular energies, but by difiusing more generally tho 
circulating fluids, and distributing the nervous principle. 
Men who set the highest value on their time vtrill not find 
that what they may devote to bodily exertion is lost, for 
their capability of mental effort vnll be augmented by it. 

There ^re dispersed over the country several e8tabli8li« 
ments for the education of young men designed for the 
christian ministry — men who thirst after knowledge in the 
hope of its future application to extended usefulness, but 
who are excluded from university privileges by their adher*^ 
ence to the principles of protestant dissent. Some of these 
individuals have been early initiated into the habit of 
mental labour, but many of them emerge from the active 
employments of trade and agriculture, and it not unfre^ 
quently happens that from confinement and close application 
their bodily health materially suffers. The first effect of 
this change of occupation usually is inaction of the digestive 
oi^anfr — dyspepsia and constipation* The head generally 
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ibuSbts iiexty from a state of plietiiov&Tthe insult .piti^ 
torpid bowelsy'but principally owing to tlie nnaooiistomed 
efforts of mind. The unequal diBtiibution of blood, from 
the scmie causes, exposes other organs to congestion«*-hence 
there often is oppression of breathing and heemoptysis, and 
grdat irregularity in the functions of the liver. We have 
repeatedly been much affected, at the lapse of a few months, 
by seeing the bloom of health supplanted by the pallid or 
sallow hue of disease^ and cheerfulness succeeded by 
despondency. 

In these institutions there is a feeling of delicacy as to 
some of the amusements pursued at juYenile establishmenti^ 
and it is rather difficult to suggest such as are adequately 
laborious and manly, and which can be effected with sufficient 
exclusion. Cricket is undoubtedly a very manly game, and 
exceedingly well adapted to the student. Football may 
expose to broken shins, but it is a game which gires much 
better exercise than walking. Fives is an admirable game 
for prompt and lively exertion, and has the advantage of not 
requiring a very large space. Ringing is good exercise, but 
peochaps cannot be pursued without intermixing with low 
society, or annoying the neighbourhood, unless a set of dumb 
bells were erected for the mere purpose of exercise. It wiU 
not degrade them in the estimation of an enlightened mind 
if they borrow from their boyish days those amusements 
wiiich then gave them strength and agility. It should be 
remembered that the health of these individuals is not only 
of importance to them but in some respects extends to the 
public, and it should form an indispensable object with the 
directors of these colleges to provide the means of bodily' 
labour, combining exertion and relaxation ; and it must be 
left to the prudence of these gentlemen when they shall be 
called to sustain the high and responsible offices to which 
they aspire to guard against an overfondness for amuse* 
ment, and to avoid such as may offend the reasonably 
scrupulous. Literary men, or men who are greatly confined 
to the desk, should have one sufficiently high to allow of 
thdr standing, and in that position to carry on a consideiv. 
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able poriioii of their labours attd studies* ; Constipation i/s 
on» of the most commoiL physical evils to whicl^ sedentary 
men are subject. The plaa of exercise to which I have 
alluded, will have great power iu counteracting it; and 
even the act of standing will have some inflfience. Where 
medicine is necessary I have of late found a combination of 
blue pill with a little of the watery extract of bar^adoes 
aloes act very satisfactorily. But it is much better to obtain 
regular relief by exercise, if it can be accomplished. 

In seminaries for youth it is of importance to ensure 
both amusement and exercise, and these should be adapted 
<to the diversity of tastes. It will always be found th^t 
when a number of boys or girls are turned into a play 
ground, some will romp and skip and take delight in actiije 
sports, whilst others will sit down or saunter. There should 
not only be range of ground for active games, but also ^an 
outhouse or room so fitted up as to invite to exercise. 
Great improvements have now taken place in the plans for 
promoting health in schools, for which I believe the public 
axe primarily indebted to the medical profession. In addi- 
tion to dancing, skipping, battledorie, and the dumb bells, 
ladies now have drilling and calisthenic exercises; whilst 
boys have additions from some of the least hazardous but 
athletic sports of the ancients, . I was led to this d^ressiqn 
by the consideration of preceding instances of the injurious 
tendenay, both mental and corporal, of studious habits. 
In addition to the cases I have just related many others 
might be enumerated, but I shall limit ^myself to a very 
brief allusion to one, the subject of ^hic^i was a valued 
and faithful friends 



Case 3. 



This gentleman had not only been occupied in the dis- 
charge of ministerial functions, . but was called to sustain 
the important duty of superintending one of those estabUsh- 
ments for the instruction of candidates for. the sacred oi^^ce 
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to wiilchan allusion has been made^ and he leetured in the 
theological department. The duties of his twofold office 
exposed him to excessive labour and anxiety. For soneie 
years he had been the subject of the milder symptoms of 
dyspepsia, and was often attacked with colic. The biliary 
secretion was unhealthy, and the intestinal excretioos were 
very irregular. At length he became affected with fistula 
in ano, and after its being laid open the part was long in 
healing. Whilst in attendance upon him under these cir- 
cumstances he informed me that he was quite astonished at 
the revolution that had taken place in his mind. ^* Only a 
few years ago," he said, " the fears of nervous people 
appeared to me nothing but affectation or chimera, but now 
I dare not pass a lonely place for fear of a robber, or enter 
a hackney coach lest it should break down; and the shaking 
of a leaf makes me tremble.'^ 

The office of president of the college exposed my friend to 
greater anxiety and application than he was able to sustain, 
and as, the burden could not be lightened it was necessary 
to remove him from the fsituation. A considerable time 
elapsed before this could be effected, and the healing of the 
fistula was greatly retarded. However, by taking the blue 
pill^ and some of the common excitants of the gastric energy, 
he had been kept from getting worse, but on being exone- 
rated from oppressive duties he had very little need of 
medicine. The secretions became much more regular and 
healthy and his bodily and mental vigour were greatly im- 
proved. He continues to take an occasional dose of blue 
pill with great advantage. 



Cask 4. 

In October, 1 824, a gentleman well known for his active 
beneficence, and most exemplary in all the obligations of 
life, called upon me in a state of deep dejection, verging to 
religious melancholy, averse to society, and totally disin- 
clined to all kidds 6f exertion, even to thbse eShrts in doing 



gb<^ in ^Meb he ttrnMy Mi deeply hitefeeted* He had 
r&tomed fMn Worthing about a. fectnightv and though 
€0!ttftfoitable whilst there^ on his return his bowels beeame 
oonstipated and bad remained bo. up to the time of his 
calling on me. He experienced' fulness at the stomach 
after eatings though he ate very moderately, and a proneness 
to sleep in the daytime although his nights were watchful. 
The ton^e was furred, but the pulse did not exceed 70. 
( The indication was clear as to the immediate relief <^ the 
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bowels. As soon as this was effected he was ccmscious of 
slight relief. He then took some bitters in the day and the 
following pills every night. 

< 

R PiL Hydrarg. gr. iv, 
Pulv. Aloes gr. ij, 
Succ. Hyosciami gr. iij, ft. pil. ij. 

These pills did not keep the bowels suflSciently open, and 
therefore he occasionally took ten grains of the pilula aloes 
. composita with his mixture. Though the general health 
improved and, the mental cloud had in a measure dispersed, 
there was still some difficulty in regulating the alvine iexcre- 
tions. Oh the 5th of November the following mixture was 
prescribed for him. ' 

' ' •'-'■■ K IiifttS. G^nt. Comp. gviij, 

Tinct. Calombee 3vj, 
Sodse Subcarb. 3iv, • 

Spir. MyristicaB 5ij. 
Decoct. Aloes q. s. ut ft. mist, ^xij, . 
cujus sumat cochl. maj. iij bis die. 

The diet all along had -been >plain and moderate but 
nutritious. 

' By the 14th his health was eonsideraUy amended* He 
slept soundly, had less inconvenience after: eatings aosul the 
bowels weremore regular. Still bis mind«wasd«3e6tod,t'and 
at times was so oppressed ifaat he felt as if tbevcase xif )bhe 
world werre upon him. l%ere were some afikirs; consieeted 
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with Us retmmenf il>om' b^triness which oau;ded % little 
perplexity, and he was advised to take a journey. There 
appears to be a melancholy habit sometimes established 
which scarcely any thing will destroy but ehang^ of scene 
and new associations. The mind is beguiled from distressing 
topics, and the secretions of the viscera take plftce with 
greater regularity. The change was completely successful, 
and in a few weeks my friend returned well and happy. 

Sometimes the source of mental dejectiou is involved in 
the deepest obscurity. In these cases, however, it is 
generally ascribable to physical causes, but we are not to 
suppose that the mind cannot suffer independently. JPatients 
consult us some time after the distress has existed, and the 
bodily disease then present might have been occasioned, or, 
at least, aggravated, by the state of mind. 



Case 6. 

Immediately after the subject of the preceding case had 
left my house, on the 30th of November, I was called upon 
by a gentleman little more than thirty years of age, to con- 
sult me on a trifling point regarding the conformation of his 
body. He fancied himself the subject of hernia or of some 
formidable disease. There was nothing, however, but the 
ordinary rotundity of the abdomen which was rather tense 
from flatus. His groundless anxieties on this point clearly 
elucidated his condition of mind, whiebbe assured me was 
truly horrid. He had every thing ait>und him calculated to 
excite the most pleasurable and grateful sentiments, and yet 
he was perpetually harassed by the apprehension of some 
great bodily evil, or haunted by the most unfounded idea of. 
the turpitude of his moral conduct. He dreaded to n^eet 
any body evien in the ordinairy affairs of business. He 
informed me: that the bowds were regular, but that the' 
excretioAs were small in quantity, and of a brown colour. 

It is impesiible 'Hot to.be deeply interested in a.cc^s^ 
where an ihtelbgent and amiabkinan, auatftining the pnost 
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importaat domestic xelationshipt beeomea .the ^H^gect of mcb 
poignant feelings. His mind was in a measure soothed by 
the conversation resulting from his having unbospmed 
himself, and though there were no striking indications of 
physical derangement, there was enough to depress a mind 
predisposed to dejection. I prescribed for him five grains 
of the hydrargyrus cum creta every other night, and a 
mixture consisting of infusion of calombo, magnesia, and 
tincture of cardamums. 

On the 26th he repeated his visit, and finding himself 
more comfortable requested another supply of the medicine. 
From this time he ceased to call. 

Case 6. 

In the autumn of 1823 I was requested to visit a very 
intelligent and amiable woman about sixty years of age* 
She had before undergone attacks of mental depression, and 
she thought that when at Cheltenham, whence she had just 
returned, she had drunk too freely of the waters and thus 
impaired the digestive powers. She became dejected, and 
the dejection was increased exceedingly by hearing of the 
severe illness of a valued relative at a distance. She veas 
averse to alkiy medical treatment because she believed that 
her doom was fixed, and thoogh an excellent ahd pious 
woman she fdt a persuasion that nothing but de<^ and 
eternal misery awaited her. The bowels were constipated^ 
the tongue was furred, the taste was depraved, the appetite 
was impaired, the eructations were fetid, and the excretioiis 
fk*om the bowels were very dark^colouied. Nothing oonid 
be more clearly characteriied than the depressing and diar 
qualHying effects of vitiated secretions* 
• The medical treatment consisted of an alterative coiai«e of 
blue pill and mild aperients combined with light, tonics, and 
strict attention to diet waa enjoined. For some time, howeveiv 
the intensity of mental, suflbring inoneased, and Ae ecmfimed 
herself to bed expecting to die every night. The pighte were 
watchful and not nnfireqirently die f anettons of the heart 
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were so depressed thftt both lier ftiends and herself believied 
that the hoQr of dissolution approached. There was nothing 
in the state of bodily disease that led me to apprehend dan- 
ger^ but the consequences of her predictions of death, on a 
frame considerably exhausted, and at best very sensitive, 
were looked to with some anxiety. Her natural disposition 
was kindness itself, and she was alive to grateful acknow- 
ledgments for the attentions paid to her, yet it seemed 
utterly impossible, though placing the atmost confidence in' 
her medical friend, to divert her fram the most melancholy 
sentiments and the most painful forebodings. When h^ 
appointed a time to renew his visit she could scarcely think 
him sincere, (though unwilling to impute to him more than 
an error of judgment,) assuring herself that she must be dead 
long before his return. At times she complained greatly of 
her head, and was occasionally perplexed with phantoms 
and unpleasant dreams. 

Leeches were applied to the temples, and a blister to the 
back of the neck, two grains of calomel with some scammony 
wer6 given every other night, and a saline mixture three 
times a day. All along there had been considerable tender- 
ness in the epigastric region, and over this part a blister was 
|ipplied. 

' At the expiration of about a week it was observed that 
the was less confident respecting her approaching decease. 
Her tongue, too, looked better. Her rest was less inter- 
riipted, and she had an immunity from the paroxysms of 
diminished action of the heart. The excretions from the 
iMywels were^more natural, though of a reddish yellow colour. 
M^any weeks> however, elapsed before she was well enough 
toi togage in domestic duties, but by degrees she regained 
her wonted health and was able to relinquish the distressing 
fappirehieiisions of which she had become the subject. For 
i^Omei^ime 'afterwards the bowels needed great attention, and 
th& Hver required gentle excitation. 

• It is probable that the liver was the primary seat of de- 
vangem^nt, amd the head secondarily afiected, not only from 
Ifyffipathy, but als^ (teta mental perturbation* Owii^» 
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lionid haire been modi longer protracted if speciil attentkMfr 
had not also been directed to the relief of the^eaoc^ihelon, 
and to the comfort of the mind. 

Case 7. 

In the summer of 1824 I was called upon fay a maiden 
lady, about thirty-four years of age. She generally enjoyed 
good healthy but was occasionally the subject of mental 
depression, although never before for so long a period. She 
informed me that for some months she had been in siMeh a 
state of distress that life had been completely burdensome* 
She had neither inclination to food nor exertion. G^ slept 
but very little, and during the remainder of the night wa» 
excessively restless. Her tongue was furred. The pulse^ 
as usual with her, was extremely languid end dow* The 
bowels were torpid, and the conjunctiva cather yellow* 
After taking food she felt slight uneasiness at the stomach, 
but all these affairs she considered as totally unworthy of 
notice compared with her dejection of mind. This dejectioQ 
I considered as dependant on physical causes, and she 
reminded me that two years before she had been benefited 
by Bome pills I had prescribed for her, which were the pilolsa 
hydrargyri. This circumstance induced me to recommend 
the same medicine in the dose of five grains every other 
night, keeping the bowels open with mild aperient^. jShe 
was to eat animal food once a day, to drink little fluid 
with her dinner besides one glass of wine, and she was 
advised to go into the country. She repaured with some 
firiends to Brighton, pursuing for a month the plan kid 
down, and enjoying all the auxiliary aid which bathing imd 
society could render. Daring this time, however, she gs^ir 
worse, and returned home with all the distressing ftieUngs 
mentioned above in hn aggravated degree; and tJ&e evid(sace 
of the severity of her inward suffering was atrongly depicted 
on her coiintenance. Her head was painful and confused, 
and though she took a little food from a consciousness of 



i^heingjimaeim^itiiifib^tMBffp^iit. ISierai was omnti-* 
derable torpor of bowels, and tiierefore I preBCiibed for 
her 83 follows. 

• • • • . . 

R Hydr. Submur. gr. ij, 
Pulv. Scammon. gr. iij, 
— — Jalapii gr, v. M. ft. pulv. primo 
mane sumendns. 

R Decoct. Aloes Comp, 3%, 

Tinct. Calomb. 5j. M. ft. haustus ; bis 
die sumeodtts* 

Three days afterwards she informed me that she continued 
mudti the same, but the expression of countenance was not 
so melancholy. The powder had acted * powerfuUyi and 
the draughty which she liked much, had kept the bowels 
open at other times. She was directed to repeat the powder 
and to continue the mixture. 

At the expiration of, a week she was much better^ indeed, 
to quote her own words, she felt " quite a different creature.'* 
The bowels continued somewhat relaxed, and therefore she 
WM advised to take the mixture only once daily. 

About ten days afterwards, on paying a friendly visit, 
I had the satisfaction to learn that my patient was quite 

Not only do affections of the mind which appear very 
similar require a diversity of treatment in different persons, 
but in the same individual they will not always be remove- 
able by the same measures. There are no diseases which 
jrequire greater resources of mind, or greater freedom from 
pi^udice in favor of a limited system of practice, than 
those which reflate to the rational and sentient faculties* 
We must lieep in view some general principles, but there 
ai« peculiarities in almost every case, and not unfrequently 
they perplex the most inventive powers. 
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Aphelxia. 

In ptiost of the former cases there was heightened sensi- 
bility to surrounding objects, but sometimes the mind sinks 
into an opposite state. The feelings are preternaturally 
obtuse, and there is an indifference or carelessness about 
personal conveniences and relative obligations. Sometimes 
there is little more than listlessness or morbid abstraction—* 
an appearance of musing, that would be regarded by others 
as a mere indication of inci'easing thoughtfulness, and yet, 
perhaps, when seemingly occupied in meditation and studious 
thought, there never was a moment of greater vacuity or 
aberration of mind. Slight as the evil may appear, it is a 
state that ought not to be neglected,' for occasionally it 

proves the precursor of an intellectual wreck. 

'I 

Case 8. 

A gentleman, of extensive scientific attainments, espe- 
cially in chemistry, consulted me several years ago* on 
account of fever which had somewhat of an intermittent 
type. He took bark freely, and his fever was removed! I 
observed on his recovery that he was very hypochondriacal, 
with a proneness to fall into a state of listless abstractibn. 
One morning when I entered his chamber and addressed 
him, he burst almost into ah expression of raptilre^ and 
said that I had roused him from the most distressing reverie. 
As he lay, pondering on his situation, he ' believed 
that his body had evaporated, and how the particles of 
steam were so to coalesce that he might regain his identity- 
was the subject of intense solicitude. For some years I 
have had no communication with this gentlemaA, feut I 
am informed that he has continued dyspeptic— that his 
head is sometimes sympatheticaliy affected— that he has 
grown increasingly fastidious— and is now so apprehensive 
of mischief from his neighbours that he has been reconnoi- 
tering their premises to ascertain the points at which he is 



.1^ 

I 

Butet yassailabld from th^m> although them neighbours ax^ 
persons of lespeotabiUty who never harboured a feeling 
inimical to him. . Within the interval of my attendance 
on this gentlfsmaUy and the reports to which I have 
alluded, he has made some valuable contributions to 
science, but it is evident that his mind is ends^gered 
though by a slow progression. Diversion of mind, and a 
cessation from study, should be enjoined under such cir- 
cumstances. 

One case more, exemplifying similar effects^ but exercised 
with greater constancy, shall suffice- 

Case 9. 

Early in the month of October, 1823, I was consulted 
by a very intelligent gentleman, about thirty years of age^ 
who informed me that he had fallen into a state of mind 
quite incomprehensible to him> especially as he w&s un- 
consoious of labouring under any definable disease. The 
circumstance to which he particularly adverted ..was a 
sensation of universal toq>ot, accompanied with extreme 
mental apathy, amox^nting to an indifference to .ithe common 
incidents of life— totally disregarding the result of every 
thing he undertook. He elucidated this by referring to aji 
incident which had recently occurred. When riding in a 
chaise with a friend the horse- felL the shafts of the vehicle 
broke, and by the plunging of the anii^al he was exposed 
to the most imminent peril, yet he felt so unconcerned as 
scarcely to attempt to move from his perilous situation till 
severely expostulated with by his friend. 

As he was a young man accustomed to business, and 
had a cultivated understanding, he clearly discerned the 
evil of remaining in this state, and therefore earnestly- 
solicited relief if it could be afforded him. He .experience(| 
no pain in the head, or in either hypochOndrium,' and the 
bowels were moderately open. The eyes exhibited; a yellow-; 
ish tinge, but it did * not appear deeper seated .than the 
cpujunctivse. His appetite was impaired, and he wcLs.mAch, 
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anxioyed from flatulence. There was connected with this 
young man's case a painful reference to some indiscretion, 
'of early life, but it was easy to perceive, on this subject, 
that it was the compunction of a tender conscience greatly 
'perverted by the scandalous publications of mercenary and 
ignorant empirics, and by demoniacal temptation. 
•^ It was evident that he needed the kindest management, 
land though something could be effected by medical treat- 
ment, it was rather by counsel, and an appeal to his reason 
and his religious principles, that his distress was to be over- 
come. Happily he had a sufficient sense of moral obligation 
to protect him from self-destruction, or his indifference to 
life would have left him undefended. After due attention 
to the mind, he was recommended to take six grains of 
hydrargyrus cum creta every other night, and five grains of 
carbonate of ammonia in some infusion of calomba three 
times a day. 

' He had been accustomed to take both wine and porter 
with his dinner, but he was directed to omit the latter and 
hot to exceed two glasses of the former. 

At the expiration of a week he represented himself as being 
tnuch better. His mind was so far improved that he began 
to feel somewhat of the value of life, and to take an interest 
in business. His appetite was improving, he experienced 
less flatulence, and the yellowness of the conjunctivae was 
decreasing. He continued the same plan, and three days 
afterwards reported himself well. 

• At the end of another week he perceived some indications 
of a recurrence of the affection, and solicited a renewal of 
the medicine, which speedily averted the symptoms. 

As this amiable young man had been the subject ' of 
frequent attacks of mental distress under some peculiarity 
of modification, and as his circumstances fully warranted 
th6 connexion, I urged upon him the importance of marriage. 
At first he thought himself quite unworthy of so honorable 
a relation ; but, under amended health, and a less beclouded 
state of mind, his views altered, and he soon associated him- 
lielf with an interesting woman every way adapted to make 
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him happy. He was greatly cheered hy the society of his \vlfe, 
but, at times, under slight dyspepsia/his dejection returned, 
and needed both mental discipline and medical treatment. 

I have known persons impute to mastupratio extremei 
degrees and most humiliating forms of mental distress. 
Though we should be most cautious not to palliate this 
vicious and odious practice, which in some schools, is 
carried to a inost lamentable and pernicious extent, yet„ 
when the mind becomes deeply affected by a retrospective: 
view of the turpitude of Former years, it usually arises either 
from physical derangement, or from a heightened tone of 
moral sensibility. Sometimes the. nervous system is so, 
affected that there is not only an indifference to the ordinary 
avocations of life, but a total insusceptibility to conjugal 
excitement, and the idea of permanent incapacity has added, 
to the intensity of distress. These cases, however, generally 
do well by judicious and persevering treatment. 

It would be incompatible with the nature and design of this^ 
publication to amplify on the subject of mental diseases,, 
except so far as they are connected with the digestive, 
organs, nevertheless, I cannot pass onwards without a few, 
remarks on subjects of which the preceding cases remind us.. 

The proteiform effects of derangements of the digestive 
organs are strikingly exemplified, even if we exclusively 
consider them in relation to the mind. ■ The memory andl 
other mental faculties I have shown may be impaired, 
especially from suspended hepatic function, when that of 
itself may* appear slight and unimportant. I have known, 
persons lament that their memory was not so retentive 
as formerly — ^that they had impaired power of application-— . 
that in reading or in listening to a speaker they had less , 
command over their attention, and were not so ready ia 
comprehension as formerly; but did not suffer headach, 
nor consider themselves unwell, though on inquiry it was. 
evident that the abdominal viscera were not in healthy . 
operation. These persons experienced an essential improve- 
ment in the mental powers on the functions of these viscera 
being restored. 
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^ Bfit tfid efvil'is iii^t 'limitBd4o the powers Df the mlndy Sot 
th^'MUXtr eMde scnifs the temper; end though the man may 
perceive and lament hie ivai^ibtlityi he 4itiU finds himself 
initftted by tiscumstances which formerly would have 
pirodticed iio sucL effeots. Snvy, too^ and suspiciousness^ 
beceme developed* He impute* motives the most unwar- 
fttntabie to persons about, him, and fancies that almost 
eVery imxt is more prosperous than himself. He feels a 
secret ideasure in the misfortunes jot others, and suspeets 
6ven his friends of an intenticmc to do him injury, or to show 
him i disrespect. Though ashamed to violate eocial re- 
lationships he is a stranger to thos^ honorable feelings 
which an intelligent and social being should cultivate, and 
which, perhaps, had usually actuated himself. These 
affections, Hke diseases of ^e body, claim early atten- 
tibn^'saa.tbey are usually much more easily removed in 
their incipiency than when inveterate. - The disease on 
which they depend in its advanced stage is not so easy of 
remedy, and when a habit of incorrect thinking is formed 
the individual hasi not only to oveocomeLthe habit in relation 
to himself, but it) is- move than probabjb that he has difll* 
ctthies to encounter in relation to others. . A man who ha^ 
long entertained erroneous opinions, has not unfrequently 
invi^ved himsedf with others, either in the sentiments he 
Uas' expressed, or the actions to which his opinions have 
prompted him. 

In all cases of protracted dyspepsia we should ascertain^ 
if possible^ whether the derangement be kept up by any 
oause of mental solicitude. Our patients, and particularly 
ot»r young fiiexids^ are not always ^^andid enough in, their 
confessions ; and from their own disingenueusness they sub- 
ject themselves to severe and unpleasant discipline, expose 
their friends to needless expense and anxiety, and occasion 
the practitioner great vexation and disappointment. Where 
there is reason to suspect dissimulation, no feeling of interest 
will ever allow an honorable man to connive at it. 1 am 
persuaded, however, that reprehensible as many of tbeindi- 
duals are who practise deceptions of this kind^ in many 
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instances of simulated disease our compassion should b^ 
awakened. Under avt^rieiy of eanseswe have s^eu how 
slight a physical derangement may produce mental incon- 
gruity. In cases of severe disappointment arising out of 
a thwarted attachment^ and where an attempt has been 
made to gain the object by a succession of feigned diseases, 
of which I could enumerate some striking examples, there 
is^ perhaps, not always so nmch guilt in the artifice as we 
may at first imagine. The mind has been powerfully 
affected. The secretions and the excretions have become 
irregular, and the disordered functions have reacted on the 
mind. Dejection and partial alienation have resulted. I 
have been consulted in cases where the concealment and 
disguise were practised by individuals so truly exemplary on 
all other points that I was led to regard it as a species of 
monomania. The perversion might originate in a deranged 
state of the digestive organs, independently of the powerful 
cause to which I have alluded, and has been found the 
precursor of obscure but fatal disease. I have seen cases 
in which the cause was extraneous, depending upon ill- 
directed education-^the inaccessibility, or the arbitrary or 
tyrannical disposition of a parent or guardian; but in other 
cases it would appear that no apology whatever, nor even 
extenuation, can be offered, except what is found in the 
common frailty of human life. Let us^ however,, be on 
our guard, and not indiscriminately associate cases in the 
origin of which there is great contrariety. 

Whenever it is discovered that the functions of the diges- 
tive organs, or of any other organs, suffer from mental 
causes, or where mental suffering is induced or aggravated 
by physical derangements, there is not only the most legiti- 
mate occasion for medical treatment, but it is equally in- 
cumbent on the practitioner to direct his attention to the 
mind. He must discriminate its diversified exigencies, affoid 
such counsel, and adopt such discipline, as the peculiarity of 
the circumstances may demand. Some of these patients 
merit firm and decisive reproof or exhortation, and towards 
some others the expression of sympathy will not be expedient :: 



jbnt.mmy a« most justly entitled tp the 4eiQpest eommisem- 
iioh, and the exercise of kindness and opznpassion will not 
be misplaced. No fipeliags of humanity can justify the 
lindiscriminating and unmitigated severity in which some 
practitioners have indulged. It is unmanly to take advan- 
tage of a disabled mind, and uncourteous to violate the 
civilities of life, when an equivalent is given for the ^^ounsel 
solicited. Such conduct is disreputable to the individuals 
themselves^ and is disgraceful to a profession whose object 
is to sooth and heal, not to insult and irritate— nor to terrify 
and worry, and repel the afflicted. We know some of these 
men are susceptible of the kindest and most benevolent 
feelings, and this makes it the more lamentable that either 
from habits formed in early life, or from an impatient or 
intractable temper, they should do despite to the suggestions 
of a humane and generous disposition. 

Medical men are not unfrequently consulted respecting 
individuals labouring under what has been denominated 
religious melancholy. On subjects so momentous as those 
involved in their future and eternal interests, we cantiot 
wonder that persons sometimes feel both solicitously and 
iacutely. It is true the doctrines of Christianity, when rightly- 
considered, are not adapted to excite despondency— they* 
should rather cheer and animate the mind, and sustain the 
hope, and temper the passions, amidst the perpetually recur^ 
ring difficulties and excitements of life. Nevertheless, a 
susceptible mind, duly impressed with their holy and eleva- 
ting tendency, and conscious of its inability to attain the 
standard of divine revelation, must often feel dejection when, 
the provision made for the penitent, in the obedience and 
sacrifice of the divine Redeemer, is not sufficiently considered. 

Whenever these cases are uncombined with corporeal de- 
rangement, of course they do not fall under the province of 
the medical practitioner; but I apprehend that where the 
feeling is very intense it rarely happens that there is not 
some bodily affection to which attention may be usefully 
directed. Most frequently these cases occur in persons . 
having a predisposition to dejection of mind, a proneness to 



dtAltul^ unfavorable hiferti^esVi^tbre^peettoth^etVes) oh 
ftlt subjects. It wffl'signify cdinparatively little, so far as tTieiir 
fcfeling 11^ cdni^eitied, vi/hst may be the religious sentiments 
they adopt, provided they are sentiments which invest 
religion with its preeminent importance. Cowper appears 
to hare afforded an example of this kind. The seeds of 
melancholy were early sown in his mind, and its exquisite 
susceptibility was favorable to their development. Nothing 
could be more unjust than to impute to his tenets that which 
was' identified with his temperament and constitution. 
Where no apparent derangement of health preceded, it fre- 
quently happens that in consequence of the mind's dwelling 
almost perpetually on one topic both the health and the 
I'eason suffer, and the tendency to this is frequently increased 
by an encroachment on the needed hours of repose. Whe- 
ther, therefore, disorder of the health be a precursory or 
consequent occurrence, the case becomes deeply interesting ; 
and a judicious combination of medico-moral treatment may 
be most satisfactorily employed. 

' The diversity of circumstances under which these cases 
occur renders it impossible to institute any other than general 
piinciples of management. Not unfrequently an attempt 
is made to divert the attention wholly from religious 
subjects, and to effect this a routine of amusements, and an 
endless change of society, have been recommended and 
{Airi^ued ; but no plans are so irksome to the patient, or so 
inefficient as to the result. We have known instances in 
which the most injurious consequences, both to the mind 
atid'health of the individual, have resulted. If there exist a 
sincere conviction of the importance of religion, no effi)rts 
directed to extinguish that feeling will avail. Instances 
without' number might be adduced to prove that it has with- 
stood the most assiduous efforts that severity could dictate,' 
or mistaken kindness employ. All attempts to destroy' 
religious sentiments and feelings by ridicule and reproach, 
or to control them by coercive means, will only augment the 
mental perturbation. But, though they cannot be extin- 
gukhed^^'theTHost salutkry guidance may be affordied under 



]^Qd .jaB4^pvud(3Ut mw^menti. The ^..assoQiates of an 
individual ufide^ these circupstances may exercise very 
powerful influence, If with sound judgment and conquered 
feelings ther^ be somewhat of ccuxgeniaUty of sentiment^ 
i|itercourse with them will tend to allay the mental anguish 
by softening the sensibility and by correcting and guiding 
the opinions. 

Similar observations wi^ apply to reading. For though 
it will be necessary to make a prudent selection to occupy 
leisure moments and to assist reflection, yet to prohibit 
writings somi^what adapted to the individual's inclination 
would generally be found injudicious if not seriously 
hurtful. 

It will be indispensably necessary to prohibit any encroach- 
ment on the necessary hours of rest, as well as the practice of 
bluing recluse during the day ; and the occasional indulgence 
ia such recreations as inflict no violence on conscience may 
be exceedingly beneficial. 

Many cases of deep distress of mind from religious impres- 
sions, connected more or less with bodily disorder, have 
fisJlea und^ my observation, and have been benefitted by 
pls^ of management formed on the principles I have stated, 
OQQJoined, when needful, with medical treatment. I have 
v^i^itAured to offer the^e suggestions because some practitionei:s 
have great repugnance to interference in such instances, and 
if they do interfere are disposed to sanction the imputation 
of fanaticism. Indeed, we have occasionally known them 
countenance plans of management more befitting the perse- 
cuting reign, of Mary than congenial with the present age of 
enlightened and. liberal policy. We believe, however, tha^t 
tmch ^ accusation is i^ot extensively applicable. 
.. ;AmQng religious opinions the doctrine of predestination 
is, perhaps, that which is the most impugned, as it relates to 
the mental powers; but I may safely challenge the opponents 
of this doctrine to substantiate their charges by the prepon- 
derance of their f9,cts. The persons who have made these 
assertions have, perhaps, taken little trouble to ascertain th^ 
import of the word as used in scripture, and as adopted by 
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a numerous class of episcopalians^ and amongst some of the 
most numerous sects of protestant dissenteiis. These objec*' 
tors usually couple with it the horrid doctrine of reprobation, 
or combine with it the idea of a man's esteeming himself 
released from accountability — of his being impelled to an 
iheyitable and unalterable destiny. It involves in it, hoi^- 
ever, no such consequences ; and having had a pretty wide 
opportunity of observing its moral, and mental, and physical 
effects, I venture to affirm that it does not sanction or 
even tolerate licentiousness of conduct, or necessarily induce* 
melancholy feelings, or promote aberration of mind. Bu^ 
that persons who hold this sentiment are liable to all modi^ 
fications of mental and physical maladies, in common with 
others, will not be denied. 

Though it. is true that under perverted views, in peculiar 
constitutions, religion has been the cause of great dejection, 
yet, it may safely be asserted that the cultivation efreligiotfa 
and pious liabits has a most benignant influence idi pfoduciitg 
peace, and evenness,' and power, of mind. Many individuals, 
men of acute discernment, and whose testimony, did not 
arise from prepossession, have often expressed their astonish* 
ment at the patient endurance of suffering, and the tranquil 
contemplation of death,manifested under these circumstances^ 
This observation does not apply to those cases in Whieh 
attention to its momentous concerns was deferred till th^ 
season of apprehended peril ; for then, although the sQfferep 
may be deluded into false security, and the tortures of an 
accusing conscience may be somewhat allayed, the mind id 
generally in a state 'of too much distraction to receive its 
highly consoling influences. . Repose amidst the painful and 
. mysterious events of providence can be reasonably expected 
only when religion is tSie result of deliberate conviction, 
when it has maintained its just ascendancy over the passions, 
when it has been exemplified by integrity of conduct, in 
faithful reliance on the une;Ting wisdom of the Deity, and in- 
the enjoyment of a hope of immortality through faith in the 
Redeemer. 
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■ ' infiMni^ ofiht digesthe organs on the inusetddr system. 

' The influence of the digestive organb on maftctikr ftction 
iflt very remarkable. It has hardly escaped the observation 
of any individual, how greatly hid feeling of strength^ and 
bis agility of locomotion, are dependant on the condition 
of the digestive organs acting through the medium of the 
tiervous system. Weakness, aching limbs, paralysis, and- 
involimtary contractions, are so often occasioned by derange^ 
ment of the organs in question, that it is scarcely necessary 
to advert to the subject. Owing to worms, and other causes 
of irritation, in the alimentary canal, how often do our 
infantile and juvenile offspring become the subjects of con- 
vulsions, chorea, or other spasmodic affections ! 

Ill these states of deranged digestion it is very curious to 
observe how a single muscle, and an insignificant one as to 
size, shall become the seat of these irregular actions, and 
perhaps be the only disorder of which the patient might be 
conscious ! 

Cases of spasm. 

• ■ . ' ^ 

A few years ago I was consulted by the mistress of a 
fatnily respecting a maid servant who had been rendered 
extremely uncomfortable for some days, in consequence of > 
a -perpetttal convulsive action in one of the zygomatic nms- 
cl^« This action gave the face rather a ludicrous expression. 
The young woman enjoyed good health, and represented 
herself "as being well at the time. On inquiry, however, I * 
found that the bowels had long been (Constipated. Some 
purgative medicine was administered to her, and in a few 
days the muscular affection wholly ceased. 

I was recently consulted by a strong man, a sugar refiiier, 
who infonned me that he was dreadfully affected with cramp,' 
with which he was repeatedly attacked every night, and > 
owing to the agony was compelled to rise from bed* Tfaeve;. 
appeared to be a morbid state of hepatic secretion^ and* 
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1^0 medicine was prescribed except a grain of the hydrargyri 
submurias every other night. After taking erai the -first 
dose he experienced no further annoyance from the attacks 
till some weeks after he had ceased taking the pills. On the 
recurrence- of the affection he sdicited the same remedy 
which proved equally efficacious. ^ 

A little boy, five years old, who a fortnight or three weeks 
before had undergone scarlatina, was seized at the beginning 
of November^ 1822| with severe pain between the shoulders^ 
attacking him in paroxysms of about an hour's diirationi 
During the continuance of the paroxysm the arms were 
stiff(^ed, and the muscles of the upper part of the back 
were contracted. I visited him on the Sth, and found him 
u^der one of the tetanic attacks. He had slight fever^ a furred 
tongue, and unsettled bowels. I directed the back to be rubbed 
with soap liniment, and the following powders to betak^i. 

R Pulv. Ipecac. C. gr. iij; 
Hydr. Submur. gr. s^, 
' Pulv. Antim. gr. j, M. et ft. pulvis ; 
sexta quaque hora sumendus. 

These powders were continued till the 12th, with the occa- 
sional omission of the calomel, but up to that period Ho 
amendment had been experienced. The attacks reeurr^ 
three or four times daily, and were extremely painful; . but 
in the intervals he was comfortable. 

As therje was gastric acidity an alkaline mixture was^pre-* 
scribed for him as well as an active dose of calomel ax^d 
scammony every other night. From the 14th the .attacks 
began to diminish both in frequency and violence^ and by 
the 26th they had wholly ceased. . 

• In the year 1821, the mother of this boy underwent a 
most severe spasmodic attack, apparently connected, with 
deranged bowels ; it occurred soon after parturition, and 
affected first the upper 'limbS' and then the diaphffi^;m. and 
heart.* . . ... 

— ^**l I < " » ■ I I It t I I I I ■ « I II « I I ,1 . ■ . ,IM . , I < ■ !■.■ I I «■■■.. « . Mil > * i I , I I 1 

: *Tbi$ C99»mprisn nxl^nphin my edition of Mosgagni, vol. l,p. 129; ..^ 
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la other cases isonewhat ce^eml^liiis jth^^ .^f ^,,y^io^ 
above de«eribed» I have found pUrga1;iit€^ said .C9irl>qpate .of 
iron successful ; but as these eJttM(#^ an.^^U, €is. t^p^eof 
chorea and similar affections^ oviginate uudfx widely differ^t 
eiroumslanoes, the treatment .also mu^t be varied. . 

The first of the two following caB^s, affords evidepq^.,of 
sympathetic affection in the leg, in which themusdets were 
concerned; and the latter is a strikiag f^id lapaeotabile 
. iafitence of adynamia, connected with a. greatly ^paired st^lfte 
of the mental faculties. 

Affection of the leg from chronic hepatitis* ^ * • 

On the 1st of Ajuril 1818, 1 was jrequested to insit Mn Qm 
a traveller iu the wine trade; about .ttdtty years, of .age% .Se 
infiNrmed me that he had just returned bqm a long jonmeyt 
during which he had suffered greatly in consequence of a 
disordered stomach. He had consulted Dr. Carr of North* 
ampton. Dr. Digby of Norwich, and otl^r physicians in his 
route. The acute symptoms had been pitigated, but he found 
them returning. He complained of pain in the scrobiculus 
cpi^^s, and in the right hypochondriwpa, e^te^ding rou94 the 
back and beneath the right scapola. The abdomen was 
tender, especially at the edge of the ribs on the right sidet 
He. had become grealUy reduced in fleshy and was^much.au* 
noyed by flatulence. One of the .most promiA^t points of 
complaint,, however, was violent and deep-seated pain in the 
.1^, with extreme soreness and inability to bear it o.n. the 
ground; but the limb was not .swollen. It >had comsi^eiaQ^d 
after the abdominal affection,* and,, from the. history h^ gave 
me, I was led to believe that the disease. was seated in the 
muscular tissue and not in the ovular* His pulse was 8Q« 

Ten ounces of blood. were withdraim firom the side by 
cupping. Five grains of the blue pill wore. dii»cted, Ao b6 
taken every night, and ten grains of sodse subcarbonas in a 
diluted dose of infusum calombsB three times a day. On the 
fourth he reported that during the .preceding, night heliad. 
experienced violent pain in th^' aton^^,. ai^iacepitly from 
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'flatulencie. ' He itill had pain beneath the edge of the Hbs, 
and on examination I could distinctly perceive th<6 Kver 
projecting into the abdomen^ but its surface felt even. 

There was a slight tinge of yellowness round the patient's 
mouth; and in the paler parts of his- fiice. His tongue was 
but little furred, and the urine not high colbured. The pulse 
was 86, and the temperature of the skin comfortable ;' but 
towards morning he uniformly had profuse perspiration. 
There was so much tenderness in the right hypochondrium 
as not to allow of his lying on it, and on attempting to re- 
dine on the left side, he was immediately seized with a sense 
of dragging in the opposite side, so that decumbence in the 
supine position, with the body bent, was the most comforta- 

G ble posture. It was evident that he had subacute hepatitis. 

B' He invariably found the leg most painful when the digestive 

organs were the most disturbed. He passed the night of the 
6th restless, and was low and languid the following morning. 
The soreness about the hypochondrium and' the abdomen 
had decreased ; the state of the leg was nearly stationary, 
though still varying according to the <iondition of the abdo- 
minal organs. 

Two days afterwards, under continued improvement of the 
hepatic affection, and under the nightly use of the blue pill, 
the leg had become much better. Twice or three times he 
took a grain of opium at bedtime with the blue pill, but it 
was necessary to discontinue it, for though tending to pro- 
mote sleep, it checked hepatic secretion ; the tongue became 
more furred, there was an increase of flatulence, and the 
uneasiness of the leg increased : eight grains of the succus 
hyosciami were substituted for the former pills, and every 
other night two grains of the hydfargyri sufomurias were 
combined with the extract. 

' By the 23rd of this month he had lost nearly all the more 
acute symptoms of disease in the abdomen, and therefote 
an ounce and half of decoction of bark, with a moderate doise 
of tartras potassae was taken twice a day. The leg, however, 
was 6till extremely weak, and at times very painful ; thie 
muscles were peculiarly flabby, and the limb was evidently 
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dyfie onbrbcaCion; . . , < 

On tihe 24th he informed me that during the preeedin^^ 
night he had Buffered violent pain in the leg, although' hte - 
gtoeral health had improyed. He experienced no paiix htf ' 
either hypochondrium, bat felt low and languid. Whilst: 
directed to continue the timic mixture, he was also i^eeom- 
mended three grains of the pilola hydrargyri with an-eqnal'^ 
quantity of the extractum conii three< times a day» ' 

He reported on the 26th that the leg generally was Tery ^ 
.painful. It continued wasting, and the power of meitito'^ 
in the toes was very imperfect, nor could he bear * any : 
weight upon the limb. His tongue was furred, but llte^' 
appetite was now moderately good, and his bowels were \, 
regular. , - .\ 

The dose of the extract of hemlock was inereasedtofote*' 
grains, which he took three times a day, with the same^^ 
quantity of the blue pill as before. The ' decoctioa oif 4 
^arsaparilla was substituted for the bark. •'> 

By the 29th he had so much improved as to suffer little <: 
pain in the leg, which he was able to move freely. - - * 

^Eaaly in the morning of the 7th of May I was sent fop'^ 
in haste, in consequence of his having vomited blood* m • 
rather a considerable quantity. He complained of eevBre > 
pain and soreness across the epigastrium, and his bowek 
were rather confined. Some purgative medicine Was pre«-»'^ 
scribed for him which acted freely. The first dejection ^^ 
was very bloody, but not the succeeding ones> and by the ^ 
following morning the soreness had decreased. As he was <^* 
still extremely weak a small dose of the pilula ferri eum^ * 
mjrrha was taken with the cicuta, and the mercurial pfti ^ 
every other night. On the 12th he had rather an inoreaiift ^ 
ofmbdominal soreness, and occasionally he had pain. HiiEi ,^ 
tongue was a little furred. The leg gave him very- little ^> 
pain, and his appetite was good. -* ■ ; . I 

From this period he took small doses of neutral saks> ahd"^ 
occasionally some mineral acid in bitter infarion^' t!Hl^4il 



lAiftdUiy iinpcoTed» apd by tb» end of the mdnth ocmU 
waiki abo«t «Md K^p^w«d aaariy welL. A i»wit iota tiie 
country was recommended to liim, and he. returned about 
the beginning of August quite welL Even then, howev^er, 
the leg which h^ been diseased remained the. smaller- of 
the two. A continuance of good health was enjoyed^ and in 
prograes of time the limb regained its proper bulk. 

Though this gentlemsn had been more circumspect than 
many who travel in the same line^ and who fancy that an 
order from the publican can be most readily obtained over 
the bowl» or the bottle^ yet he had somewhat injured him- 
B^ii by drinking to excess* The liyer, from, this cause, was 
predisposed to congestion and inflammation, and this had 
beaia inereased by the exposures of a journey. . The con<- 
joint effects of these causes placed the patient in ^ great 
hazard of organic disease^ and he prudently resolved to 
discontinue habits which had exposed him, in the prime of 
life» to considerable suffering and peril. The hsemorrhage, 
it is probablci took place from the vessels of the stomach, 
without abrasion. : The pain in the leg I regarded, as 
nenmlgii^ . The diminution of bulk, and the occasional 
existence of infl9i}^ma^ory action, were not opposed to this 
opinicm* Wasting frequently happens from paralysis, and 
the tn^isiti^n from irritation to inflammation is not un« 
common.. 

On many occasions I have seen inflammation and ulcer- 
atiM of the kgs arise from hepatic lesion. Qn two occa* 
siens ulcfsratioa ixl the , h^ was kept^ up by periosteal 
exostosis, which app^red to have arisen from, a morbid 
diathesis, the resuU of organic disease in the liver^ One 
of these patients, had been accustomed to excessive drinking, 
and after death thi^ w^tkulie liver was found scirrhous. 3oth 
legs had been in thei^ta^e I have .described, and in conse? 
que&ce of tb|S<)ontifiued and.unallayable pain and irritatiop 
atlendftnt pn one of them, the patient's desire to have the 
leg amputated was complied with about two years befor«9 
hisdiicea$e« ,■! n^^ aaw .an. affection of the leg. exactly 
likst^bat described .abrove. ' r. 
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Adynamia and impdited iktettMfMndftangmM9Ariaik tkt 
digestive organa Htrmon fUfHinii^iito^ S^j ' > 



Before proceeding to detail the fbllowmg -eompli^aled 
case, I must bespeak the reader^s 'canddur. >The •sufferev 
was reduced to so mi^rable a coBdidonV' and - tile okcmur 
stances altogether were so deeply- interesting to me^ /that, 
))erhaps^ I might be betf^yed into^ prod^f^^ * of <iiairajbkisi; 
The efforts of the medi<^al praelititeiBr aire not iliauted> to 
medical and dietetic •prescription':*r-tt' is ^eq^iallyhia d«Ay 
to discipline the mind; and the combined' attoiAion' to tlirese 
objects contributed to raise* the - subject of th^ feU^wing 
particulars from a most abject condition H>f • bodily ^c^d 
mental imbecility^ connected withf es^triemel perVenteaete 
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Case. • 

On the 23rd of August; 1817, a gentleman' residing- ntor 
town requested me to'visil; a relative of 'his who had bben 
conveyed from a more remote pdrt'of ike'cbti^iryy andwho^ 
he s^id; was either deranged, or l^d unaccountably perveiw 
that it was kindness to imp^te"his conduct "to ^Rsanily^ 
The leading object the gentleman had in view -was** to 
obtain a certificate of' lunacy to place the palient in an 
asylum: He informed 'me that th^^ patient wai^ silito^ f^wt§ 
of age, that he lost his father whi6n veryyoungv^tat her«h^ 
been much indulged by his mother^ atid that'his tem]^r^'ati 
early developed, was not good: At derten yefaii^s of^ig^jiitt 
said, he went to boarding school', ah'd evini6ed'COtisidera9s)le 
facility of acquiring the elements of* knowledge, sothatflfe^ 
proceeded satisfactorily with his studies; ^indeed, i^'mr 
tremely fond of reading, ^nd hts -'appltcatitm waB* smnetlatoB 
intense. At length he became ill, and was'sen^^ 'hetse-to^w 
under maternal care; » /• , . , ,, .,., 

• He was not able to give any precise intelligence Tespeotng 
the nature of this attack, but was infonned ihat'it ixaA-BCmB 
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connexion witit a disordered state of the bowels. The mpre 
active symptonn quickly subsidedv but the youth wsis left 
with slight incbspofidtion^ cht^^ indidatad by bis oapricious- 
ness of disposition, his deceitfulness, and his frequent 
refiasals of food. i 

He. expefienced the utmost attenticm that kisadness could 
surest, till his mother's health and comfort wiere so esseor 
tially injured that her friends persuaded her to subject .him 
to coetcive treatments Firm and severe measures were tri^ 
very perseYerii^y, foe the purpose of removing iwhat w^as 
now ascribed to an unsubdued and evil temper. Under this 
management the mental powers became incr^a8ingly enerr 
vatedy and his body wasted, rapidly ; so that he was again 
committed to the care of his mother. While with her he 
gained flesh, but his mental faculties remained equally, .weak 
and perverted. 

During the whole of this period the bowels were consti* 
pated; and a variety of purgatives and other medicines were 
prescribed by the family practitioner. The patient had often 
taken calomel, but uniformly to his disadvtantage. 

By the cenfinement he demanded of his.miothery by the 
solicitude excited, and by the constant and thankless aei^ 
vices she rendered, her health again au&red. He ■ at thi^ 
time had sunk so deeply into a staie of childish imbecility 
that he could not be tranquillized at ^ night .without sleeping 
with his mother, and often he required her to rise for the 
purpose of changing his position. Again forbearance had 
done its utmost, and it was resolved once iqaore to withdraw 
him from an OTerindulgent nnrse^ partly with a view to her 
own restoration, but principally from an idea that her kind- 
ness and pliability fostei^^ the son's waywardness. So 
convinced, indeed, were the • friends that mental alienation 
^Eisted, that he was sent to a private asylum, and was plax^ed 
Wflh « raving maniac* After remaining herovfor a week he 
was seen by the physician, who did not regard him as a 
proper object for the institution. The situation had ^oduced 
gfcat ^may*^ audi the youth presented the most earnest 
ettteeattes ifor ^removali promising^ hie uibmost a^deaTOuVs ;to 
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A^id eteiy thing which waa «iqple«iBawt^ to bis ffi6l^la; baft 
it wa6 Boon discovered that thankful aa he was for deliyer-. 
anee from his horrible confinement it .had no influeiice on 
his future habits. 

Sometimes he was attacked with convulaive , affections 
resembling chorea. Occasionally be voided, with the alvine 
excretions, flakes of substance nearly as large as a finger 
nail, which, from the description, consisted of concreted 
mucus. Sometimes he had difficulty in swallowing,, and the 
Stomach frequently ejected its contents. One of the most 
eminent physicians in London, w.ho saw. him, supposed that 
he had worms, but none were ever discovered. Heiw^s aJis.Q 
visited by another physician of extensive experience, but.UQ 
very efficient measures were adopted. 

. When I was requested to see him four years :had elapsed 
from the commencement of this train of circumstances* Fop 
three years he had been confined to the house, except when 
forcibly conveyed away in a carriage ; and for two year^ h^ 
had not supported himself on. his feet. Duidng the whf)}e 9f 
this time the utmost indocility of mind,. and progressing 
feebleness of body, had been manifested. . He never sought 
improvement from books, however entertaining, and was sp 
irriltable that conversation in his presence excited termagancy. 
Be was now. regarded nearly in the hopeless .copditiQn of 
idiocy^ and under this idea he had been forcibly bxough,t 
iromi his mother's residence into the neighbourhood of tx>w^, 
jUnder the. hope tbsJt^ a testimonial WQuld. consign hii^ to.-fi 
.plaoe of safety, and exonerate hi6.f]iend9 from a. heavy 
^eightr of anxiety, and from perpetual ve:pttion.. . . ; ; . 

. The history is thus brought dowu to the day on which. |[ 
;wa$ required to see the patient, and the relative who r^ 
t{uested my attendance said that he must be present. s^ti^^ 
intesrview, or,, perhaps the youth i would not give any account 
lofjiimself: but. his presence wns,decUned« as weU^as that of 
any third person. 

^ When I entered the. room he bad jni^t been4ift€|4 Qf^ of 
fbed, flpd his . appearance .was -tr^ly.d^pjora^e, ju3^..^^^ 
ndaptedtot excite cpmmisei[atiQii». l^/satJl]i,a.phairicWrftjgp^ 



did 

iti ablanket^ leahfai^liSisliekd'oiif «t pilloW. His'face wag pale 
and distre^sed^ his Kps wer^ dfy, and nearly all his teeth had 
rotted" away. The pupils of the eyes were dilated, and the 
conjunctivae inflamed. After speaking to him kindly and 
expressing sympathy and interest in his condition a measure 
of confidence seemed to»be excited, and he gave a tolerably 
minute and unreserved description of his sufferings. From 
that account and from inquiry the following particulars were 
gathered. He had been ill four years. He was seized in 
the commencement with pain in the head and stomach, and 
though he thought these parts were affected simultaneously 
yet he had not a distinct recollection on this point. He 
experienced occasional pain in the region of the umbilicus 
and stomach. The abdomen was soil, but felt sore on 
pressure. This was more especially the case in the right 
hypochondrium, and I could trace the liver descending 
below the ribs towards the umbilicus. A deep inspiratioik 
did not occasion any inconvenience till the thorax was 
nearly expanded, when he felt pain and soreness across the 
epigastric region. The abdominal pain was increased after 
taking food, and thin and simple diet he found most suitabfe 
to him. Some kinds of food occasioned sickness^ but, he 
did not recollect what they were. Whenever he partook of 
food that was rich or fat the eructations were exceedingly 
nauseous, yet h^ ate animal food, and sometimes in greftt 
quantity. He usually perceived either an acid or bitter 
flavor, aiid broths uniformly turned sour. He was greatly 
aiinoyed by flatulence. The dejections were very darl^, 
^nd seldom obtained without medicine. The urine was 
high-coloured and yellow, and rather copious in quantity. 
The tongue was thickly covered with brown matter^ and, as 
2 have already intimated, he had scarcely a sound tooth 
remaining; the residue of them was covered with black 
sordes. He likewise complained of pain in the back and 
thighs. 

' At first seeing him, the pulse was 120, but before leaving 
it isunk to' 100. His' flesh was exceedingly flabby.* The fat 
investments indeed, Vas abundant, but it felt soft and 
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doughy. ' flis' liead was painful and vertiginous ; ^gfat was 
irksome^ and the faculty of vision was often obscured by 
illusive strioey or a sudden appearance of muscae volitantes. 
On making^ an attempt to read, his mind immediately became 
confused, and if the head were laid low, giddiness ensued : 
therefore, night and day he lay in a half-sitting posture. 
He described the head as being affected throughout, but 
more particularly at the top of the forehead. A rough car- 
riage was peculiarly distressing to him. Having gone 
through the inquiry that led to this detail, he presented a 
most pathetic entreaty to be with his mother ; in this respect, 
he manifested a childlike importunity, and though it was 
quite clear that he was not in a state of lunacy, yet his 
faculties were greatly enfeebled. 

From the history and the symptoms, no doubt could be 
entertained that the liver was enlarged, and its functions 
deranged ; and I inferred also, that there was an etythema- 
tous condition of the mucous membrane throughout the 
alimentary canal. It was probable, that cerebral congestion 
had long existed, and that serous effusion had resulted. In 
consequence of his complete adynamia, combined with the 
pain in the course of the spinal canal, I suspected that the 
medulla spinalis was in the same condition as the brain. 

The difficulty which would probably attend the manage- 
ment of the youth, and the uncertainty of the issue, were 
candidly disclosed to the patient*s friends; nevertheless, 
feeling very desirous of rescuing the youth from his unhap- 
py condition, they earnestly entreated me to undertake the 
case, and the patient promised to comply with every thing 
suggested for his recovery, if he might be allowed the attend- 
ance of his mother. The first object in the plan of 
treatment, was a trial of gentle ptyalism, at the same time 
keeping the bowels freely open. His diet was to consist of 
farinaceous articles and milk. 

During the first fortnight, he remained a short distance 
from town, separate from his mother. He took a grain of 
calomel three times a day, and a dose of castor oil occasion- 
ally. The hair being closely cut off, . cloths wetted with 
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vi9Qgpurial»4 yf.^^X .W^J^ ^^^^t^^7, &pp^pd to the head* By 
the m^d of a week, the gums were slightly affected, his 
tongue was rather cleaner, and there seemed a little amend- 
inent'in, the general circumstances. About this time, 
Septemher 1st. I discovered that the efforts made to encou- 
rage his exertions, had been contravened by some visitors 
who had derided him, and charged him with hypocrisy; 
90 that his removal to another situation was indispensable, 
b,efpre. any hope of extricating him from his depressed con- 
diction could be entertained. He complained very much of 
the pa^n in his back, and to this pain he attributed the ina- 
bility! tq move bis limbs. Till his removal he was ordered 
if>, qpntinue the medicine cautiously, and to have the hack 
well rubbed with a stimulant embrocation. On the 10th he 
was- brought to a lodging in an open situation, near the 
(40|i4^n Hospital, and was joined by his mother. His gums 
w^re %txll sore, but his bowels were not sufficiently open. 
E\gbt, o^mces of blood were abstracted from the loin^ by 
y^ppil^g, and a blister was subsequently applied. He was 
f^4^X§d to take five grains of calomel, every other night, and 
popi^lQ^stor oil the following morning. On the 11th he had 
^1^ ji(f)jy.;9ffensive dark-coloured dejection, and the bowels 
We^ejl^i^y a little opened; but on the 16 th he voided nearly 
llf^lf a-c^a^xber pot of dark and offensive matter, like undi- 
g^^ted . ^U°^ent— ii looked as if it were fermenting, and 
presen^d no appearance of natural bile. 
,. fi^f ii^ejlth th^ sickness had abated, and his countenance 
vi(as .rather more cheerful. He continued the ^ame dose of 
palopc^e) every other night, but instead of the occasional dose 
pf .pastor oil, he now twice a day took an opening mixture, 
made alkaline with carbonate of soda, in doses sufficient to 
2^i fre,elyfOn.thc5 bowels. 

, . 2f?(t, The l^owels have been kept freely open, the dejections 
liay^i ^sualIy a dark green colour, they look oily, and are 
q^l^^^sive.j. There is still a degree of soreness in the hypo- 
chpndriumj.; , He does not complain of much pain in the 
he9d,.,b.\it:§a^ys.tha<<;^^^ attemptevento listen to conversation,. 
,1^r jjnp s>r^!^ cpfvfusioi^ ^d giddiness. All along h» has eaten 



^t^y pirohtbited froim ifio^Hng it^aitd b^ 3t%t^8, tliat jdov^ 
ft$di appetite is more tiataral. ' 

" October Ut, Tlie bowels have been kept so crpeo^ tha^ be 
baa had three evacuations daily ; tfae dejections are gene* 
tally loose, dark-coloured and fetid, but they seldom exhibit 
the fermenting appearance except after taking the powder^ 
When they are also rather more consistent than at otibuwr 
times. A fsw days ago, a repetition of the cupping wap 
^ggested. He had great dread of this operation, and en« 
treated delay ; his desire was complied with, under, the 
Assurance that it must be resorted to, in the event ^f his not 
'progressively improving. This condition afforded him 9^ 
incentive to exertion. 

' Six weeks had now elapsed, and though he was somi^wh^ 

knore cheerful, and his head was rather bettw, yet he hjEMl 

ii&ade little progress in the use of his limbs. Hifr inelinatiQii 

to eat was still rather voracious, and he chiefly sought aninoid 

Ib^d. I discovered, too, that his stomach rejected a vc^ 

large proportion, by an act resembling that which r^tur^ 

«lhe food in ruminating animals:— it was cast up by mollis 

intd the mouth, and he spat it out. I was shown about tmfp 

pounds of half*-digested alimentary matter, which he. had 

l)rought up after dinner and i^pper the previous day, anfl 

his mother informed me, that this was about ha]f.tibe<}Uift%- 

'-^y he had eaten. ' This dkcovery convinced me tlmt we 

l^d not only a complicated and difiicuH case to manage, bnt 

^^ad to combat additional discouragements from the HMliscfe^t 

^coinpliances of the attendants. It was peremptorily ordeitid 

*that the quantity of aliment should be reduced to less tla^ 

^hialf he had previously taken. 

' Having gained considerable ascendancy over llie patienl, 
land as I bad sufficient authority during xay daily wits 1k> 
carry any project into effect, a plan of bodily exertion was 
'iiow undertaken. It must be recollected tbat the ^Mient 
had not supported his own weight for neaiiy three y^Mfp^ 
indeed, during the whole of tkat period^ he had H^.^ei^ 
^performed the - most simple act an {mttiog >te; hiouaffHifl, 



efforts consisted in buttoning his wabtccmt. Atfti^te^^^ 
ihik inus^uUir^elt^iott t^as attempted with >grea^ tremor 
and diffi^uity^ bat by the end'of a week he could 9aoce94 
with tolerable eas^. Re was then taken out of bed «|^ 
placed on his feet^ in doing which he required great.supt 
^ort^ howet^r, by degrees, we led him a few steps along 
tht/ tbbtt. To d) these efforts he bad the utmost reluot^ 
sltibe; but as they were eitecuted under my own eye I fft^ 
pei^uad^d that he did not affect much greater: feebleness 
if kiiy ihore^ than really existed. Theeffeet ppoduced wa^ 
i^ery ieniarkable. As soon as he was placed on bis feet h^ 
became greatly distressed and agitated^ and the most violent 
flii^turbance of the sanguiferous system ensued. The ,pulse 
Wifk^ accelerated ; ' the heart palpitated yebemenUyi an4 oftw 
I5^t with the utmost irregularity; and .continued ,6^ei:(4Q/9^ 
though in only taking a few stepa akmg the rwm,. prpf 
dtieed a disposition ta fiyncope, which was.averted by lagfiag 
*ihl horizontally. » , 

' 'He 'was directed to take the powder every third ivgh^ 

iHid-as much of the opening mixtuie every other day ^;^ 

't^^d act freely ^U' the bowels. At iatervening perioda^.he 

^'^Ok i^Oine bitter infusion with carbonate of ammonia, . Xb^ 

i^)(^'ap(>lrcations to the head weoe now discoiitintted*. . ..fj 

c/vi Q>||i the 8th of' October, as* ther bowete became; xpoife 

^^^bily acted on, the powd^ was discoBtinued^ and <^ 

^^Vi'pp^mtLce of the fecal evacuation became mose nat^^il^• 

^iio^etefy they were still brown and -offimsive^ find sodi^^ 

'tlffilbs'contained a consideraUe* quantity. of a white grapg* 

lated substance like concreted albumen. The abdan|ip;|l 

:Mren^ss''tiimi^ lessened wafer not removed^ and th/srfifore 

fW^l^e odnctes of blood were withdrawn from the {uurietf^ 

df ^hirpart by cuppingw 

^'' *AI1liod^h« aittehtion' to tho' bodily indisposition waJi ja 

IMttmi^^bj^dv it had aiqpeared'to me all along tbat.tl^ 

'^ttti^tttb^wind raquived akuch diacipline, for be ^e^m^ 

i|ait|rjin^aiUe:^oCteaQtonding^ biaideaa beyond objecte of 
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• « 

fyetit^y pirohibited from iiilQvHng ttj tuid He 3tiito9 t^i j»ow 
lib titppetite IS more natord. . ' 

' October Ut, Tlie bowels have been kept so opeo, thiil b? 
bfeiB had three evacuations daily ; the dgections aiB gene- 
iuUy loose, dark-eoloured and fetid, but they seldom exhibit 
the fermenting appearance except aftor tiediing the powder^ 
When they are also rather more consistent than at otb^r 
times. A few days ago, a repetition of the cupping wap 
^ggested. He had great dread of this operation, and en« 
treated delay ; his desire was complied with> under, the 
l&ssurance that it must be resorted to, in the event of hia not 
progressively improving. This condition afforded him 14a 
incentive to exertion. 

Six weeks had now elapsed, and though he was somi^wlu^ 

knore cheerful, and his head was rather better, yet he hjEMl 

inade little progress in the use of his limbs. His inelinatM^li 

to eat was still rather voracious, and he chiefly sought animi4 

food. I discovered, too, that his stomach rejected a very 

large proportion, by an act resembling that which ri$tar99 

•^e food in ruminating animals :-^it was cast up by mOiBela 

intd the mouth, and he spat it out. I was shown about two 

pounds of half<-dige8ted alimentary matter, which he. had 

brought up after diriner and supper the previous day, a^ 

his mother informed me, that this was about half. the ^iui%- 

'"fity he had eaten. ' This discovery convinced me thirtwe 

'h^d not only a (complicated and difficult case to manage, .bi^t 

*^ad to combat additional discouragements fh)m the indiscreet 

'^eotnpliances of the attendants. It was peremptorily oideml 

^hat the c}tiantity of aliment should be reduced to lesa tban 

^half he had previously taken. 

' Raving gained considerable asoendancy over llie patienl, 
and as I had sufficient authority during my daily visits to 
carry any project into effect, a plan of bodiiy exertioil w^ 
how undertaken. It must be reoolleoied that tbe-|^ent 
had not supported his own weight for neaiiy three yeiM, 
indeed, during the whole of that periodrhe h«d ti^i^.i^fefi 
^performed the RK)St simple actc]n']yiittiog<6n:jii0r}a{:fM^y 
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in^cei^i^^l(M' iwtk^ BOtfle !<^ labour, suad bjs-'ew}^ 

eiForts consisted in buttoning his wabtcoat* At&x^tewpL 

ihik \niis6Ullir^eki^iott t^as attempted with 'greajt tremor 

and difficulty, but by the end^of a week he oould Badce^4 

with tolerable eas^. He was then taken out of bad ap4 

placed on his feet, in doing which he required great supr 

|>ort; howet^r, by degrees, we led him a few Btope along 

tht^ tbdtib. To ^U these efforts he bad the utmost reluct^ 

sitite, but as they were eitecuted under my own eye I fei^ 

{)et^uaded that he did not affect much greater; feeUenesc^ 

if kny rhOTt, than really existed. The effect produced wa# 

i^ery ien^arkable. As soon as he was placed on his feet b^ 

became greatly distressed and agitated, and the most violent 

itiikturbaitce of the sanguiferous system ensued* The ,pnlse 

^^ accelerated; the heart palpitated vehemently, and Q(%m 

^\k!B,t With the utmost irregularity; and .continued ,exextip^ 

-though in only taking a few stepa along the rooiKi, pror 

dttced 8i disposition ta 'syncope, which was. averted 1^ lagring 

■Mta horizontally^ » , 

'He 'was directed to take the powder every third ivgbt^ 
^^das much of the opening mixture every other djay^;^ 
'"^ckild' act freely on- the bowels. At intervening periodii».be 
^tt)ok^6me bitter infusion witiEi carbonate of anmionia., .Xh|9 
ii9(M ap^li^tions to the head weoe now discontinued- . ^ 
.v.iQ^ni the 8tb of October, as- thei bowela becamei- move 
^^bily aot<»d on, the powder was <liaeo&tinued,. aod Hm 
^^pp^^mnce of the fecal evacuation became more nati^ra^. 
Ifi^dweter, they were still brown and o£knsive,< and som^ 
itlnifes contained a consideraUe quantity of a white grapij- 
lated substance like concreted albumen. The abdominal 
•iMreniiSs thou^ lessened was not removed, and therefore 
tW^lte oiiDcSes of blood were withdrawn from the foriet^ 
df ^hii^ part by cuppiAg* 

'^'Alfbcrd^h attention' to the' bodily indisposition wa« ^a 
ptmeitfohjedt, it had appeared^ to me all along tbattl^ 
' ^iltieM^ ) vdnd ' roquired much diacipliney for be seemed i 

)fMfliri4ni»t>aUeMo£^teaQtonding Ua ideaa beyond objocte of ■ 



tiegaTi'tD' feel ^n infterait in* Ae seieilca, as^failly' wlfen 
iBother preieiited hitn mih an excelletttsfticf osc6pe. At "firdt ' 
of course, his capability was very limited, but as often as it 
was practicable he took much delight; in subtnitting the 
minute fructification of mosses to the 6Md of his mstrutnent. 
SVery day he discovered something new to him, and th^ 
discovery allured him to renewed application. The aBticipd<^ 
.tioh too, of roving through the fields, collecting specimens 
^f vegetaUe productions, proved a stimulus to his efibrts in 
walking. 

He continued the same medicines, but as his atOoIarwere 
very dark^coloured, 1 ordered fbt him two grains of caKftnel 
every other night, till he had taken four doses, and a glkss 
of wine daily after dinner. 

At the end of March his tc^m residence was relinquish^,- 
ftnd he went to his mother's, where he spent a few days> add 
walked on crutches, though with difficulty, to the houses 6f 
his friends. Lodgings Were then taken for him on Eppiri^ 
I^rest, with a view to keep up his mental and corporeal 
eitertions, by indulging the recently acquired taste fbt 
botany. < ; 

"^ On the 9th of May I visitied him, and found him greyly 
finproving in muscular strength and in intellect. He was 
iisl^able of walking oti his crutches for upwards of 
to hour, in the pursuit of wild flowers, and many of them 
he had dried; and preserved very beautifully. His poWers 
of kssimilation were greatly strengthened. He was stitt fyt) 
sihd ihie paarts beneath the fatty envelope were regaining thtSr 
natural firmness, though by a very tardy process. 'Ever^ 
thing advanced satisfactorily till the end of July, wh^ iAi 
femur was fractured by an accidental fall from a horse he had 
mounted for the first time. During his protracted confine- 
ment he continued to use his arms in various mechanical 
and ornamental contrivances, and the energies of his mind 
wfere increasingly developed. As sobn as tbe retmionr of 
the iractul-ed bone allowed him to walk he wa^ quite WiIKiig[ 
to recommence his exertions, though^ he sl^l r^qtiii^ctf 
physical and moral discipline. . -' -<*^ 
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. Early in^tba ei3^ng,year^ I {>revaRed upon him to attempt 
to write. The unsteddineuss of his hand and the weajcuese of 
the musole^ (owing to which he was unable to hold his pen 
steadily), . oc^ca^ioned . him much difficulty ; . gradually, 
however, he .^ipxmpunted this in^ipediment, and in th^ 
first ^production Mjhich denoted catenation of thought, . hf 
selected a theme which did equal credit to his understandiAg 
and his heart. As soon aa he became capable of refleotioui 
^ ]iyas appalled by ,a coj^sciousness pf the; perils he h^ 
escaped, and of the contumacy he had indulged ; and m^ni;^ 
fest^d a sense, pf Uvc^ly gratitude to those -s^hoffk he regained 
^Mying endured his petulwoe or promoted his recovery^, ^. 
. In proportion ashis capability of exertion, and as;hi^,rQ^ 
sources of thought expanded, he showed a strong, desire ^ 
fill, the diasQX in his intellectual acq^ire9l^Qts. His digei^tive 
qrgans long required attenti^, and abput two years elap^f^ 
Ip^fore.he was able to relinquish the* suf^rt of.A.stip)^ 
Hpiyever, he now walks firmly and with celerity ; a^d vUrM 
tbe.jes^cep^ionof a.ponsl^pated sts^eoC.bowels^ and.ofi^glif 
dy:speptic symptoms, : enjoys good health* He vj^.^iMn^ 
married, and settled in business. . ; , .]. 

TThis instance shows how much may be efifectpd by pers^^r 
]j]Lg,efibrts. Though the medical treatment varied someiyJi^,i|) 
\t» n^t^re,.the principle l^pt in vie^y. was the same, andtt^i^ 
different measures exerted suc^essivQ influence f^ cpnduq^i^ 
tp. aiavorable issue. It is, perhaps,, npt ux^ivarrantaW^ tp irfe?;^ 
that jthis youth would ^ave remained, a burden l;p.^ims^lf^i^jl 
jfamily, and been utterly lost to society^ ha<jl we not pe^si^vere^ 
atepby step, tutoring the .mind, contrpHing and pprfl5(:^ing 
thf habits, as well as ix^edically prescribing, for disea£^e«, , { i 






J^f^igic and rheum^fic patins from €(era^em^nts,,qf:,,tkf{j 

digestive organs. ,..,,, 

: ■ I « If ^ t ' ' . . . » - . / . ' , •■ 

,,. In., the fop^iex d,etails. an allusion was made to paiiw 
rea^mblixig rheuinatism; I shall relate an additional ^aa^^ 
in Qonuftctip^, wi^b aijt instance of genuine rhenijaati^m* wbiql^ 
originated from the same cause,. , . , . ^ -^.^ 



^t^y pirohtbited from iifiowtng iV&itd h^^tn^. tWjpow 
kte appetite' is more nataral. . ' 

'^^ October Ut, The bowels have been kept so opeyD^ th<ii. be 
bbiB had three evacuations daily ; the dgections aiB ^eiH^* 
hilly loose, dark-coloured and fetid, but they seldom exhibit 
the fermenting appearance except after tiaking the powder^ 
When they are also rather more consistent than at other 
times. A few days ago, a repetition of the cupping wap 
^gge^ted. He had great dread of this operation, and en- 
treated delay ; his desire was complied with; umleir. the 
assurance that it must be resorted to, in the event -of hifl not 
progressively improving. This condition afforded hic^ w 
incentive to exertion. : 

^ Six weeks had now elapsed, and though he was som^wbi^ 
isiore cheerful, and his head was rather better, yet b^ hjEHl 
made little progress in the use of his limbs. Hi& ineUnatiqii 
to eat was still rather voracious, and he chiefly sought aninoi^ 
food. I discovered, too, that his stomach rejected a veiy 
large proportion, by an act resembling that which n^taripi 
4He food in ruminating animais:-*^it was cast up by m0|«eb 
ihtd the mouth, and he spat it out. I was shown about iwfi 
pounds of half'digested alimentary matter, whieh he. had j 

brought up after diilner and crupper the previous day; ,bx^ 
his moiher informed me, that l^is wak about balf.ti^iqii||%» 
'^ty he had eaten. * This discovery convinced me tl^we 
^l^d liot only a complicated and difficult case to manag(ef,,bi^t 
'^ad to combat additional discouragements ftt)m the indifictPeiit 
"cothpliances of the attendants. It was perempl^rily oidefieid 
"that the qtiantity of aliment should be reduced to les^- tibdii 
^hialf he had previously taken. 

' Having gained considerable ascendancy over the patieo^y 
and as I had sufficient authority during xay daily visite ^ 
carry any project into effect, a plan of bodiiy exertio]|^Was 
-now undertaken. It must be recollected that tbe.^^ent 
'liad not supported his own weight for neaiiy threei j^tM, 
4ndeed, during the whole of that periodrhe had i)#>!ei^ 
^performed the modt simple actHnpiittiog'ilm.lMi^ 



fxi^cfsA^ti^'l&w iti^'tte BO«:le s4)if labour, aiiLd>)ij»'e»^r}i^ 
(Bfforts consisted in buttoning his waistcoat* ' At firAt e^^^ 
thi^' mus^tilltr^elitm'liott Was attempted with.grea4; tremor 
and difficuity; bat by the end of a week be oould saqce#4 
with tolerable eas^« He was then taken out of bed ap4 
placed on his feet, in doing which he required great supr 
|>ort; howe^r, by degrees, we led him a few stops along 
th^ fbbtib. To A,ll th^e efforts he had the utmost reluct^ 
dhte, but as they were executed under my own eye I fei( 
petsuad^d that he did not affect much greater- feebleness 
If kny ihore> than really existed. The effect produced wsU9 
Very ien^^rkable. As soon as he was placed on his feet be 
became greatly distressed and agitated^ and the most violent 
itii^turbaDce of the sanguiferous system ensued. The .pnlse 
^^ Accelerated ; the heart palpitated yehemently, and often 
l)^t with the< utmost irregularity ; and xontinued.e^ertipj^i^ 
-though in only taking a few stepa along the rootn^ pror 
dttced a disposition tO"syncope, which was. averted 1^ lagfing 
him horizontally^ • , 

'He 'was directed to take the powder every third mgbt^ 

t^d-as much of the opening ddxtuie every other day^;^ 

't^fikild' act freely OU' the bowels. At intervening periods,.b^ 

^ok S6me bitter infusion with carbonate of anmionia*. . Tjbjs 

i^f(M applications to the head weue now discontinaed*- . , ^ 

^•^On^ th^* 8iii of' October, as> thei bowels beeamesi mfn^ 

^^bity acted on, the powder was diseoiktinued^ and ^iim 

^iXppMnfaee of the fecal evacuaition became more n^tura^* 

^Wtcmetetj they were still brown and -ofiensive,- and som^ 

'llii^s "c^^ntained a considttraUe* quantity of a white gran^^ 

lated substance like concreted albumen. The abdomiPj|l 

.toren^bs' thon^ lessened was not removed^ and therefore 

'Ihii^lte ounces of blood were withdrawn from the pariet;^ 

dfthi»p«ut.by.cuppfaig; 

^'' AMicrd^h' attention' to the' bodily indisposition was ja 

rpniBtieutfiA^Ms, it had appeared'. to me ail alooag tbat,.tl)u9 

' ^ilti^Mtb i wind roquived akncfa disciplinet for be seemed 

i^fW^r^^nwpaUe^oCreaBtending bia. ideas beyond (objecta of 



On the fotlowiBg <day h^S^tmnmhtt mom ffn^fi^tftblfi 
aS' to- gastric difiorrfer^ but th^'pakl -^m unabated^ and tb9> 
pulse m the evening was full and' hafd>i.and 'Upwards, of lOQ^ 
He was desireid to oontiime the dmagbtsbui toonoitthja- 
pills. Thp bowels had been opened. On the 10th he reported; 
himself greatly relieved in every respect. He was directe4' 
to take a draught three times a d^y, and every othef day^ 
half a grain of calomel with each. 

On tlie 18th he had a slight r^um^of the.sternal,pai9|; 
and su&red erratic pains in the joints. Thesa«were. whoUy^f 
remchred m a few* days by conjoiniiig acetusi cdchici Ji^j 
magnesia and liquor ammonia aeetatis; and. takiag .tWiOy, 
grains of the hydraxgyri submurias eveiy oth^..mgbU,:i i .i,i 

Twice since this attack he has been seized withxhisnwiat^, 
aflTeetions, luid each seizure was preceded by dyspepsia^. j^i;t4{ 
was speedily removed by treatment similar to thl^ whMlij 
has just been described^ . - /// 

Although there is considerable resemblance in the; tbit^tt 
preceding cases, yet I think there iaan< obvious :differepffflf 
between the two former and the latter. The latter I regaxci) 
as an example of genuine rheumatism, and I might ad^jM^Ai 
many other cases of the same kind. I do not allude to pya^.^ 
in which the internal organs and the exti^iBal pacts bfMaig|}y 
deranged by atmospheric vicissitude, or by some cause, ^flfefftijlfi | 
both in common ; but to those in which the derangam^trpf^^f ) 
digestive organs preceded, and apparently produced, the 
affection of the muscular, ligamentous, or fascial textures. 

The pain attendant on the other cases resembled riEkm- 
matism in the nature of the suffering, and in the parts 
affected. In boHi cases there was broken health, and ease 
was obtained only as health was restored. TbeSe pains> 
though they affect the moving powers, I believe are.pemja]g]c. 
They generally occur under .cir^^m^stanceSi of, j^ps^j:^^! 
constitution, with heightened. sensibility } and the,t^f^ig^»|^ 
ordinarily successful in rheumatism wdUayail.b\it j^Util^.f^li, 
am at this luoment attending a caa^e pf carcinoma ni{^ii|ifnp|} 
in which the sufferings of the patient ha?i^l2f€|DyiC|fj|j^i^^ 
afflictive character, from the. painful afti^cti^s to ;{y^ici^^ j!^^ 



hft'^'ad¥«t«eil;'' "Tte'^ c^eelkni had 6kittJHl 

fW B«vte dr «ig|it |fe«li^^iiv4lK€ttt<dooafeioiii^^^ any v«rf grMb 
i&c6nt6iiience)«1)u«'Wa^ in ^hw prc^ffNm. The patiettt mBA 
tiben seized mik scktioay or'atl^ast a painM aflfeotioti of^ 
tii6 itgkt hip t^^mblhig sciatic^) and whieh a^ first i* 
regatd^d and treated as such. Local applicationsi oolokdhi 
ctni, D(i^er's powd*r j and turpentine, trefre employed, but) 
were of no advantage ; indeed,- they at times distressed the' 
patient, especially the turpentine.' Without leaYing the 
hip, though yei:ryihg in degree, the paili smed the back a» 
in Itbodbago. Occasionally there was pain in the dioulders^ 
send at length the knee, of the same side as the affected* hip 
and the'cancer^ was most distressingly painful; and the pain 
extended along the thigh in the direction of the larger 
branch of the anterior crural nerve. The abductor uMiscte 
df ifh^ eye became paralyzed. The utmfost irritability of tibe 
whole nervous system came on, so that the movenient '^^ 
eMheif leg; unless effected with the greatest care, induced a 
Vibleiit piaroxysm of dyspnoea. Thi^ c^asfe only beaiBiii|KliEi 
the' subject in questidh by cbnnecti)!ig pains res^nbUnlgt 
rheiltnati^m, occurring in the ordinaty seats of thai diseased, 
a!flfeftting the Aiovihg' powers, but often ttaceable' through' 
th'i course of nerves, with a suffering" constitution and 
l^ij^htened sensibility«^conditiond very oommonly rldsoltin^ 
ftdriidhroftife dyspepsia,' 

. < * ■ • ■ ■ ' '■' ' I ,' * 

Jtfej^pf^g^M^ f^^f^^^d sensibility, from derangements f^ . 

the digestive organs. 
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Case 1. 



; 1. 



Ill the month of December, 1809, a young lass, twenly^ 
thre^ years of age, consulted me relative to complaints more 
el^p^ieflly cdhbected with the stomach. She had beeii the 
siibject of considerable anxiety and exertion on account of 
the illness, and finally of the death of her mother; The 
symptoms to- which she directed* attention were distenjstbn 
ahd ^ih' at tb6 stomach, occasionally iticrea^hg till i 

Q 



paa^jfffBiiijk of ibyirteTia wa» indnimli. Sbe hftd. 9Mrly f lost 
theuBftof th^ileft 8ide> wbicdb^, ]pK>w«¥er5 .wad^very paiiifuL 
The bo weU had been gre9»dy eoofiii^dy md t^^ere iHa^ (paiii 
in the right hypochondriusot and head* .. - ' 

. As.thgre were evidepc^ of debility , as w^U a3 am uliheal* 
thy oondition of the digestive organs, she was directed te 
take some. chalybeate medicine in a form resembliag that of 
the mistura ferri jcompo^ita» with ooceu^ional aloetic pur-r 
gatives ; and a.bliis^er was applied, to the neck. 
. Ill the course of a fortnight she fbecame, greatly bettc^f 
aAd I ceased attmding*. At the begwii;iig qf !Pebr«ait^ 
however, I was again consulted. She informed _me thf^t 
although the affection had greatly decline it had x^t 
wholly left her, but the symptoms had. now become much 
worse. The left arm and leg were not under the control 
ai the will, but they were the seat of the most exquisite 
morbid sensibiUty. Whenever the fingers or toes w»e 
jtouched, however slightly, violent convulsive action was 
excited, accompanied with. pain at the stomach. If* the 
•pressure were continued the whole frame was thrown into j 

.the most tumultuous agitation. 

- The means formerly resorted to, were again successful, al^ 
though fsereral ; weeks elapsed before her health was fully 
restored, and the limbs had regained their natural powers. 
By a memorandum subjoined to the above case iii my-minuie 
book, and dated May 11th, 1810, it appears that the young 
woman then remained well. 

'It is scarcely possible to read this case, without 'being 
reminded of the oppositeconditionctnies^ilesta, in which, whili^ 
the muscles are perfectly subject to volition, sensibility is so 
totally annihilated that even severe injuries inflicted on the 
limb transmit no sensation to the brain. Botht^e^ ^t9.tes 
of the nervous functions, are strongly corrobora^ve of th^ dfSr 
.poyeries- recently aiade, as to the nerves of motivaandtSepsar 

tiox^of eapor^ and of mjpor/, being dis^not.* , '- 

1 ^ ■ . I » ,. 

» 1 II — — ^^ I — ^^-^^-J ^p— ^»— »^—— — — 1^— — — — »— ^— 1— i^— — . » I ■ ■ I > 4i^MJh».— *.«— I «^ I I i>i 

* Heberden writing " De paralysi et apoplexia," notices this diatiactiOQB. 
He says, <<Ex iogenti uuipeix) paralyticorum^ qirihu^^dfui, ^septem ompii)9 
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Itmighl^pefhapBybequeBttonabl^, whethei^thedertmgeme&t 
of the digestive organs mtuB tbe cause of the afibctionb of the 
limbs, OFi rather of the nervous system ; and it is a question, 
which, perhaps, must be left undecided. Anxiety and e^er* 
tion had some part in the production of the effects alluded 
to, but they appeared to act first on the gastric functions. 
It is one of those cases which show that when there appears 
considerable derangement in the functions of the digestive 
organs, mercury is not always an indisp^isable remedy. 
Nevertheless, it must be admitted, that an unirritating dose 
of blue pill, will often produce surprising effects in mode* 
rating sensibility. 

t 

Case 2. 

* On the 13th December, 1824, I was requested to call at 
the house of a lady, whose natural disposition was ^very 
cheerful, and on my arrival, she smilingly informed me, 
that she was the patient. ^^ However/' she added, *^ I am in the 
most irritable condition, both as to mind and body that any 
creature ever was ; if a knife fall from the table lam thrown, 
into the most violent agitation, and feel at the moment, as 
if another were to fall it would drive me out of my senses^V 
She had long been the subject of hepatic derangement, an4 
at the time this heightened sensibility commenced, she had 
a sense of fulness and of dull pain in the right hypoohon* 
drium, and of inability to lie on the opposite side: she con^ 
sidered herself three months advanced in pregnancy* She 
had formerly been relieved by some blue pills, and now 



fuerunt in quibus hie sensus prorsus extinctus est. In tribus ex his motus 
aliquis supererat. Alteri tactus nunquam restitutus est, etsi motus aliquis 
rediisset. In qninto tactus post senuannum reoeptus est. In dubbus 
reliquis, quantum intellexi, neque sensus, nee motus unquam recuperatns 
est.'' Hq alludes to a faict of a still more remarkable kind, the legs being 
in precisely opposite conditions — in one paralysis, and in the other anaesthesia. 
** Ramazzini refert se olitorem quendam curavisse paralyticum, in cujus altero 
crure extinctus omnis'fnotiis ierat, illseso' sensu, in altero abolitus sensus, 
movendi potestate Integra' manente." ^ Comment'' p. 292. 

q"2 



entrented more of them. < Five grains ev^ otkeri iuglM;> were 
prescribed for her^ and twiee a^ey a' bitter uiliuiion witfe 
soda. The relief ¥^as immediate^ and ia a weekshe yf9»' a» 
wdlas usual. 

Illusive sensibility. 

There is a form of sensibility in which the outward ex- 
pression and inward emotion do not correspond. This I 
believe, is not a common state. Two cases only have fallen 
under my observation^ and they occurred in men advanced 
in years, and the circumstance I have adverted to, was the 
precursor of great failure of mental powers. Had the affec* 
tion occurred to young females, it would have been regarded 
as hysteria. Tbey laughed without pleasurable emotion, 
.and cried without the feeling of sorrow. In one it preceded 
paralysis ; in the other there were occasional signs of 
fpproaching paralysis, particularly vertigo, tremor, and Ios8 
of memory, but the physical powers gave way before any part 
became paralyzed. This gentleman had spent several years 
in a hot climate> and had been affected with the disorders 
incident to high temperatures; but he did not appear to have 
brought home with him a diseased liver. He was habitually 
constipated, and suffered much from flatulence. Subse- 
quently, prostatic disease came on, and afterwards he 
beotoie conscious of some defect of the mental faculties; but 
for a long tiine this was not apparent to other persons, 
Bordid' he then make any complaint of pain in the head. 
Alluding to the* dulness of his mind, and his inability to read 
as formerly, he would often say that his brain was like mud. 
He had always been somewhat risible; but as he advanced 
in years, and made higher attaiAnieuts in piety and setf-knoi^ 
iedgcv >he held this propensity, (which he regarded^ ass a 
failing), in greater check, though he retained' considerable 
vivacity. But it was observed at thie time alluded to, that 
' his risibility was growing upon him, and that it was often 
excited by occurrences of a painful kmd, and in thotnidst'of 
his devotional duties: andfreqneiitly^ewing to oompunction^'it 
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m a flood of tMunii These were for « fang ttine' the 
obl]r e^dences ^f ' lAipaired inteU^ct which* his fraendaob^ 
denred; snd/t nt^ fiist,. they thought very lightly of the 
circumstance. He, however, was very sensitive on the pottit^ 
and it occasioned him great distress. In process of time, it 
advanced to such a degree, that he became afraid of speaking 
to his more distant friends. He would often laugh when at 
a place of divine worship, without the occurrence of aiiy 
thing likely to excite levity. Even when asking a bltesstng 
on his food, only in the presence of his wife, he would laugh^ 
though in the midst of his apparent mirth his grief was 
intense^ When this propensity was at its greatest de^ee, 
his pulse was 80 andsofl; he had no pain in the head, nov 
giddiness, but he described his head as feeling too full, and 
his brain be compared as before, to mud ; so, that be ootild 
neither read nor meditate as formerly. 
. His chief complaints, were deficient appetite^ con6nec| 
bowels, and a most nauseous smell and flavor. Although 
ha disscribed this latter circumstance as afiecting the orgahd 
af taste,. he generally referred the sensation totheuppet 
part - of his nostrils, so that it appeared to be rather the 
eflect of morbid action in the olfactory nerves, than the 
consequence of morbid secretions,, or actions on the tongue. 
The opinion of its being ascribable to the nerves, was 
corroborated by the fact, that after the application *of twelve 
leeches to the temples, he lost for two days, the fetid odour 
and the. nauseous sensation on the palate^ The benefit was 
bttt temporary and partial, for he continued to find difficulty 
in recollecting words, and this peqdexity was increasing^ 
His appetite lessened daily, he became excessively irritablOf 
but his pulse was scarcely above the ordinary sttodard; 
A few* days before his death he rallied, conversed with mora 
energy, and spoke of his restoration. As to the head, hi 
saidithat he f^t as if the skull were scarcely large enoughi 
but hiS'had no pain. - l%e next day he seemed less disposed 
tofipeak, and had) more embarrassment Though he varied 
ibJittikifromiday.to day^ yet he gradually sunk: but his 
pulse remained undisturbed, and> the immediate cause of 
death was not indicated by any of the symptoms 



<The -yiiMpdi snorbtd appearances in the abdomen were 
calculi ia the gaU^Madder, diatended urinary bladder from 
prostatic enlargement^ and ossification of the abdominal 
aorta* The mucous coat of the atomach presented a blush 
of. redness^ and the glands were considerably enlarged* 
The glands. in the duodenum and rectum wepe enlarged, 
and in the latter there were also distinct spots bf ulceration, 
and to some of the ulcers a slough adhered. 

The aorta i/^as somewhat dilated at its origin, and the 
coats were hardened and exhibited opaque spots. 

The dura mater adhered so firmly to the cranium tihat it 
was impossible to separate them without cutting round the 
membrane. The vessels of the. pia mater were turgid, and 
the substance of the brain showed more numerous spots of 
blood than in the healthy condition. Each of the ventriclea 
contained about half an ounce of serous fluid. The yessela 
pervading the membrane of the ventricle were very tur^d, 
and presented a beautiful appearance; and the plexuses were 
vesiculated. There was a little fluid at the basis of the 
brain. The substance of the brain was rather hard, but this 
was more especially the case with the tuberculum annulare* 

Affections of the pelvic viscera from derangements in the 

digestive organs* 
f 

The influence of the digestive organs in the production of 
sympathetic afiections of the pelvic and thoracic viscera is 
familiarly known to medical practitioners, and these sympa- 
thetic ajBPections are often exceedingly distressing to the 
patient. The functions of the uterus are particularly liable 
to be affected by an unhealthy condition of the alimentary 
canal, and of the other organs subservient to digestion* 
Many such cases, under a diversity of forms, fall under the 
ptactitioner^s observation, and whatever means he might 
employ the uterine actions will not be restored till the 
removal of the primary disease. I have before me minutes 
of cases of amenorrhcBa in which the suspension of menstru* 
ation was occasioned by disease in the liver, or in the spleen : 
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o^(iiipy tpo' much isp»ce to particalame these cueed, <tiid 
tb^refoce I sliall* confine myself to a solitary instance. 

Cass I, 

a 

Amenorrlum. 

A young woman, twenty-thre^ years of age^ resident at 
Ilfordy consulted me in March, 1804, on. account of ame* 
norrho&a,. . She had been unheallkhy for two years* During 
thefirst year she had irregularity of menstruation, and at 
the. end of that time total suppression took place, md .con* 
tinned till the time of my seeing her, a short tin^e preyious 
to w}iich she had been the subject of ague. During the 
\«rhole of this period she had suffered pain in. the head and 
ba^k,. dyspepsia, torpid bowels, difficult and hurried f Aspi- 
ration, and at the time of my interview with her th^ s^im 
presented that chlorptic appearance arising from a deficiency 
of red blood, so common under these circumstances. I 
prescribed for her as follows.— 

R Hydr. Subm. gr. xiv, 
Eptt. Col. C. 9iv, 
Saponis 9j, 

01. Menthae P. gutt. x. ft. pilulsB 
XX. quarum sumat ij. vel iij. altema quaque nocte. 

R Mist. Ferri C. ^xvss, 

Sp. ^th* N. ^8s» M : cujus capiat 
CQ^hL, maj. iij. bis die. 

• - / 

J 

On the ^^th she. informed me that her general health was 
much improved, and this was attested by the more healthy 
e^pre^§ion of )ier countenance. She pursued the same 
means, and on the 1,1th of April informed me that her 
amendmeivt was still progressive, but that her respiration 
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IB^pimited, and the co«atanimce greatly altered fortitebetUiF* 
^k^ ^as.aow diieoted to contiBW the mixtum fi>r a wMl; 
and then to omit it till it ehould be amertaiaed wliethertiia 
IP^eiistvuatioQ would tNxmr at the next perunL EwAy ia .May 
^# aeonetion took plaee natoiaUy^ Her eoimtenanoe viui 
healthy, respiration more free, and her strength was so Jur 
fps^red that she described herself as being quite welL The 
pulses howeveri remained somewhat heard and quicks and 
IJbia circumstance fully explaiaed the dyspnoea. • Jbiia.shaitt 
time aa her strength advanced the irritative aettoja of^tiw 
^leart ceaciadi and with it the dy spnosa. She ^eHMftoed wett 
.fi>r ten years. 

. On the 19th of July, 1816, she solicited my adtiee^ «pd 
fgain iiMbrmed me that she had not be^i well for two yeiia^ 
within which period she had been repeatedly under the>ca0e 
of a respectable medical gentleman without deriving advan- 
tage. In general the bowels were constipated, but when 
occasionally in the opposite state she uniformly felt better. 
She had sometimes been affected with pain in the right 
hypochondrium, and this, at times, was attended with consi- 
derable tenderness ; t but she had no pain at the time of 
consulting me. Her appetite was greatly impaired, her 
couni;enance yellowish, and her rest much disturbed by 
^pleasant dreigns. Themenstrual functions were extremely 
irregular, both in the periods, and in the appearance of the 
^JAchaige ; and she described herself as feeling generally ill» 

•• « . ^ ■ * * 

• • • 

J ) R Hydr» Submmr. gr. iij, 

).« ,. Pulv. Jalapii gr, x«« AS.ftk pnli?k • 

{, altema quaque nocte sumendus* . ^ 

Habeat mistmras ferri oompositea |j . ter in die# ' -i 

. She visited me again on the 26th, and in the interval faaA 
taken three of the powders, and had continued.the mixture, 
as directed. The first powder occasioned twelve dejections 



938 

mM Hie olbiffp «ixr Of i^rnvwl 'She^t^Mmih^^WfittO^ 
iakkx^osMi pceifdMr) Isfat inriiffpmdmiAy of tkd aiicdmfoMBL^l^ 
falingB^occ^Biiniddtyf i&e medicme, she riepcesented heiiieff 
asibeihgribetterthati she had been ibr two jeani* /The pilM 
Jttbdfjceascd^ her ^'appetite was good^ her counteBane^ was 
eheerful, and her general feelings were comfortable. ' '' ' 

( .She: wits now directed to take half the former dose of 
opcningL medidme ei^ry^ third night, and to continuei ih^ 
Mixtaiser' as before. i 

•i &i this case the constipation had existed so long that it 
teemed pradent to act freely on the bowels at first, and gra* 
dualiy lessen the strength of the purgative. The chalybeate 
mMioine, I believe, acted mei^y as a tonic, and the restora-^ 
tlon of uterine action was not the result of any emmenagogue 
property. One instance has been related,* in which' it 
Afipeared to produce a powerful effect on the pudendite, 
9aid: adjacent parts> but I have never met with any similar 
enSects* 

Case 2. 

f 

Abortion, 

* ' Some years ago I was consulted by a married lady who 
wi<ih het first child had completed the term of utefo-gestation, 
bat afterwards she miscarried three or fourtimes successively, 
at the third or fourth month. Not only vms she exceedingly 
annoyed with sympathetic gastric irritation as soon as preg^ 
nanc^ commenced, but she experienced much acidity and 
flatulence in the interval. There was a deficiency of hepatic 
secretion, accompanied sometimes with pain in the right 
hypochottdrium, but more frequently in the region of the right 
kidney, where it often wfiks extremely violent. T prescribed 
for her ftve grceins of blue pill every other night, and some 
infusion of calomba, with carbonate of magnesia, twice a day. 
Her- health became greatly improved, and she has since 

I. ■ ■!■ ' - --* ' -^ - _. I I - • 

♦ Page 72. 
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VMtipletedthe'temi dP^titeiNi^eataflienifimw wlku^ mih 
t^lemUennfbrtt Ithif^peiiB Muoe.or twiee daring pceg- 
nancy, that bImb ^has aieouioreace of what ahe dea^ates 
f ftke old paki ;*.' namaly/ that in tha region of tbe kidney, 
but the {pain 'is remoTed by taking a few doses, of the bine 
pill with alkaline aiperittits. 

I • • Dr. Afoninan, in his.Taluable^ynopsis of difficnlt labours, 
mentions a case of iiteriine.hflemonrhagey previous .to laiMMir^ 
for which occurrence, he says, no probable cause couid'be 
iMsigned, exicept indigestion. 



Hysteria, 

Paroxysms of hysteria, are frequently connected with 
inAigestionk These attacks appear under an almost endless 
Tariety of fbnn*. The ordinary character of convulsive sob*? 
bing or laughter, and the globus hystericus, are well known.; 
but there are varieties, with respect to which, the evidence 
is not always so determinate. 

Case 3. 

lA short tbne ^o> I had a young lady under my care, 
whose afieetion, tibough distinctly hysterical, presented soma 
anomalous or rather unusual appearances, andj^seems to 
have originated from dyspepsia. For some time her coun«* 
tenance had frequently been yellowish, and ocoaaionally she 
had nausea; Init,' notwithstanding these oireum^ances, she 
considered herself in pretty good health. Sihe went on 4. 
visit io tile /house > of a friend, where the Jboiftrs' were i uoii sa 
eally, or tibe diet so unaopbisticatedv as . she had been 
aeeustomed to, aiidasthe stomadineeded><$o tbatcQnsidierable. 
flatulence and acidity resulted ; and afterwards £he was 
attacked several times,. a day, with an, involuntary fit, of 
laughter, or • with a strong disposition io ory, but which,, 
she controlled by a powerful effort. When a few. days^ 
had elapsed, she was seized twice or thrice daily with a 
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seni^^ticnlk of the most extreme ^e^^tistion, and aii< inabiltly 
to Bpeaky though she retained perfect' consciousness^, and 
the colour of her cheeks did not vanish as in syncope; 
These attacks lasted for a quarter or half an hour^ and 
seized her at the most uncertain periods of the day, and 
occasionally at night. Menstruation had occurred some* 
what too frequently 9 and it is probable^ that she had' been 
exposed to an excess of mentd excitement. 

By recurring to regular hours^ and simple diet, and 
paying the needed attention to the assimilating organs^ 
the paroxysms gradually ceased, and with them the morlnd 
excitability. 

Case 4. 

' Some years ago, a girl about seventeen, of a ddicate hafait^ 
and whose catamenia were not regular, was under my care 
for several months* On any little fright, or agitation, and 
sometimes independently of any apparent cause, shewooldfaU 
perfectly motionless, without any great disturbance of the 
heart, but with inability to swallow, on account of the ordinary 
hysterical affection of the throat. I have known her often con- 
tinue in this state for several days^ and more than once for a 
week, without taking any sustenance. She occasionally wet- 
ted herself a little, but secretion was nearly suspended^ and 
neither blfeters nor sinapisms nor volatiles appeared to avail. 
The state of health on which these attacks depended, was at 
first exceedingly obscure. She was the subject of a chronia 
form of dyspepsia, the abdomen enlarged, so that on 
consulting a physician in tbwn,. he wrote to me and asked,i 
"si potest ut utero gerat ?^' Matter formed in the most insi- 
dious manner, and the abscess burst into the stomach, and 
she ejected by Vomiting and purging some quarts of pus, and 
then recovered. 

Although in general when the functions of the uterus are 
suspended, in young females, they present the appearance of 
deficiency of red blood and defective nutrition, sometimes 
the reverse of this happens. There appears redundant 
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a^pbMIbn even theiigh the digestive |i^)toite iinotlMdtMif 
accomplished. At ItsaHj the organs Of Mneurletdk^ tiot«eesn 
to keep pace with the organs of supply. 

Casb 5. 

On the 16th of May, 1817, I was requested to see a 
young lady, nineteen years of age, in consequence of her 
having been seized with a fit of hysteria which threatened 
suffocation. She had scarcely at any time been regular, and 
within the last eighteen months had become distrosfingly 
corpulent, but her face was ruddy and vivacious. Though 
she had a tolerably good appetite, yet her bowels usually 
were constipated, and she was a frequent sufferer fnm. 
beadach. Within the fortnight preceding this attack tho 
symptoms had been more. decidedly dyspeptic^^^he •appe<« 
tite was im^ired, there was great flatulence, and conslipa- 
fion. Her habits were rather sedentary. The pulse at tiM 
j&he of ihe paroxysm did not exceed seventy-4ve. 

As soon as the power of swallowing was recovered, the 
first indication was to act on the bowels. 

' Haheat Hydrargi submuriatis et puheris Seam" ^ 

Tnbnii ai gr. iij. alttma quaque nocte, et Magnmia^ 
^ • ^IphattB ^i]. HxtU horis* »' 

By the 19th the symptoms were much relieved, but An^n 
still remaiiled great oppression. .'.it 

It •?» 

ft" Ammonias Carbon, gr. V, - :. . -^ i 

Mist. Camph. 5iij, 
Tinct. Humul. Lup. 3ji 
Infus. Ca1ombfl& ^. M. ft. haustus; 
ter die sumendus. 

' Three days afterwards I found that the* oppressed state .o£ 
the stomach was relieved though ndt remofedb <^ei >hatd 
continued - the powder every other • mgbt^ but it / hsoi . na^ 
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94et}iiaUly«Se<^^.ibe bf^wets*- Tbe {^idoe had riffeqtip 
ibboutninety^ fmd' there- waB-«tiU some headach. 

R Pulv. Rhsei, 

PotasBQS Garb, aa gr. v, 
Magnes. Carb. gr. x, 
Aque Cinn. ^iij, ' 
Infus. CalombsB, 

Aquee purse aa 3^ss. M. ft. haustas; 
• ter die AumenduB, et continuetur pulvis altema 
qoaque node. 

She daily improred and by the 35th wa9 nearly well, but 
she persevered in taking the draughts, and an active purga- 
tive e^ery other night, not only on account of the constipa-r 
tion but with the hope of lessening the obesity* 

On the 29th she was tolerably well, and discontinujed 
the draughts, but took four grains of calomel evefiy othec 
night, and a rhubairb and magnesia draught the following 
morning. 

Early in June the menses flowed naturally. As soon qb 
this period elapsed the lady viras enjoined to take exercise 
freely, and to encourage her in this her friends engaged 
lodgings for her at Hackney, whence she walked to town 
and back daily, in addition to other exereises. By the 
19th she was quite well, and mentioned that the mammaB 
wluih for some time had been acquiring rather a prepos- 
terous size, had become much less, and were consequently 
looser in texture. The bulk of other parts also considera- 
bly decreased, though she still remained somewhat lusty. 



;- • • ' The urinary organs, • 

The sympathy which subsists between the digestive 
organs ^ahd those concerned in the secretion and -excretion 
of urine is fiuniliarly known. Diabetes mellitus not unfre- 
q«i«ntly arises undet' circumstances that must clearly refer 



the -cftwe to diatase in the digobtivlo OigadB^ 'Witb lit^ 
disease in the kidneys eiseept heightened Tascularity; . 
I shall relate only one instance of this kind. 

Case 1. 
Diabetes melUius* 

Mr« W— -«-i about sixty years of age* had several times 
been my patient on a(Ccount of derangement in thei digestive 
organs, more especially of the liver, and constipation* In 
the summer of 1822 these symptoms were more severe than 
before, and besides this his legs swelled and his 0ti«ilgth 
failed. He regained a degree of power by the meaaa em* 
ployed — ^the secretions of the liver became o^re healthy, 
the tongue less furred, and pain in the right hypochondriam, 
which had been troublesome, ceased. 

Though I occasionally saw this gentleman, .and observed 
him rather tottering, I was not consulted respecting* him 
till Sunday, May the 11th, 1823, when I was infdnaaeA 
thai two months previously, feeling very unwell, he- con- 
sulted an eminent physician who found him then labouiing 
under diabetes, connected with great derangement in the 
assimilating organs. He prescribed for him some aperient 
medicine consisting of sulphate and carbonate of magiLesia, 
and advised his going into the country, whence he returned 
no better the day before I saw him. He voided about a 
gallon of urine a day. His thirst was excessive — tongue 
brown and dry-**bowels inclined to constipatioa'**i-but- there 
was no pain in the loins, nor at the extremity' of the peni^; 
The urine was clear, but on evaporation left a copious sedi- 
ment of extractive and saccharine matter. The appetite was 
impaired and rest disturbed. In consultation with the 
physician we agreed that the disease was too confirmed, 
and thatthe powersof the constitution were too much injured, 
to allow of any prospect of recovery. He gradually sunk, and 
died on the 20th of May 4 

Dissection, The abdomen was tumid. The ^ vessels of 
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thfi braan audof the $pi9al marFOw were lia a stigbi^egr^e 
more loaded than uaual, and a small quaiitity of serous 
fluid was effused. The vessels of the intestiQes weresQ 
turgid as to give a tinge of redness to them, but.the tur- 
gescence was greatest in the mucous coat^ which was very 
red. It was the redness of congestion, not of inflammation* 

The liver was healthy, except that on being cut inter the 
parenchymatous structure presented some circular spots of a 
paler. colour than the circumjacent substance: its bulk was 
rather augmented. / 

The kidneys were covered with a rather large quantity of 
£^( indeed) a very large quantity in proportion to the 
emaciated state of the body; and this fatty su];>stan€# 
adhered very closely to the substance of the viseeta. Th^ 
whole of these parts seemed to be injected with blood. 
The kidneys were a little larger, and rather more flaccid 
than in the healthy state. 

This disease affords perhaps one of the most extraordinary 
examples of morbid change in the vital aotions. The 
diabetes insipidus may unquestionably arise frpm disturbed 
action in .the kidney itself, under peculiar states of mind 
and excitements of the nervous systeip generally^ or of tbe 
kidney itself from local irritation : bu;t the diabetes meliituG^ 
.in; which often a large quantity of saccharine matter i» 
evolved in the kidney^ appears necessarily to involve 
defeetiViO assimilatibn or some peculiar morbid ^ion in 
the iiigestive organs, in reference to vegetable sub«taaces> 
It does not r appear, that the. elaboration of the sacchaidiie 
matter takes place in the alimentary canal, for the sugar 
has not been detected in the blood; and it is a most curious 
fact that the vegetable matters, the elements of the saccha- 
rine matter, circulate together, and are submitted to the 
vital actions of other viscera, but combine in no other organ 
than the kidney. The morbid action in the kidney neces- 
sary to effect this combination, often leave» an imprecision 
thai is scarcely- discernible even to an eye accustomed to 
the detection of minute organic lesions. The^ appearances 
generally found are heightened vascularit^f^, eidargetnent, 



hut 'degrees' of kebiMi'ltodl «olt€i^^g<'«>' atn^i iMA 
difttroctMn. • 

' llie gympallhetic and dpknchnio lierveil kaV6 betsn fcMoid 
enlarged in this diMuse; and this is not sarprising Whetf ^wt 
reeolleet how much the nerves are concerned in secretion.' " 
'< We need not, however^ refer to diabetes to prore the 
aympathy existing between the digestive organs anfd tb6 
kidneys* Every individnal must have observed how greatly 
the urinary secretion is influenced by the state of-diese 
^iBC^; and eveiy practitioner knows how nnavaiUng the 
treatment of many urinary diseases will be if the practice 
have not a special reference to the restoratioii o^ heaitt^ 
latal actidns in the abdomen. 

^ The influence of the digestive organs in prodtieinj^ disease 
in the mucous membranes is sometimei^ strikingly observed 
IK the i^itable bladder^ and more especially in the ittitabl^ 
abd spasmodic urethra. The following case, whether it 
eriginaited in the disorder of the digestive organs/ t^ Mf4i^ 
ther they became sympathetically aflected/ shows how 
grteHy a morbid condition of the urethra 4b influeneisd^by 
gii^tric derangement. The choice ' of aperient ^n^dicineti 
itader these circumstances is not unimportant, fbv' wlwa' 
alterative aaercurids and the more stimulating pavgatMii^ 
httre failed, I have known magnesia extremely useful; ^W^* 
ate thefrf(Nre not to suppose tfaat-tiie locatl diseaie is-un^ 
ciMUfeeeted with deranged liver or alimentary oaaal^ if itido.^ 

not give way td the ordinary forms Of treatmsftt/ i> ^^-^ 

■ 
• * ' 111* 

♦ lit*. 



Cask 2. 



Strkiurt of the weihra*. 
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In August, 1822, 1 was consulted by Mrt.Q-v-r:* T^^YIh 
to some disease in the urethra. .}}e informed n^ j^|;^,j^c| 
had experienced difficulty in makii^ water fof ,j^fffff^,yfi^f^i 
and had taken alterative and purgative medicine^ ifitl^fiut 
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among the highest ornaments of the proCession. TbiiS gaaitltr 
ffmn ift^i %UMiipti^rtQ pa^s a.b<»iigie^ (and pre&^mgl'an 
path^uwJii^ 49 a mAlff top^ Qofomop. ailteoede»it wUk. hhnd 
isa^^ tbfitt it nf^. '^a. h^ cafie of .«|rietw0 aAd spasob? 
T.he , potent ibQiight that decorum . and h^tmsmity Were 
f^ame!WbatTiolatedy toid though for a time- he folkiwed th^ 
pl^olaid down he u^y/^j^' fell inclined toi hazard a seo^Mid 

., :Ai,ik^,ime I wasj QQn^iiilted tl^. tongii^ Tfaa^fiari^^ mi 
l^eiboi^ete, wip^ein!igj^lar. . The youjag man was vwy tisaM 
i^^ff^ting the >f:M^uct^n of the: bougiet^noi .only oii 
account of the pain it occasioned^ bat. the .hceiiioinrhage itbsi 
^^ |:^»ijilted<i -Op attempting to. pass one J fbundi the 
l^hole of the canal exquisitely irritable, grasping the mtriit 
IQent Tfiry forcibZyi and at about fiye or ^ix ipEichQS bom thi 
^riQc0 there was a stricture, Whm, at a futlure ; perifidy 
this, had be^n suxmounted, another it^as 4iso0Ter^aA abpvft 
aitincjk^beypnd it. . .. » . i- ' 

y <Tho«igh,the instriuaKsnt was passed with the osost geiiliv 
dfortsvyet a considerate quantity of blood foUowedi^lil) 
tanliiiiued to take alterative doses of opening medicine^ aadr 
aUiher lb bougjiei a catheter, or a sound was introduced dvevjF 
Ubitd day for a month, with no olhef benefit than o^wifi 
eemiBg:<th» first jSlTicture, and Deducing the. spaAm* tlM 
gAienJly hiapp^Md tiiat when the> instnment waa withdvttwii 
some bln0d> eseapedi but it vseldom > exoeeded a .few .drops 
till the 15th of September. The instrument had not been 
introduced for two days, when, after a rather long walk, 
hsBmorrhage came on spontaneously, and he bled uncea- 
singly for twelve hours. Several hours had elapsed before 
I was called in. Hia pulae jlraS' mdier fall and therefore I 
bled him, and j>re6cribed some infusion of roses with Eps^m 
salts ; ahd'cold wut^r Was applied to the pubes and perinseXim. 
Hnd^Hiits plan the fasemdrrhage soon abated, and in a few 
hdtlrSvwItblly ceased. . ' 

^ At ^ the- ^ittte thta -h^morrliage took place, hj^ was 

R 
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Wa6 directed totake c«Ltb6itele^mft^editf ifriilifi^ 
as the bowels were confiiied, fth acii^« ptttgiatSlite '^tfci wa> 
"tecotnmetid^d. Tke introdtieitioii ^ the i^AlyUt&eiH was iui(t 
%tttta){)ted for a we^k, though hectfteb had grtet ^dHffi<f uhy ai 
micturition. On passing the catheter to the stricture it ^wos 
Evident that there was less spasm. Thefe #aB exeessiv^ 
^tenderness in the situation of the prostate gland^ but fi4> 
"perceivable enlargement. Leeches wdf^ applied to ih^ 
perineum, warm fomentations were used^ opiate supposilo^ 
'tie^ introduced at nighty five grains of blue pill were directed 
to be taken every other nighty and a combination of magnesia 
%nd Bpsom salta with tincture of henbane^ lUdd after a few 
UayS) with tincture of calomba, tht^e times a day. Tbd 
mercurial appeared to irritate him^ and therefore was 
idlscontinued. f 

' On the 27th he wlui in extreme distress^ from inability to 
void his urine, and he noticed, that the increased diffieuhy 
^s always preceded by an incrcMe of gastric irritationi 
I visited him in the evening, the bladder extended oonsidii* 
itibly above the pubes, his pain was extreme, and^ ^as 
accompanied with violefit straining effortd a/t oitpulsioxii 
The spasmodic action of the urethra^ was so great^ that it 
W&s impossible to pass a catheter even to the stricture. Aa 
etiema containing a dram of laudanum was injected, aiMl'h» 
dlso took a rather fi*ee dose every two hours. The attendAiKlBf 
were directed to apply ten leeches to the peirintMaxiv aadttfli 
put him into a warm bath as soon as they came off. 

In the early part of the night he voided about a teacup* 
ful of urine, but the accumulation in the bladder was 
increasing, and at seven a. m. on the 28th, it extended 
nearly to the umbilicus. He had less pain, birt the attempt 
fo pass the catheter or bougie was equally unsUceessfi^ 
JHis bowels had been twice opened.* ; He; eolitiniied^^tite 
same measures, and preparations were made for panetnring 
the bladder, but in the interval the water began todirifafalel 
and in the course of the day he became relieted from ibtf 
retention. For s5me days, however, there rommeft'! grisat 



v348 

iiifliaaBiatiDii ^Jtxmts^ n«ck of the. Jdad^^c and, the 
furoatetic/part.Qf tiie^ur^thir^y 6^ .th^^it ]wapi uec^ssmry ip 
repeat Hie Ieeehe»| and an eyaporatiAg lotion applied to the 
perinseum appeared to be very beneficial. He. took Baling or 
alkaline aperients. For a long time :he only made water in 
drops, or in a very small streanxj and in the whole course qf 
the treatment, it was necessary to have a constant ref^c^i^pe 
to the state of the digestive organs. . Occasionally he wa^ 
benefited hy a small dose of blue pill, especially whqx 
combined with extract of henbane ; but magnesia and rhubarli, 
be magnesia with Epsom salts, or the. neutral salts alone 
acted best with him» 

Gastric acidity^ is not an unfreqnent attendant pn.afi 
irritable, state of the urethra, and magnesia whai giv^ ip 
mint water alone, or with a little henbane,, is ofjten a .very 
useful remedy. Still it must be recollected, tha^ the 
correction of acidity, is merely the relief pf a.symptom,! or 
an effect of impaired digestion ; although i^, is, also . ^)f^ 
neutraliiation of an irritant that oftea oopa^ions mjuch 
oonsiitutional distui bance. It.. 

I have repeatedly known leucorrhoea't w>d an eruption. of 
eoDaessively irritable papute at Ijtie.ii^outh of the vagina, 
oonstttrnting pniiigo pudendi muliebris, arise from a derang^ 
state of the digestive organs. Son^etimes th^ae. affection^ , 
particularly the former, may be concomitant with the dys- 
pepsia^ both havii^ a conmion origin, and indicating an 
asthenic ecMidition of the body. . 



Affedtiom qf the anus. 



I f • 



'That affections of the anus ^ould .arise under circuin- 
fltakiees of impaired digestive pQwer„ cannot excite su^rpris^. 
i^diwhen they are produced, it will not always be sufficient 
torenuMre the primary cause; indeed, not. unfrequently, the 
local ^disease becomes a soucce of so much irritatiosi, that ^it 
perpetuates those diaorders^onvwhich it at ^r^tdepe^ded* . . 
* • Iu< Mafch 1828, 1 was .oonaiilted.^y a respectable wcpa9; 

r2 
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reftpeetbg an affection of ihe anusi Which had rendered her 
Ute txce^ingly uncomfortftblefdr twb years. She iaiscribed 
Its iOrigin to 6on^tipationy iirKich^ in the efibrts to expel 
hardened feces, led to protruiBion of the bowel; btitftwralong 
time it admitted of being replaced. At length there was a 
small permanent protnisioni or an excrescence, which fre- 
vquently occasioned great distress, espedaltf in walkings or 
after confinement of bowels; and sometimes it prodnoed 
f^briie excitement. The irritation was somewhat moderated 
hy keei)ing the bowels open. 

* She- married und^r these circomstances^ and became 
pregnant, and was advanced in utero^gestaitiim, :wlien shie 
applied to me respecting the anal disease. On examination^ 
-I fonnd that the lining of the anus protruded: about ^faalf 
Ml inch, and was of an extremely florid cofanir, Ukebealthif 
granulations. It was exceedingly irritable, so that aisliglrt 
touch occasioned considerable pain, and caused a flow of 
'Uood. ' It would not admit of replacement. 
" 'As she was rather a susceptible woman, I advised her to 
nee palliatives, till after parturition, and then to have it 
-liemoved. She took five grains of blue pill every third 
night, and some 'lenitive electuary occasionally, applying to 
the part a mild anodyne ointment. Her flufferings worn 
itiodei^ted by these means; but she completed h^ term very 
uncomfortably. . « 

About a month after her accouchement, I was again 
applied to respecting the disease, which continued to be.n 
source of ceaseless irritation and anxiety. Laying her on 
her side, and a nurse drawing up the nates, I removed the 
whole of the protruded part close to the anus, drawings 
indeed, the lining down as far as possible. As the vessds 
were extitemely turgid, considerable hflBtncHrshfige endued) 
and was encouraged for a time, by warm fomentatiQiis. 
The application of dry littt^ afterwards, comfAeteiy arreetdd 
tt, and in about a vreek she was quite well* t The. idief 
experienced was really surprising. 'Her health .wia^imprCMirfMt^ 
and having been reliieved from a perpetual cause < of aoixiety, 
iis'well as an fifandsf^i^cteistant source of pain^ she' pnr««l 
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Jber family jdutiei* mih a d^g^oee of che^fulp^ ^iloJi .shp 
bf^d not preYiQUsly feltt She was directed .aa to the fut^f^ 
management of bisr bowels, aud I^as h^d no rejtuH^ pf tbe 
complaints 
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Affectiom of the mouth and nose* 

• • . . . • . ■ ♦ .. 

Sympathetic derangements, may often be observed in the 
mucous and cuticular lining of the mouth aad nose. Thougjb 
the fining of the moiftth isr « cutisOular m^branei as is el^sqrly 
erinced undensome ciscomstances of disease, yet it.appea^ 
U> perfoftm the secreting office of mucous mjembranes, fl^d ^ 
be rather subject to the diseases of the mucous. m^idNfaii^ 
tiian. the cutiucuiar. > Some of these affections. cannot b» 
mgarded as sympathetic, but lurise from' continuity < of 
surface. ; «: ; .: 

- . Diseases . of the gums often originate fjrom this oausei 
and are sometimes of a vety distressing ^nature* O^eaaipn* 
ally, the affection o£ this part, or of the liningoof thejpo^ 
IB connected with some morbid proo^iss in the dmucQua mw^ 
branO'Of the stomach and bowels^/ and in 'Otbfir« mwoui 
membiunes, showing, that under isosne conditions of ik» 
system, the vital actions of similar struotunesi ia difienwi 
parts of the body, suffer together^ 

' > • A young woman, married and having, one ohlhl^ consulied' 
me en the 24th of March, 1817. She. was delicatei at tha 
time of bearing this child, and did not fallyf.oeooiier. alfaeiw. 
Wa^dsi She had loss of appetite,, flatulenoe^ sevseBe/disteair 
skm afber eating, slight tenderness of the abdomeUi imsettled 
bowek, dejection of mindj^' palpitation of the hearti and 
headacb. These symptoms were accompanied with wander^ 
i^ neuralgic pains iaher limbs, sDcreaaing,at night. ! Shc^ 
was also affected with profnse lencorrhaaa^' and within threes 
deiys before consulting me, the mputh . ulcerated. Tba^> 
mistura cfet®, combined with amall doses of sulphate ol 
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magMsia^and an occasional unirritating iiose of merpury^'with 
removal into the country^ and a careful regulation of diet soon 
restored her to good health. At the commencement of the 
treatment I gave her one free dose of calomel^ (five grains) 
hut afterwards very small doses, and at long intervals. I 
have already intimated, that not unfrequently advantage 
is derived in chronic forms of dyspepsia, by exciting rather 
powerful action at first — then maintaining gentle action by 
tl»e most unirritating mean.. 

In this case there was first impaired digestion, and its 
cause appeared to be principally seated in the mucous 
membrane ; the affections of the vagina and of the mouth 
followed ; but, whether they were the direct consequences of 
the disease of the digestive organs, or resulted from the 
continuance of the cause which induced that disease, it may 
not be easy to decide. 

Diseases of the gums are of great importance, if we con- 
aider the pain they occasion, the sordes their secretions 
deposit, the decay of the teeth, and the intolerably fetid odour 
ijiey impart to the breath ; l^ut they are important, also, as an 
index of other morbid states. When the gums are habitually 
tender it not only is necessary to watch the excretions and 
keep the bow<els duly open, but the selection of the mea^s of 
effecting these purposes, conjoined with attention to the 
'general health, is of great moment. Sometimes these affec- 
tions speedily subside after the employment of alterative or 
purgative medicines^ but at other times recovery from a state 
of extreme debility must be effected, before their removal can 
bB:anticipated; and it not unfrequently happens that even, the 
mildest, mercurials can scarcely be borne. Of this fact I 
might relate many examples, but I shall limit myself to one. 

Case 2. 

In July 1812, 1 was requested to see Miss C-r-*— > ^ixteeu 
yeaiBof age, who waa visiting at the house of a.fri.end in n^y 
neighbourhood. Her general h^th jivas not^ood^ chiefly 
owin^ to an irregular state of the bowels, and impaired 



digestion. A few days before I saw h^r^ sh6 had b^en using 
a tooth brush, which was harder than she Was accu^^ 
tqmied to use^ and the gums became very sore. Had this 
irritation bee^ applied in a healthy state^ it i^ probable, 
that it would have been harmless^ if not beneficial ; but 
under existing circumstances, diseased action supervened, 
and extended with great rapidity. When I saw her, the 
iQWjer lip was much swollen, and a sloughy phagedenic ulcdr 
the size of a, shilling, occupied the space between it and the 
gumsy involving the gums anterior to the three fr5nt teeth, 
which were loosened. The puhe was very quick, the heat 
of the skin considei^able, and the bowels were confined. 

Previous to this affection of the mouth she had been using 
mercurial remedies occasionally^ in alterative doses, under 
the direction of an eminent surgeon, but she had not been 
taking mercury so recently as to warrant lite.isupposrftioh 
that she was salivated ; indeed, the ' appearance of ttife 
disease was not that of ptyalism. She Vras directed* to' take 
a rhubarb draught occasionally, and badk and aromatics 
every six hours. She gargled the mouth frequently ^th a 
decoction of bark and tincture of myrrh. She persevered in 
this plan for about a fortnight, during whidi her health 
improved. iTie ulcerative process was stationary at the end 
of the fortnight, although the ulcers did not show a dis- 
position to heal. Sulphuric acid iViad now combined' with 
the cinchona, ^whilst the simie aperient was continued. A 
favorable change in the appearance of the ulcer rapidly 
ensued ; the-sloughs were thrown <5ff, the^lceriiealed^ ami 
the teeth became firm. . . - , • > 

She informed me thiat she had undergone two similar 
attacks from the same cause, though ^e- resided in "the 
country, and had been paying constant attention to hi^[^f 
by alterative and aperient medicines to counteract a 
tendency to constipation, and to improve her digestive powers^ 
I advised her to. cease from the employment of mercuria;! 
remedies^ under an idea that they rather tended to weaken 
the system thdn to repair, it, to continue the bark and acid 
for a time even aftdr h^ apparent restoration ; aitid to 'take •at 



tins eou&B«i-^her gen^rdl health gfeaftly improved^— 6lh^ had 
liAtle^or&o trouble with the bo^el^^-^nd theguttiis c^a^ed'td 
be morbidly irritable. 

: In some constitstiotis the teeth are speedily toosened by 
mefxmry, withocrt ptyalism, and if the constitntioiial powevd 
ftie greatiy weakened, they probably will not refksten.* 
I am at this time attending a delieate woman, Whose 
teeth became loose several years ago, apparently from the 
eflfecfts of meicnry, given in very mild doses on aceonnt 
of slight heipijtic derangement This may be attributed to ito 
induijing the erythematous state with unusual fecility. 
6ke was not then 'above thirty-six years of 'age, but 'of a 
•tnimoim and phthisical habit. Her teeth remained leoseand 
greatly distressed her till two years ago, when some of themr 
dropped out* Mercurial remedies uriess given in the smallest 
dieses^ aadfatidiBtant intervals, continued to produce powerMi 
effects, and have^ only been .resorted to when the suspended 
aeitjion of the liver appeared to require the excitation of that 
ttmedy. ' > 
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Relaxation 0^ the velum and uvula. 

'One of the most troublesome chronic affections of tbe» 
BMrath is rdsxation of the pendulous palate, with elongatiidn 
of the uvnla^ and it generally originates from da^ngement in 
some of the organs ooncem«l in the digestive process. Thi^ 
is an affection from which an intimate friend of nkine has at 
various times been greatly annoyed. Slight derangement in 
the bowels^ with it^ing at the anus, has usually preceded the 
demmenoemtent of the afifection in the fauces, and the first 
riymptom is a sensation of something resting upon the> 
wpper soffiice of the velum, exciting to most unpleasaiit' 
eflforts for its removal. Chradually this smsatiKSn increasesy 
the velum loses much of its oontractile power, the tf viila 
dongates, and then in additidn to the inconvenience Brsti 
alnded to, there is the sensation of a foreign substance*' 
lasting on the back part of the tmigwe/ sometimes fiftding* 
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^f xedMsa s^og . ^^ tyALmiv and uvula. . Few pevBOOS) eadt 
conceive hew extremaly. teafiiag this disease ;is^ morerespe^ 
cially in speaking or reading. • i .. ^ 

* Tbe patient in this . instaiice was extreinely aTerse ^to medi** 
eine^ aaid as he felt^ himself well^ and regarded the difieBse 
merely as a local. affection^ the .whole Teliance for atime was 
placed on applications to the part itself. These applications 
consisted of various kinds of stimulants^ such as decoctionsr 
of capsicum and py^ethram^ hdld in the throat for a con* 
siderable time^ mineral acids applied to the part by means 
of atplcidget-of lint, the lunar caustic, and numerous ;ath6rs« 
With respect to the caustic, I would observe, that had t&o 
affeotien been confined to the uvula, it is probafafe^it 
would, have cured it. Th& method of applying it, wassby^ 
making a longitudinal streak, from the base to tbei apezv 
Om one occasion, when the patiemt was exGOoSmgiysxamfeA 
by th« length of the uvula, he: ventured to apply the- calistiei 
around the apex. Nothing could havebeesi more unfortoK 
nate, for as the caustic hardened the parts touched with'it; 
the distress was heightened in a tenfold degree, and continued 
for two or three days, when the hardened surface sloughed off* 
Finding that no local applications were of any avail,, he 
took an active dose of calomel and jalap, and afterwaids 
q, grain of calomel every othec night, using at the same tiaae 
a. gargle of distilled vinegar and waten By persevering ia- 
tbis*. plan. for about a fortnight^ the affeotion beoanle raniDh 
letter and progressively ceased. It baa twioe rocunod^ 
under the same circumstances of constipation, flatulencey 
and prurigo, and was removed by the same) means* . < ..'t 

;;Thia was the most strongly characterized instance-ioB 
iretaxatioa, or rather of ohroBio iiiflammation.of-the vdym waA 
uvulay dependent on the digestive organs, whtch>I liavw 
seeoy but a^eral other iustances have oeearred to 'ma im 
practice^ and the disease was removed by similar treatment.; 
I have nievec; found, occasion to extirpate any portion of the' 
u.vula> nor teeU'E case in which it was much elongated^ 
wlthoAiit theiveliun's pantioipi^ttng ; so that had; a portifm^( 
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the/imda ]mm\^Mi off, it ireldd.^M%MtiftFe ^tnMdJadjput 4i 
Htm i n p oi wiiBuiencei . Under othar circwMt^oesy the u^mln 
bMames much aiilarged. From the ^e«(6 of coldl haY« 
known it so BwoUen and vewiriated^ ,fiB to threaten tha 
pttlient with ftuffiooation. This^ howoTeri was aonte diseafie, 
aad was subdued by actire purgatiTea, copious abstoiotkm 
0f blood by the lancet or leeehes, and Tesioation. 
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Jkffettwm of the noie. 



. The affections of the nose which arise from derangements 
of the digestive organs, are of various species. Not uafre- 
fluently pustules form both on the Sohneiderian monbrtne 
and externally. Sometimes there is fulness of vessels exci* 
ting alinost unaUayable itchingi or producing heMnorvhi^ 
Gbmettmes polypi form; and at others the whole lining 
Brtmbmne appears to become denuded of its cuticular covep- 
ii^g, and presents a red and very irritable surface, always 
MryitroaUesome, and occasionally attended with considei- 
aUeipain. This form of disease so far as I am aware has 
not been specifically noticed. The following is an example 

01 4t* 

.Casb 1. 

. If • 

llfr. B-^— -, nineteen years of i^, tall and of slender 
make, called oft me on the 21st of June, 1825« His nose, 
he said, enlarged, and was very sore within, and had cop^ 
finued in tiiis eoactition for twelve months. Although the 
nose was rather broad, and the alsB were thick, yet there 
w«s nodiingin the appearance externally that would liave 
led me to consider it leased: but on examining the!i|Q»ti^ 
I observed that the Sdmeiderian membrane .presented c^ red 
and irntatile aspect, precisely the appearanoe of r the putis 
when the cuticle has been removed by vesication. It looJced 
smost iioitable on the spongy bones. The young man com- 
plained of tlie pain's entending'to the cbed^a and locehnad, 
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showing that the membrand Kning the aBtnim maxillare 
and the frontal stmises was in the same state as that 
expanded bn the nasal cavities. He looked taleraUy 
health^Ti but his bowels were habitiially confined ; he had 
considerable iktalencey slight inconvenience at thestDmaeh 
after catingy and his tongue was furred. He was -an. assis* 
tant in a school, and had no exeroise except a little walking 
in the intervals of his duties. He was directed to take five 
grains of the blue pill every other night, and early in the 
morning after taking the pill to take two drams of Epsom 
salts in an ounce at^d half of senna infusion. He was 
iits directed to inject into the nostrils a weak solution of sul- 

iic phate of copper. 

M On the 30th he called again and reported himself mveh 

!i{^ better* The membrane was less red* He next called on 

ig the 5th of July, when his report was less favorable*. The 

m nose was not quite so well, and he had consid^mble pain 

'0 in the frontal sinuses. He was directed to oontintte .tlie 

\0 same plan, and also to take some bitter infiosion with soda^ 

sl^ Though the injection had lessened the irritability of the 

membrane in the nose, yet it did not fully answer the 
purpose on account of its diffused and uncertain upplieatitiii. 
The occasional application of a medicated vapour was 
suggested. After persevering on this plan for a fortnight 
er three weeks he became comfortable; but as his engage* 
ments confined him to the house he had still occasion to 
guard against constipation to which there was a tendency* 
'' I have seen precisely tihe same disease in the nasal cavities 
apparently produced from taenia.. On the removal: of the 
intestinal irritation the affection of the aose was speedily 
cured* 

We must always make a distinction between parts sympa- 
thetically affected, and those affections that are mei^y 
concomitant. Of the latter we sometimes have examples 
between the digestive organs and the nose, and the treats 
ment ordinarily rdied upon to restore the digestive oigans 
t6 a faedtby tone will not be sueeessfuL This may be 
exemplified by referring to the strumous diathesis: 



i&i 



1 ' • • • • • • I 



:!•>•■..- Casb !2« 

"A youhg man, ' seventeen years of age, consulted me on 
ihe 20th of March, 1821 . He informed me that about two 
years before some spots arose on his nose, and ulceration 
ensued. He had tried a variety of plans, and for ten months 
had regularly attended a respectable surgeon at one of the 
London hospitals, but the progress of the ulceration wa« 
dot arrested. During this time his stomach and bowels 
had been in a rather unsettled state, and the attention of 
the surgeon had been directed to their recovery, as well 
as to the cure of the ulcer. At the time I saw him the 
whole end of the nose was in an ulcerated state, and the 
ulcer extended over each ala and through the right nostril. 
He had also an indolent ulcer, the result of chronic abscess, 
on ihe right parotid gland, which was considerably enlarged, 
as were also the sub-maxillary glands. I believe it is not 
Tery common to have the salivary glands affected in stru- 
mous habits, but they were so here. His bowels were con- 
8ti]^ted, he had no desire of food, and from childhood there 
had been an aversion to animal' substances. He was moder- 
ately tall and was not' without flesh, but he was weak and 
there was a deficiency of meiltal energy as well as of bodily 
strength.. The ulcer on the nose was foul and irritable, its 
snrfiBLce wan' irregular; and its border thickened : besides 
which* the contiguous parts were df an unhealthy and in- 
flamed aspect. I directed for him, at first, five grains of. 
the' blue pill every other night; and an ounce and half of 
better infosion twice a day. 

The applications to the nose and cheek were a very weak 
solution of cupri sulphas during the day, and at night the' 
folfewtng ointment: 
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Ik Cupri Sulph. (pulv. subtil.) 3j, 
t . . Ung. Sperm, ceti jiii, 

01. Ricini 3i M. 

. The necessity of 'his taking a larger proportion of animal' 
food was also enjoined; . ^. . .: 
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On the 24th he was looking rather better as to general 
health. The ulcer had a less irritable appearance^^the 
circumference was not so elevated— the prominences within 
the ulcers were flatter— and the circumjacent inflammation 
had abated. 

On the 2nd of April he reported himself additionally 
improved. The lotion was made slightly stronger in the 
following formula. 

R Cupri Sulphatis gr. viii, 
Aqu8B Rosse ^viij^ 
Tinct. Opii jifs. M. ft. Lotio. 

By the 7lh the ulcer on the parotid gland had nearly 
healed, and the ulceration at the extremity of the nose was 
levelled and healing; but that on the right ala had stili 
very thickened edges. Through the month of April the, 
progress was slow, and in the beginning of May the. Iption* 
was made rather more stimulant by substituting half adram^ 
of sulphate of zinc for that of copper. He applied. the 
lotion by means of lint, which through the d%y be kept 
constantly wet to the part, and introduced a dossil up the^ 
ulcerated nostril. The liquor arsenicalis was added to tix^ 
bitter mixture. - j 

Through the months of June and July the same couvs^ 
was pursued, making a progressive but. cautious increas^^ 
of the sulphate of zinc and arsemc, and by the middle of 
the latter month the surface was nearly healed but th» 
part was rather drawn up, and there was a small puckered 
ulcer on the bridge of the nose. By the end^ of the moath 
it had healed and become smooth, but the skin wa^ red- 
aiid glossy, and the end of the nose was rounded off; but 
the patient was well satisfied, and thankful to recover from 
a painful and unsightly disease on su^h terms. He con-^ 
tinned his lotion and medicines, and was a4 vised to spend 
a month at Margate, which be did with great advantage 
and returned quit§ well. Within the next few months the- 
sebaceous glands occasionally barged, when he applied 



the zmc lotion. He haiB «nce had no return of the disease, 
hi0 strength has become iMre settled, and the gastric 
organs ha?e acted with greater regularity. As he improred 
in bodily health the energy and fertility of his n}ind bo- 
came developed to a very unexpected degree. 



of the thoracic viscera from dermgemti^ qf the . 
digtitive organs. 

Such is the intimacy of connei^ion between t]^ thoracic 
and abdominal viscera that we. cannot wonder the former 
should often participate in the disorders of the latter. Tho 
iiymptoms of pulmonary affection may ariee from ajc^tpal 
disease induced in the tissue of the Imgfk or in the th^\^»m 
m oonsequence of those parts sympathizing with a mor^M^ih 
pcQoess going on within the abdomen:, or they may depeiKl 
entirely en the. catenation of parts concerned in i^esfHratioi) 
and common, to the thorax and abdomeuu The disorgBupiiHiT* 
tions which result from unhealthy action sympatbeticali^ 
cKCiledy open a. wide fiddid^wluch I. shall not. preitend to 
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; The dyspnma. attendant on some inflammatory and other 
organic affections in the abdomeui is sometimes very . ffen 
maskable, and may be the most prominent and. almost, oj^iy 
symptom*. Some years ago I attended a case of esite^aivei 
ulceration Of the. mucous coat of the colon, and fpr a cousin 
derable timo there were scarcely any symptoms , worthy . 0^ 
observation, eso^ tJieee which seemed to indicate % sevenei 
attack of peripnennmny. In the progress of the di^eaae^^ 
emd by carefttl eiaaminatioii of the abdomen^ the vs»l seail oH 
ibe\ mischief wae. ascertained. On examination aftec ^ih 
thens wAe reaeon to believe that the hmgs had ^tbennot.beeib 
at.aUaffectedfOronly.inaivery.fdig^jdegim. . Ai t.a.ro 
In theibllowing caae aetheniaittflaromationof the>mucpiiSK 
membrane; of the bronchia, or congestion and i|witahiK<jyii 
acQompsftied at some periods with hsBituq^tyaiBy wae v^iwie^> 
bydiseaseiintbedigjsativeorgfiiis. . 
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On 4li^ 4& bf JanHfia^y/ 1619, I was doa^sited by a lady 
lifty-fiye years- ^ Hge; "vrlto. 86«fte ^mti^nthi^ previotiBty h^ 
removed from the country into a rather confined situation in 
London, and had been the subject of considerable disquie- 
tude of v&tA. Bven when not realty ili she generally c^-* 
plained of being incommoded by the atmosphere of town. 
During the month or six weeks prior to my being consulted, 
ihi)^ feeiRng of inbo^VtoieMe had iiic<<e«8«d> and < was atfri* 
l^ed tdti^maltely io the smoke of the general atmosphere, ancF 
to the deeonhpoi^ition of gas which had reeently been laM onr 
and burhtin a laige (^op beneath the sitting rooms. At 
my interview with het she referred to k srasation of coMtric-^ 
lW,acroiss the 6hest, troablesdihe cough^ and an obtuse paiik^ 
on making a: deep inspiration; and thelie affeotidns -^(^^^ 
ilccoth^anied with esttreme dejection* Twdve <mnces of 
blood were withdrawn, and a saline draught and a gtutof c^ 
cfelomel were given every six houfls. 

^ On tiie followmg day; theStb, the symptoms were muelf 
the same as on the preceding day. The blood exhibited 'the' 
btl% surface, the coagulum- was firm but not cupped, ahd 
it'had ^ somewhat sizy appearance^ d circumstance^ I'thilik^' 
wl^46h st^ldom or never oeours, except whm there is hepatfitk;' 
Btit atHhat time, I was not suffieiesitly alive to this iridiessH' 
tiWy nor' to the necessity of careftil ^xamindttcm of liiftf 
dbddmeh in easedi prima fade^ of thoracic affection. 1%^ 
tbi^6 Was thickly coated, and the berweldwei«r cMstipatec(v> 
Site wtllft dJreiited to take a dram of salphate of idaghe^ils^ 
vl^ti two diramb of infiiision of digitalis ^Lnd- sofme tartari^ed 
s^ftiofty, e^ety six ht)urB. A blister was applied to thii^ 
ofe^.''^^Dtii*ing the sMceeding nigfat> the ^web w^^ 
opened almost every honat^ and 'in the movniug> the pulse' wa^ 
lfS(P, ^ atid ' '' Hvj sttiall; > Slie * «<Ntlplained of indescnbable 
d^^s^n;' wliich, perhaps^ was partly oceasioned by the 
d^ilaUi^/ theugi^ fihi&'^teft4 duly t&ken two doses, but piitw 
cipally by the disease, and t»9> odns/dttftieiial tettdeney. A^ 



saUae dfsugiit with a drm of iiif«ii<m of digilftlitt vim 
now ordered to be taken eyery *«^ hours. la the monuag of 
the 7thy the respiration was somewhat better, and she expec- 
torated muottg* Her kmgQar, hoyr&ireiv Was v^ gi^t, and 
in the OYeoing wm so excessive^ tl\at it wi^ f^pediont to 
omit the digitalis. 

. At bedtime she took five grains of blue pill| wi^ some 
cathartic extract^ and the night w^ ra,ther disturbed by tbeif 
operati<m. She felt languid at the early part of the mprj^qg^ 
but this, bad decreased at the time of my, visit. I found hef 
bceathii;^' beM^er, her coupten^o^ was more: vivaciDui^^ and 
natural^ her pulse was 110 and small, and th^ J^oiigue W9§ 
clean round the edges. 

. Sooae nitrous other and camphorated mixture were added 
to the saline draught. On the 9th she reported^ that the nigh^ 
bad been again disturbed^ in conetequence of having to riae 
five times to the corpmode. The pulse was still 110; tbfi 
respiration was more free, and the tongue not so tbickJ^ 
coated. 

Hitherto she had made no complaint of th^ abdomeo^ h^\ 
at tb^ ^me from the bilious quality of the dejections, apd 
thf»ir freqi^encyp there was ('f asou to suspect disease either \x\ 
^ liver or duodenufn. Her cough lyas not very troubl^soipei 
and though a deep inspiration excited coughing^ yet sh^ n^a^ 
abl^ to expand the chest fully. There was consid^rai^ 
accumulajtion of fat in the parietes, and the abdom^ wai 
protuberant and pendulous from this cause and fcooi 
repeated pre^aancies ; yet^ the .integuments wer^ nnusnallyr 
flaccid There was, thecefore,. no difficnlty in examining tfaa 
contents, of the cavity ; and on this e^wninatioOf the liv^ 
was found exceedingly tender^ was somewhat enlarged, and- 
was peculiarly moveable. This discoveryi and the appearanoet 
of tl^ bloody led n^e to believe, that the symptoms of subacute 
inflammation in the chest, had arisen from the sti^t^ of tb^^ 
liver, and this opinion was cofrobofated by the/circuwAtaiieQ^ 
that a general feeling of langour, with dejection and discoay 
tentedness, had loog preceded the sapervention pf any Sf^iovb^. 
if\dispo9ition. The hepatic affection must have b^m going, 
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«fl^ very- ittriAottriy)' fer t^e'pajtt«f» attentioii had ni^fvtf 
Ileal dmcted to the dhetts^tn that organ. 

> 

Habeeit pitula hfdrar^ri grana quinque node 
' nuOieque, et sexta quaqne-hora haustum nalinum. 

H^r report on the lOth^ was, that she had passed a good 
night, had only one dejection, that the skin had been moist 
all nighty suid that the mental depression had abated. She had 
no pain either in the chest or abdomen* The pulse was 
extremely amall and feeble, which, perhaps, arose from the 
heart's partakings of the general muscular fiaccidity. 

All went on favorably^ and on the 1 3th it was evident, that 
the hepatic tenderness was decreasing. She continued to 
rebpire- freely, had but little cough, and the fur on the tongue 
was more circumscribed. The bowels were rather constipated, 
ij^hich was obviated by a rhubarb and magnesia draught: 
it opemted twice^ and she passed a very tranquil night. 

On the following morning the pulse was 90, small and soft; 
Ae dtm was oool, and she took arrow root and. weak brOth 
#ti]i reiiish. The same plan was pursued till the I8th, when 
tile mercortal pill was reduced to three grains, but takefit 
^wice m day ^is before, and a light bitter with five grains of 
.carbonate of unmonia was substituted for the saline draught. 
She likewise took a dose of rhubarb and magnesia etety thM 
•day. In every respect the progress of recovery was steady, 
Alough slow. Sometimes she felt extreme depression, and 
<>cca8tonally therie was a degree of sallowness ofcomplexioo;'. 
By the 29tfa of January she had so &r recovered that ail 
medicine was omitted, except that for a short time «he took 
two grains of calomel every third night, and an aperient 
draught the Mlowing morning. 

On the 26th of March I was again requested to see this 
lady. ISie informed me that she continued steadily improving 
after iny attendance ceased, but that the bowels had been 
in^giikr,8he had dight cough, her complexion was yellowish; 
and h^ tongue a little coated; She usually slept well, and 
took' food witii a moderate appetite. After walking ont OU 

s 
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the day before my Tisit she felt some .uneasineas ai the upper 
part of the stemum. She slept well till fire or six o'clock 
when she awoke suffering considerable pain beneath the 
breast bone, accompanied with oppressed respiration ; and 
these symptoms continued at the time of my visit. There 
was much dejection. The pulse was ISO^ small and weak, 
the pain alluded to was constant, but was aggravated by a 
deep inspiration. This effort, however, did not excite 
coughing, nor did the patient perceive any titillation in the 
tracheaor bronchia. The bowels had been twice opened since 
the preceding night, yet the abdomen felt tense and flatulent. 
She was directed to take alterative doses of calomel, and to 
. keep the bowels gently open by means of neutral salts. 
i Under this treatment the amendment was so decisive that 
within a few days she went, into the country where her 
.restoration was completed. 

.. Twice since this indisposition I have attended the lady 
with heemoptysis, and on each occasion it was distinctly 
preceded and accompanied by derangement in the functions 
;of the liver. The spitting of blood ceased in proportion as 
the liver regained its healthy action. On one occasion she 
wds attacked in the country, and bleeding, digitalis, and 
purgatives were .administered without affording any benefit; 
but by persevering in a mildly alterative mercurial plan, 
i^amely taking five grains of blue pill every other night, and 
some infusion of calomba with nitric acid twice a day, the 
.cough, bloody expectoration, and dyspnoea ceased. In this 
Jiady the afiection of the liver was of a very indolent character 
and did not express itself by the ordinary signs. 

When there is a great tendency to pulmonary infarction, or 
to asthenic bronchitis— /o catching cold^^ have generally 
observed that there is something wrong in the functions of 
4igestion ; and nothing is more dertain than that paroxysms 
of asthma may be induced by the same cause. In forming an 
opinion On this subject, however, we must never lose sight of 
the fact that diseases of the thoracic viscera very frequently 
occasion hepatic congestion, and other unhealthy states ^f 
the gastrin organs— a fact dwelt upon in the former part of this 
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wort. Whether genuine phthisis puhnonalis may be induced 
by disease of the digestive organs^ admits, perhaps, of some 
doubt. This disease is often hereditary, for even at birth 
the lungs have been found tuberculated, and when the 
disease is developed in early life, especially if it have been 
a family disease, its hereditary origin cannot be questioned. 
But as we see other strumous diseases occurring in child- 
hood and youth, without there having been any such disease 
in the line of ancestry, we cannot doubt that consumption 
may often be ascribed to causes quite distinct from here- 
ditary taint, and derangements in the digestive organs may, 
I think, be classed among these sources. They frequently 
precede the development of phthisical symptoms, but 
whether they occasion the strumous diathesis, or, like 
disease in the mesentery, arise out of that temperament, 
in common with the pulmonary affe6tion, although ante- 
cedently, may be questioned. Whilst it is probable that 
the abdominal affection sometimes gives rise to strumous 
disease, and often developes the latent disposition, it is 
equally true that when the strumous diathesis exists, what- 
ever might have been its source, the functions of digestion 
are greatly disordered, and disorganizations in the forms 
of tubercle and ulceration and abscess often take place. 
Whatever relation the disorder of the abdominal functions 
may bear to phthisis, the comfort of the patient, and 
the prolongation of life, will in no small degree depend 
upon its treatment. Little or no hope, perhaps, can be 
entertained of curing tubercular phthisis, but it will not 
be doubted that the strumous diathesis on which the 
formation of tubercles usually depends, is frequently re- 
moved* Even when under these circumstances there has 
been reason to suspect that tubercles have formed, thd 
careful and unirritating management of the digestive organs 
— the husbanding of the resources— and the regulation of 
the ingesta — will be important auxiliaries in the maintenance 
of power, and in retarding or suspending the progress of 
the malady. 

Again, there are cases of simulated phthisis, often 

s 2 
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GODsisting of disease in the mucous membranei^. Some of 
these cases originate direftly or indirectly in one or other 
of the modifications of abdominal disease ; and those that 
have not this origin require the adoption of such measures 
jas tend to restore healthy actions generally, by strengthening 
the digestive and assimilating powers. 

I shall briefly advert to a few cases in illustration of these 
j*emarksr 



Case 2. 

t)n the 16th of May, 1811^ I was requested to see the 
daughter of an eminent artist, nineteen years of age. She 
informed me that five months before she was exposed to 
ipold, and in consequence of which the catamenia were 
suppressed* That since then she had been afflicted with 

coug^ and fever, and that Dr. B ; — , at the west-end 

of lown, considering her consumptive, and entertaining 
the opinion that marshy situations are salutary in such 
cases^ ^ad sent her to Plaistow, where I then resided. She 
was still takipg medicine under the direction of the phy- 
siciap, :wiho allowed her animal food three times a week, but 
no wine. She had been in the village a few weeks, and 
finding her getting worse her father was induced to apply 
for local iidvice* 

, Her countenance was pallid, the cough was trpublesome, 
and fthe quantity of puriform expectoration very consider- 
able. She could maJke a full inspiration without pain, anc^ 
without its exciting cough. The pulse was 130, and the 
night perspirations were very profuse. She had little mus- 
cular strength, the tongue was white, and the bowels were 
rather constipated. Her general habits had been sedentary. 

Viewing all the circumstances of the case I was led to 
regard it a^ an instance of chronic inf];ammation of . the 
mucous membrane of the bronchia, in an asthenic habit, 
and kept up from deficient nutrition. I directed that she 
fihould take animal food moderately ev^ry day, and one 



261 

I r 

glass of Madeira wine. That she should relinquish the 
squills she was then taking, but continue the opening pills 
every other night, and twice a day take an ounce of a 
chalybeate mixture resembling the present form of the 
mistura ferri composita. No inconvenience of any kind 
resulted from the improved diet. On the other hand the. 
patient felt more cheerful, the cough and expectoration 
were diminished, the perspiration lessened, . and the pulse . 
sunk by the 20th to 110. 

She was directed to continue the same plan of diet and 
medicine, but during one week to" substitute two grains of 
calomel every other night for the former pills. 

At times within the next ten days the cough was rather 
troublesome, but the expectoration was much lessened. . 
The appetite was generally good, the night perspirations 
ceased, the strength had increased, and she had no pain; 
but the pulse was quick and feeble. She took two or three 
glasses of wine daily, and continued the medicine. 

On the 10th of June she returned to town, with a good 
appetite, cheerful countenance, diminished cough, and 
increased strength — still persevering in the same treatment. 

The lady's father, writing to me on the 20th, said " my 
daughter is better, and has continued getting better since 
she came from Plaistow. She can walk and eat better, and 
begins to enjoy what she eats. She sleeps better, but 
coughs nearly the same." Still considering it a cough of 
irritation I enjoined perseverance in the plan; and removal . 
into the country. This advice was adopted, and I had the , 
pleasure «ome time afterwards to learn that the lady was 
quite well. 



Case 3. 



On the 27th of April 1824, I was requested to visit.Miss . 
S. thirty years of age, she had been considerably exposed by 
superintending a stall at one of the bazaars, and it was 
supposed had taken cold. Symptoms of hepatitis ensued,^ 
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but suitable means, suggested by the medical man who was 
called in^ were useful in subduing inflammation^ and some 
months had elapsed when she became my patient. At that 
time she still complained of some pain in the right hypochon- 
drium, accompanied with dyspnoea, cough, hectic counte- 
nance, evening exacerbations of fever, and profuse night 
perspirations. The pulse was 120^ she was rapidly sinking 
in flesh, and the dejections were clay-coloured. An easterly 
wind prevailed about this period, against which she was 
directed to shelter herself. Her diet was derived from milk^ 
farinaceous articles and vegetables ; and the plan of medicine 
consisted of alterative and unirritating doses of mercury, with 
taraxacum and light tonics. 

During the first fortnight she appeared stationary, but 
afterwards the functions of the liver became somewhat more 
healthy. The progress of her recovery was very slow, but by 
the beginning of July she expressed herself conscious of 
considerable increase of strength, with very essential diminu- 
tion of the cough and dyspnoea. Her night perspirations had 
nearly ceased, the evening exacerbations of fever were 
scarcely observable, and she was gaining flesh. The pain of 
the side had wholly left her, and the dejections were natural. 
The medicine was now directed to be taken twice a day, which 
she complied with for a few weeks, and was then so well that 
it was entirely relinquished. 

On the 27th of September I accidentally met this young 
lass walking in town, and she represented herself as quite 
well, but there were traits of a strumous temperament to 
which there had been no family disposition, nor Any apparent 
tendency before her illness : she enjoyed moderately good 
health till near the end of 1825, when she complained of 
violent pain in the right shoulder^ and after continuing a 
considerable time it terminated in an abscess which burst 
half way down the arm, and discharged copiously. She 
progressively grew worse, but had scarcely any cough, and 
died on the 1st of April 1826. Her friends thought that slie 
died from exhaustion caused by this discharge. She had 
been under the care of a respectable young physician, but 
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having heard of her decease I requested permission to 
examine the body. 

jEa:amtna/iow— The body was extremely emaciated. A 
probe could be passed from two orifices below the insertion 
of the deltoid muscle to the shoulder. 

On opening the abdomen the liver first presented itself, 
extending from the right hypochondrium nearly to the pubes. 
It was not indurated, but of a fawn colour ; and being 
flattened perhaps the enlargement might not have been 
detected by an external examination. Morbid adhesion had 
taken place to the diaphragm. The stomach was small and 
nearly empty. The mesenteric glands were scrofulous and 
much enlarged. The lungs were universally tuberculated, 
but not in a state of suppuration. The left lung was firmly 
adherent to the costal pleura, and the right was collapsed. 

The vessels of the heart were turgid and the proper coat of 
that viscus somewhat opaque. The abscess did not commu- 
nicate with the chest. 

This was an instance of strumous disease, but the precur- 
sory symptoms were evidently connected with disease of the 
liyer. 

.The abscess in the right shoulder 1 apprehend originated 
in the sympathetic irritation, so frequently excited in that 
part by hepatic disease ; and afforded an example of syinipa- 
thetic irritation ending in a real disease, a circizmstance not 
uncommon.; Here it produced the cbronic phlegmonous or 
suppurative inflammation. 

I have under my care a lady, past the meridian of life, who 
for many years had been affected with pain in the right 
hypochondrium. After a time the breathing.became difiicult, 
then she was placed in great peril by haemoptysis which 
continued for several weeks* Afterwards she had profuse 
purulent expectoration attended with hectic fever, and there 
was reason to believe that she could not long survive. The 
treatment principally consisted of keeping up the functions 
of the liver,, sustaining the general powers by unirritating ' 
means, shielding from the atmosphere, protecting from 
mental excitement, and the avoidance of bodily exertions* 
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toiated decreas9d| the fever subsided, the appeltite improiredo 
and for the last two years existence has been- moderately 
comfortable. There yet remain clear indications that the 
liver and lungs are diseased* The patient does not leave the 
house. Her pulse is generally quick, and occasionally the 
cough and fever require a little attention, but she daily corner 
dQwn stairs and enjoys domestic society. 

In the following case, though the advantage .derived from 
attention to the digestive organs was not permanent^ 8<Hne of 
the circumstances are instructive. They show how much 
evil results from neglecting the excretions, and bow mudi 
ea^ and comfort may be secured by due attention to the. 
abjdominal. functions even when the letton of other viscera 
forbids the hope of restoration. 



Casb 4. 

Mrs. B^-t-^y thirty«-three years of age, the mother of two 
children, the younger of whom was two years old, requested 
Qhy adviipe on the 20th March 1816. She informed me that 
she was hiibitually costive, but had enjoyed tolerable health 
till within the last three months, during which she had been 
under the care^ of her medical attendant. He considered 
her affection ae pneumonia* and therefore bled and blisleiml 
her, but whilst he directed attention to the increased action 
of the heart he had not duly estimated its power, nor main^ 
tained the action of the bowels. It was owing to the decease 
of her medical friend that 1 was consulted. 

She had a tronblesome cough accompanied with a sensa* 
tion of something resting in the throat, somewhat resembling 
the globus hystericus, though not strictly of that character. 
The cough was most trying when she lay on the right side 
or baelu Immediately on assuttiing either of these positions 
the cough became excessively troublesome, and thcrbreathing- 
difficult*. She complained of tightness across the epiga^tria 
region and pf anorexia. She e^qpectoratedia consid^able 
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rqttimtitjr<»f*tfili(^tis; The pulse was 110^ the tongae white 
and furred, and she bad frequent pains about the back and 
shoulders. She generally had an accession of fever in the 
afternoon and profuse perspiration in the morning. There 
was considerable dyspnoea, but she could fully expand the 
chest although the effort produced irritation and cough. 
The bowels were extremely constipated, and though her 
medical attendant had not been particularly timid with his 
lamet, he wa$ so fearful of opening the bowels that he only 
recommended lenitive electuary as an aperient, and always 
supplied her with an opiate to take a few hours afterwards 
lest the bowels should be excessively acted upon. The stools 
w^re clay-coloured, and, as might be expected, there was 
great fhitulence, offensive taste, and uneasiness after taking 
food. 

The first indication was clear, namely, to act freely on the 
bowels, and therefore three grains of calomel and ten of jalap 
were prescribed to be taken immediately, and to be followed by 
a dram of sulphate of magnesia every six hours. The next 
day 'she had four copious evacuations of a dark colour and 
exceedingly offensive. ITie relief from thoracic oppression 
was very remarkable, for she assured me that she had not 
respired so freely for three months. In the evening how- 
ever, the oppression of breathing returned, the cough' 
was very troublesome during the night, and the following 
morning she felt soreness across the chest — apparently the 
efiect of the exertion of coughing. A deep inspiration did 
not produce coughing, and the general feelings were much 
more comfortable, 

Habeat hauslum salinum cum liquore antimonii 
tartarhati et infuso digitalis ter die : et hara somni 
repetatur pulvis catharticus. 

She passed the night tolerably well, and the following day 
menstruation commenced. The cathartic operated four or 
five times, and the dejections were more bilious than before* 
She was directed to continue the draughts and to repeat the 
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powder every tiiird night. On the 25th the infuGdon of 
digitalis was augmentedi and on the 87th the pulse was 
softer, the cough was less urgent, and the evening exacerha* 
tion of fever was less severe. She informed me that she al- 
ways slept best on the night of taking the powder, llie 
stools were still clay-coloured, especially on the day ante- 
cedent to taking the powder. The urine was plentiful but 
deposited a red sediment. The catamenia continue to flow, 
and some giddiness and erratic pains she ascribed to that 
discharge, having usually been associated virith it. 

All proceeded favourably till the evening of the 30th. The 
patient's mother, (a fat woman, who considered animal food 
in large quantities a panacea), had persuaded her daughter 
to eat some beef steak and drink currant wine for dinner. 
Soon afterwards the cough became exceedingly troublesome, ' 
the respiration was oppressed, the temperature of the skin 
high, and the pulse quick. She was directed to continue 
the saline draughts, to apply a blister to the chest, and to 
take two grains of calomel and the same of digitalis at bed- 
time. On the next day she was much better. She was di- 
rected to take a grain and half of digitalis every night and 
on alternate nights two grains of the hydrargyri submurias. 
On the 2nd of April she described herself as being well with 
the exception of cough and considerable weakness. She 
took a light tonic, and by the 9 th she emphatically described 
herself as " a new creature," with reference to her general 
feelingd, and the cough was abating. . The action of the . 
liver was kept up by occasional doses of hydrargyrus cum 
creta, and she remained comfortable througlii the summer. 
It was evident, however, that the lungs had sustained 
irreparable lesion. In the autumn the phthisical symptoms 
returned, the sputum became purulent, attended with hectic 
fever, and she gradually sunk. Life, however, was appa- 
rently prolonged, and certainly rendered more comfortable, 
by the attention directed to the state lOf the bpwels, including 
in that attention such measures as promote other secretions. 

It will probably be in the recollection of the reader that 
Morgagni has particularly alluded to numerous instances. in 
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which the gymptoms of pleurisy were produced by iatestiiial 

worms. 

Spasmodic Croup. 

Children are very liable to a spasmodic affection of the 
larynx which not very unfrequently terminates fatally, and 
when it does not end in death it is extremely distressing 
both to endure and to witness. Those who are the subjects 
of this irritability of the larynx, have the attack most 
frequently induced by laughing or crying, or it seizes them 
when awaking from sleep; but it does not arise from these 
causes alone. This disease is often regarded as a conse- 
quence of some affection of the brain, and as a frequent 
precursor of hydrocephalus ; but the disposition to it usually 
originates in disorder of the digestive organs, and the brain 
and nervous system are secondarily affected. Although 
the irritability of the larynx be sympathetic, yet local dis- 
ease is not unfrequently discoverable. That form of the 
disease which consists of an attack of suspended breathing, • 
in sudden and short paroxysms, I think is peculiar to 
children, and more especially those who . are delicate : but 
a more continued form of spasmodic croup occasionally 
invades adults. It is of great moment to distinguish these 
cases from the inflammatory, though it is sometimes exceed- 
ingly difficult. Nervous and susceptible persons, and par- . 
ticularly hysterical women, are most liable to the spasmodic 
affection. As far as my observations have extended I. am 
led to say that there are remissions in the paroxysms, which 
in suddenness and degree have no parallel when the symp- . 
toms arise from inflammation. 



Casb 1. 

A married lady, about twenty-eight years of age, sent 
for me early in the morning of the 2nd of June, 182U I 
found that she had been a little indisposed from cold during 
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two days^ and that symptomd of croup ' came on the pre- 
ceding night. The dyspnoea, at times, was extremely 
urgent, and the larynx was so irritable that on speaking or 
attempting to inhale she was threatened with instant suffo- 
cation. Her cough had the peculiar sound which charac- 
terizes croup, and her pulse was quick and hard* As I 
sat at the bedside the urgency of respiration occasionally 
became so great that tears flowed from the eyes, and she 
laboured with the utmost agony to draw in air as well as 
to expel it. Although I knew that my patient was a very 
susceptible woman, and found that the bowels were confined, 
yet the analogy to the genuine croup was such that I urged the 
necessity of immediate bleeding. This, however, the friends 
objected to, because they conceived that on some former 
occasion, when resident in the country, she had been bled 
to excess. Considering my patient in jeopardy these 
objections a little disconcerted me, but I consented to wait 
an hour. Within this time some castor oil, which the 
patient had taken before my arrival, began to operate, and 
immediately afterwards the patient's situation assumed a 
more tranquil aspect. She became able, with caution, to 
use the inhaler, which afforded additional relief, and under 
these circumstances bleeding could not be urged. She was 
directed to take a grain of calomel immediately, and a 
saline draught every four hours. In the evening I found 
her much better, and the following morning she was quite 
well. 

This was evidently a spasmodic attack, originating from 
constipation, in a nervous and hysterical habit. She has 
had a few attacks since, but not so violent ; and they were 
always relieved by the inhaler and aperient^. 



Case 2. 



The infa!nt of Capt. , nine months old, became 

the subject of frequent paroxysms of suspended breathing 
from the slightest causes, as laughing, but more especially 
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<tiyipg>. During, th^ tiiM of thi^ susceptibility the .child 
was' observed to suffer much from flatulence. The parents^ 
who lived a few miles from town, had been informed that I 
was ill and unable to leave home, and therefore they had 
sought no medical advice ; but the mother had given some^ 
powders for which she had sent to a neighbouring apothe- 
cary, and she had applied leeches to the back of the neck,, 
and a blister. In the act of administering one of the pow- 
ders, which the little patient resisted, spasm came on and 
terminated fatally. Three days afterwards, March 18, 
1824, 1 was informed of this event, and obtained leave to 
examine the body. 

The child was remarkably fat, and so beautiful that it 
presented the appearance of sculpture. On opening the 
abdomen I found that the vessels of the intestines were 
rather more distended than usual, and there were a few 
ounces of serous fluid in the cavity. The mesenteric glands 
were considerably enlarged, but not indurated. Some of 
them were aggregated and formed masses an inch in 
length. The liver appeared to be in a state of congestion, — 
its surface and substance presenting a purplish hue ; and 
was rather large even when the increased proportion allowed 
for infancy was considered. 

Tracing the intestine I found one intussusception in the 
jejunum and another in the ileum, but the involved portion 
was .easily drawn out. The lungs were perfectly healthy, 
but the pericardium contained about an ounce of serous fluid . 

I now removed the larynx and found the membrane 
covering the arytenoid cartilages, investing the epiglottis, 
and descending just within the rima glottidis, evidently 
inflamed and slightly abraded. The appearance of inflam- 
mation did not extend into the trachea. 

The parents rather wished that the head should not be 
disturbed, and though aware that these spasmodic affections 
are often attributed to cerebral irritation, I did not think 
the examination necessary. There had been no symptoms 
of disease of the head; and had there existed any turges- 
cence of vessels, or slight deposition, I think it might 
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fairljr have been imputed to the ' deranged state of the 
digestive organs. 

Casb 2. 

The particulars of this case have been already published.* 
The child was eleven months old, and after having repeatedly 
undergone these spasmodic affections he died suddenly in a 
paroxysm. During the . preceding fortnight he had been 
free from the attacks, and appeared quite well till in the act 
of struggling to get from the mother's lap, and beginning to 
cry, the fatal event occurred. In this case the mesenteric 
glands were exceedingly enlarged. The vessels of the pia 
mater were turgid, especially in that process of it which lines 
the ventricles. The tunica arachnoides was elevated by a 
subjacent fluidi and the substance of the brain was very soft. 
There was also, sus in the former case, slight ulceration of the 
membrane lining the under surface of the epiglottis. 

One of my own children was severely affected with the 
disease. During twelve months, whenever his bowels were 
in an unnatural state, the irritability of the larynx was so 
excessive that either laughter or crying produced a spasmo^ 
die constriction of that organ threatening suffocation. Each 
attack left him in a most feeble state for some hours. 

The affection in the larynx in the two fatal cases just 
adverted to, affords an example of disease sympathetically 
excited producing lesion of the part. In urgent cases of this 
kind, though attention must primarily be directed to the 
state of the chylopoietic viscera, and in some instances to thQ 
brain, the local affection, though viewed as sympathetic, must 
not be overlooked. The application of a leech or two on 
each side of the larynx, and a small blister placed at no great 
distance, but not immediately over the part, will occasionally 
be found auxiliary in the treatment. Though inflammation 
must necessarily have preceded the abrasion of the membrane, 
it was not of the acute character, and the subjects of the 
disease are generally so delicate that much depletion^, or 

^Morgagni vol. i. 24T. 
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aetiYe purging^ is uot well borne. An oceasional unirrita-* 
ting dose of mercury, a little rhubarb and magnesia as an 
aperient, pure air, and nutritive but unexciting diet, are 
perhaps the safest and best means of treating the disease. 



Jffectiom of the heart. 

No viscus more strikingly exemplifies sympathetic disorder 
than the heart* Its morbid action may be derived from 
causes seated in the brain, or in the uterus, but most 
frequently it originates in derangements of the 'digestive 
organs. This is unquestionably the fertile source of that 
state of the nervous system on which irregularity of function 
depends. 

The most familiar state of unhealthy action is that of 
palpitation, to which young persons more especially are liabl^f. 
Persons who arie nervous, whose sensibility is m*orbid, are 
more particularly the subjects of this affection. It does not 
.always- originate from the digestive organs, but sometimes 
when it cannot be traced to this cause, the success resulting 
from such measures as strengthen thenervous system by their 
more direct agency on the powers of supply, lead us to 
suppose that the disturbed action of the heart was perpetu- 
ated by some defect in the functions of those viscera. 

Case 1. . 

On the 14th of March 1809, I was consulted by Miss 
M— •, twenty-one years of age. For a long time she had 
been distressed with violent pain beneath the sternum, and 
when I saw her it extended through the left hypochondriac 
region and was frequently accompanied with most vehement 
palpitation. This excessive action of the heart, often arose 
without any apparently exciting cause, but sudden surprise, 
or any other unexpected occurrence uniformly produced it. 
With these symptoms she had considerable restlessness, 
troublesome cough, laborious respiration, a frequent and 
intermitting pulse. The dyspnoea was of course most urgent 
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constipatedi there was no inclination for food,,, and .the 
symptoms were aggravated after taking it, .^ Sjxp, w^ ^e^tl^p^s 
at tiight, and had freijuent alternations of heat af>d .C9A4* 
She had tried a variety of nervous and febrifuge medicines^ 
without deriving any benefit. A grain of calomel with tei^ 
of jalap every other night, aud a light bitter with nitric acid 
conjoined with attention to diet, speedily adjusted all this 
irregularity. 

Where fliere exists no increase of force, or irregularity of 
action, there are deviations from the healthy state equally 
dependant on tbe chylopoietic viscera. It is of the highest 
importance, likewise, in forming an opinion as to the nature 
of rarious diseases, to bear in memory the agency exerted by 
the digestive organs, (through the medium of the nervous 
systems) on the functions of the heart, and to remember that 
irritative action may resemble power, and yet require very. 
Afferent treatment. Sometimes the action, from the cause 
alluded to, is slow and feeble, inducing the practitioner to, 
^e administration of cordials and stimulants :-»not unfre- 
quently it is irregular or intermittent, so that an apprehen?! 
flion of organic mischief may be awakened. 
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Case 2. 

A gentleman, when considering himself well, was suddenly, 
seized with a consciousness of pause in the beat of the heart»| 
He was in the prime of life, and was somewhat appaUed .at 
the circumstance. He perceived a distinct inter- mission of 
about two beats after every ten or twelve. I saw him in this, 
state, and knowing that there had been a slight defic^ea9 j 
in the biliaiy secretion, a few grains of calomel were given 
him. In the course of an hour the attack went off, but i% 
Occasionally recurred on exertion. The medicine acted coj)\-. 
ously on the bowels, and on the following day he was wbol]^. 
free from the affection. For a year or two, however, whe^- . 
ever the bowels became confined, or when the excretioits .w^re^ 
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Qnhealthyy wbich at that period ihey frequently w^e^ this 
gentleman was often seized with transient fainting. Itx an 
i^tant lie became bedewed with cold persjHration^ and on 
exaatinitig the pulse the intermission was invariably detected. 
Occasionally 'the intennission was so long that life waa 
Midknger'ed. Sometimes this was the first intimation of 
deilangement in the hepatic functions. A few alterative 
doses of mercury always^ for a time^ removed the affection. 

The period when these attacks most frequently occurred 
was during seasons of leisure when the gentleman was 
applying closely to a literary undertaking. He has wholly 
loBi the attacks now for four or five years, having been 
eaUed'into more regular employment; and he was benefited 
1^ exercise on horseback. 

So much functional derangement sometimes arises. from 
deranged bowels, that if it 'Occur in a person advanced in 
feaxSf When organic lesioQs usually take place, we are in 
danger of being misled. Not long ago I was in attendance 
oh a lady upwards of sixty, who had been but feeble for a 
year or two, though able to walk abroad. She was seized 
with diarrhoea attended, with considerable pain. Extreme 
prostration of strength resulted from this attack, and when I 
first saw her the pulse was exceedingly intermittent, and the 
beat very feeble. Her situation was full of danger, and con- 
necting the state of the pulse with the previous feebleness^ 
the occasional attacks of deliquium and the age of the 
patient, I intimated to her friends that she probably had 
disease of the heart, bat a decisive opinion could not be 
formed till the intestinal irritation had ceased. Suitable 
measures were directed to remedy the bowel disorder^ 
quietude and the horizontal position enjoined, and light but 
nutritive diet recommended. In the course of a few days th^ 
•^arrhoea subsided, and in about a week had nearly ceased* 
The pulse then became more regiilar, and as the patieot's 
attength increased the heart acted with perfect regularity^ 
The balance between the nervous and vascular systems neces^ 
sary for the maintenance of healthy functions seems in this, 
case id have been easily subverted, and this is not uncommon* 
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Angina pectoris. 

: The distressmg and often fatal diseaae, angina pectoris, is, 
perhaps^' generally connected with oisification of ^ tUo ooro- 
■ABy arteries^ and adegeneracjiof the mnscuUr st7aeti»e*of 
&e heaft, I ha^e . iiut with nunievous instancea of osBifiotfn 
tion in the ooronary artei^ieB ^^hich had never been attended 
with Bymptoite of angina: and cases ^ of the latter hai^ 
Mien under my notice where there was no ossifloation of 
the nutrient arteries, bnt there existed opaque depositions 
and other traces of disease at the root of the aorta and crigiiui 
of the coronaries, and hkewise that flacctdity of thamusicuhir 
structure which is usually found after this disease* lJhere«* 
fore, it is not essential that ossificaticm should' have takem 
place, although ossific depositions are conunonly fouadd 
either in the course of the vessels or at their origins* If^ 
however, the mouths of the vessels are contracted by an^ 
other morbid process the effect is as likely to be product as 
if ossification had taken place. Attacks of angina pectofift 
also OQCur from functional derangement, and most frequently 
they are occasioned by dyspepsia. In one instance. ithue 
attack seaoaed to depend upon a highly n^vous and suisc(Q(l« 
tkble habit* The patient was a lady, much bek)w the age. tit 
which the feisures usually occurs She was not aboi^ 
twenty^iXr but the symptoms were. clearly characterized^ 
aud tKeir recurrence was prevented by such means aateiMi^d 
to impityve the general health. . . . < 

I have already* published a strongly lyiadkedcasei in which 
the disease originated in an affection of the digdstiye 
prgans.''^ No organic disuse appeared to have taken plaoe 
though the paroxysm was exceedingly severe, and ..tb^ 
gentlemen I believe has had no attack since* 
. In the following case the seizuna . proved fatal, ,}mi irodi 
•the hiatory we may infer thfi.t the state of the digestivei^orgaios 
had gr^ influence in, producing, the oi^ganie disease :in: the 
aorta^and heart* 
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Case 3. 

Mr. Si aixty^fiye years of age, an Essex maltsteri had been 
aaonstomed: to live, very temperately » and generally enjoyed 
good healthy with the excepdon that for many years he wfii9 
taeeedingly troubled with flatulence, and his bowels wero 
constipated. About three weeks before his death he wa» 
seized in his maltkiln with. considerable.pain across the chi^st 
and. in hiaamiy and for a time was quite unable to move from 
an apprehension that death wofuld immediately result* After 
the. lapse of a short time he felt somewhat better^ walked 
into the house, mentioned the terrific attack he had under*- 
gene^ and stated that he never expected to see his family 
again. After drinking a little brandy and water, he felt 
tolerably comfortable, and did not consult his medical 
Ariend* • 

About three weeks had elapsed when, according tO'(mst(nay, 
be left home at two o'clock in the morning and travelled 
outside the coach to attend the London corn market. Though 
w*ell clothed he found the night unusually cold. He .reached 
Mark-lane, but whilst at market he was seized with pain in 
%he epigastric region, extending somewhat beneath the 
sternum. He tried some spirit and water, but this gave him 
,feo relief, and therefore he returned to his inn with iihe 
tnteirtion of dining, preparatory to setting off home. Th^ 
pain, however, became worse so that he could neither takfe 
hourishment nor undertake his journey, he therefore went to 
•a relation's in Whitechapel. Here he complained of what 
he termed violent rheumatism of his left arm, particularly 
about the- wrist, and which he said was connected with an 
agonizing pain across the thorax and epigastric region. 
The affiiction of the arm was so severe that as sden as he 
entered his friend's house he placed himself by ttie fire, 
^and began to warm the part, and to employ friction. 

I was called in about five o'clock, when the preceding 
details were given me. He described the anguish as still 
very keen not only in the body but in the arm; yet he 
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appeared to respire without nrach difi^utty ^ ile hUd' etCH^B^ 
give flatulence, and experienced slight relief from frequent 
eructation. His pulse was 90 and not hard, and his tongue 
was dean. 

I prescribed for him some calomel and opium' in ^con*^ 
junction with opening medicine^ and at hal^past nine 
o'clock was informed that he was more easy. His friend 
remained in the room with him till one o'clock, and tfaeift 
left him still better. At four the servant went into his 
chainber, when he reported greater amendment ; and at six 
his niece visited him, when he felt so well as to talk of going 
into the country by the morning coach; but oh being' tML 
that it snowed he consented to defer his departure till i had 
seen him. At eight o'clock he gave instruction as to his 
breakiast, sat up in bed, conversed cheerfully and energetic 
'cally with his nephew, spoke of his relief with gratitude to 
the Almighty, when suddenly he complained of faintaesi^ 
fell back on the bed, and instantly expired. 
' In the evening of the following day I examined the body. 

The deceased was a tall well-formed man, and though 
)iot corpulent there was a considerable deposition of fatt?f 
substance. 

The stomach and intestines were greatly inflated. The 
}\V€r was slightly larger than usual but natural in its struct 
ture. There were « two long fissures on the convex surface 
which resembled cicatrices. The spleen was three or four 
tim^s its usual bulk. On opening the stomach I foun^ the 
mucous coat of a very deep red colour, more like venous 
plethora than inflammation. There was also a degree of 
thickening of this membrane which led me to infer that 
congestion was a disease of old standing, and that it had 
been the cause of the flatulence. 

The lungs were perfectly healthy, but there were about 
four or five ounces of bloody serum in each cavity, and the 
posterior part of the lungs, as well as the costal pleura, was 
of a ,deep crimson colour. The pericardium contained 
barely an ounce of bloody serum. The heart w&s rdmkrk- 
iably flaccid, and its fibres easily lacerable. Widii Ithe 
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in Ah^' rigl^t Awwle the^ heairt was. empty, . The liuipg pf the 
gftvit^ .w*t» .of an unusually deep red appearancej, and the 
mitral valves, as well as the semilunar valves at the orifice 
qS^. i^e aorta, were studded with opaque spots y but ii^ no 
part had ossification taken place. Arteritis had existed to 
^^le extent up the aorta^ and the posterior surface of the 
valves was ^lore diseased than other parts. The lining of 
the pulpiooary artery was opaque. There was no appear- 
Wce of disease in the coronary arteries, except their orifices 
being involved in the morbid process going on in the aort$^ 
l»M;t which did not contract them. 

I hO'Ve already mentioned that ossification of the nutrient 
c^fteries. may exist without there being degeneracy of mus- 
cular structure, and without any attack of angina. Here 
yre find the degeneracy of structure^ and angina, without 
ossififQation. I h^veseen other cases of the same kind^ ^nd 
believe that they are not very rare. 

Noth^g is more difficult frequently tl^an the associating 
of fsauses and effects, yet, as the derangement of the stoo^ch 
)iad been long antecedent to indications of disease in the 
heart, it is not unreasonable to infer that the former had 
been influential in the production of the latter. The age 
of this .patient certainly was that at which angina pectoris 
usually occurs, and from the appearance of the heart itsel{^ 
find of th^ aorta, disease in them must have been proceeding 
tJiofig^ insidiously for a considerable time, 
i: Dyspeptic, angina, and those functional attacks which 
origi^atd in other causes, and to which even young persons 
are liable, requires treatment which in some respects would 
A^t be applicable to men advanced in years, and in whom 
organic lesions have taken place. / 



■ . Affection$ of the lymphatics. 

.Not only do derangements of the digestive organs disturb. 
the ner^us aiid|V«8^ijilar systemsi^ but they greatly inflaence 



by this otose, and admits of remoVai Vy the'skiiple foUA <tf 
alterative mercurialB conj oined in)kt bitters. It is irell knowift 
that hepatic disease is a very frequent ' source of ascHeft, 
Which is generally attributable to a state of plethora or 
bf inflammation. But effusions into other cavities besides^tiie 
abdomen are often connected with the liver disease. The 
doctrine of the inflammatory origin of morbid aecumtiilatfoits 
of serous fluid has been carried so far, that even vrhen the 
membrane from which the fluid is secreted presents no 
appearance of heightened vascularity^ inflamaaMitiott has hf 
some been regarded as the cause. It is true that we are not 
always- to regard redness as a necessary feature of inflamed 
membrtlnes: there may be opacity. But when we find tiiat 
even in healthy states of body some secretions are influenoed 
by mental emotions, or by nervous irritation, may we* not 
ireasonably infer that other secretions, less exposed to out* 
observations, admit of the same influence? -When thiift 
inference is strengthened by the absence of morbid appear- 
ance in the membrane surrounding a cavity whieh contains 
a preternatural quantity of fluid, we are surely wan^ntedfo 
attribute the redundance either to increased secretion -ftom 
irritation, or to defective power in the absorbents. The 
latter is the subject more particularly under consideraticm 
here, and whilst it is admitted that inflammation and 
congestion are the more frequent precursors t^f serous 
efiusion, we must not always impute increased accumulatfOttiB 
of fluid to these causes. I have seen cases of hydroeephates 
in which neither the symptoms, nor the appearances after 
death denoted inflammation. 

The following instance of infantile anasarca, connected 
with overloaded or deranged stomach, is not altogether 
uninteresting. 

The mother, not being able to suckle the infant, attempted 
to procure a wet nurse, but her inquiries were unsuccessful, 
and it was fed by the hand. For three months the infknt 
continued tolerably well, but it then became pale, deHeate, 
skid flatdent ; and seemed to be genetully decKAifig. The 
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l(iotiM9StJaQifF.veiilg^d fL.poor.neighhaur to. sickle it thre^ 
tMV^' ft dayi and ducupig, the first fortnigM this alteration in iti^ 
mode of siihsist|Bnce seemed very beneficial. Then it began 
jbo. fall off, and a week afterwards^ April 2nd ISl?, I was 
o^nsylted. The child was then anasarcous. The limbs and 
£Hoe were. greatly swollen, the skin was semitransparent, 
ibe bowels were constipated, and the dejections green: there 
3i¥<as frequent retching, and the matter vomited was very sour. 
4ill thie symptoms appeared to arise from a deranged state of 
'4^4igestive powers, for the plan of feeding, in the intervals 
itf the* suckling, bad not been judicious. I prescribed for it 
lialf a grain of calomel with a very small dose of the com* 
IKHimd powder of scammony and an alkaline mixture consist- 
ing^ chiefly of magnesia and chalk. By the fourth the little 
patient was more tranquil and the swelling somewhat 
assuaged. The. dejections were still green, consistent and 
qohesive, and the urinary excretion was so little as to be 
acaroely perceptible on the napkin. As there was conside- 
rable difficulty in getting down the powder, an alkaline 
aperient mixture, with a few drops of tincture of digitalis 
.was prescribed^ 

. During the 5th and 6th the infant voided a large quantity 
of water* The bowels were opened more freely, the swelling 
8]ub^ded, and the skin became less diaphz^ious. 
. On the 9th the mother was directed to give the mixture 
poly .twice a day, and by the 12th the swelling had disap^ 
,fieared« The urine was plentiful in quantity, the stools green, 
.joid l^hs. child very cross. 

R Pulv. Rhaei gr. iij, 

Sacch. alb. 5ss, 

Aquae ^j, 

Spir. ammon. arom. gutt. xiv. 

M. cujus danda cochlearia* parv. ii. 
•• " ter die. 

l^be infant soon became well, and continued to enjoy good 

^aalth- ' 

..;. Que«tioD8 xtften i^rise respHecting that asthenic state of 



^pii«titiit»on^ia4H(?itive of artend9iiQy^t4^4Qio6day mmolgrtF 
pallid complexion, tUckeaed upper lip, tsmotten glw49y And 
tumid belly^ Thia co<iditio||i 1 believe ^ery often ongtnailM 
either from disease in the digestive, oi^aas, oc ;is awing ^ 
irritation resulting from improper nutriment* It is, how^vec^ 
probable that in most cases the organs in question beoesne 
affected^ in common with the glandular and other partsitflh^ 
system, from causes which act simultaneously on the whtle 
con^tituition. Whatever may be the relation of the. gasicic 
derangement to. that' of the constitution, mercury and slimur 
lating purgatives, (if. required at all), should be administered 
with the utmost caution, in small and umrritating doses*. The 
food should be nutritive and derived from such artieles-fl«:«re 
easily, assimilated, and at. such intervals as neither interliMM 
with . digestion, nor expose the patient, especially if yoongy 
as usually happens, to that extreme languor which swralte 
from long fasting. It is a prevailing opinion, and I thaak a 
^ery just one, that these cases are benefited by country air m 
the summer, and especially at the coast. It cannot be 
<]|ue8tioned that attention to diet and exercise, combined j 

with tonics, will often effect great improvement whei>e 
removal from town is impracticable^ this, however^ should 
be regarded as meeting an exigency, but not as giving pnefev* 
ence to the plan. The advants^es derivable tvoax a change 
of this nature, have been so general and so manifest in the 
cases which have occurred to me, that 1 am almost temptad 
to impute blindness, from a love of singularity, to those "wbnk 
discourage it, or who attach no importance to it. Had i not 
been an eyewitness I should scarcely have credited a report 
of the pertinacity with which prevailing and forcible evidence 
may be opposed. 

The same observation applies to diet. R^ardlessofthe 
extreme languor and weakness of the patient, of the morl»d 
sensibility, of the longing for food, and of the dislike o£.the: 
diet prescribed, it has been limited to a single article, divided 
into.^hre^^mall poitiona for th^ whole diety. The distress of 
children under such treatment is excesiHve $ and td aay 
ti^t}jtiog of deficienoyJof ^pply<^; the-state of Ih^amtDd basi a ^ 



dttiHlible in itdkjti^iitity^ nattite, and periods 6f supply, to the 
itttfare of the catee, and ^ to the age of the patient: and in 
<5hildhood, tvhere reason has not an ascendancy, the inclina" 
lj(Mi tnest be a little considered . This attention to diet, aided 
byinire air, and appropriate medicine, will often effect great 
alteration in constitutional affections. 

* In glandular- swellings when a change into the country 
do^S'not cause their dispersion, the amended health often 
brings those that had been extremely indolent to a speedy 
crisis by suppuration. 

*' Youlig people who are the subjects of the strumous 
diaithesis require the most careful management, as to mind as 
weH as body. Their application to mental pursuits should 
not be severe or long continued. They should be warmly 
dotbed in the winter, and then, except when the degree 
of indisposition prohibits it, they may safely be allowed to 
ti>kd' exercise in the open air, and their engaging in active 
aaatfu^ments will be' beneficial. 

-Though this discussion may appear scarcely relevant I 
believe that it does bear directly on the subject before us, 
fbr the medical treatment as well as the dietetics, and also 
the prophylactic measures, must necessarily have "a constant 
reference to the state of the digestive Organs. 

i Defective assimilation is not unfrequently a precursor of 
scrofulous caries in the bones. This is exemplified in many 
in(A»nces of diseased spine both in children and adults. I 
hkvt very recently been consulted relative to a little patient, 
Obly two and hatf years old, under these circumstances. The 
ckttd'had for some time been the subject of impaired 
appetite, pale stools, fretfulness, and indisposition to move, 
aad'idiere was reason to believe that these symptoms origi* 
nftti^d in dentition. She had been ill for six months before 
Lsa^ her, and ^ during the three latter months she had held 
h^ Jteisd in a maarked position, and seemed to have much 
pMi-'^tl the back. During this period the measures em- 
pkfyed'-had not been very judicibus. Pui^tives of aii 
aetifW^ andUrtiFtatittg ndtta^ had frequently been presedb^d 



ineraasingly expended. A ftnrtnigbt tM^Co^ the..pfMreii^ 
brougbt the child to me a protrueion in the spine, W9P 
Aotieedy and on exanunati^^n I found vtHy eoneiderahle 
projection of the apmous process of the first dorsal yertejimk. 
A mild dose of the hydrargyrus cum creta and tonics 
effected some improvement in the general health, but after 
the lapse of three or four weeks I had no opportunity of 
knowing the farther progress as the moth^ lived at a dis* 
tance, and it was not very desirable that the patient sboiiM 
be brought from home. 

It SB really surprising and interesting how mucb may be 

effected by cautious and persevering managemeaty espeaiaUy 

bf the assimilating organs, in some of the most dbtressing 

Ibrms of strumous disease. I have a young lass under -my 

care, (though, indeed, now so nearly wdil as scarcely tQ need 

attention), in whom the parts affected, as w^ as the nature 

ef the disease, were very formidable. Derangement in tb^ 

organs of supply was followed by enlarged lympbatio glanfJA* 

Then one of the fingers thickened to three times its proper siae, 

abscesses formed in it so that at one time a probe m^htbls 

ipassed through it close to the bone, and in the progress of 

secovery two or three small fragments of bone exfoUaited* 

Abscesses formed on the back of the band, where also tbp 

bones were enlai^ed. The glands about the neck swelled 

so as to give the face a morbid and unsig^dy rotuqdity- 

The upper lip thickened. The nose became obsti:uctedi 

apparently by an enlargement of the spon^ bones,* and the 

mb nasi were thickened. The elbow joint .enlarged, SJod 

was rendered cribiiform by abscesses ; and here„ too, nom^ 

ejdbliation of bone occuvred. There > were ftequent at^cks 

of hectic fever, and occasional cough, which led us |to ajptpi^sr 

head the development of phthisis.. The means eni{^yedw^*je 

attention to the digestive organs, keeping up seor^iw hy 

uninitating means, givang tonie& m the absence of f^wer^ i^^ 

salines during the aocessions; sending hereto; tki^ 8ea>«swji^ 

Ah- a few months in. the.saxttmer, And kaepu^g her fWj^ 

iMhed^in the winter ; 'fegubitingrtbs dift .'Sit jsU^.Jtipf^ fip 



2«S 

Hkm A^' ^okVi hfim dti ' aifequflite Bttpply ef nutritive fo^ 
^it termft as ««By as 'possible. With these attentions to- the 
body the efibt^s tf the mind were not overlooked ; great care 
being taken that the application should not be too intensOf 
and that seasons for exercise and relaxation should be 
s'nfSciently allowed. By persevering in this system the 
dbow has become quite well> no thtokening remains, but 
tiliere are some foss»y at present, owing to the abscesses. 
The glands of the neck have quite subsided, the nose is well: 
indeed, the young lass appears in perfect health with the 
exception that there remains some thickening in the finger. 
The 'solution of sulphate of zinc was of great service as a 
local applioation to the wounds of the finger and dbow. 

'^A^ rafther- uncommon efiect of swelling in the glands at 
the >angle of the jaw I have lately witnessed. A little girl, 
about three years old, became the subject of glandular 
enlargement, and at the angle of the jaw the swelling 
v^s very considerable. Her respiration was difficult, and 
oii examining the lauces the tonsils appeared- almost, to 
^lose the back of the mouth. It was truly distoeasiag. to 
JVear the child breathe when asleep, and ihe parents at 
times were roused by the apparent danger of immediate 
suilfocation. Matter formed in two of the glaaads, but <mi 
its being let out no relief was.afiorded, though there was 
good rieaison to believe that the tonsils wmre thrust forward 
by the enlarged lymphatics. After this the child went into 
the eountry, where the process of suppuration in theiotheor 
glands advanced^ with greater rapidity, and at length a 
hn^e quantity of pus was discharged by puncture, and the 
rislief of 'bve&tbing was instantaneous* 

>' Ih Iton&o instances of rachitic dispositioa droamBtances 
doettt Whieh lead to. a suspicion of there being diseased 
s^ine. Parents are very anxious about the appearance of 
cH!lrvature lest it should issue -in permanent deformity* The 
stfite to ithieh i refer does not consist of any lateral dnsf- 
t^rtion^ nor is there any projection of a few of the vertehsai 
a:t^ in eariesi \but the whole spinal column. hows outwardly. 
% iii 'astute by tio means uncommon, and, perlm^y ihm 



are nbt*inedAy'praBtfUoti<M''#to'^^ 
agone of spinal disease. 'HWel^fV'^fl^eixtv^aireimQzirHHiJSfi 
lieedlest^ly aiixibui^ on * the * 6«ibjeet^ i^nd timiefiMPei.Irsllall 
relate a case which both in' origin a»d'6ymptanna>aimgr^ be 
regarded 'as ^characteristic of a numeityors order. . • . . 

' Early in the jrear 1817 I was' consulted fvespeoitiiagi.a 
fittle boy somewhat more than two years of age<. He eoil4 
scarcely walk. His back was remarkably bent by a great 
ebnvexity 'outwards, but there wa& no lateral distertiosi 
His limbs were curved at the ankles. His belly was laig«( 
the stools were pale, and the bowels irregular. 

The necessity of not urging the child to walk^ or to-hemt 
much on his limbs, was duly enforced- on the pareit4B> and 
also the expediency of his respiring a wholesome atmospbere 
—of being well clothed, and of being fed mih natritm 
articles of diet in a plentiful but not redundant quaajliiy'i 
It had been suggested to the parents to apply instrumemfai 
for the purpose of counteracting the distortion of the iimha^ 
but I decidedly forbad them on the princifde tha^ in a state 
of constitution so defectite as to strength much havm musft 
necessarily result from the additional weight the child may 
have to carry, and also because I did not doubt that nature 
would herself rectify the distortion, provided the general 
health should be established. 

His mother was directed to give him bread aaid imilk /for 
breakfast and supper, and meat at dinner, giving a prcffeiH 
ence to lamb or veal, and such articles as whilst benig 
nutritive are the least stimulating. Careful abstinenoe from 
such medicines as irritate the mucous membrane of Jte 
alimentary canal was enjoined, not only as tkey loigkdt 
interfere with the digestive process, but also exote Ihd 
mesenteric glands, especially if morbid actienidioiiald alicpt^ 
have begun in them. The only medicines prescribed fde 
him were a pill containing a grain and half ' of tlie pilulsD 
hydrargyri to be taken every other nighty wil^ atii occasioaal 
intermission of a week ; and some ihttbarb and magBelBid 
to be taken should an aperient bectaie necessafy*' >. > ,.l\ 



'."■Secitaa f)l«iHibn&lb<ftr<»N^l ^Bwrse la- the coimtnr« whete 
all imr plan» vere^ovrried ii^ Aill effect . 

For -some monthft he was particularly liable to pulmonary 
kiflammatioiiy which generally was. soou relieved. When- 
ever these attacks occurred he was thrown back a little, 
hut by recurring to the general plan of treatment, and 
persevering in it, his health improved, and he became less 
susceptible of inflammatory affections. During the summer 
he WIS frequently dipped. By the end of the year his back 
was iiiHeh leas curved, his joints were more rigid, he could 
walk about firmly, and when I saw him a year afterwards 
iMewas a fine and interesting boy. Had this child been 
mnch-puigied, or had the constitution been irritated in any 
other way^ it cannot be doubted that he would have become 
raehitic* The parents always observed that the hepatic 
secDeticn^ was promoted by the pills, and that the general 
faealtii Gcnd temper w^e uniformly much improved by tbern^ 
The. teeth had been cut early, so that the suspended hepatic 
seeretion did n6t appear attributable to dentition, though 
tofifsequent a cause am<Hig children. 
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Fever. 



1 Tfafiiniluence of disordered states of .the digestive organs 
HLthe production of ccmtinued,. remittent, and irritative 
{Bven, .is well known, but I do not recollect to have met 
wiith an in^wace on record of intermittent fever which dis- 
iitotly arose, from that c^use. Oue case, however, occiurred 
in mji prflustioeb — ^A. lady in the seventh .month of pregnanqy 
had been affected for some time with what was considered 
as quotidian ague. Every day, at nearly the same hour, 
she wafti-altat&ed with rigor and violent shivering which 
odntiiiued for half'Or three quarters of an hour, and was bug* 
deeded by* the hot and sweating stages. On being consulted 
I found that the. bowels were much confined, and therefore 
deemed it e^pediej;^ to .administer some opening medicine 
before any other steps were taken. The bowels having been 



twenty-^four houfs> Ikte^ftbiile MllMkididmot) moiirJ^ ^.' : 

Diseaies of tht skitlk , • > 
• < . * * • 

The close coiiii«xion which eubsiitB between ithe.Bkiir:<aiid 
digeatire organs scarcely need be^menlioned, aaad, indeed»it 
is BO eictended a subject that we can only alhide to it*. Iti^ 
common even ia domestic practice to regard the. chronic 
affections of this membrane, in nearly alL/thfeir /diversgukiei) 
and modifications, as occasioned by some derangement in 
the bowels, and perhaps we are chargeable onrseWes with 
being too indiscriminate on this point. That many forms of 
chronic eruption are occasioned by somexierangementinthe 
hepatic functions, or in some other organ concerned in 
digestion, cannot be disproved, and in such cases alterative 
dbfles of mercury, and sometimes active purgatives, ;ij:el>eiie- 
ficial*. J3ut it not unFrequently happens, 'even when/iheve 
exists constipation, aud unhealthy secretions, ihati this 
remedy must be sought in the tonic clasa of medicines. 
These diseases need the same reference to constitutional 
peculiarities as is required by all other diseases, and to itrreat 
them successfully we must guard against the routine habit 
xnf invariably prescribing meroury. Sometimes, they seem. Ho 
depend on the redundant formation of acid, and though Hm 
aiay be merely an effect of impaired digestive powers^ iynl 
aJQcali is particularly usefuL Sometimes thef6iappear^)rto 
^ defioieat energy, whoi arsenio, or the mineraliacids^'^ ok 
qniniiie are .requisite 2 and sometimes even whenl 'the ditaoof 
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^ A genttamaa informsd me that he was- recently connilMd impHdi^ a 
family with i^e. Bark had beea gireo freely lYlthf^ut siicoeiBii , i^i^ify 
that their bowels were much disordered, he prescribed some opening medi- 
cine for them, intending afterwards to give quinine, but as soon as the 
intestinal irritation was removed the ague ceased. This I believe is not a 
very uncommon circumstance, where bark has i)een administered; but in the 
ease recited above nomedkhie exde^t jravgo^ivtti'ti^as ^f^ei^ ^ ' ? 'h 
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hsB/ft CMfitittttional <Mrigifiii it'^eqiuires tke pimer of iiidcfitt»* 
dent exiftteiiC9| 00 'that l0o«d fqpfUoifcti«a8 aie<iBdnpeiiaBble« r 
Some practitioners feel objections to healing ulceration^ 
behind the ears, and on other parts of children during den-^ 
tition, from an idea that the ulceration is salutary. I ne^er 
hesitate to heal them as soon as possible, (attending at the 
same time to the state of the stomach and bowels,) aiid I 
meyer. saw an instance 'in which any bad consequences 
eiMued. The' ointment which I find most effectual in these 
cases, and indeed in many other forms of superficial uloera^ 
turn, is the following. — 

R Hydrarg. Nitrico-Oxyd. 31J, 
Plumbi Acet. 3jss, 
Hydr. Sulph. rub gr. xyj, 
Ung. Cetacei lb. j, 
Ess. Burgamot 3j. M. 

. The two following cases of superficial ulcerution' rwitt 
8mffice<to elucidate the influence of the digestive organs in 
tte production of cutaneous disease. 

A poor woman, advanced in life, applied to me oa the 25th 
ofMardi, 1808, onaxxousit of extensive ulceration on the 
rijghit'side of the abdomen. It was situAted <hi a line ftoat 
the anterior and superior spine of the. ilium, and extended to 
the 'Corresponding part of the tinea alba, and was about 
two inches in width. The edges were exceedingly thickeoed^ 
and the depth irregular. There, was .not much discharge^ 
and that which did escape was sanious. For twelve montha 
it had been in this state, and during the whole time was very 
painful and resisted numerous remedies and applications 
which had been employed. She complained of flatulence, 
and' the functions of the liver were not healthy. 

She waS'desired to dresa the wound with the ung. cetacei, 
and to take the following pills. — 

R . Hydr. Submur. gr. vj, 

Suoc. Cicutffi Spiss.3j» AL et divide[ 
in pilulas xij, quanun sumat unam quaque nocte. 



* On Ae Irt^ April ake roporiad thst the ufeer iud bem 
BMMefcie ftom poki^ tiidnit httdi a gntiuileiioig a^orotee. 
liMttliiMod v|imgre>Mvely to fill vqp^ aad fajr- the dOtk. k(id 
eoBipleteiy healed. 

The foUewmg case ako shows how mueh may he cifieoted' 
in the treataieKit of irritable uloen by siisple means steadiiy 
employed* 

In the antnmn of 1823 I wes eensudted by an elderly lady 
who for many months bad been rendered exceedingly un- 
esnofortable by a small superfieial ulcer on the leg near ilra 
malleolus. Sfhe had injured the part many years before, and- 
though it bad healed the spot remained discobured and was 
occasionally in pain, but did not begin to ulcerate till about 
the time mentioned. The ulcer was about the extoit of a 
shilling, its surface was dry, and it was surrounded by a 
bioad circle of inflammation, and there was some swelling 
round the ancle. Various ointments bad been unavailingly 
MMvrlsd to, and the pain from strips of plaster on Baynton's 
syatott w»s quite inteferable. Occasional doses of pui^- 
tive medicine had been taken under the direction of the 
modfcalman* 

On inqniry I learnt that some pain had been experiettced' * 
isi the liver, the appetite was capricious, there was fulness at 
the stomach after eatings the rest at night was interrupted 
both by the exoruoiating pain of the limb> and from horrid 
dseams. The bowels were irregular, and the excretions of a 
wry dark oolouar.. The foUewing Ibtion was constaitlly 
applied by means of wetted linen and a roller .r--- 



Tk Zinci Sulphatis gr* x, 
Plumbi acetatis gij, 
Tinot. Opii 3ij, 
Aqu» Rosae f viij. M. ft. lotio. 



R Pil. Hydrarg. 

Succ. Ciout® spiss. &a ^« i v. ft. 
pil. ij, lioia somui omhinoeite somendee. 
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The lady lired in the counlry/bul far about tea dsys I \ 
had an opportunity of witnessing the effeet of this 'pkm, and . 
nothing could be more decisive. Thcwpain had nearly ceased^ 
the ulcer was lessening, and the circumjacent inflammation 
had nearly gone off. She was requested to continue the 
same plan, and being an active woman was icautioned against 
much exercise. The part soon became quite well. 

I have thus glanced at some of the more prominent effects 
produced in the system^ and which have fallen under my 
own observation, as the results of derangement in the chylo- 
poietic functions. Had I attempted to enumerate them all, 
and to have pursued them through all their bearings, I 
should have been constrained to trace out nearly a complete 
system of pathology. I have limited myself as much as 
possible to sympathetic derangement of function, but disor* 
dered action, it must be remembered is the precursor of 
disorganization, and they are so connected that it is impos- 
sible to describe the one without being brought into contact 
with the other. Had we pursued congestion and inflam- 
mation, both of which often result from gastric derangements, 
we must have described dropsical effusions, effusions of 
Ijonph, and other depositions, morbid adhesions, unnatural 
consolidations, thickening of membranes,, ulcerations, ab- 
scesses, as well as the various forms of unhealthy secretion. 

It is well known that there is no part of the body aq 
remote or so insulated as to be beyond the sphere of 
dyspeptic influence. It has been shown that a small muscle 
of the face may become the seat of spasmodic actions whilst 
all the surrounding muscles were totally free from morbid 
affection. The extremity of a single nervous filament may 
become the seat of the most painful sensations, whilst others 
given off by the same nerve in its course from the brain or 
spinal marrow remain entirely exempt. I am acquainted with 
a gentleman who enjoys good health with the exception of 
occasional constipation. Whenever this occurs, or when 
the excretions are so unnatural as to irritate the anus, at the 
moment of expulsion, and whilst the rectum and anus remain 
irritated, he uniformly experiences a most severe twinge in 

V 



290 

that branch of the palmar nerves which is distributed to the 
radial sl&e of the lit^ finger, the pain sometimes extending 
to the ulnar side of the siiig finger. Within the last three 

or four years these attacks have been very numerous, and 
though the pain is not acute except under the circumstances 
alluded to, yet the part remains uneasy for a day or two 
afterwards, and sometimes much longer. This appears to 
constitute a very ihild case of tic doloreux. It has appa- 
rently been kept moderate, indeed, the tendency to it 
lessened by the occasional use of mild mercurial remedies, 
and by other gentle measures employed to regulate the 
excretions. .... 

Orfila, I recollect, mentions a curious circumstance which 
exemplifies this kind of sympathy. It occurred in the person 
of an aged nun, who was seized with senile gangrene in two 
of the fingers of each hand in consequence of chilblains. 
The patient reported that the sensibility of her fingers was 
so clearly allied with that of the stomach that when she 
suffered hunger she lost the power of using them as an 
organ of touch. 

In the present day, perhaps, there is little danger of our 
overlooking the influence of the digestive organs in liie • 
production of remote and complicated diseases, but perhaps 
there is some danger of our regarding many of their derange- 
ments as primary which themselves are the consequence of 
some remote affection. 
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